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PEEFACE TO THE FmST EDITION 


This book is (as its title imports) an introduction tc 
the study of the law of the constitution ; it does not 
pretend to be even a summar)'^, much less a complete 
account of constitutional law. It deals only wit! 
two or three guiding principles which pervade the 
modern constitution of England. My object in pub 
lishing the work is to j^rovide students with a maniiaj 
which may impress these leading principles on theii 
minds, and thus may enable them to study with 
benefit in Blackstone’s ComiTicntcmes and other 
treatises of the like nature those legal topics which, 
taken to'gether, make up the coiistitutioiial law oi 
England. In furtherance of this design I have not 
only emphasised the doctrines (such, for example, at 
the sovereignty of Parliament) which arc the founda 
tion of the existing constitution, but have alsc 
constantly illustrated English constitutionalism by 
comparisons between it and the constitutionalism on 
the one hand of the United States, and on the other 
of the French Eepublic. Whether I have in any 
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measure attained my object must be left to tbe 
judgment of my readers. It may perhaps be allow- 
able to remind them that a book consisting of 
actually tlelivered lectures must, even though revised 
for publication, exhibit the characteristics inseparable 
from oral exposition, and that a treatise on the 
principles of the law of the constitution differs in its 
scope and purpose, as well from a constitutional 
history, of England as from works like Bagehot's 
incomparable English Constitution, which analyse 
the practical working of our complicated system of 
modern Parliamentary government. 

If, however, I insist on the fact that my book has 
a special aim of its own, nothing is further from my 
intention than to underrate the debt which I owe 
to the labours of the lawyers and historians who 
have comjjoscd works on the English constitution. 
Not a page of my lectures could have been written 
without constant reference to writers such as Black- 
stone, Ilallani, Ileurn, Gardiner, or Freeman, whose 
books are in the hands of every student. To three 
of these authors in particular I am so deeply indebted 
that it is a duty no le.ss tlian a pleasure to make special 
acknowledgment of the extent of my obligations. 
Professor Hearn’s Government of England has taught 
me more than any other single work of the way 
in which the labours of lawyers established in early 
times the elementary principles which form the basis 
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of the constitution. Mr. Gardiner’s History of Eng- 
land has suggested to me the conclusion on w^ich, 
confirmed as I found it to be by all the information I 
could collect about French administrative law, stress 
is frequently laid in the course of the following pages, 
that the views of the prerogative maintained by 
Crown lawyers under the Tudors and the Stuarts 
bear a marked resemblance to the legal and adminis- 
trative, ideas which at the present day under the 
Third Republic still support the droit administratif 
of France. To my friend and colleague Mr. Freeman 
I owe a debt of a somewhat different nature. His 
Groivth of the English Constitution has been to me 
a model (far easier to admire than to imitate) of the 
mode in which dry and even abstruse topics may be 
made the sulqect of efi'ective and jwpular exposition. 
The clear statement which that work rontains of the 
difference between our so-called “written law^”and 
“ our conventional constitution,” originally led me to 
seek for an answer to the inquiry, what may be the 
true source whence constitutional understandings, 
which are not laws, derive their binding power, whilst 
the equally vigorous statements contained in the 
same book of the aspect in which the growth of the 
constitution presents itself to- an historian forced 
upon my attention the essential difference between 
the historical and the legal way of regarding our 
institutions, and compelled me to consider whether 
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the habit of looking too exclusively at the steps by 
w^iich the constitution has been developed does not 
prevent students from paying sufficient attention to 
the law of the constitution as it now actually exists. 
The possible weakness at any rate of the historical 
method as applied to the growth of institutions, is 
that it may induce men to think so much of the 
Avay in which an institution has come to be what it 
is, that they cease to consider with sufficient care 
what it is that an institution has become. 

A. V. DICEY. 

All Sovls College, 

OxTORD, 1886. 



PREFACE TO THE EIGHTH EDITION 


The body of this work is the eighth, edition, or rather a reprint 
of the seventh edition, of the Law of the Constitulion first 
published in 1885. It is, however, accompanied by a new 
Introduction. This Introduction is written with two objects. 
The first object is to trace and comment upon the way in 
which the main principles of our constitution as expounded 
by me may have been affected either by changes of law or by 
changes of the working of the constitution which have occurred 
during the last thirty years (1884^1914). The second object 
of this Introduction is to state and analyse the main con- 
stitutional ideas which may fairly be called new, either because 
they have come into existence dming the last thirty years, 
or because (what-is much more frequently the case) they have 
in England during that period begun to exert a. new and 
noticeable influence. 

It has been my good fortune to receive in the composition 
of this Introduction, as in the writing of every book which 
I have published, untold aid from suggestions made to me 
by a large number both of English and of foreign friends. 
To all these helpers I return my most sincere thanks. It is 
at once a duty and a pleasiue to mention my special obligation 
to two friends, who can both be numbered as high authorities 
among writers, who have investigated the constitution of 
England from different points of view. To the friendship of 
thejate Sir WiUiam Anson I owe a debt the amoimt of which 
it is impossible to exaggerate. He was better acquainted, as 

ix 
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Ms books show, mth the details and the working of the whole 
constitution of England than any contemporary authority. 
Since I first endeavoured to lay down the few general principles 
wMch in my judgment lie at the basis of our constitution, 
I have, wMlst engaged in that attempt, always enjoyed his 
sympathy and encouragement, and, especially in the later 
editions of my work, I have received from him corrections and 
suggestions given by one who had explored not only the 
principles but also all the minute rules of our constitutional 
law and practice. To my friend Professor A. Berriedale Keith 
I am under obligations of a somewhat dificrent kind. He 
has become already, by the publication of Ms Responsible 
Government in the Dominions, an acknowledged authority on 
all matters connected Avith the relation between England and 
her Colonies. I have enjoyed the great advantage of his 
having read over the parts of my Introduction which refer 
to our Colonial Empire. His knowledge of and experience in 
Colonial affairs has certainly saved me from many errors into 
AvMch I might otherwise have fallen. 

It is fair to all the friends who have aided me that I should 
state explicitly that for any opinions expressed in this Intro- 
duction no one is responsible except myself. The care with 
AvMch many persona have given me soimd information was 
the more valued by me because I Lave known that with 
some of the inferences drawn by me from the facts on wMch 
I commented my informants probably did not agree. 

A. V. DICEY; 


OXSOBD, 1914 , 
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INTRODUCTION 

AIM OP IKTRODUCTION • 

The Law of the Constitution was first published in 1885. The 
book was based on lectures delivered by me as Vinerian 
Professor of English Law. The lectures were given and the 
book written with the sole object of explaining and illustrat- 
ing three leading characteristics in the existing constitution 
of England; they are now generally designated as the 
Sovereignty of Parliament, the Rule of Law, and the Con- 
ventions of the Constitution. The book, therefore, dealt 
with the main features of our constitution as it stood in 
1884-85, that is thirty years ago. The work has already gone 
through seven editions ; each successive edition, including 
the seventh, has been brought up to date, as the expression 
goes, by amending it so as to embody any change in or affect- 
ing the constitution which may have occurred since the last 
preceding edition. On publishing the eighth and final edition 
of this treatise I have thought it expedient to pursue a different 
course. The constant amendment of a book republished in 
successive editions during thirty years is apt to take from it 
any such literary merits as it may originally have possessed. 
Recurring alterations destroy the original tone and spirit of 
any treatise which has the least claim to belong to the literature 
of England. The present edition, therefore, of the Law of the 
Constitution is in substance a reprint of the seventh edition ; 
it is however abcompanied by this new Introduction whereof 
the aim is tq compare our constitution as it stood and 
worked in 1884 with the constitution as it now stands in 1914. 
It is thus possible to take a general view of the development 
of the constitution during a period filled with many changes 

zvii 
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bott of law and of opinion.^ My readers are thus enabled 
to see bow far either legislation or constitutional conventions 
have during the last thirty years extended or (it may be) 
limited the application of the principles which in 1884 lay 
at the foimdation of our whole constitutional system. This 
Introduction therefore is in the main a work of historical 
retrospection. It is impossible, however (nor perhaps would 
it be desirable were it possible), to prevent a writer’s survey 
of the past from exhibiting or betraying his anticipations of 
the future. 

The topics here dealt with may be thus summed up : — 
The Sovereignty of Parliament,® the Rule of Law,® the Law 
and the Conventions of the Constitution,^ New Constitutional 
Ideas,® General Conclusions.® 


(A) Sovereignty oe Parliament’ 

• The sovereignty of Parliament is, from a legal point of view, 
the dominant characteristic of our political institutions. 
And my readers wjti remember that Parliament consists of 
the King, the Hov^ of Lords, and the House of) Commons 
acting together. The principle, therefore, of parliamentary 
sovereignty means neither more nor less than this, namely 
that “ Parliament ” has “ the right to make or mimake any 
law whatever ; and further, that no person or body is recog- 
nised by the law of England as having a right to override or 
set aside the legislation of Parliament,” ® and further that this 

■ ^ Compare the Introduction to tho second edition of Lam and Public 

Opinion in England during the Nineteenth Century. 

* See Part I. Chapa. I.-III., post. 

* See Part II. Chaps. IV.-XIII., poet. 

* See Part III. Chapa. XIV., XV., post. 

‘ See p. Iviii, post. 

‘ A student who wishes to understand the statements in the Introduction 
should read with care that part of the book on which they are a com- 
ment ; thus the portions of the Introduction referring to the Sovereignty of 
Parliament ought to bo read in connection with Part I. Chapters I.-III., post. 

’ See Chapa. I.-III., gmst. 

* See Chap. I. p. 3S, post. Parliament may itself by Act of Parliament 
cither expressly or impliedly give to some subordinate legislature or other 
body the power to modify or add to a given Act of Parliament. Thus under 
the Commonwealth Act, 63 & 64 Viet. o. 12, the Impei^ol Parliament has given 
to the Parliament of the Australian Commonwealth power to modify many 
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right or power of Parliament extends to every part of the 
King’s dominions.^ These doctrines appear in the fl^st 
e(Jition of this work, published in 1885 ; they have been 
repeated in each successive edition published up to the present 
day. Their truth has never been denied. We must now, 
however, consider whether they are an accurate description 
of parhamentary sovereignty as it now exists in 1914. And 
here it should be remarked that parhamentary sovereignty 
may possibly at least have been modified in two different 
directions, which ought to be distinguished. It is possible, in 
the first place, that the constitution or nature of the sovereign 
power may have undergone a change. If, for example, 
the King and the Houses of Parhament had passed a law 
abolishing the House of Lords and leaving supreme le^slative 
power in the hands of the King and of the House of Commons, 
any one would feel that the sovereign to which parhamentary 
sovereignty had been transferred was an essentially different 
sovereign from the King and the two Houses which in 1884 
possessed supreme power. It is possible, in the second place, 
that since 1884 the Imperial Parhament may, if not in 
theory yet in fact, have ceased as a rulelfco exercise supreme 
legislative power in certain countries subject to the authority 
of the King. Let us consider carefuUy each of these two 
possibihties. 

I. Possible change in constitution or character of the parlia- 
mentary sovereign (Effect of the Parliament Act, 1911). — 
The matter rmder consideration is in substance whether the 
Parhament Act,® has transferred legislative authority from 
the King ® and the two Houses of Parhament to the King 
and the House of Commons ? 


provisions of the Commonwealth Act, and the Imperial Parliament, under 
the National Insurance Act, 1911, has given power to the Insurance Com- 
missioners and to the Boari of Trade to modify some provisions of the 
Insurance Act. 

t See pp. 98-116, post. 

* See especially the Parliament Act, 1911, ss. 1-3, and Appendix, Note 
XTT T., the Parliament Act. 

" * ^e Parliament Act in no way diminishes the prerogatives of the King 
as they existed immediately before the passing of that Act, and it is enacted 
(Parliament Act. s. 6) that “ nothing in this Act shall diminish or qualify 
“ the existing rights aild privileges of the House of Commons." 
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The best mode of giving an answer to this question is first 
to^ state broadly what were the legislative powers of the 
House of Lords inunediately before the passing of the Parlia- 
ment Act, 18th August 1911, and next to state the main 
direct and indubitable effects of that Act on the legislative 
power of the House of Lords and of the House of Commons 
respectively. 

The slate of things immedialehj before the passing of the 
ParliameM Act . — No Act of Parliament of any kind could 
be passed without the consent thereto both of the House of 
Lords and of the House of Commons. No doubt the House of 
Lords did very rarely either alter or reject any Money Bill, 
and though the Lords have always claimed the right to alter 
or reject such a Bill, they have only on very special occasions 
exercised this power. No doubt again their lordships have, 
at any rate since 1832, acknowledged that they ought to pass 
any Bill deliberately desired by the nation, and also have 
admitted the existence of a more or less strong presumption 
that the House of Commons in general represents the will of 
the nation, and that the Lords ought, therefore, in general to 
consent to a Bill passed by the House of Commons, even though 
their lordships did not approve of the measure. But this pre- 
sumption may, they have always maintained, be rebutted if 
any strong ground can be showm for holding that the electors 
did not really wish such a Bill to become an Act of Parliament. 
Hence Bill after Bill has been passed by their lordships of which 
the House of Lords did not in reality approve. It was however 
absolutely indubitable xtp to the passing of the Parliament Act 
that no Act could be passed by Parliament without obtaining 
the consent of the House of Lords. Nor could any one dispute 
the legal right or power of the House, by refusing such assent, 
to veto the passing of any Act of which the House might 
disapprove. Two considerations, however, must be taken 
into account. This veto, in the first place, has, at any rate 
since 1832, been as a rule used by the Lords as a merely 
suspensive veto. The passing of the Great Eeform Act 
itself was delayed by their lordships for somewhat less than 
two years, and it may well be doubted whether they have, 
since 1832, ever by their legislative veto, 'delayed legislation 
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really desired by the electors for as much as two years, 
must again be remembered that the Lords, of recent years 
a^ least, have at times rejected Bills supported by the 
majority of the House of Commons which, as has been 
proved by the event, had not received the support of the 
electors. Hence it cannot be denied that the action of the 
House of Lords has sometimes protected the authority of 
the nation. 

The direct effects of the Parliament Act .^ — Such effects 
can be summed up in popular and intelligible language, rather 
than with technical precision, as follows : 

(1) In respect of any Money Bill the Act takes away all 
legislative power from the House of LordSj^ The House may 
discuss such a Bill for a calendar month, but cannot otherwise 
prevent, beyond a month, the Bill becoming an Act of Parha- 
ment.® 

(2) In respect of any public Bill (which is not a Money 
Bill),® the Act takes away from the House of Lords any 
final .veto, but leaves or gives to the House a suspensive 
veto.^ 

This suspensive veto is secured to the House of Lords 
because under the Parliament Act, s. 2, no such Bill can be 
passed without the consent of the House which has not ful- 
filled the following four conditions : 

(i.) That the Bill shall, before it is presented to the King 
for his assent, be passed by the House of Commons and be 
rejected by the House of Lords in each of three successive 
sessions.® 

(ii.) That the Bill shall be sent up to the House of Lords 
at least one calendar month before the end of each of these 
sessions.® 

(hi.) That in respect of such Bill at least two years shall 
■have elapsed between the date of the second reading of the 
Bill in the House of Commons during the first of those sessions • 


^ See os to “ indirect effects,” p. li, post. 

° See Parliament Act, Bs. 1 and 3. 

* Except a Bill for extending the maximum duration of Parliament 
beyond five years. See Parliament Act, b. 2, sub-s. 1. 

< See s. 2. 


0 See s. 2 (1). 


• Ibid. 
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aPjd the date on which it passes the House of Commons in the 
third of such sessions.^ 

(iv.) That the Bill presented to the King for his assent shdl 
be in every material respect identical with the Bill sent up to 
the House of Lords in the first of the three successive sessions 
except in so far as it may have been amended by or with the 
consent of the House of Lords. 

The history of the Government of Ireland Act, 1914, popu- 
larly, and throughout this Introduction generally, called the 
Home Rule BiU or Act, affords good illustrations of the peculiar 
procedure instituted by the Parliament Act. The Home 
Rule BiU was introduced into the House of Commons during 
the first of the three successive sessions on April 11, 1912 : 
it passed its second reading in the House of Commons during 
that session on May 9, 1912 ; it was rejected by the House of 
Lords either actually or constructively ^ in each of the three 
successive sessions. It could not then possibly have been ’ 
presented to the King for his assent till J une 9, 1914 ; it was 
not so presented to the King till September 18, 1914. On 
that day, just before the actual prorogation of Parliament in 
the third session, it received the royal assent without the 
consent of the House of Lords ; it thereby became the Govern- 
ment of Ireland Act, 1914. The Act as assented to by the 
King was in substance identical with the Bill sent up to the 
House of Lords in the first of the three sessions on January 16, 
1913. But here w'e come across the difficulty of amending 
a Bill under the ParUament Act after it had once been sent 
up in the third session to the House of Lords. By June 1914 
it was felt to be desirable to amend the Home Rule Bill in 
respect of the position of Ulster. On June 23 the Government 
brought into the House of Lords a Bill which should amend 

S. 2 (1) Proviso. Under this enactment the House of Lords may 
insist upon a delay of at least two years and one calendar month, and a 
powerfid opposition in the House of Commons may lengthen this delay. 

® Constructive rejection arises under the Parliament Act, B. 2, suh-s. 3, 
which runs as follows : “ A Bill shall be deemed to ho rejected by the 
“ House of Lords if it is not passed by the House of Lords either without 
“ amendment or with such amendments only os may he agreed to by both 
“ Houses.” The Home Rule Bill was actually rejected by the vote of the 
House of Lords in Its first and second session. It was constructively rejected 
in the third session by the House of Lords simply by the House not passing 
the Bill daring such session. 
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the Home Eule Act wliich was still a Bill, and it is difficujft 
to find a precedent for thus passing an Act for amending a 
BHl not yet on the statute-book. The attempt to carry out 
the Government’s proposal came to nothing. On September 
18, 1914, the Home Rule Bill became the Home Rule Act (or 
technically the Government of Ireland Act, 1914) unamended, 
but on the very day on which the Home Rule Act was finally 
passed it was in effect amended by a Suspensory Act under 
which the Government of Ireland Act, 1914, cannot come into 
force until at any rate twelve months from September 18, 
and possibly will not come into force until the present war has 
ended. The Suspensory Act evades or avoids the effect of 
the Parliament Act, but such escape from the effect of a 
recently passed statute suggests the necessity for some amend- 
ment in the procedure created by the Parliament Act. 

'■ (3) The House of Commons can without the consent of 
the House of Lords present to the King for his assent any 
Bill whatever which has complied with the provisions of the 
Parliament Act, section 2, or rather which is certified by the 
Speaker of the House of Commons in the way provided by 
the Act to have complied with the conditions of the Parhament 
Act, section 2. 

The simple truth is that the Parhament Act has given to 
the House of Commons, or, in plain language, to the majority 
thereof, the power of passing any Bill whatever, provided 
always that the conditions of the Parhament Act, section 2, are 
complied with. But these provisions do leave to the House 
of Lords a suspensive veto which may prevent a Bill from 
becoming an Act of Parhament for a period of certainly more, 
and possibly a good deal more, than two years.^ 

^ The Parliament Act leaves the existing rights and privileges of the 
House of Commons untouched {ibid. sect. G). No reference whatever is 
therein made to the so-called “ veto ” of the King. Its existence is un- 
doubted, but the veto has not been exercised for at least two centuries. The 
well-known words of Burke, however, should always be home in mind : 

‘ ' The king’s negative to bills,” he says, “ is one of the most indisputed of the 
“ royal prerogatives ; and it extends to all coses whatsoever. 1 am far 
“ from certain, that if several laws which I know had fallen under the stroke 
“ of that sceptre, the publio would have had a very heavy loss. But it 
“ is not the propriety of the exercise which is in question. The exercise 
“ itself is wisky forborrys. Its repose may be the preservation of its exist- 
“ence; and its existence may be the means of Bavinrr the constitution 
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'J'ln tliese circumstances it is arguable that the Parliament 
Act has transformed the sovereignty of Parliament into the 
sovereignty of the King and the House of Commons. But 
the better opinion on the whole is that sovereignty still resides 
in the King and the two Houses of Parliament, The gromids 
for this opinion are, firstly, that the IHng and the two Houses 
acting together can most certainly enact or repeal any law 
whatever without in any way contravening the Parliament 
Act; and, secondly, that the House of Lords, while it cannot 
prevent the House of Commons from, in effect, passing under 
the Parliament Act any change of the constitution, provided 
always that the requirements of the Parliament Act are 
complied with, nevertheless can, as long as that Act remains 
in force, prohibit the passing of any Act the effectiveness of 
which depends upon its being passed without delay. 

Hence, on the whole, the correct legal statement of the 
actual condition of things is that sovereignty still resides 
in Parliament, le. in the King and the two Houses acting 
together, but that the Parliament Act has greatly increased 
the share of sovereignty possessed by the House of Commons 
and has greatly diminished the share thereof belonging to 
the House of Lords. 

II. Practical change in the area of jJarliamenkmj sovereignty. 
(Relation of the Imperial Parliament to the Dominions .^) — 

“ itself, on an occasion worthy of bringing it forth.” — Burke, Letter to the 
Sheriffs of Bristol, vol. iii., cd. 1808, pp. 180, 181 ; eel. 1872, vol. ii. p. 28. 
Exporicnoo has confitmed the soundness of Burke’s doctrine. The 
existence of this ** negative ” has greatly facilitated the development of 
the present happy relation between England and her self-governing 
colonics. It has enabled English and colonial statesmanship to create 
that combination of Imperial unity with something coming near to 
colonial independenco which may ultimately turn out to bo the salvation 
of the British Empire. 

^ For this use of the term Dominions see British Nationality & Status 
of Aliens Act, 1914, 4 & 5 Geo. V. o. 17, Ist Schedule. Compare especially 
08 to British colonies with representative and responsible government 
pp. 98 to 116, post. 

The Dominions for the most part consist either of a country which was 
a self-governing colony, or of countries which were self-governing colonies 
in 1884. But this statement does not apply with perfect accuracy to every 
one of the Dominions. Western Australia, for instance, which is now one 
of the states of the Commonwealth of Australia, did not obtain responsible 
government till 1890, and Natal, now a state of the Union of South -Africa, 
did not obtain such government till 1893. The Union of South * fric, it If 
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The term “ Dominions ” means and includes the Dominion 
of Canada, Newfoundland, the Commonwealth of Australia, 
New Zealand, and the Union of South Africa. Each of the 
Dominions is a self-governing colony, i.e. a colony possessed 
both of a colonial Parliament, or representative legislature, 
and a responsible government, or in other words, of a govern- 
ment responsible to such legislatme. 

Our subject raises two questions : 

Firsl question . — ^What is the difference between the relation 
of the Imperial Parliameiit to a self-governing colony, such, 
e.g., as New Zealand, in 1884, and the relation of the same 
Parliament to the Dominion, e.g. of New Zealand, in 1914 ? 

Before attempting a direct answer to this inquiry it is 
well to point out that in two respects of considerable import- 
ance the relation of the Imperial Parliament ^ to the seM- 
governing colonies, whether called Dominions or not, has in 
no respect changed since 1884. 

In the first place, the Imperial Parliament still claims 
in 1914, as it claimed in' 1884, the possession of absolute 
sovereignty throughout e^ery part of the British Empire ; and 
this claim, which certaiiny extends to every Dominion, would 
be admitted as sound legal doctruie by any court throughout 
the Empire which purported to act under the authority 


consists to a great extent of states which in 1884, though subject to the 
suzerainty of the King, were (under the government of the Boers) all but 
independent countries. 

Throughout this Introduction, unless the contrary is expressly stated, 
or appears from the context, no reference is made to the position cither 
of (i.) the Crown colonies, or (ii.) the tlireo colonies, viz. the Bahamas, 
Barbadoos, and Bermuda, which possess repTcsentativc but not responsible 
government, or (in.) British India. This Introduction, in short, in so 
far as it deals with the relation of the Imperial Parliament the colonies, 
refers exclusively, or all but exclusively, to the relation between the Imperial 
Parliament and the five Dominions. 

t This term means what an English writer on our constitution would 
generally call simply “ Parliament,” that is the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom. The term “ Imperial Parliament " is, however, a convenient 
one when we have to deal, as in this Introduction, with the relation between 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom and the Dominions, every one of 
which has representative legislatures of their own which are always 
popularly, and sometimes in Acts of Parliament, termed Parliaments. 
The term “ Imperial Parliament ” is used in colonial statutes, e.g., 
in the Interpretation Act of the Commonwealth of Australia, No. 2 
of 1901 
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oi the King. The constitution indeed of a Dominion in 
general originates in and depends upon an Act, or Acts, 
of the Imperial Parliament ; and these constitutional 
statutes are assuredly liable to be changed by the Imperial 
Parhament. 

Parliament, in the second place, bad long before 1884 
practically admitted the truth of the doctrine in vain pressed 
upon his contemporaries by Burke,^ when insisting upon the 
folly of the attempt made by the Parliament of England 
to exert as much absolute power in Massachusetts as in 
Sliddlesex, that a real limit to the exercise of sovereignty is 
imposed not by the laws of man but by the nature of things, 
and that it was vain for a parliamentary or any other 
sovereign to try to exert cr£ual power throughout the whole 
of an immense Empire. The completeness of this admission 
is shown by one noteworthy fact ; the Imperial Parliament 
in 1884, and long before 1884, had ceased to impose of its own 
authority and for the benefit of England any tax upon any 
British colony.^ The omnipotence, in short, of Parliament, 

' “ Who aro you," to quote his words, " that should fret and rage, ond 
“ bite tho chains of nature ? Nothing worse happens to you, than does to 
“ all nations who have extensive empire ; and it happens in all tho forms 
“ into which empire can be thrown. In largo bodies, tho oircnlation of 
“ power must be less vigorous at the extremities. Nature has said it. Tho 
“ Turk cannot govern Egypt, and Arabia, and Curdistan, as he governs 
“ Thrace ; nor has ho the same dominion in the Crimea and in Algiers which 
he has at Brusa and Smyrna. Despotism itself is obliged to truck and 
“ huckster. Tho Sultan gets such obedience as ho can. Ho governs with a 
“ loose rein, that he may govern at all ; and the whole of tho force and 
‘ vigour of his authority in tho centre is derived from a prudent relaxation 
‘ in all his borders. Spain, in her provinces, is, perhaps, not so well obeyed 
‘ as you arc in yours. She complies too ; she submits ; she watches times. 
“ This is tho immutable condition, tho eternal law, of extensive and 
“detached empire.” — Burke, Concilialion with America, vol. iii. (ed. 1808), 
pp. 50, 57. 

* This renunciation by tho Imx>crial Parliament of the right to impose 
taxes upon a colony, whether a self-governing colony or not, has passed 
through two stages. Sinoe^l783 taxation imposed by an Imperial Act has 
always been, even in the case of a Crown colony, imposed for the benefit of 
the colony, and the proceeds thereof have been paid to tho colony. But 
until tho rcpe.il of the Navigation Laws in 1849 Parliament, in support of 
our whole navigation system, retained the practice of imx>osing duties on 
goods iinpoitcd into tho colonics, though the proceeds thereof were paid to 
tho colonics so taxed. Since 1840 no Imperial Act has been passed for tho 
taxation of any colony, and no colony is compelled by the Imperial Parlia- 
ment to contribute anything in tho way of taxation towards the cost of tho 
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though theoretically adnhtlod, has been applied in its |pll 
effect only to the United Kingdom. 

• A student may ask what is the good of insisting upon the 
absolute sovereignty of Parliament in relation to theDominions 
when it is admitted that Parliament never gives, outside the 
United Kingdom, and probably never will give, full effect 
to this asserted and more or less fictitious omnipotence. The 
answer to this suggestion is that students who do not bear in’ 
mind the claim of Parliament to absolute sovereignty through- 
out the whole of the British Empire, \vill never understand the 
extent to which this sovereign power is on some occasions 
actually exerted outside the limits of the United Kingdom, 
nor, though this statement sounds paradoxical, will they 
understand the Kmits which, with the full assent, no less of 
English than of colonial statesmen, are in fact, as regards 
at any rate the Dominions, imposed upon the actual exercise 
of the theoretically limitless authority of Parliament. It 
will be found further that even to the Dominions themselves 
there is at times some advantage in the admitted authority 
of the Imperial Parliament to legislate for the whole Empire. 
In the eyes, at any rate, of thinkers who share the moral 
convictions prevalent in most civilised states, it must seem 
a gain that the Imperial Parliament should have been able 
in 1834 to prohibit the existence of slavery in any country 
subject to the British Crown, and should be able to-day to 
forbid throughout the whole Empire the revival of the Slave 
Trade, or of judicial torture. 

Let us now turn to the points wherein the relation of the 
Imperial Parliament to the self-governing colonies in 1884 
differed from the existing relation of the Imperial Parliament 
to the Dominions in 1914. 

The relation of the Imperial Parliament in 1884 to a self- 
governing colony, e.g. New Zealand. 

The Imperial Parliament, under the guidance of English 
statesmen, certainly admitted in practice thirty years ago 
that a self-governing colony, such as New Zealand, ought to 

government of the United Kingdom or towards the defence of tho British 
Empire. 

Tho Imperial Parliament does still impose customs duties upon the Isle 
of M'-n See 3 4 Geo. V. c. 18. 
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le-iHiOTred in local mattcis to k^<r1atft for kscTf, PaiEament 
did, IsoweTcr, occasTonalU' legslate for Jfev Zeataad or any 
ffltheir ateM - governing colony. Thus tlie existing EnglisK' 
Banknaptcy Act, 18 m3, aa a matter of fact transreried, as it 
still trsnsfera, to the in >>an]cruptcy the bantrapT's 

pinperty, and even bis inamovable property Situate in any 
part of the British EmpareA and a discharEe under the 
English Bankniptcy Act, 1S.S3, vraa, and arid is, a disc-targe 
grf rea^ateb the debts of the hankrapt contracted in any part 
of the British Empire,* e.g. in Xew Zealand or in the Common- 
vrealth of Anstralia. ikj again the veto o: the Cro^Tt -vras, 
in one form or another * in li!d4, and even later, ’jsed occasion- 
ally to prevent coJonial legislation which, tnongh approved 
of by the peop>5e of the colony and hy the iegis.’afire thereof, 
might he oj»poeed to the moral feeling or con’.icrions of 
En^shmen. Thus crdoniai Bills for legalkir.g the marriages 
between a man and his deceased wife’s sLster, or between a 
woman and her deceased hosband’s brother, were sometimes 
vetoed by the Crown, or in effect on the advice of ministers 
snpporteil by the Imperial Parliament, doubt as time 
went on the nnv/illingness of English statesmen to interfere, by 
means of the royal veto or otherwise, with colonial legislation 
which affec-ted only the internal government of a seif-govem- 
irig colony, increased. But such interference was not un- 
known. There wa.s further, in 1884, an appeal in every colony 
frian the jadgments of the .Supreme Court thereof to the 
English Privy Council. And a British Government would 
in 1884 have felt itself at liberty to interfere with the executive 
action of a colonial Cabinet when such action was inconsistent 
with English ideas of justice. It wa.? also in 1884 a clear 
princ-ijile of English administration that English colonists 
shonld neither directly nor indirectly take part in n^otiating 
treaties with foreign powers. Nor had eit^r England or the 
self-govemiTig colonies, thirty years ago, realised the general 
advantage of those conferences now becoming a legolar part 

> ftee Dicey, Conflict of Lawt (2nd ed.), pp. 329-333. 

• lind., p. 441, and EBis y. M'Henry (1871), L. R. 6, C. P. 228, 234- 
2W> ; but contrast New Zealand Loan, ele. Co. v. Morrison [18981 A. C. 349, 
cited Conflict of Laws, p. 342. 

» Hce pp. 111-116, post. 
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of English public hfe, at u hich Enghsh ministers and colonial 
mimsters could confei upon questions of colonial polic}, and 
• could thus practically acknowledge the interest of the colomes 
in everything w hich concerned the elfare of the u hole Empire. 
Neither certainlv did English statesmen in ISSi contemplate 
the possibility of a colony standing neutral dining a war 
between England and a foreign power 

The relation of the Imperial Paihament in 1914 to ‘a 
Dominion ^ 

This relation may now , it is submitted, be roughly summed 
up in the following rules ; 

Rtile 1 — ^In regard to any mattei irhich directly affects 
Imperial interests the Imperial Parhament wall (though with 
constantly increasing caution) pass laws winch apply to a 
Dominion and otherwise exeicise sovereign power m such a 
Domimon 

But this lule applies almost exclusively to matters which 
diiectly and indubitably affect Imperial interests ® 

Rule 2 — Parhament does not concede to any Dominion 
or to the legislature theieof the light — 

(a) to repeal [except by viitue of an Act of the Imperial 
Parhament] any Act of the Imperial Parhament applying 
to a Dominion , 

(i) to make of its own authonty a tiea ty with any foreign 
power ; 

(c) to stand neutral in the event of a wai between the King 
and any foreign power, or, in general, to receive any benefit 
from a foreign power which is not offered by such power to 
the wdiole of the British Empire ® 

It must be noted that under these two rules the Imperial 
Parliament does letain, and sometimes exeits the light to 
legislate m regard to matters which may greatly concern the 
prosperity of a Dommion, and also does m some respects 
seriously curtail both the legislative power of a Dominion 
Parhament and the executive power of a Dommion Cabinet. 
As long, in short, as the present state of things contmues, 


1 See as to meaning of Dommion, p xxiv, note 1, ante 
* See Kei^, ReapoTisMe Qoternment in the Dominions, p 1316. 
» IM pp 1119 1122 
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the Imperial Parliament, to the extent I have laid down, 
atilPtreats any Dominion as on matters of Imperial concern 
subordinate to the sovereignty of the Imperial Parliament. 

'Rvle 3. — The Imperial Parliament now admits and acts 
upon the admission, that any one of the Dominions has 
acquired a moral right to as much independence, at any rate 
in regard to matters occurring within the territory of such 
Dominion, as can from the nature of things be conceded to 
any country which still forms part of the British Empire. 

Take the following illustration of the extent of such internal 
independence : 

Parliament does not (except at the ^vish of a Dominion) 
legislate with respect to matters which merely concern the 
internal interests of such Dominion, e.p. New Zealand.^ 

The legislature of any Dominion has within the territorial 
limits of such Dominion power to legislate in regard to any 
matter which solely concerns the internal interests of such 
Dominion. 

The power of the Crown, i.e. of the British ministry, to 
veto or ^sallow in any way * any Bill passed by the legislature 
of a Dominion, e.g. New Zealand, is now most sparingly 
exercised, and will hardly be used unless the Bill directly 
interferes with Imperial interests or is as regards the colonial 
le^slature vUra vires. Thus the Crown, or in other words a 
British ministry, Avill now not veto or disallow any Bill passed 
by the legislature of a Dominion on the ground that such Bill 
is indirectly opposed to the interests of the United Kingdom, 
or contradicts legal principles generally upheld in England, 
e.g. the principle of free trade. 

The British Government will not interfere with the executive 
action of the Government (e.g. of New Zealand) in the giving or 
the withholding of pardon for crime, in regard to transactions 
taking place wholly within the territory of New Zealand.^ 

Any Dominion has now a full and admitted right to raise 
noilitary or naval forces for its own defence. And the policy 
of England is in the main to withdraw the English Army from 

‘ See Keith, Baipongible Government in the-Bominiona, pp. 1316-} 328. 

® See p. Ill, poet. 

• See Keith, Besponeiblt Government in the Dominions, p, 1583. 
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the Dominions and to encourage any Dominion to prcgride 
for its own defence and to raise for itself a Navy, and thereby 
‘contribute to the defensive power of the British Empire. 

The Imperial Government is now ready at the wish of a 
Dominion to exclude from its constitution, either partially or 
wholly, the right of appeal from the decision of the Supreme 
Court of such Dominion to the Privy Council.^ 

The Imperial Government also is now ready at the wish 
of a Dominion to grant to such Dominion the power to amend 
by law the constitution thereof though created under an Act 
of the Imperial ParKament.® 

iJwfe 4. — The habit has now grown up that conferences 
should be held from time to time in England, at which shall 
be present the Premier of England and the Premier of each 
Dominion, for consultation and discussion on all matters con- 
cerning the interest and the policy of the Empire, and that 
such conferences should be from time to time held may now, it 
is submitted, be considered a moral right of each Dominion. 

These conferences, which were quite imthought of thirty 
'sears ago, and which did not receive their present form until 
tne year 1907, mark in a very striking manner a gradual and 
therefore the more important change in the relations between 
England and the self-governing colonies. 

The answer then to the question before us ® as to the differ- 
ence between the relation of England (or in strictness of the 
Imperial Parliament) to the self-governing colonies * in 1884 
and her relation to the Dominions in 1914 can thus be 
summed up : At the former period England conceded to the 
self-governing colonies as much of independence as was 
necessary to give to such colonies the real management 
in their internal or local affairs. But English statesmen 
at that date did intend to retain for the Imperial Par- 
liament, and the Imperial Government as representing such 

> See Conunonwcalth of Australia Constitution, s. 74 ; South Africa Act. 
1909, B. 106. 

* See especially South Africa Act, 1909, a. 106. 

* See firat question, p. xxv, ante. 

* The difference between the expression ** self-governing colonies ” and 
“ Dominions ” is srorth noticing. The first is appropriate to 1884, the' 
second is appropriate to 1914. 
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PauJiament, a real and effective control over the action of 
the tniniH try and the legislature of each self-governing 
colony in so far as that control was not palpably incon- 
sistent mth independence as regards the management of 
strictly local affairs. In 1914 the colonial policy of England 
is to grant to every Dominion absolute, unfettered, complete, 
local autonomy,^ in so far as such perfect self-government 
by a Dominion does not clearly interfere with loyalty of the 
Dominion to the Empire. The two relations of England to 
the self-governing colonies — ^now called Dominions — are, it 
may be objected, simply one and the same relation described 
in somewhat different language. The objection is plausible, 
but not sound. My effort has been to describe two different 
ways of looldng at one and the same relation, and the results 
of this difference of view are of practical consequence. In 
1884 it was admitted, as it is to-day, that the self-governing 
colonies must have rights of self-government. But in 1884 
the exercise of self-government on the part of any colony was 
regarded as subordinate to real control by the English Parlia- 
ment and Crown of colonial legislation which might be opposed 
to English interests or to English ideals of political prudence. 
In 1914 the self-government, e.g., of New Zealand means 
absolute, unfettered, complete autonomy, without consulting 
English ideas of expediency or even of moral duty. The one 
limit to this complete independence in regard to local govern- 
ment is that it is confined to really local matters and does 
not trench upon loyalty to the Empire. The independence 
of the Dominion, in short, means nowadays as much of 
independence as is compatible with each Dominion remain- 
ing part of the Empire. 

Second question . — What are the changes of opinion which 
have led up to the altered relation between England and the 
Dominions 1 ® 

“ In the early Victorian era [and even in the mid- Victorian 
“ era] there were two rough-and-ready solutions for what 
“ was regarded, with some impatience, by the British states- 

*^Soo Minutes of Proceedings of Imperial Conference, 19H [Cd. 6745], 

» See Law and Opinion, pp. 450-467. 
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“ men of that day as the ‘ Colonial problem.’ The on© was 
“ centralisation — ^the government, that is, except in relatively 
“ trivial matters, of aU the outlying parts of the Empire 
“ from an office in Downing Street. The other was dis- 
“ integration — the acquiescence in, perhaps the encouragement 
“of, a process of successive ‘ hivings off ’ by which, without 
“ the hazards or einbitterments of coercion, each commmiity, 
“ as it grew to political manhood, would follow the example 
“ of the American Colonies, and start an independent and 
“ sovereign existence of its own. After 70 years’ experience 
“ of Imperial evolution, it may be said with confidence that 
“ neither of these theories commands the faintest support 
“ to-day, either at home or in any part of our self-governing 
“ Empire. We were saved from their adoption — some people 
“ would say by the favour of Providence — or (to adopt a 
“ more flattering hypothesis) by the political instinct of out 
“ race. And just in proportion as centralisation was seen to 
“ be increasingly absurd, so has disintegration been felt to 
“ be increasingly impossible. Whether in the United King- 
“ dom, or in any one of the great communities which you 
“ represent, we each of us are, and we each of us intend to 
“ remain, master in our own household. This is, here at 
“ home and throughout the Dominions, the hfe-blood of our 
“ polity. It is the arbiculus stantis aiit cadentis Imperii." ^ 

These words are a true statement of patent facts, but it 
will on examination be found that the change during recent 
years in English opinion, and also in colonial opinion, with 
regard to the relation between England and the Dominions 
presents rather more complexity than at first sight may be 
apparent® to a casual reader of Mr. Asquith’s address. Up 
to the last quarter of the mneteenth century, and even as late 
as 1884, many Englishmen, including a considerable number 
of our older statesmen, held that the solution of the colonial 
problem was to be foimd wholly iii the willingness of England 
to permit and even to promote the separation from the Empire 

^ Minutes of Proceedings of the Imperial Conference, 1911 [Cd. 6745]. 
Opening address of the President (Mr. Asquith), p. 22. Compare “ Message 
of King to Govemmente and Peoples of the Self-governing Dominions," 
Times, Sept. 10, 1914. 

s Compare Diceyf Late and Opinion, pp. 450-457. 
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of aaiy self-governing colony wliicli desired independence, 
provided that this separation should take place without 
engendering any bad feeling between England and her so- 
called dependencies. No doubt there existed, at any rate 
till the middle of the nineteenth century, a limited body 
of experienced officials who held that our colonial system, 
as long as it was maintained, implied the active control 
by England of colonial affaits. But such men in many 
cases doubted whether the maintenance of the Colonial 
Empire was of real benefit to England, and thought that on 
the whole, with respect at any rate to any self-governing 
colony, the course of prudence was to leave things alone 
until it should have become manifest to every one that the 
hour for friendly separation had struck. The self-goveniing 
colonies, on the other hand, up at any rate till 1884, just 
because they were more and more left alone and free to 
manage their oto affairs, though they occasionally resented 
the interference of the English Government TOth colonial 
legislation, were on the whole contented with things as they 
stood. They certainly did not display any marked desire to 
secede from the Empire. Still less, however, did they show 
any active wish to take part in controlling the policy of the 
Empire, or to share the cost of Imperial defence. Honest 
behef in the principle of laissezfaire produced its natural and, 
as far as it went, beneficial result. It removed causes of 
discontent ; it prevented the rise of ill-will between England 
and her self-governing colonies. But it did not of itself produce 
any kind of Imperial patriotism. The change which a student 
has to note is an alteration of feehng, which did not become 
very obvious till near the close of the nineteenth century. 
This was the growth (to use a current expression) of Imperialism. 
But this term, hke all popular phrases, is from its very vague- 
ness certain to mislead those who use it, unless its meaning 
be defined with some care. In regard to the British Empire 
it ought to be used as a term neither of praise nor of blame, 
but as the name for an idea which, in so far as it is true, is 
of considerable importance. This idea is that the British 
Empire is an institution well worth maintaining, and this 
not on mere grounds of sentiment but for definite and assien- 
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able reasons. Upon England and upon every country subject 
to the King of England the British Empire confers at least 
^wo benefits : It secures permaJient peace among the in- 
habitants of the largest of existing states ; it again secures, 
or ought to secure, to the whole of this vast community absolute 
protection against foreign attack. The resources of the Empire 
are, it is felt, practically inexhaustible ; the creation of 4 
fleet supported by revenues and also by armies drawn from 
every country subject to the King of England should, provided 
England herself stands properly armed, render invasion of the 
British Empire by any of the great military powers of Europe 
an impossibility. But then the hugeness of the Empire and the 
strength of the Empire, if it remains united, are enough to show 
that the different countries which are parts of the Imperial 
system would, if they each stood alone, be easily assailable by 
any state or combination of states which had the command 
of large military and naval armaments. Neither England, in 
short, nor any of her self-governing Dominions can fail to see 
that the dissolution of the Empire might take from both the 
mother comitry and the most powerful of the Dominions the 
means necessary for maintaining liberty and independence. 
Loyalty to the Empire, typified by loyalty to the King, is in 
short a sentiment developed by the whole course of recent 
history. It is a feeling or conviction Avhich places the relation of 
England and the Dominions in a new light. It amply accounts 
for the extraordinary difference between the colonial policy 
accepted both by England and by the self-governing colonies 
in 1850, and even (to a great extent) in 1884, and the colonial 
pohey acceptable both to England and to her all but inde- 
pendent Dominions in 1914. English statesmen on the one 
hand now proffer to, and almost force upon, each Dominion 
every liberty compatible with the maintenance of the Empire ; 
but then English statesmen no longer regard with philosophic 
calm the dawn of the day when any one of the Dominions may 
desire to secede from the Empire. The Dominions, on the 
other hand, have no longer any reason to fear and do not 
desire any interference with colonial affairs either by the 
legislation of the Imperial Parliament or by the administrative 
action of officials a^ Downing Street who are the servants of the 
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Iirfperial Parliament. But then statesmen of the Dominions 
show a willingness to share the cost of the defence of the 
Empire, and at the same time express at each of the great» 
Conferences, with more and more plainness, the desire that 
the Dominions should take a more aetive part in the deter- 
mination of Imperial policy. It is not my object, at any 
rate at this part of this Introduction, to consider how far it 
may be possible to give satisfaction to the desires of rational 
Imperialists, and still less ought any man of sense to express 
any confident opinion as to how far the sentiment of Im- 
perialism may in the course of time increase in force or suffer 
diminution. My immediate aim is to show that this new 
Imperialism is the natural result of historical circumstances. 
It is well, however, to bear in mind several considerations 
which Englishmen of to-day are apt to overlook. The 
friendly Imperialism which finds expression in the Imperial 
Conferences is itself the admirable fruit of the old policy of 
hiissezfaire. The system of leaving the self-governing colonies 
alone first appeased discontent, and next allowed the growth 
of friendliness which has made it possible for the English 
inhabitants, and even in some cases the foreign inhabitants, 
of the Dominions to recognise the benefits wliich the Empire 
confers upon the Dominions, and for Englishmen at home to 
see that the Dominions may contribute to the safety of 
England and to the prosperity of the whole Empire.^ But we 
must at the same time recognise that the policy of friendly 
indifference to secession from the Empire, which nominally, 
at any rate, was favoured by many Englisb statesmen during 
the nineteenth century, has come to an end. The war in 
South Africa was in reahty a w'ar waged not only by England 
but also by the Dominions to prevent secession ; the concession 
further to the South African Union of the full rights of a 
Dominion is no more inconsistent with resistance to secession 
than was the restoration to the Southern States of the American 
Commonwealth of their full right to existence as States of 
the United States. It must, lastly, be noted, that while the 
inhabitants of England and of the Dominions express at each 
Conference their honest pleasure in Imperial unity, the growth 

^ As they now [1914] are contributin''. 
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of Imperialism already causes to many patriotic men cne 
disappointment. Events suggest that it may turn out difficult, 
wr even impossible, to establish throughout the Empire that 
equal citizenship of all British subjects which exists in the 
United Kingdom and which Englishmen in the middle of 
the nineteenth century hoped to see established throughout 
the length and breadth of the Empire.^ 


(B) The Eule of Law® 


The rule of law, as described in this treatise, remains to 
this day a distinctive characteristic of the English constitu- 
tion. In England no man can be made to suffer punishmenti 
or to pay damages for any conduct not definitely' forbidden! 
by law ; every man’s legal rights or liabilities ate almost] 
yivariably determined by the ordinary Courts of the realm, 
and each man’s individual rights are far leas the result of our 
constitution than the basis on which that constitution is 
founded. 

The priuciplea| laM do wnlin this treatise with regard to th( 
rule of law and lio the nature of droit administraiif need little 
change. My objeet in this Introduction is first to note a 


^ The kind of equality among British subjects which Englishmen, whether 
wi.s<'ly or not, liopod to establish throughout the whole Empire is'hcst seen 
by considering the sort of equality which actually exists and has for many 
years existed in England. Speaking broadly, every British subject has 
in England at the present d.ay the same political rights as every natural- 
born Englishman, e.g. an Englishman born in England and tho son of English 
paronts settled iii’^ngland. Thus a British subject, whatever be the place 
of liis birth, or the race to which ho belongs, or I moy now add the religion 
which he profosse.s, has, with the rarest possible exceptions, the same right 
to settle or to trade in England which is possessed by a natural-born English- 
man. He has further exactly tho same political rights. He can, if he 
satisfies tho requirements of the English electoral law, vote for a member 
of Parliament ; he can, if he commends himself to an English constituency, 
lake his scat as a member of Parliament. There is no law which forbids 
any British subject, wherever he bo born, or to whatever race he belongs, 
to become a member of the English Cafimet or a Prime Minister. Of course 
it will be said that it is extremely improbable that the offices 1 have men- 
tioned will, in fact, be filled by men who are not in reality Englishmen by 
race. This remark to a certain extent is true, though it is not wholly true. 
But the possession of theoretically equal political rights does certainly give 
in En^and, or rather to bo strictly accurate in the United Kingdom, to 
every British subject an equality which some British subjects do not possess 
in some of the Dominions. 

• See Part II., and especially Chap. IV., post. 
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singular decline among modern Englishmen in their respeet or 
reverence for the rule of law , and secondly, to call attention 
to certain changes in the droit administratif of France.^ 

1. Bedim in reference for rule of lair. — The ancient 
' veneration for the rule of law has in England suffered during 
the last thirty years a marked decline. The truth of this 
-jissertion is proved by actual legislation, by the existence 
among some classes of a certain distrust both of the law and 
of the judges, and by a marked tendency towards the use 
of lawless methods for the attainment of social or pohtical 
ends. 

, Legislation. — ^Recent Acts have given judicial or quasi- 
judicial authority to officials ^ who stand more or less in 
connection with, and therefore may be influenced by, the 
government of the day, and henee have in some cases excluded 
V and in others indirectly diminished, the authority of the law 
I Courts. This tendency to diminish the sphere of the rule cm 
flaw is shown, for instance, in the judicial powers conferred 
upon the Education Commissioners by the Education Act 
1902,® on various officials by the National Insiuance Acts 
1911 and 1913,^ and on the Commissioners of Inlanc 
Revenue and other officials by the Finance Act, 1910.'' 
It is also shown by the Parhament Act, 1911, s. 3 
which enacts that “ any certificate of the Speaker of th( 
“ House of Commons given under this Act shall be con 
“ elusive for all purposes and shall not be questioned in anj 
“ Court of law.” This enactment, if strictly construed, woult 
protect any Speaker who, either from partisanship or ti 
promote some personal interest of his owm, signed a certific'ati 
which was notoriously false from being liable to punisbmen 
by any Court of law whatever.® No doubt the House o 

* See Chap. XII. post. 

‘ See generally on this point Hair, Peers and Bureaucrats, especially 
pp 1-94. 

* See sect. 7, and B. ▼. Board oj Education {Swansea Case) [1910], 2 K. B. 
167 ; Board of Education v. Bice [1911], A. C. 179. 

* See National Insniance Act, 1911, ss. 66, 67, 88 (1), and generally Law 

and Opinion (2nd ed.), pp. 41-43. j 

‘ See especially sect. 2, snb-s. 3, ss. 33 and 96. 

' Would this enactment protect the Speaker against an impeachment 
loi giving a certificate which he knew to be false 7 ’ 



RULE OF LAW 


XXXIX 


Commons has been historically jealous of any judicial intei- 
ference with persons acting under the authority of the House, 
lind has on more than one occasion claimed in a sense to be 
above the law of the land. All that can be said is that such 
claims have rarely been of advantage or credit to the House, 
and that the present time is hardly the proper season for the 
curtailment by the House of le^timate judicial power. Hr 
must, however, in fairness be noted that the invasion of the 
rule of law by imposing judicial functions upon officials is due, 
in part, to the whole current of legislative opinion in favour 
of extending the sphere of the State’s authority. The in- 
evitable result of thus immensely increasing the duties of the 
"Government is that State officials must more and more under- 
take to manage a mass of public business, e.g., to give one ex- 
ample only, the public education of the majority of the citizens. 
But Courts are from the nature of things misuited for the 
transaction of business. The primary duty of a judge is to 
act in accordance with the strict rules of law. He must shun, 
above all things, any injustice to individuals. The well-wom 
and often absurdly misapplied adage that “ it is better that 
“ ten criminals should escape conviction than that one innocent 
“ man should without cause be found guilty of crime ” does 
after all remind us that the first duty of a judge is not 
to punish crime but to punish it without doing injustice. A 
man of business, whether employed by a private firm or work- 
ing in a public office, must make it his main object to see that 
the business in which he is concerned is efficiently carried out. 
He could not do this if tied down by the rules which rightly 
check the action of a judge. The official must act on evidence 
which, though strong, may not be at all conclusive. The 
official must often act \rith severity towards subordinates 
whose stupidity, and not their voluntary wrong-doing, gives 
cause for ffismissal. A judge, on the other hand, is far more 
concerned with seeing that the law is strictly carried out than in 
showing consideration to individuak. “ That hard cases make 
bad law” is proverbial; the transaction of business, in short, 
is a very different thing from the giving of judgments : The 
more multifarious therefore become the afiairs handed over to 
the m“Ti"CTement of civil serv"nts the oreater will be always 
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the temptation, and often the necessity, extending to the 
discretionary powers given to officials, and thus preventing 
law Courts from intervening in matters not suited for legal 
decision. 

Distrust of Judges and of Courts . — If the House of Commons 
deliberately excludes the intervention of any law Court in 
' matters wffich the House may deem (with very dubious truth) 
to concern the House alone, we can scarcely woi^der that 
artisans should have no love for judicial decisions. In plain 
truth, while every man of at all respectable instincts desires 
what he considers justice for himself and for the class to which 
he belongs, almost all men desire something more than, and* 
different from, justice for themselves and against their neigh- 
bours. This is inevitably the case with persons such as the 
members of trade unions, who are trying, with a good 
deal of success, to enforce trade rules which often arouse 
the censure of the public, and sometimes come into absolute 
conflict with the law of the land. The blackleg may be, and 
one may suspect often is, a mean fellow who, to put money 
into his own pocket, breaks rules which his fellow-workers 
hold to be just and beneficial to the trade generally. He, 
for example, has no objection, if properly paid for it, to work 
with men who are not members of any union. The blackleg, 
however, all but invariably keeps within the law of the land, 
and proposes to do nothing Avhich violates any principle estab- 
lished by common law or any enactment to be fomrd in the 
Statute Book. The trade unionists whom he offends know 
perfectly well that the blackleg is in the eye of the law 
no wrong-doer ; they therefore feel that the Courts are his 
protectors, and that, somehow or other, trade unions must' 
be protected against the intervention of the judges. Hence 
the invention of that self-contradictory idea of “ peaceful 
picketing,” which is no more capable of real existence than 
would be “ peaceful war ” or “ unoppressive oppression ” ; 
hence, too, that triumph of legalised wrong-doing sanctioned 
by the fourth section of the Trade Disputes Act,^ 1906. It 
is however by no means to be supposed that artisans are the 

^ Sec Law and Opinion, pp. xliv-xivi, and compare the Trade Union 
Act, 1913, ibid. p. xlTiii. 
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^ only class accustomed to decry a judge or the legislature wheri 
the one gives a judgment or the other passes a law opposed 
to the moral convictions of a particular part of the community. 

Lawlessness . — Till a time well within the memory of persons 
now living, it would have heen very difficult to find any body 
of men or women who did not admit that, broadly speaking, 
a breach of the law of the land was also an act of immorality. 
No doubt at all times there have existed, as at the present day, 
a large number of habitual law-breakers, but though a cheat, 
a pickpocket, or a burglar does constantly break the law, there 
is no reason to surmise that cheats, pickpockets, or burglars 
maintain the doctrine that law-breaking is itself a praise- 
worthy or a moral act. Within the last thirty years, however, 
there has grown up in England, and indeed in many other 
civilised countries, a new doctrine as to lawlessness. This 
novel phenomenon, which perplexes moralists and statesmen, 
is that large classes of otherAvise respectable persons now hold 
the belief and act on the conviction that it is not only allowable, 
but even highly praiseworthy, to break the law of the land if 
the law-breaker is pursuing some end which to him or to her. 
seems to be just and desirable. This view is not confined to 
any one class. Many of the English clergy (a class of men 
well entitled to respect) have themselves shown no great 
hesitation in thwarting and breaking laws which they held 
to be opposed to the law of the Church. Passive resisters do 
not scruple to resist taxes imposed for some object which they 
condemn. Conscientious objectors are doing a good deal 
to render ineffective the vaccination laws. The militant 
suffragettes glorify laAvlessness ; the nobleness of their aim 
justifies in their eyes the hopeless and perverse illegality 
of the means by Avhich they hope to obtain votes for women. 

Whence arises this zeal for lawlessness ? The following 
reflections afford an answer, though only a partial answer, 
to this perplexing inquiry : 

' In England democratic government has already given votes, 
if not precisely supreme power, to citizens who, partly because 
of the fairness and the regularity with which the law has been 
enforced for generations in Great Britain, hardly perceive the 
risk and ruin involved in a departure from the rule of law. 
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iJlernocratio further, if not flf-itirirratic principle, 

deruan'hi thai law shoiiM on the whole corn-jjjoiifl with public 
opinion; but when a large botl)' of citizen.^ not onl)' are 
oppo&ed to some law but c^uestion the moral right of the &tate 
to impose or maintain a given law, our honc'-t democrat feels 
deeply perydexed how to act. He does not know in effect 
how to deal with lawIeMiieas which is based upon a funda- 
mental difference of public opinion.^ For such difference 
makes it imfjOasible that on a given topic the la%v should 
be in reality in accordance with public opinion. Thus many 
Englishmen have long felt a moral difficulty in resisting 
the claim of a nationality to become an independent nation, 
even though the concession of such a demand may threaten 
the ruin of a powerful state and he opposed to the wishes of 
the majority of the citizens thereof. So the undoubted fact 
that a large number of Englishwomen desire parhamentary 
votes seems, in the eyes of many excellent persons, to give to 
Englishwomen a natuial right to vote for members of Parha- 
ment. In each instance, and in many other cases which will 
occur to any intelligent reader, English democrats entertain 
a considerable difficulty in. opposing claims with which they 
might possibly on gromids of expediency or of common sense 
have no paiticular sympathy. The perplexity of such men 
arises from tlie idea that, at any rate under a democratic 
government, any law is unjust w'hich is opposed to the real or 
deliberate conviction of a large number of citizens. But such 
a conviction is almost certain to beget, on the part of persons 
suffering under what they deem to be an unjust law, the belief, 
delusive though it often is, that any kind of injustice may 
under a democratic government be rightly opposed by the use 
of force. The time has come when the fact ought to be gener- 
ally admitted that the amountof government, that is of coercion, 
of individuals or classes by the state, which is necessary to the 
welfare or even to the existence of a civilised community, 
cannot permanently co-exist with the effective belief that de- 
ference to public opinion is in all cases the sole or the necessary 
basis of a democracy. The justification of lawlessness is also, 
in England at any rate, suggested if not caused by the misde- 

‘ Seo especially Lowell, Public Opinion and Popular Oovernment, chap. ill. 
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velopment of party government. The rule of a party cannot 
permanently identified with the authority of the nation or 
with the dictates of patriotism. This fact has in recent days 
become so patent that eminent thinkers are to be found who 
certainly use language which implies that the authority or 
the sovereignty of the nation, or even the conception of the 
national will, is a sort of political or metaphysical fiction which 
wise men will do well to discard. Happily, crises arise from 
time to time in the history of any great state when, because 
national existence or national independence is at stake, the 
mass of a whole people feel that the authority of the nation 
. the one patent and the one certain political fact. To these 
ruses of lawlessness honesty compels the addition of one cause 
hich loyal citizens are most anxious not to bring into promin- 
ice. No sensible man can ref use to admit that crises occasion- 
ily, though very rarely, arise when armed rebellion against 
njust and oppressive laws may be morally justifiable. This 
imission must certainly be made by any reasoner who 
.empathises rvith the principles inherited by modern Liberals 
■om the Whigs of 1688. But this concession is often mis- 
mstrued ; it is taken sometimes to mean that no man ought 
5 be blamed or punished for rebelhon if only he believes that 
e suffers from injustice and is not pursuing any private 
iterest of his own. 

II. Comparison between ike present offidal law of England 
nd the 'present droit administratif of France?- — The last 
lirty years, and especially the fourteen years which have 
lapsed since the beginning of the twentieth century, show 
very noticeable though comparatively shght approxima- 
on towards one another of what may be called the 
OScial law of England and the droit administratif of France, 
'he extension given in the England of to-day to the 
uties and to the authority of state officials, or the growth, 
E our bureaucracy,® to use the expression of an able writer, 
as, as one would naturally expect, produced in the law 
Dverning omr bureaucrats somedeatures which faintly recall 

^ Seo Chap. XIL, eapcc^Ily pp. 364-101, post ; Law an4 Opinion, pp. 
Exii-liii. 

* 'luir. Peers and BureavcTais. 
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some of the characteristics which mark the ciroif adminis- 
tratif of France. Our civil servants, indeed, are as yet not 
in any serious degree put beyond the control of the law CoutIb, 
but in certain instances, and notably with regard to many 
questions arising under the National Insurance Act, 1911, 

, something very like judicial powers have been given to officials 
closely connected with the Gk)vemment.^ And it may not be 
an exaggeration to say that in some directions the law of 
England is being “ officialised,” if the expression may be 
allowed, by statutes passed under the influence of socialistic 
ideas. It is even more certain that the droit administratif of 
France is year by year becoming more and more judicialised. 
The Gonseil d’Etat, or, as we might term it, the Council, is 
(as all readers of my seventh edition of this work will know) 
the great administrative Court of France, and the whole 
relation between the judicial Courts and the Council still 
depends, as it has depended now for many years, upon the 
constitution of the Conflict Court,® which contains members 
drawn in equal numbers from the Council of State and from 
the Court of Cassation. It would be idle to suppose that the 
decisions of the Council itself when dealing with questions of 
administrative law do not now very nearly approach to, if 
indeed they are not in strictness, judicial decisions. The 
Council, at any rate when acting in a judicial character, 
cannot now be presided over by the Jlinister of Justice who is 
a member of the Cabinet.® StiU it would be a grave mistake 
if the recognition of the growth of official law in England and 
the gradual judicialisation of the Council as an administrative 
tribunal led any Englishman to suppose that there exists in 
England as yet any true administrative tribunals or any real 
administrative law. No doubt the utmost care has been 
taken in France * to give high authority to the Council as an 
administrative tribunal and also to the Conflict Court. Still 


* oee JMW ana upmwn, pp, xxxix-xUn. 

® Aa to the constitution of this Court see p. 300 and Appendix, Note XI. 
p. 555, post. 

* See Poincare, How France is Governed, Trans. D. Miall. ('J’. h'islier 
Unwin, 1913), p. 272. 

* Administrative law has in some other continental countries, e.g. in 
Germany, been far less judicialised than in Prance. 
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the members of the Council do not hold their position 1)y 
anything lilce as certain a tenure as do the judges of-the High 
Court in England, or as do the judges (if we may use English 
expressions) of the French common law Courts. A member 
of the Council is very rarely dismissed, but he still is dis- 
missible. It must be noted further that the Minister of 
Justice is still the legal President of the Conflict Court, though: 
he does not generally preside over it. When, however, the 
members of the Conflict Court are equally divided as to the 
decision of any case, the Minister of Justice does preside and 
give his casting vote. It is indeed said that such a case, 
which must almost necessarily be a difficult and probably 
an important one, is in truth again heard before the Minister 
of Justice and in effect is decided by him. A foreigner without 
practical acquaintance with the French legal system would 
be rash indeed were he to form or express an assured opinion 
as to the extent to which the decisions of the Council or the 
Conflict Court are practically independent of the wishes 
and the opinions of the Ministry of the day. Hesitation 
by a foreign critic is the more becoming, because it is certain, 
tha1< Frenchmen equally competent to form an opinion would 
differ in their answer to the inquiry, whether the Council and 
the Conflict Court ought to be still more completely judicial- 
ised. The constitution of the Council of State and of the Con- 
flict Court may suggest to a foreign critic that while neither 
of these bodies may be greatly influenced by the Ministry of 
the day, they are more likely to represent official or govern- 
mental opinion than are any of our English tribunals. It 
must further always be remembered that imder the French 
Eepublic, as under every French government, a kind of 
authority attaches to the Government and to the whole 
body of officials in the service of the state (fonctionnaires) 
such as is hardly possessed by the servants of the Crown in 
England,’- and especially that proceedings for the enforcement 
of the criminal law are in France wholly under the control 

^ Note, for instance, the absence of any law like the Habeas Corpus Act 
and the wide and arbitrary powers still left to the police under the head 
of the rigime de police ; Duguit, Traiii dt Droit Constitulionnel, ii. pp. 24-26, 
33-45, and also the prdtection still extended in some instances to officials 
acting under the orders of their superior. 



t 


JNTROTjUCTKJK 


xlvi 


of the Government, The repiite of the Cotmcil and, as 
it seems to a foreigner, the popnlaiitj of adudnistTatiTe kw, 
is apparently shown by the sT;ct-e» "sith •nlich the Conncjj 
has of recent years ezter.ded the ct'Ctme that the state ought 
to wrapensatc persoae "rho sttrer i&jxaze rcr only from the 
errors or faults, e.^. rjegiigente, of o^c-als, h tt also for cases 
-in which the law is so carried o tt tltat it itiSict; special damage 
upon indichduals, that is <Ia.'r.age heyoiid what is home hy 
their neighbouis.^ The authorty again of the Council is seen 
in the wide extension it lias give:, to the principle that any 
act done by an ofBcial v.hich is net jnstired by law will, on 
its illegality being prorei be declared a nniiiry by the Council. 
It ought tej be noted that this extension of the liability of the 
state must, it would seem, Lu practice be a neve protection 
for officials ; for if the state almits its own liability to pay 
compuj-sation for damage sufered hy indtviduak through 
the conduct of the state’s .sen-ants, this admission must induce 
persons who have suffered wrong to forego ar.y remedy which 
they may have po.sseased against, say, a postm a n or a policeman, 
personally, and enforce their claim not agauist the immediate 
wrong-doer hut against the .state itself. 

One singular fact clo.sely connected with the uifluence in 
France of d/oil adminiilratif deserves the notice of Englishmen. 
In the treatises on the constitutional law of France produced 
hy writers entitled to high respect will be found the advocacy 
of a new form of decentralisation tenned decentralisation par 
service,^ w'hich Beems to mean the giving to different depart- 
ments of civil servants a certain kind of independence, e.g. 
leaving the administration of the Po.st Office to the body 
of public servants responsible for the management of 
the po.stal system. This body would, subject of course 
to supervision by the state, manage the office in accord- 
ance with their own knowledge and judgment; would, as 
far as I imderstand the proposal, be allowed to share in 
the gains affected by good management; and would, out 
of the revenue of the Post Office, make good the coific^ 
pensation due to persons who suffered by the negligence or 

* Seo pp. 393-396, poet. '■ 

* Duguit, TraiU de Droit Cmtetifutionnel, i. pp. 460-467. 
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misconduct of the officials. On the other hand, the officials 
^ould, because they were servants of the state who had 
undertaken certain duties to the state, be forbidden either 
to organise a strike or' in any way to interrupt the working of 
the Post Office. It is a little difficult to see why this proposal 
should be called “ decentralisation,” for that term has hitherto 
borne a very different meaning. To an hlnglishman thd 
course of proceeding proposed is extremely perplexing ; it 
however is from one or two points of view instructive. This 
so-called decentrahsation looks as if it were a revival under 
a new shape of the traditional French behef in the merit 
of administration. This reappearance of an ancient creed 
possibly shows that French thinkers who have lost all en- 
thusiasm for parliamentary government look for great benefits 
to France from opening there a new sphere for administrative 
capacity. It certainly shows that Frenchmen of intelligence 
are turning their thoughts towards a question which perplexes 
the thinkers or legislators of other comitries. How far is it 
possible for officials, e.g. railway servants and others who 
undertake duties on the due performance of which the pros- 
perity of a country depends, to be allowed to cease working 
whenever by so doing they see the possibility of obtaining a 
rise in the wages paid them ? My readers may think that 
this examination into the recent development of French 
droit administratif digresses too far from the subject which 
we have in hand. This criticism is, it is submitted, unsoimd, 
for the present condition of droit administratif in France sug- 
gests more than one reflection which is strictly germane to our 
subject. It shows that the shghtly increasing likeness be- 
tween the official law of England and the droit administratif 
of France must not conceal the fact that droit administratif 
still contains ideas foreign to English convictions with tegard 
to the rule of law, and especially with regard to the supremacy 
of the ordinary law Courts. It shows also the possible appear- 
ance in France of hew ideas, such as the conception of the 
■ so-called decentralisation par service which are hardly reconcil- 
•able with the rule of law as understood in England. It shows 
^ * further that the citcumstances of the day have already forced 
upon France, as they are forcing upon England, a question. 
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to which Englishmen have not yet found a satisfactory reply, 
namely, how far civil servants or others who have undertaken 
to perform services on the due fulfilment of which the pro-* 
sperity of the whole coimtiy depends, can he allowed to use the 
position which they occupy for the purpose of obtaining by 
a strike or by active political agitation concessions from and 
at the expense of the state. Nor Avhen once this sort of 
question is raised is it possible absolutely to reject the idea 
that England might gain something by way of example from 
the experience of France. Is it certain that the increasing 
power of civil servants, or, to use Mr. Muir’s expression, of 
“ bureaucrats,” may not be properly met by the extension of 
official law ? ^ France has with undoubted wisdom more or 
less judicialised her liigliest administrative tribunal, and made 
it to a great extent independent of the Government of the day. 
It is at least conceivable that modern England would be 
benefited by the extension of offieial law. Nor is it quite 
certain that the ordinary law Corats are in all cases the best 
body for adjudicating upon the offences or the errors of civil 
servants. It may require conaderation whether some body of 
men who combined official experience unth legal knowledge 
and nho were entirely independent of the Government of the 
day, might not enforce official law with more effectiveness 
than any Division of the High Court, 

(C) The Conventions op the Constitution® 

Three different points deserve consideration. They may 
be summed up under the following questions and the answers 
thereto : 

"Eirst question . — ^Have there been during the last thirty 
years notable changes in the conventions of the constitution ? 

Answer . — ^Important alterations have most certainly taken 
place ; these may, for the most part, be brought under two 
different heads which for the sake of clearness- should be 
distinguished from each other, namely, £.rst, new rules or 
customs which stiU continue to be mere constitutional 

^ Consider the Offieial Secrets Acts. 

* Seg Chaps. XIV. and XV. post. 
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understandings or conventions, and, secondly, understand* 
ings or conventions which have since 1884 either been 
''converted into laws or are closely connected with changes 
of law.^ These may appropriately be termed “enacted 
conventions.” 

As to mere cmverAions. — ^These have arisen, without any 
change in the law of the land, because they meet the wants 
of a new time. Examples of such acknowledged under- 
standings are not hard to discover. In 1868 a Conservative 
Ministry in office suffered an undoubted defeat at a general 
election. Mr. Disraeli at once resigned office without waiting 
for even the meeting of Parliament. The same course was 
pursued by Mr. Gladstone, then Prime Minister, in 1874, and 
again, in his tirm, by Disraeli (then Lord Beaconsfield) in 
1880, and by Gladstone in 1886. These resignations, following 
as they each did on the result of a general election, distinctly 
reversed the leading precedent set by Peel in 1834. The 
Conservative Ministry of which he was the head, though 
admittedly defeated in the general election, did not resign 
until they suffered actual defeat in the newly-elected House of 
Commons. It may be added, that on the particular occasion 
the Conservatives gained both influence and prestige by the 
ability -with which Peel, though in a minority, resisted in 
Parliament the attempt to compel his resignation from office ; 
for during this parliamentary battle he was able to bring home 
to the electors the knowledge that the Conservative minority, 
though defeated at the election, had gained thereby a great 
accession of strength. Peel also was able to show that 
while he and his followers were prepared to resist any further 
changes in the constitution, they fully accepted the Keform 
Act of 1832, and, while utterly rejecting a pohey of reaction, 
were ready to give the country the benefits of enlightened 
administration. The new convention, which all but compels 
a Ministry defeated at a general election to resign office, is, 
on the face of it, an acknowledgment that the electorate 
constitutes politically the true sovereign power.® It also 

^ See especially the indirect efieots of the Parliament Act, p. li, 
post. 

* See as to the possible distinction between “legal” and “political” 
Bovereionty, pp. 70-73, post. 
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tehds to convert a general election into a decision that 
a particular party shall hold office for the duration of the 
newly-elected Parliament and, in some instances, into the 
election of a particular statesman as Prime Minister for that 
period.’^ ThLs new convention is the sign of many minor 
political or constitutional changes, such, for example, as the 
introduction of the habit, quite imknown not only to statesmen 
as far removed from us as Pitt, but to Peel, to Lord Johni 
Eussell, or to Lord Palmerston, of constantly addressingj 
not only when out of office but also when in officer 
speeches to some body of electors and hence to the whol^ 
oountr}\ 

Another change in political habits or conventions uncon- 
nected with any legal innovation or alteration has received 
little attention because of its gradual gro\vth and of its 
vagueness, but }’'ct deserves notice on account of its inherent 
importance. It is now the established habit of any reigning 
king or queen to share and give expression to the moral 
feelings of British subjects. This expression of the desire 
on the part of English royalty to be in sympathy with the 
humane, the generous, and the patriotic feelings of the British 
people is a matter of recent growth. It may fairly be 
attributed to Queen Tictoria as an original and a noble 
contribution towards a^ational and Imperial statesmanship. 
This royal expression of sympathetic feeling, though not 
unkpown to, was rarely practised by George III. or the sons 
who succeeded him on the throne.® It belongs to, but has 
survived, the Yictorian age. It has indeed received since the 
death of Victoria a wider extension than was possible during 
a great part of her long reign. On such a matter vagueness 
of statement is the best mode of enfoi-cing a political fact 
of immense weight but incapable of precise definition. At 
the moment when the United Kingdom is conducting its 

^ It is certain that at the general election of 1880 the Liberal electors 
who gained a victory meant that Lord Beaconsfield should resigii office 
and that Mr. Gladstone should bo appointed Prime Minister. 

* Aft tho King’s speech when addressing the Houses of Parliament became 
more and more, and was known to have become, tho utterance rather of 
nunistcrial than of royal opinion, tho necessity inevitably arose of the 
moiiuich’s finding some moans for expressing his personal sympathy with 
the joy, and, above all, with tho sorrow, of his people. 
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first great Imperial war it is on many grounds of impott- 
ance to remember that the King is the typical and the only 
Tecognised representative of the whole Empire.^ 

Another example of new political conventions is found 
in the rules of procedure adopted by the House of Commons 
since 1881 with a view to checking obstruction, and generally 
of lessening the means possessed by a minority for delaying 
debates in the House of Commons. These rules increase the 
possibility of carrying through the House in a comparatively 
short time Bills opposed by a considerable number of members. 
That the various devices popularly known as the Closure, 
the Guillotine, and the Kangaroo have enabled one Govern- 
ment after another, when supported by a disciplined majority, 
to aocomphsh an amount of legislation which, but for these 
de-vices could not have been passed through the House of 
Commons, is indisputable. Whether the price paid for this 
result, in the way of curtailment and discussion, has been too 
high, is a question which we are not called upon to consider. 
All that need here be said is that such rules of procedure are 
not in strictness laws but in reality are customs or agreements 
assented to by the House of Commons.® 

As to enacted conventions . — ^By this term is meant a political 
understanding or convention wliich has by Act of Parhament 
received the force of law ® or may arise from a change of law. 
The best examples of such enacted conventions^ are to be 
found in some of the more or less indirect effects ® of, the 
Parhament Act, 1911. 

(1) The Parliament Act in regard to the relation in legis- 
lative matters between the House of Lords and the House of 
Commons goes some way towards establishing in England a 
written or, more accurately speaking, an enacted constitution, 

■■ See p. xci, note 1, post. 

‘ As to the essential difference between the laws and the conventions of 
the constitution, see pp. 23-30, post. 

’ See Provisional Collection of Taxes Act, 1913. 

* A ciitio may indeed say, and with truth, that a convention converted 
hy statute into a law is in striotness not a convention at all but a part of 
the law of the constitution. This I -viU not deny ; hut such an enacted con- 
vention may indirectly so affect the working of conventional understandings 
or arrangements that its indirect effects are conveniently considered when 
dealing with the convei^tions of the constitution. 

‘ For the direct effects of the Act see p. xxi, ante. 
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in£rf%ad of an unwritten or, more accurately speaking, an 
nnenacted constitution,^ 

(2) The Act greatly restrains, if it does not absolutely 
abolish, the use of the royal prerogative to create peers for 
the purpose of “ swamping the House of Lords ” in order to 
force through the House a Bill rejected by the majority of the 
peers. Such exercise of the prerogative has never but once, 
namely under' XJ'ueen Anne in 1712, actually taken place. 
The certainty, however, that William IV. would use his 
prerogative to overcome the resistance of the House of Lords 
in 1832, carried the great Reform Act. The certainty that 
Gleorge V. would use the same prerogative carried the Parlia- 
ment Act, 1911. In each case the argument which told with 
the King in favour of an unlimited creation of peers was that 
the constitution supplied no other means than this exceptional 
use or abuse of the royal prerogative for compelling the Lords 
to obey the will of the country. The Parhament Act deprives 
this argument of its force. Any king who should in future 
be urged by ministers to swamp the House of Lords will be 
able to answer : “ If the people really desire the passing of a 
“ Bill rejected by the House of Lords, you can certainly in 
“ about two years turn it into an Act of Parliament without 
“ the consent of the Lords.” ^ The Parliament Act cuts 
away then the sole ground which in 1832 or in 1911 could 
justify or even suggest the swamping of the House of Lords. 

(3) Under the Parliament Act it may probably become the 
custom that each Parliament shall endure for its fuU legal 
duration, i.e. for nearly the whole of five years. For a 
student of the Act must bear in mind two or three known 
facts. A House of Commons the majority whereof perceive 
that their popularity is on the wane will for that very 
reason be opposed to a dissolution ; for until it occurs such 
majority can carry any legislation it desires, and a dissolution 
may destroy this power. The payment to all unofficial 

’ See ai to this distinction, p. 27, post, and note especially Parliament 
Act, s. 1, Bub-ss. 2, 3, which give a statutable definition of a Money Bill, and 
also contain a special provision as to the mode of determining whether a 
Bill IS a Money Bill. 

* See the Parliament Act, 8. 7, “ Five years shall be substitnted for seven 
“ years as the time fixed for the maximum duration of Parliament under 
“ the Se])tennial Act. 1716.” 
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M.P.S of a salary of £400 a year may induce many M.^.s 
who belong to a Parliamentary minority to acquiesce easily 
enough in the duration of a Parliament which secures to each 
of them a comfortable income. Between the Revolution of 1688 
and the year 1784 few, if any, dissolutions took place from any 
other caxise than either the death of a king, which does not 
now dissolve a Parliament, or the lapse of time under the 
Septennial Act, and during that period the Whigs, and notably 
Burke, denied the constitutional right of the King to dissolve 
Parliament at his pleasure ; the dissolution of 1784 was 
denounced as a “ penal dissolution.” The Parliament of the 
French Republic sits for four years, but it can be dissolved 
at any time by the President with the consent of the Senate. 
This power has been employed but once during the last thirty- 
seven years, and this single use of the presidential prerogative 
gives a precedent which no French statesman is tempted to 
foUow. It is highly probable, therefore, that the direct appeal 
from the House of Commons to the electorate by a sudden dis- 
solution may henceforward become in England almost obsolete. 
Yet this power of a Premier conscious of his owm popularity, 
to destroy the House of Commons which put him in office, and 
to appeal from the House to the nation, has been treated by 
Bagehot as one of the features iu which the constitution of 
England excels the constitution of the United States. 

(4) The Parliament Act enables a majority of the House 
of Commons to resist or overrule the will of the electors 
or, in other words, of the nation. That this may be the 
actual effect of the Act does not admit of dispute. That the 
Home Rule BiU was strenuously opposed by a large number 
of the electorate is certain. That this Bill was bated by a power- 
ful minority of Irishmen is also certain. That the rejection 
of a Home Rule BUI has twice within thirty years met with 
the approval of the electors is an admitted historical fact. But 
that the widespread demand for an appeal to the people lias 
received no attention from the majority of the House of 
Commons is also certain. No impartial observer can therefore' 
deny the possibility that a fundamental change in our 
constitution may ]pe carried out against the will of the 
nation 
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of the Speaker of the Home of Commons. It has hitherto 
been the special glory of the Home of Commons that the 
Speaker who presides over the debates of the Home, though 
elected by a party, has for at least a century and more tried, 
and generally tried with success, to he the representative and 
-guide of the whole House and not to be either the leader or 
the servant of a party. The most eminent of >Speakers have 
always been men who aimed at maintaining something like 
a judicial and therefore impartial character. In this effort 
they have obtained a success unattained, it Ls believed, in 
any other country except England. The recognition of this 
moral triumph is seen in the constitutional practice, almost, 
one may now say, the constitutional rule, that a member once 
placed in the Speaker's chair shall continue to be re-elected 
at the commencement of each successive ParUament irrespect- 
ive of the political character of each successive Home of 
Commons. Thm Speakers elected hy a Liberal majority 
have continued to occupy their office though the Home of 
Commons be elected in which a Conservative majority pre- 
dominates, whilst, on the other hand, a Speaker elected by 
a Conservative Home of Commons has held the Speakership 
with public approval when the Home of Commons exliibits a 
Liberal majority and is guided by a Cabinet of Liberals. The 
Parliament Act greatly increases the authority of the Speaker 
with respect to Bills to be passed under that Act. No Bill 
can be so passed unless he shall have time after time certified 
in writing under his hand, and signed hy him that the pro- 
visions of the Parliament Act have been strictly followed. 
This is a matter referred to his own knowledge and conscience. 
There may clearly arise cases in which a fair difference of 
opinion may exist on the question whether the Speaker can 
honestly give the required certificate. Is it not certain that 
a party which has a majority in the Home of Commons will 
henceforth desire to have a Speaker who may share the opinions 
of such party ? This does not mean that a body of English 
gentlemen will wish to be presided over by a rogue ; what it 
does mean is that they will come to desire a Speaker who is 
not a judge but is an honest partisan. The Parliament Act 
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is a menace to the judicial character of the Speaker. In the 
Congress of the United States the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives is a man of character and of vigour, hut he is 
an avowed partisan and may almost he called the parliamentary 
leader of the party which is supported hy a majority in the 
House of Representatives. j 

Second question . — ^What is the general tendency of these 
new conventions 1 

Ansicer . — It assuredly is to increase the power of any party 
which possesses a parhamentary majority, i.e. a majority, how- 
ever got together, of the House of Commons, and, finally, to place 
the control of legislation, and indeed the whole government 
of the country, in the hands of the Cabinet which is in England 
at once the only instrument through which a dominant party 
can exercise its power, and the only body in the state which 
can lead and control the parhamentary majority of which the ' 
Cabinet is the organ. That the rigidity and the strength of 
the party system, or (to use an American expression) of the 
Machine, has continued with every successive generation to 
increase in England, is the conviction of the men who have 
most thoroughly analysed English pohtical institutions as 
they now exist and work.^ 

Almost everything tends in one and the same direction. 
The leaders in Parhament each now control their own party 
mechanism. At any given moment the actual Cabinet consists 
of the men who lead the party which holds office. The leading 
members of the Opposition lead the party w'hich wishes to 
obtain office. Party warfare in England is, in short, conducted 
by leading parliamentarians who constitute the actual Cabinet 
or the expected Cabmet. The electors, indeed, are nominally 
supreme ; they can at a general election transfer the govern- 
ment of the country from one party to another. It may be 
maintained with much plausibility that under the quinquennial 
Parliament created by the Parliament Act the British electorate 

^ See Lowell, Government of England, part ii. chaps, xxiv.-xxxvii. ; Low, 
The Governance of England, chaps, i. to yii. Bamsay Muir, in his essay 
on Bureaucracy (see Peers and Bureaucrats, pp. 1-94), would apparently 
agree with Mr. LoweU and Mr. Low, though he maintains that power 
tends at present undef the English constitution to fall from-the hands of 
the parliamentary Cabinet into the hands of the permanent civil servants. 
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will each five years do little else than elect the party or the 
Premier by whom the country shall be governed for five years. 
In Parliament a Cabinet which can command a steadfast, even 
though not a very large majority, finds httle check upon its 
powers. A greater number of M.P.s than fifty years ago 
deliver speeches in the House of Commons. But in spite of 
or perhaps because of this facile eloquence, the authority of 
individual M.P.s who neither sit in the Cabinet nor lead the 
Opposition, has suffered diminution. During the Palmer- 
stonian era, at any rate, a few of such men each possessed 
an authority inside and outside the House which is hardly 
claimed by any member now'-a-days who neither has nor is 
expected to obtain a seat in any Cabinet. Any observer whose 
political recollections stretch back to the time of the Crimean 
War, that is sixty years ago, will remember occasions on 
which the words of Eoebuck, of RoundeU Palmer, of Cobden, 
and above all, at certain crises of Bright, might be, and indeed 
were, of a weight which no Government, or for that matter no 
Opposition, could treat as a trifle. Legislation again is now 
the business, one might almost say the exclusive business, 
of the Cabinet. Few if any, as far as an outsider can judge, 
are the occasions on which a private member not supported by 
the Ministry of the day, can carry any Bill through Parliament. 
Any M.P. may address the House, but the Prime Minister 
can greatly curtail the opportmuty for discussing legislation 
when he deems discussion inopportune. The spectacle of the 
House of Commons which neither claims nor practices real 
freedom of discussion, and has no assured means of obtaining 
from a hlini.stry in power answers to questions which vitally 
concern the interest of the nation, is not precisely from a con- 
stitutional point of view, edifying or reassuring. But the 
plain truth is that the power which has fallen into the hands 
of the Cabinet may be all but necessary for the conduct of 
popular government in England under our existing consti- 
tution. There exists cause for uneasiness. It is at least 
arguable that important changes in the conventions, 
if not in the law, of the constitution may be urgently 
needed; but the reason for alarm is not that the English 
executive is too strong, for weak government generally means 
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bad administration, but that our English executive is, as a 
general rule, becoming more and more the representative of 
'a party rather than the guide of the country. No fair-minded 
man will, especially at this moment, dispute that the passion for 
national independence may transform a government of partisans 
into a government bent on securing the honour and the safely 
of the nation. But this fact, though it is of immense momentj 
ought not to conceal from ns the inherent tendency of the 
party system to confer upon partisanship authority which 
ought to be the exclusive property of the nation.^ 

Third question . — ^Does the experience of the last thirty 
years confirm the doctrine laid down in this treatise that the 
sanction which enforces obedience to the conventions of the 
constitution is to be found in the close connection between 
these conventions and the rule of law ? ® 

Answer . — The doctrine I haA'e maintained may be thus at 
once illustrated and explained. The reason why every Parlia- 
ment keeps in force the Mutiny Act or why a year never 
elapses mthout a Parliament being summoned to Westminster, 
is simply that any neglect of these conventional rules would 
entail upon every person in office the risk, we might say 
the necessity, of breaking the law of the land. If^the law 

^ Several recent occurrences show the oceasional appearance of ideas 
or practices which may mitigate rather than inercase the rigidity of 
the party system. In re Sir Stuaii Samuel [lOlil], A. C. 514, shows 
that under the Judicial Committee Act, 1833, s. 4, a question of law 
on whieh depends the right of a Member of Parliament to sit in Par- 
liament may bo referred to the Privy Council and bo adequately and 
impartially dealt with by a body of eminent lawj'ers. The thought suggests 
itself that other questions affecting the conduct and the character of M.P.s 
which cannot be impartially investigated by any Committee of the House 
of Commons might be referred to tho same high tribunal. The public 
statement, again, of Lord Kitchener that he took office in no way as a 
partisan, but simply as a gencr.al whoso duty it was to provide for tho carry- 
ing on of a war in whieh the welfare and honour of the nation is concerned 
set a precedent which might be followed in other spheres than that of mihtaiy 
affairs. Is it of itself incredible that a Poreign Secretory of genius might 
without any loss of character retain office for years both in Liberal and in 
Conservative Cabinets f Is there any thing absurd in supposing that a 
Lord Chancellor respected for his legal eminence and for his judgment might 
serve the country as the highest of our judges and give his legal knowledge 
to Cabinets constituted of men with whose politics he did not agree 7 The 
English people would gain rather than lose by a check being placed on the 
constantly increasing power of the party system. 

s See pp. 441-460, poal. 
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goVeming the army which in in effect an annual Act, were 
not passed annually, the discipline of the army would without 
constant breaches of law become impossible. If a year were 
to elapse without a Parliament bemg summoned to West- 
minster a good number of taxes would cease to be paid, and 
it would be impossible legally to deal with such parts of the 
revenue as w'ere paid into the Imperial exchequer. Now' it 
so happens that recent experience fully shows the incon- 
venience ajid danger of either -violating a constitutional 
convention or of breaking the law because custom had author- 
ised a course of action which rested on no legal basis. The 
House of Lords, in order to compel a dissolution of Parliament 
in 1909, rejected the Budget. Their Lordsliips acted within 
what was then their legal right, yet they caused thereby great 
inconvenience, which, however, was remedied by the election 
of a new’ Parliament. For years the income tax had been 
collected in \irtue not of an Act but of a resolution of the 
House of Commons passed long before the income tax for 
the coming year came into existence. An ingenious person 
•wishing to place difficulties in the way of the Government’s 
proceedings claimed repayment of the sum already deducted 
by the Bank of England from such part of his income as was 
paid to him through the Bank. The bold plaintiff at once 
recovered the amount of a tax le-vded -without legal authority. 
No better demonstration of the po-wer of the rule of law 
could be found than is given by the triumph of Sir. Gibson 
Bowles.^ 

(D) Development during the last Thirty Years op 
New Constitdtional Ideas 

These ideas are (1) Woman Suffrage, (2) Proportional 
Represen-tation, (3) Federalism, (4) The Referendum. 

Ttoo Genercd Observations 

The brief criticism of each, of these new ideas which alone 
in this Introduction it is possible to give, will be facilitated by 

1 BotvUs v. Bank of England [19131 1 Ch. 57. 
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attending to two general observations w'liich apply more "or 
less to eacli of the four proposed reforms or innovations. 

Firsl observation . — Political inventiveness has in general 
fallen far short of the originality displayed in otlier fields than 
politics by the citizens of progressive or civilised States. The 
immense importance attached by modern thinkers to repre- 
sentative government is partly accounted for by its being 
almost the sole constitutional discovery or invention unknown 
to the citizens of Athena or of Bome.^ It is well also to note 
that neither representative government nor Homan Imperial- 
ism, nor indeed most of the important constitutional changes 
which the world has witnessed, can be strictly described as an 
invention or a discovery. When they did not result from 
imitation they have generally grown rather than been made ; 
each was the production of men who were not aiming at giving 
effect to any novel political ideal, but were trjdng to meet in 
practice the difficulties and wants of their time. In no part 
of English history is the tardy development of new constitu- 
tional ideas more noteworthy or more paradoxical than 
during the whole Victorian era (1837 to 1901). It was an age 
full of intellectual activity and achievement ; it was an age 
rich in works of imagination and of science ; it was an 
age which extended in every direction the field of historical 
knowledge ; but it was an age which added little to the world’s 
scanty store of political or constitutional ideas. The same 
remark in one sense applies to the years which have passed 
since the opening of the twentieth centuiy-. What I have 
ventured to term new constitutional ideas are for the most 
part not original ; their novelty consists in the new interest 
which during the last fourteen years they have come to com- 
mand. 

Second observation . — These new ideas take very little, one 
might almost say no account, of one of the ends which good 
legislation ought, if possible, to attain. But this observation 
requires explanatory comment. 

^ It is hardly an exaggeration to say that there exist very few other 
modern political conceptions (except the idea of representative government) 
which were not criticised by the genius of Aristotle. Note however that 
the immense administrative system known as the Boman Empire lay beyond, 
or at any rate outside, the conceptions of any Greek philosopher. 
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'Under every form of popular government, and certainly 
under the more or leas democratic constitution now existing 
in England, legislation must always aim at the attainment of 
at least two different ends, which, though both of importance, 
are entirely distinct from one another. One of these ends 
is the passing or the maintaining of good or uise laws, that is 
Jaws which, if carried out, would really promote the happiness 
or welfare of a given country, and therefore which are desirable 
in themselves and are in conformity with the nature of things. 
That such Ic^slation is a thing to be desired, no sane man can 
dispute. If, for example, the freedom of trade facilitates 
the acquisition of good and cheap food by the people of 
England, and does not produce any grave counterbalancing 
evil, no man of ordinaiy sense would deny that the repeal of 
the corn laws was an act of ^yise legislation. If vaccination 
banishes small-pox from the country and does not produce 
any tremendous counterbalancing evil, the public opinion 
even of Leicester would hold that a law enforcing vaccination 
is a wise law. The second of these two different ends is to 
ensure that no law should bo passed or maintained in a given 
country, e.g. in England, which is condemned by the public 
opinion of the Enghsh i^eople. That this wliere possible is 
desirable will be admitted by every thoughtful man. A law 
utterly opposed to the wishes and feelings entertained by the 
inhabitants of a country, a rule which every one dishkes and 
no one will obey, is a nullity, or in truth no law at all ; and, 
even in cases where, owing to the power of the monarch 
who enacts a law opposed to the wishes of his subjects, 
such a law can to a certain extent be enforced, the evils 
of the enforcement may far overbalance the good effects of 
legislation in itself wise. This thought fully justifies an 
English Government in tolerating throughout India institu- 
tions, such as caste, supported by Indian opinion though 
condemned by the public opinion and probably by the wise 
opinion of England. The same line of thought explained, 
palliated, and may even have justified the hesitation of 
English statesmen to prohibit suttee. Most persons, then, will 
acknowledge that sound legislation should be in conformity 
with the nature of things, or, to express tlie matter shortly, be 
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" wise,” and also be in conformity wdth the demands of public 
opinion, or, in other words, be “ popular,” or at any rate not 
unpopular. But there are few Englishmen who sufficiently 
realise that both of these two ends cannot always be attained, 
and that it very rarely happens that they are each equally 
attainable. Yet the history of English legislation abounds 
with illustrations of the difficulty on which it is necessary here 
to insist. Thus the Eeform Act, 1832,^ is in the judgment of 
most Enghsh historians and thinkers a wise law ; it also was 
at the time of its enactment a popular law. The Wliigs prob- 
ably underrated the amount and the strength of the opposi- 
tion to the Act raised by Tories, but that the passing of 
the Reform Act was hailed with general favour is one of the 
best attested facts of modern history. The Act of Union 
passed in 1707 was proved hy its results to be one of the wisest 
Acts ever placed on the statute-book. It conferred great 
benefits upon the mhabitants both of England and of Scotland. 
It created Great Britain and gave to the united country the 
power to resist in one age the threatened predominance of 
Louis XIV., and in another age to withstand and overthrow 
the tremendous power of Napoleon. The complete success 
of the Act is sufficiently proved by the absence in 1832 of any 
demand by either AYhigs, Tories, or Radicals for its repeal. 
But the Act of Union, when passed, was mipopular in Scotland, 
and did not command any decided popularity among the 
electors of England. The New Poor Law of 1834 saved the 
country districts from min ; its passing was the wisest and 
the most patriotic achievement of the Whigs, but the Act 
itself was unpopular and hated by the country labourers 
on whom it conferred the most real benefit. Within two 
years from the passing of the Reform Act it robbed 
reformers of a popularity w^hich they had hoped might be 
lasting. Indeed the wisdom of legislation has little to do 
with its popularity. Now all the ideas which are most 
dear to constitutional reformers or innovators in 1914 lead 
to schemes of more or less merit for giving full expression 

* See J. K. M. Butler, The Panaing of the Great Reform BiU (Longmans. 
Gieen Co., 19141. T])ia is an excellent piece of historical narrative and 
inouirv. 
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in the matter of legislation to public opinion, i.e. for ensuring 
that any law passed by Parliament shall be pfjpular, or at 
lowest not unpopular. But these schemes make in. general 
little provision for increasing the chance that legislation shall 
also be wise, or in other words that it .shall increase the real 
welfare of the country. The singular superstition embodied 
in the maxim vox popidi vox Dei has experienced in this mis- 
called scientific age an unexpected revival. This renewed 
faith in the pre-eminent wisdom of the people has probably 
acquired new force from its congeniality -with democratic 
sentiment. Slay wc not conjecture that the new life given to 
a popular error is in part and indirectly due to the decline in 
the influence of utibtarianism ? b’aitli in the voice of the 
people is closely connected with the doctrine of “ natural 
rights.” This dogma of natural rights was in England 
contemned and confuted by Bcntham and his disciples.^ 
The declining influence of the utilitarian school appears 
therefore to give new strength to this doctrine. People 
forget that the dogma of natural rights was confuted not 
only by Benthamites but by powerful tMnkers of the 
eighteenth and of the nineteenth century who had no 
sympathy with utilitarianism. 

Grilicism of each of the Four Neiv Constihdional Ideas ® 

I. Woman Suffrage. — The claim for women of the right to 
vote for members of Parliament, or, as now urged, to be placed 
in a position of absolute political equality with men, is no 
new demand. It was made in England before the end of 
the eighteenth century,® but no systematic, or at any rate 
noticeable, movement to obtain for Englishwomen the right 
to vote for members of Parliament can be carried back much 

^ Sec Law and Opinion, pp, 309, 171, 172. 

^ It would be impossible, and it is not my aim in this Introduction, to 
state or even sommariso all the arguments for or against each of these ideas ; 
my sole object is to bring into light the leading thoughts or feelings which 
underlie the advocacy of, or the opposition to, each of these new ideas. 
See p. Iviij, ante. 

* See the Vindwaiton of thA RigMa of Women, by Mary WoUstonecraft, 
published 1702. Little was heard about such rights during the great French 
Keyolution. There is no reason to suppose that Madame Holand ever 
claimed parliamentary votes for herself or for hAr 
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earlier tlian 1866-67, when it was supported in the Housa 
of Commons hy J. S. Mil. 

Let my readers consider for a moment first the causes which 
have added strength to a movement which in 1866 attracted 
comparatively httie public attention, and next the main lines 
of argument or of feeling which really tell on the one hand 
with the advocates and on the other with the opponents of 
the claim to votes lor women.^ 

The Causes . — These may be thus smnmarised. Since the 
beginning of the nineteenth century the number in the United 
Kingdom of self-supporting and also of mimarried women 
has greatly increased ; and this class has by success 
in literature, as well as in other fields, acquired year by 
year greater influence. In the United Kingdom there 
exists among the actual population an excess of women over 
rqen, and this excess is increased by the emigration of Enghsh- 
men to our colonies and elsewhere. The low rate of payment 
received by women as compared with men, for services of any 
kind in which men and women enter into competition, has 
excited much notice. The spreading belief, or, as it used 
to be considered, the delusion, that wages can be raised by 
legislation, has naturally suggested the inference that want 
of a parliamentary vote inflicts severe pecuniary loss upon 
women. The extension of the power of the state and the 
enormous outgrowth of social legislation results in the daily 
enactment of laws which affect the Very matters in which 
every woman has a personal interest. In an era of peace and 
of social reform the electors themselves constantly claim the 
sjmpathy and the active co-operation of women on behalf of 
causes which are treated, at any rate by partisans, as raising 
grave moral or religious controversy. Hence the agitation in 
favour of Woman Suffrage often commends itself to ministers 
of religion and notably to the English clergy, who believe, 
whether rightly or not, that the political power of women 
would practically add to the authority in the pohtical world 
of the Church of England. These circumstances, and others 
which may be suggested by the memory or the ingenuity of 

^ For an examination of all the main arguments alleged on cither side 
see DiceT, Letters to a Ffieiid on Votes for Women. 
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eiy readers, are enough to explain the pionmeiice and 
acquired ior the movement in favour of ^ving the pazlia- 
meataiy franchise to women. 

The Main Lines of Ar^umeni. — ^These mav he hrou^ 
under two heads ; they are most clearly and briefiT exhibited 
if und.er each head is stated the argument of the Sufiragist 
and the answer or reasoning in reply of the Anti-SuSragist. 

First argumerU. — Every citizen, or, as the point is generally 
^put, every person who pays taxes under the law of the United 
Kingdom, is entitled as a matter of right to a vote for a 
member of Parliament. Hence the obvious conclusioE that 
as every Englishwoman pays taxes under the law of the 
United Kingdom, every Englishwoman is at any rate priina 
facie entitled to a vote. 

Answer. — This line of reasoning proves too much. It 
inevitably leads to the conclusion tliat any form of popular 
government ought to be based on the existence of strictly 
universal suffrage. An extreme suffragette will say that 
this result is not a redxKtio ad absardutn. But there are 
thousands of sensible Englishmen and Englishwomen who, 
while they doubt the ad\*isability of introducing into England 
even manhood suffrage, refuse to acbnit the cogency of reason- 
ing which leads to the result that every Englishman and 
Englishwoman of full age must have a right to vote for a 
member of Parliament. But the full strength of an anti- 
Bufiragist’s reply cannot be shown by any man who does not 
go a little further into the nature of things. A fair-muided 
man prepared to do this will, in the first place, admit that 
many democratic formulas, e.g. the dictum that liability 
to taxation involves the right to representation,” do verbally 
cover a woman’s claim to a parliamentary vote. His true 
answer is that many so-called democratic principles, as also 
many so-called conservative ptinciples, are in reality not 
principles at all but war-cries, or shibboleths which may 
contain a good deal of temporary or relative truth but are 
mixed up with a vast amoimt of error. The idea, he will 
ultimately say, that the possession of a vote is a personal 
right is a delusion. It is in truth the obligation to discharge 
a public duty, and whether this miscall^ right should be 
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conferred upon or withheld from Englishwomen can be 
decided only by determining whether their possession of the 
parliamentary vote will conduce to the welfare of England. 

Second, argument . — The difference of sex presents no 
apparent or necessary reason for denying to Englishwomen 
the same political rights as are conferred upon Englishmen. 
It is found by experience, as snfiragists will add, that some 
women have in many ways even greater capacity for the 
exercise of government than have some men. This argu- 
ment may best be put in its full strength if it be placed, as 
it often is, in the form of a question : Was it reasonable 
that Florence Nightingale should not have possessed the 
right to vote for a member of Parhament when even in her 
day her footman or her coachman, if he had happened to 
be a ten-pound householder, or a forty-shilling freeholder, 
might have exercised a right denied to a lady who, as appears 
from her biography, possessed many statesmanhke qualities, 
who did in fact in some hnes of action exert more pohtical 
power than most M.P.s, and who always exercised power dis- 
interestedly, and generally exercised it with admitted benefit 
to the country ? There is not the remotest doubt that the 
argument involved in this inquiry (in whatever form it is 
stated) seems to maziy women, to a great number of parlia- 
mentary electors, and also to a considerable number of 
M.P.S, to afford an unanswerable and conclusive reason in 
favozir of ^ving parliamentary votes to women. 

Answer . — ^The claim of parliamentary votes for women 
as now put forward in England is in reality a claim for the 
absolute political equality of the two sexes. Whether its 
advocates are conscious of the fact or not, it is a demand 
on behalf of women for seats in Parhament and in the 
Cabinet. It means that Englishwomen should share the jury 
box and should sit on the judicial bench. It treats as in- 
significant for most purposes that difference of sex which, 
after all, disguise the matter as you will, is one of the most 
fundamental and far-reaching differences which can dis- 
tinguish one body of human beings from another. It is idle 
to repeat again and g<gain reasoning which, for the last thirty 
years and more, has been pressed upon the attention of every 
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read-CT and elector. One ihiug ie certain : tie Teal 
sfcrengfci (and it is great) oi tie -srhole couservati-vB argu- 
ment against the demand of votes for women lies in the 
feet that this line of reasoning, on the face thereof, 
conforms to the nature of thinp. The anti- snffragistB 
can lo-eoho the words of Burke whilst adajitmg them to 
a controversy unknown to iiitn and practically unknown 
to his age : “ The principles that guide ns, in public and 
“in private, as they are not of our devisiufr, but moulded 
“ into the natuie and the essence of things, will endure with 
“ the stm and moon — long, very loiic after whig and tciry, 
"Stuart and Brunswick j^suhrapst, suftragette, and anta- 
“ suSragist}, and all sneh miseraoie bn'buies Emd plavthinp 
“ of the hour, are vanished from emsfence and from memorr.”^ 

IL Proportional Representaiion ” — The case in favour of 
the introduction of proportional representation into Enghtnd 
j^ts on the truth of three propositioiis. 

First proposition. — The House of Coiumous often fails to 
represent nith preeisiou or accuracy the state of opinion, 
c.jr. as to woman sufErage, existing among the electorate of 
England. In other words, the Honse of Commons often faik 
to be, as it is sometimes erpressed. “ the nihror of the national 
mind,” or to exactly reflect the will of the electors. 

Second proposition — It k qnite possible by some system of 
proportional representation to frame a Eonse of Commans 
which would refl.ect much more nearly than at present the 
opinion of the nation, or, in other words, of the electorate. 

Third proposilion. — It is pre-eminentlv desirable that eveiv 
opinion l>on.S fide existing among the electors should he repre- 
sented in the Honse of Oominoris in as nearlv as possible the 
same proportion in which it esists among the electors, or, to 
use popular language, among the nation. 

Now of these three propoataons the Bubstantaal trnffli of 
the first and second must, in my judgment, be adnutbed. 
Ho one casi doubt the poraMitv, and even the high pro- 
bability, that, for example, the cause of woman eufeage 

* Bari^OarreqjQBiene^i. jip.332,333. 

* Bi 2 ^ 4 i»y^ PropaHvaal SepresaiicSioni JiBcher VV iltigrTii^ 

Stpreaeataiim €m3 BriUOi PoUtios^ Lowdl, TubRc OpitAm 
am Popular government, pp. ^e9- ^e^ 
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rosy, at the present moment, obtain more than half th(f 
votes of the Honse of Commons vhile it Tvould. not obtain 
as many as half the votes of the electorate. Is or again is it 
at aH inconceivable that at some other period the canse of 
■woman suffrage should, while recehriog the siipport of half 
the electorate, fail 'to obtain the votes of half the Honse of 
Commons. Ho one, in the second place, can, I think, with 
reason dispute that, among the nnmerons plans for pro- 
portional representa-iion thrust 'upon the attention of the 
p'nblic, some one, and probably several, worJd tend to mate 
the Honse of Commons a. more complete mirror of what is 
called the mind of the nation Than the Honse is at present ; 
and this concession, it may with advan'iane be noted, does 
not involve the belief that nnder any system of popular 
government whatever, a representative bc>dy can be created 
which at evert- moment trill absohitelv and viih comple'te 
accuracy reflect the opinions held by vario'ns classes of the 
people of England. How my belief in the sulistantial truth 
of the first and the second of oni three propoations mahes it 
needless for me, at any rate for the purpose of this Intro- 
duction, to consider the reservations wtih which their absolute 
accuracy ought to be assumed. For the sate of argumenl^ 
at any rate, I treat them as true. Hy essential objection to 
the system of proportional representation consists in my 
grave doubt as 'fco the 'truth of the third of the above three 
propositions, namely, that it is desirable that any opinion 
existing among any large body of electors should be repre- 
sented in the House of Commons as nearly as possible in the 
same proportion in which it exis'ts among such electors. 

Before, however, any attempt is made to state the specific 
objections which in my judgment lie against the introduction 
of proportional representation into the parliamen'tary con- 
stitution of England, it is essential to discriminate between 
two different ideas which are confused together imder the one 
demand for proportional representation. The one of these 
ideas is the desirahility that eveiy opinion entertained by a 
Bubstantial body of EngJishmen sho'^d obtain utterance in 
the House of Commons, or, to use a ■vulgar but effective piece 
of political slang, “ te voiced by ” eome member or members 
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“of that House. Thus it has been laid down by the leader of 
the Liberal party that “it was infinitely to the advantage 
“ of the House of Commons, if it was to be a real reflection 
“ and mirror of the national mind, that there should be no 
“strain of opinion honestly entertained by any substantial 
“body of the King’s subjects wliich should not find there 
“ representation and speech.” ^ To this doctrine any person 
who has been influenced by the teaching of Locke, Bentham, 
and Mill will find it easy to assent, for it is well known that 
in any country, and especially in any country where popular 
government exists, the thoughts, CA^en the bad or the foolish 
thoughts, of the people should be known to the national 
legislature. An extreme example Avill best show my meaning. 
If among the people of any land the hatred of the Jews or of 
Judaism should exist, it would certainly be desirable that this 
odious prejudice should find some exponent or advocate in 
the Parliament of such country, for the knowledge of popular 
errors or delusions may Avell be essential to the carrying out 
of just government or mse administration. Ignorance is 
never in truth the source of Avisdom or of justice. The other 
idea or meaning attached by Proportionalists to proportional 
representation is that every influential opinion should not 
only find utterance in the House of Commons, but, further, 
and above all, be represented in the House of Commons by 
the same proportionate number of votes which it obtains 
from the voters at an election. Thus the eminent man who 
advocated the desirability of every opinion obtaining a hearing 
in the House of Commons, used on another occasion the 
following words ; “ It is an essential and integral feature of 
“ our policy that we shall go forward with the task of making 
“ the House of Commons not only the mouthpiece but the 
“ mirror of the national mind.” ® Now the doctrine of pro- 
portional representation thus interpreted is a dogma to which 
a fair-minded man may well refuse his assent. It is by no 
means obviously true ; it is open to the following (among 
other) objections that admit of clear statement. 

1 See Mr. Asqaith’s speech at St. Andrews, Feb. 19, 1906, cited by 
J. Fischer Williams, Proportional Representation, p. 17. ' 

“ Mr. Asquith at Burnley, Dec. 6, 1910, cited' by J. Fischer Williams, 
Proportional Sepresentation, p. 17. 
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Objections to the Third Proposition. 

First objection . — The more complicated any system of 
popular election is made, the more power is thrown into the 
hands of election agents or wire-pullers. This of itself in- 
creases the power and lowem the character of the party 
machine ; but the greatest political danger with which 
England is now threatened is the inordinate influence of 
party mechanism. This objection was long ago insisted upon 
by Bagehot.^ It explains, if it does not wholly justify, John 
Bright’s denunciation of fancy franchises. 

Second objection . — The House of Commons is no mere 
debating society. It is an assembly entrusted with great 
though indirect executive authority ; it is, or ought to be, con- 
cerned with the appointment and the criticism of the Cabinet. 
Grant, for the sake of argument, that every influential 
opinion should in the House of Commons gain a hearing. This 
result would be obtained if two men, or only one man, were 
to be found in the House who could ensure a hearing when- 
ever he spoke in favour of some peculiar opinion. The argu- 
ment for Avoman suffrage was never stated Avith more force in 
Parliament than when John Jlill represented Westminster. 
The reasons in its favour Avould not, as far as argument went, 
have commanded more attention if a hmidred members had 
been present Avho shared Mill’s opinions but were not endowed 
AAuth his logical power and his lucidity of expression. But 
where a body of men such as constitute the House of Commons 
are at all concerned Avith government, Amity of action is of 
more consequence than variety of opinion. The idea, indeed, of 
representation may be, and often is, carried much too far. A 
Cabinet which represeirted all shades of opmion would be a 
Ministry AA’-hich could not act at all. No one really supposes 
that a Government could in ordinary circmnstances be formed 
in which two opposite parties balanced one another. Nor can 
it often be desirable that an opinion held by, say, a third of a 
ministerial party should necessarily be represented by a third 
of the Cabinet. It may well be doubted whether even on 
commissions appointed partly, at any rate, for the purpose 

4 

^ Bai'ehot, English ConsHlution, pp. 148-159. 
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ti inquiry, it is at all desirable that distinctly opposite 
views should obtain recognition. The Coniniission which 
laid down the leading linea of Poor Law Reform in 1834 
rendered an immense service to England. Would there 
have been any real advantage in placing on that Com- 
mission men who condemned any change in the existing 
poor law ? 

Third objection . — Proportional representation, just because 
it aims at the representation of opinions rather than of persons, 
tends to promote the existence in the House of Commons of 
numerous party groups and also fosters the admitted evil of 
log-rolling. The worldng of English parliamentary govern- 
ment has owed half of its success to the existence of two 
leading and opposed parties, and of two sucli parties only. 
Using somewhat antiquated but still intelligible terms, let 
me call them by the name of Tories and Whigs.^ These two 
parties have, if one may speak in very broad terms, tended, 
the one to uphold the rule of the well-born, the well-to-do, 
and therefore, on the whole, of the more educated members 
of the community; the other lias promoted the power of 
numbers, and has therefore aimed at increasing the political 
authority of the comparatively poor, that is, of the com- 
paratively ignorant. Each tendency has obviously some good 
and some bad effects. If, for a moment, one may adopt 
modern expressions wliile divesting tlicra of any implied 
blame or praise, one may say that Conservatism and Liberalism 
each play their part in promoting the welfare of any coimtiy 
where popular government exists. Now, that the existence of 
two leading parties, and of two such parties only, in England 
has favoured the development of English constitutionalism 
is past denial. It is also certain that during the nineteenth 
century there has been a notable tendency in English public 
life to produce in the House of Commons separate groups or 
parties which stood more or less apart from Tories and Whigs, 
and were all but whoUy devoted to the attainment of some one 
definite change or reform. The Repealers, as led hy O’Connell, 

^ I chooao these old expressions which have been in use, at any rate 
from 1689 till the present day, because they make it easier to keep somewhat 
apart from, the burning controversies of 1914. ' 
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and still more the Free Traders, as led by Cobden,^ are early* 
examples of such groups. These groups avowedly held the 
success of the cause for which they fought of greater conse- 
quence than the maintenance in office either of Tories or of 
Whigs. Even in 1845 they had perplexed the worldng of our 
constitution ; they had gone far to Hmit the operation of the 
very valuable rule that a party, Avhich persuades Parliament 
to adopt the part)’-’s pohcy, should be prepared to take office 
and carry that pohcy into effect. The Free Traders, in fact, 
give the best, if not the earhest, example of an Enghsh group 
organised to enforce the adoption by the English Parhament 
of an opinion, doctrine, or theory to which that group was 
devoted. Now an observer of the course of events during 
the last sixty years will at once note the increasing number 
of such groups in the House of Commons. To-day we have 
Ministerialists and IJniouists (corresponding roughly with 
the old Whigs and Tories), we have also Irish Nationahsts 
and the Labour Party. These parties have each separate 
organisations. But one can easily observe the existence of 
smaller bodies each devoted to its own movement or cause, 
such, for example, as the temperance reformers, as the 
advocates of woman suffrage, or as the members who hold 
that the question of the day is the disestablishment of the 
Church. This state of things already invahdates our con- 
stitutional customs. Nor is it easy to doubt that any fair 
system of proportional representation must increase the 
number of groups existing in Parhament, for the very object 
of Proportionalists is to ensure that every opinion which 
exists among an appreciable number of British electors shall 
have an amount of votes in Parliament proportionate to the 
number of votes it obtains among the electors. If, for 
example, a tenth of the electors should be anti-vaccinators, 
the anti- vaccinators ought, under a perfect scheme of repre- 
sentation, to command sixty-seven votes in the House of 

^ Cobden would havo supported any Premier, whether a Tory or a 
Whig, who undertook to repeal the Com Laws. O'Connell would have sup- 
ported any Premier who hod pledged himself to repeal the Act of Union 
with Ireland ; but O'Connell's position was peculiar. He took an active 
interest in English politics, he was a Benthamite Liberal, and during a part 
of bis career acted in alliance with the Whirrs. 
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oCommons. Sixty-seven anti-vaccinators who might accident- 
ally obtain seats in the House of Commons, e.g. as Con- 
servatives or Liberals, would, be it noted, constitute a very 
different body from sixty-seven members sent to the House of 
Commons to represent the cause of anti-vaccination. The 
difference is this : In the first case each anti-vaccinator would 
often perceive that there were matters of more pressing import- 
ance than anti-vaccination ; but the sixty-seven men elected 
under a system of proportional representation to obtain the 
total repeal of the vaccination laws would, one may almost 
say must, make that repeal the one dominant object of their 
parliamentary action. That the multiplication of groups 
'might weaken the whole system of our parliamentary govern- 
ment is a probable conjecture. That proportional representa- 
tion might tend to extend the vicious system of log-rolling is 
all but demonstrable. Let mo suppose the sixty-seven anti- 
vaccinators to bo already in existence ; let me suppose, as 
would probably be the case, that they are elected because of 
their firm faith in anti-vaccination, and that, both from their 
position and from their creed, they feel that to destroy the 
vaccination laws is the supreme object at which every good 
man should aim. They will soon find that their sixty-seven 
votes, though of high importance, are not enough to save the 
country. The course which these patriots must follow is 
obvious. They are comparatively indifferent about Home 
Rule, about Disestabfishment, about the objects of the 
Labour Party. Let them promise their support to each of 
the groups advocating each of these objects in return for 
the help in repealing legislation which originates, say out 
anti-vaccinators, in the delusions of Jenner. A pohtical 
miracle rvill have been performed. A majority in favour 
of anti -vaccination will have been obtained ; the voice 
of fanatics ■will have defeated the common sense of the 
nation. Let me, as an illustration of my contention, 
recall to public a'ttention a forgotten fact. Some forty 
years ago the Claimant, now barely remembered as Aithui 
Orton, was a popular hero. His condemnation to im- 
prisonment for fourteen or fifteen years excited much indig" 
nation. He ob'tained one represeiitative, and one repre- 
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sentative only, of his grievances in the House of Commons. 
Under a properly organised system of proportional repre- 
sentation, combined vrith our present household suffrage, he 
might well have obtained twenty. Does any one doubt that 
these twenty votes would have weighed with the Whips of 
any party in power ? Is it at all certain that the Claimant 
might not, thus supported, have obtained a mitigation of his 
punishment, if not a re-trial of his case ? This is an extreme 
illustration of popular folly. For this very reason it is a good 
test of a logical theory. I do not contend that proportional 
representation cannot be defended by weighty considerations ; 
my contention is that it is open to some grave objections 
which have not received an adequate answer.^ 

III. Federalism .^ — ^Iii 1884 the peculiarities and the merits 
of federal government had not attracted the attention of the 
English public. Here and there a statesman whose mind was 
turned towards the relation of England and her colonies had 
perceived that some of the self-governing colonies might vdth 
advantage adopt federal constitutions. In 1867 Parliament 
had readily assented to the creation of the Canadian Donoinion 
and thereby transformed the colonies possessed by England 
on the continent of America into a federal state. In truth 
it may be said that the success of the Northern States of the 
American Commonwealth in the War of Secession had, for the 
first time, impressed upon Enghshmeii the belief that a demo- 
cratic and a federal state might come \rith success through a 
civil war, carried on against states which asserted their right 
to secede from the Eepublic of which they were a part. Still 
in 1884 hardly a statesman whose name carried weight with 
Englishmen advocated the formation of a federal system as a 
remedy for the defects, whatever they were, of the English 

' Fropoitional representation was in Mill’s day known as minority 
representation. The change of name is not without significance. In 1870 
the demand for minority representation was put forward mainly as the 
means for obtaining a hearing for intelligent minorities whose whisper might 
easily be drowned by the shouts of an unintelligent majority. In 1914 
minority representation is recommended mainly as the means of ensuring 
that the true voice of the nation shall be heard. It was once considered a 
cheek upon demcoracy ; it is now supported as the best method for giving 
Seifect to the true'will of the democracy. 

* Compare especially as to federal government. Chap. ED. p. 134. post. 
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"consiitation, or the means for miiting the widely scattered 
countnes which make np the Bri^h. Empire. W alter Bagehot 
was in his day, as he still is, the most eminent of modem 
English constitutionalists. He compared the constitution of 
England with the constitution of the United States. But 
the result of such comparison was, in almost every case, to 
illu^rate some hitherto unnoted merit of the English con- 
stitution which was not to be found in the constitution of the 
great American Repubhc. Sir Henry Maine was in his time 
the most brilliant of the writers who had incidentally turned 
their thoughts towards constitutional problems. Maine’s 
Popular Government, published in 1885, expressed his admira- 
tion for the rigidity or the conservatism oi American feder- 
alism. But he never hinted at the conviction, which he 
probably never entertained, that either the United Kingdom 
or the British Empire would gaui by tramsfonnation into a 
federal state. Thirty years ago the nature of federalism 
had received in England very inadeq^uate investigation.^ In 
this, as in other matters, 1911 strangely contrasts with 1884. 
The notion is now current that federalism contains the solu- 
tion of every constitutional problem which perplexes British 
etatesmanship. Why not, we are told, draw closer the bonds 
which maintain peace and goodwill between the United King- 
dom and all her colonies, by constructing a new and grand 
Imperial federation governed by a truly Imperial Parliament, 
which shall represent every state, including England, which is 
subject to the government of the King ? Why not, we are 
asked, establish a permanent reconciliation between England 
and Ireland by the conversion of tbe United Kingdom into a 
federalised kingdom whereof England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
Wales, and, for aught I know, the Channel Islands and the 
Isle of Man, shall form separate states ? This new constitu- 
tional id^ of the inherent excellence of federalism is a new 
faith or delusion which deserves examination. My purpose, 
therefore, is to consider two different matters — namely, first, 
the genpral characteristics of federalism ; secondly, the 

1 la Chap, m., pout, federalism was analysed (1885) as jUustrating, 
by way of contrast, that sovereignty of the English Parliament which 
makes EngLaad one of the best examples of a unitary state. 
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bearing of these characteristics on the proposal popularly ■> 
known as Imperial federalism, for including England’- and 
the five self-governing colonies in a federal constitution, and 
also the proposal (popularly known as Home Rule aU round) . 
for federahsing the United Kingdom. 


Leading CJiaracterislics of Federal Government ^ 

Federalism is a natural constitution for a hody of states.) 
.which desire union and do not desire nnity. Takras countries 
which exhibit this state of feehng the United States, the 
English federated colonies, the Swiss Confederation, and the 
German Empire, and contrast with this special condition 
of opinion the deliberate rejection by all Itahan patriots of 
federalism, which in the case of Italy presented many apparent 
advantages, and the failure of union between Sweden and 
Nprway to produce any desire for unity or even for a continued 
political connection, though these Scandinarian lands differ 
little from each other in race, in religion, in language, or 
in their coinmou interest to maintain their independence 
against neighbouring and powerful countries. 

The physical contiguity, further, of countries which are 
to form a confederated state is certainly a favourable, and 
possibly a necessary, condition for the success of federal 
government. 

The success of federal government is greatly favomed by, 
if it does not absolutely require, approximate equality in the 
wealth, in the population, and in the historical position of 
the different countries which make up a confederation. The 
reason for this is pretty obvious. The idea which lies at the 
bottom of federalism is that each of the separate states 
should have approximately equal political rights and should 
thereby be able to maintain the “ limited independence ” (if 
the term may be used) meant to be secured by the terms of 

^ In treating of Imperial federalism, as often in other parts of this book, 

I purposely and frequently, in accordance -with popular language, use 
“ £nglan(| ” as equivalent to the United Kingdom. 

“ See especially Chap. III. p. 134, post. It is ivorth observing that the 
substance of this chapter was published before the production by Gladstone 
of his first Tin ie Tliile Bill for TreWnd. 
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Isrige, stwA as \srftaEfihc 5 r as » S''^ and an- jthec be as 
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gteatti^ asesedL sr. its ri.Tiirn.bej 3 aci Li .ij- resii'crcfes tbe powee 
®f gacli oJ tine ritbei: stare?, acj'i :ti_L cx'iZf-. li 3i*:n '■ 'in'miiiLaiife 
psitiiisar-” to ii?e a eutenc feXT-Tesd'jn. crearL" exceei tbe 
wliiftlle ©4 the ©the: CocieisTated State? it pr.pciadjm. and in 
vftalltE- tine ennf&iera/y Tnii be tnreateiiei -?tLtt danseis. 
Tbia dEflaa3ri!ari.t partner xae exertise an antbtzitj afatgi 
im©MiiSESitenc -/nth fedets.!: egtiadt". Ent. ©n tne 'ttner band, 
tte ©tte states, if tbej sbr/dd poesess tzi'ie: th? c.tna-dmtMffi 
rigiiite eenal t© the r'sKts ©r tie ptinial te—e: .eft to the 
dojatiaant tia.:trier, mat' easilj otnd-lne to increase undolr 
tine: barriftTis, Ln tie vraj of tazatetn :: ctierrdse. impotied 
Bipom tie one rnoftt m-yezial state. 

FederalEtn, trLen scceessfai, ia.-. generallj been a sta^ 
towareis arntar.' n'OTenttnent. t. otier >-o:<is_. toieralisia 
tends to pas? into nationalism. Tit? ias c-e:tainlv been 
Ijhe leeclt of tie tvo most sne-e-ewfd of feieral experi- 
jftsnte. Tie Urited b'tates. at ar.v I'ate as tiev nj~ exist, 
have beert '.'veii described as a nation concealed under the 
form of a federation. Tte same expression miuit tnrii 
consdderafcle trati be appplied to 5-Bitzerian.d. Never was 
there a cotmtr;/ in which it seemed more diincult to pro'iuce 
national unitv. Tie Swiss cantons are divided bv diderence 
cf race, by difference of Janguage, by diderence of religion. 
Ttieae distinctions till nearly the middle of the nineteenth 
century pitodaced a kind of disnnion among the Swiss people 
?vhich in 1914 seems almost incredible. They forbade the 
existence of a conimpn coinage ; they allowed any one cantor 
to protect the finanml interest ofdts ritizens against com- 
petition by the inhabitants of every other canton. In 1847 
the Sondeibnnd threatened to destroy, .^the very idea of 
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Swiss unity, Swiss nationality, and Swiss independence. 
Patriots had indeed for generations perceived that the federal 
union of Switzerland afforded the one possible guarantee for 
the continued existence of their country. But attempt after 
attempt to secure the unity of Switzerland had ended in failure. 
The victory of the Swiss federalists in the Sonderbuiid war 
gave new’ life to Switzerland : this w as the one indubitable 
success directly due to the movements of 1847-48. It is indeed 
happy that the ^tory of the federal armies took place before 
the fall of the Preiich Monarchy, and that the Eevolinion of 
February, combined with other movements which distracted 
Europe, left the J^w iss free to manage their owm affairs in their 
own way. Swiss patiiotism and moderation met with their 
reward. Swit/eiland became master of her own fate. Each 
step in the subsequent progress of the new federal state has 
been a step along the path leading from confederate union 
to national imity. 

A federal constitution is, as compared with a unitary 
constitution, a weak form of government. Few were the , 
thinkers who in 1884 would have denied the truth of this 
proposition. ’ In 1914 language is constant!}’ used which 
implies that a federal government is in itself superior to a 
unitary constitution such as that of France or of England. Yet 
the CO nparative w’eakness of federalism is no accident. A 
true federal government is based on the division of powers. 
It means the constant effort of statesmanship to balance one 
state of the confederacy against another. No one can rate 
more highly than myself the success with which a complicated 
system is worked by the members of the Swiss Council or, to 
use expressions familiar to Enghshmen, by the Swiss Cabinet. 
Yet everywhere thioughout Swiss arrangements you may 
observe the desire to keep up a sort of balance of advantages 
betw’een different states. The members of the Council are 
seven in number ; each member must, of necessity, belong to 
a different canton. The federal Parliament meets at Bern ; 
the federal Court sits at Lausanne in the canton of Vaud; 
the federal university is allotted to a third canton, namely 
Zurich. Now rules or practices of this kind must inevitably 
restrict the power of bringing into a Swiss Cabinet all the best 
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political talent to be found in Switzerland. Such a system 
applied to an English or to a French Cabinet would be found 
almost unworkable. Federalism again would mean, in any 
country where English ideas prevail, the predominance of 
legalism or, in other words, a general willingness to yield to 
the authority of the law courts. Nothing is more remarkable, 
and in tlie eyes of any impartial critic more praiseworthy, 
than the reverence paid oi\ the whole by American opinion 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. N‘.-r must one 
forget that the respect paid to the opinion of their own judges, 
even when deciding questions on which political feeling runs 
high, is, on the whole, characteri.stic of tlie eitizen.s of each 
particular state. The Sujueme Court, e.g., of ilassachusetts 
may he called upon to determine in clfect whether a law passed 
by the legislature of Massachu.setts is, or is not, constitutional ; 
and the decision of the Court will certainly meet with o hedienoe. 
Now, what it is necessary to insist upon is that tliis legalism 
which fosters and supports the rule of law is not equally 
displayed in every country. No French court has evef 
definitely pronounced a law passed by the French legislature 
invalid, nor, it is said, has any Belgian court ever pronounced 
invalid a law passed by the Belgian Parliament. Whether 
English electors are now .strongly dispo.sed to confide to the 
decision of judges questions wiiich excite strong political 
feeling is doubtful. Yet —and this is no insignificant matter 
— ^under everj'' federal system tliere must almost of necessity 
exist some body of persons who can decide whether the terms 
of the federal compact have been observed. But if tliis power 
be placed in the hands of the Executive, the law will, it may 
be feared, be made subservient to the will of any political 
party which is for the moment supreme. If it be placed in 
the hands of judges, who profess and probably desire to 
practise judicial impartiality, it may be very difficult to ensure 
general respect for any decision which contradicts the interests 
and the principles of a dominant party. Federalism, lastly, 
creates divided allegiance. This is the most serious and the 
most inevitable of the weaknesses attacliing to a form of 
government under which loyalty to a citizen’s naj^e^-state 
may conflict with his lovalty to the whole federated nation. 
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Englishmen, Scotsmen, and Irishmen have always, as soldiers,*^ 
been true to the common flag. The whole history of the 
Sonderbimd in Switzerland and of Secession in the United 
States bears witness to the agomsed perplexity of the noblest 
among soldiers when called upon to choose between loyalty 
to their country and loyalty to their canton or state. One 
example of tliis difficulty is amply sufficient for my purpose, , 
General Scott and General Lee alilce had been trained as 
officers of the American Army ; each was a Virginian ; each of 
them was determined from the outbreak of the Civil War to 
follow the dictates of his own conscience ; each was placed in 
a position as painful as could be occupied by a soldier of 
braver}’' and honour ; each was a victim of that double allegi- 
ance wliich is all but inherent in federalism. General Scott 
followed the impulse of loyalty to the Union. General Lee 
felt that as a matter of duty he must obey the sentiment of 
loyalty to Virginia. 

In any estimate of the strength or the weakness of federal 
government it is absolutely necessary not to confomid, though 
the confusion is a very common one, federalism with national- 
ism. A truly federal government is the denial of national 
independence bo every state of the federation. No single 
state of the American Commonwealth is a separate nation ; 
no state, it may be added, e.g. the State of New York, has 
anything like as much of local independence as is possessed 
by New Zealand or by any other of the five Dominions.^ 
There is of course a sense, and a very real sense, in which 
national tradition and national feeling may be cultivated iji 
a state which forms part of a confederacy. The French 
inhabitants of Quebec are Frenchmen to the core. But their 
loyalty to the Briti.sh Empire is certain. One indisputable 
source of their Imperial loyalty is that the break-up of the 
Empire might, as things now stand, resffit to Canada in union 
with the United States. But Frenchmen would with more 
difficulty maintain their French character if Quebec became 
a state of the Union and ceased to be a province of the 
Dominion. In truth national character in one sense of that 
term has less necessary connection than Englishmen generally 
1 As to meaning of “Dominions” see p. xxiv, note 1 ante. 
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Vappose with poUtical arrangements. It would be simple 
foUy to assert that Sir Walter Scott did not share the sentiment 
of Scottish nationalism ; yet the iitflnence of Scott's genhis 
throughout Europe was favoured by, and in a sense was the 
fruit of, the uniou with England. But the aspiration and the 
effort towards actual national independence is at least as in- 
consistent with the conditions of a federal as with the ctmditions 
of a unitary gor'eriuueiit. Any one will see that this is si> 
who conaders how prtent would have been the folly of the 
attempt to establish a confeileracy wliieh should have left 
Italy a state of the .\usTriau Empire. Xor does historical 
experience couutenauoe the idea that fcileralism, w hieh may 
certainly be a step towarils chaser tiatioual umty, can be used 
as a method for gradually bringing ^mlitical unity to an end. 


The Charaiierktu's of Fcihral Goi\'rnmrnl in Hthttion 
to Imjk'riiil Foth'ntlit^in, 

Many Englishmen of to-day advocate the building up oi 
some grand federalcoiustifutiou which would include the United 
Kingdom (or, to use popular language. England) and at any 
rate the live Dominion.s. This splendid vision of the advan 
tagea to be obtained by inort'ased unity of action between 
England and her self-governing colonies is suggested by obvious 
and important facts. Tlie wisdom of every step wliieh may 
increase the reciprocal goodn ill, straug as it now is. of England 
and her Dominions is proved by the sueee.ss of each I'lnpevial 
Conference. It is perfectly plain alrtaulv, and will beeonie 
every day plainer both to Englishmen and to the inhahitaiits 
of the British Empire outside England, that the existence of 
the Empire ought to soeiiiv both England ami her colonies 
against even the possibility of attack bv auv foivign ]io\ver. 
It to-day in reality secures tlie maintoniviice of intormrl peace 
and order in every country inhabited by British subioots. 
It is further most desirable, it may probably heconie in no 
long time an absolute necessity, that every country throughout 
the Empire should contribute in duo measm-o to the cost of 
Imperial defence. To this it should be added that the material 
advantages accruing to miUions of British subjects fi-om tiie 
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Lii^wria] powex of Kng^d may more and more tend to 
prxHluce that gjEOnrtli of loyalty and goodwill toeraids the 
Empire trhieli in 1914 is a chaiaeteristic and splendid featrae 
both, of England and of I'.er colonies. Any man may fool 
pride in ati Imperial patriotism groimdcd on the legitimate 
belief that the Empire built up by England furthers the 
prosjieriry and the happiness of tiie whole body of British- 
subjects.^ But. wlien every admission which the most anient 
of Imperiaiisrs can ask for, is made of the benefits conferred in 
every quarter of the world m'on the inhabitants of ditierent 
coimtries, by rite eristence of England's Inqvrial jmwer, it is 
quite possible for a calm oltserver to doubt nhether the si.>- 
callod federalisation of the British Empire is an object which 
ought to be aimed at by the statesmcu eitb.er of England or of 
the Dominions. The objections to the creed of federalism, in 
80 far as it mostns the Iniildiug up of a federal constitution for 
the Empiiv, or intlier for England and her Doniittions, may 
be stimiued up in the statement that tliis belief it\ a new- 

' " Put tills Kuii'itx' I'i outs is .h>tingmslu\l tu'in (other Kmput«] by 
“sjH'Cuil aiul tloiuituumj: ohiu-votonsiirs. From the o--cti'H\.iI joint of view 
■' U is tuada up of rouutrios wliioh are not gaoscaplurally coiitermiuoiis or 
avoii ootitijjuoiis, ivliioh j'tvsout ovary variety of cliiiiuto. soil, j'oopio, ami 
'* tvligiou. aiut, oven in iliosa communm^'s whwU h.ua aftaiiini to comjilato 
•• .‘n'if-j;ovarniuout, and wliirli ato n'pn’sinitoil in this room to-day, does not 
“ilraiv its iiuifyni.: .lud rohosivo foroa sola'y fioni idotitiij of raca or of 
‘'language. Vet you have Isrro a jvlitical organisation whirh, by its mete 
o.'dstouoo, riiU’s out tho posidl'ihty ot nar It’fweou populations numboring 
*• svimotlung hko a tliinl v’f tUo hiiiiian toco. Thoiv is, as thoiv invj&t bo 
*• among oommunitios so dilton'iuly situatoii and ciiomusl.iiicod, a vast 
*■ variety of constitutional methods, and of social and political inatitutioua 
" and ideals. But to sjvak for a moment for that part of the liiiii>irt> which 
“is represented hetv to-day, iihat is it that ivo havo in coiiuiion, wliieli 
■' amidst every diwrsity of external and uialonal conditions, makes u.s and 
“ ki'ops us one T 'riieix'' aro two things in the self-goveining British Enii'iro 
“which aro unique in the history of gn-at jHililicid aggregations. Tho first 
“ is the reign of L.iw : when'ver the King's writ runs, it is the symbol and 
'■ messenger not of an arbitrary .nithority. but of rights shaied by every 
“ oitUon, and capable of being nssorteii nud made etfoctive by tho trib.mals 
“ of the land. Tho second is tho combination of local autonomy — alBoluto, 
“ unfettered, coinpleto — -with loyalty to a oonmiion head, oc-oiienitioii, 
“spontaneous and unforced, fur common interests and purposes, and, I 
** may add, a common trusteeship, whether it he in India or in the Ciown 
" Colonies, or in the Protectorates, or within our own borders, of the interests 
“ and fortunes of fellow-subjeots who have not yet attained, or perhaps in 
“ some oases may never attain, to the full stature of eeU-go-vemmont.** — 
Soo speech of the Bight Hon. H. H. Asquith (President of tho Conference), 
hlinutes of Proceodini >3 of the Imperial Conference, 1911 [Cd 6746], 'p. 22. 
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fangled federalism is at bottom a delusion, and a delusion 
perilous not only to England but to the whole British Empire. 
But this general statement may be best justified ^ the 
working out of two criticisms. 

'First. — The attempt to form a federal constiiution for the 
Empire is at this moment full of peril to England, to the 
Dominions, and, it may well he, to the maintenance of the British 
■Empire. The task imposed upon British and upon colonial 
statesmanship is one of infinite difficulty. As we all know, the 
creation of the United States was for the thirteen independent 
colonies a matter of absolute necessity. But the highest 
statesmanship of the ablest leader’s whom a country ever 
possessed was hardly sufficient for the transformation of 
thirteen different states into one confederated nation. Even 
among countries differing little in race, religion, and history, 
it was found all but impossible to reconcile the existence of 
state rights with the creation of a strong central and national 
power. If any one considers the infinite diversity of the 
countries which make up the British Empire, if he reflects 
that they are occupied by different races whose customs and 
whose civihsation are the product of absolutely different 
histories, that the different countries of the Empire are in no 
case contiguous, and in many instances are separated from 
England and from each other by seas extending over thousands 
of miles, he will rather wonder at the boldness of the dreams 
entertained by the votaries of federal Imperiahsm, than 
beheve that the hopes of fcdcralising the Empire are lilcely 
to meet mth fulfilment. I shall be reminded, however, and 
with truth, that Imperial federalism, as planned by even its 
most sanguine advocates, means something very different from 
the attempt to frame a constitution of which the United 
Kingdom, the Dominions, the Crown colonies, and British 
India shall constitute different states. Our Imperialists 
really aim, and the fact must be constantly borne in mind, 
at federalising the relation not between England and the 
rest of the Empire, but between England and the ^e 
self-governing Dominions. But then this admission, while 
it does away with some of the difficulties besetting the 
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policy which is miscalled ImjJerial federalism, raises^ a 
whole body of difficult and all but mianswerable questions. 
Take a few of the inquiries to which sanguine reformers, who 
taUc with easy confidence of federalism being tire solution of 
all the most pressing constitutional problems, must find a reply. 
What is to be the relation between the new federated state 
(consisting of England and the five Dominions) and British 
India ? Will the millions who inhabit India readily obey a 
new and strange sovereign, or wiU the states of the new 
confederacy agree that the rest of the Empire shall be ruled 
by the Parliament and Government of England alone 1 Is 
the whole expense of Imperial defence to be borne by the 
federated states, or will the new federation of its own authority 
impose taxes upon India and the Crown colonies for the 
advantage of the federated state ? Is it certain, after all, 
that the mutual goodwill entertained between England and 
the Dominions really points towards federalism ? No doubt 
England and the states represented at the Imperial Con- 
ferences entertain a genuine and ardent wish that the British 
Empire should be strong and be able, as against foreigners, 
and even in resistance to secession, to use all the resources of 
the whole Empire for its defence and maintenance. But then 
each one of the Dominions desires rather the increase than the 
lessening of its own independence. Is there the remotest sign 
that, for example. New Zealand, though thoroughly loyal to 
the Empire, would tolerate interference by any Imperial 
Parliament or Congress with the internal afl'airs of New Zealand 
which even faintly resembled the authority exerted by Congress 
in New York, or the authority exerted by the Parliament of 
the Canadian Dominion in Quebec ? But if the Dominions 
would not tolerate the interference with their own affairs by 
any Parliament, whatever its title, sitting at Westminster, 
is there the remotest reason to suppose that the existmg 
Imperial Parhament will consent to become a Parliament 
of the Empire in which England, or rather the United 
Kingdom, and each of the five Dominions shall be fairly 
represented? But, here we come to a further inquiry, to 
which our new federalists hardly seem to have given a 
thought : What are they going to do with the old Imperial 
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Parliament which has, throughout the whole history of 
Png1a.Tifl, inherited the traditions and often exerted the 
reality of sovereign power? Under our new federation is 
the Imperial Parhament to become a Federal Congress wherein 
every state is to have due representation ? Is this Federal 
Congress to be for Englishmen the English Parliament, or is 
there to be in addition to or instead of the ancient Parliament 
of England a new local English Parhament controlhng theaffairs 
of England alone ? This question itself is one of unboimded 
diffieulty. It embraces two or three inquiries the answers 
whereto may trouble the thoughts of theorists, and these replies, 
if they are ever discovered, may give rise throughout England 
and the British Empire to infinite discord. Is it not one ex- 
ample of the perplexities invoU-ed in any plan of Imperial 
federaUsm, and of the intellectual levity with which they are 
met, that our Federalists never have given a clear and, so 
to speak, intelligible idea of what is to be imder a federal 
government the real position not of the United Kingdom but of 
that small country limited in size, but still of immense power, 
which is specifically known by the august name of England ? 
The traditional feuds of Ireland and the ecclesiastical griev- 
ances of Wales, the demand of some further recognition of 
that Scottish nationality, for which no sensible Englishman 
shows or is tempted to show the least disrespect, all deserve and 
receive exaggerated attention. But England and English in- 
terests, just because Englishmen have identified the greatness 
of England with the prosperity of the United Kingdom and the 
greatness and good government of the Empire, are for the 
moment overlooked. I venture to assure all my readers that 
this forgetfulness of England — ^and by England I here mean 
the country known, and famous, as England before the legal 
creation either of Great Britain or of the United Kingdom — 
is a fashion opposed both to common sense and to common 
justice, and, like all opposition to the nature of things, 
will ultimately come to nothing.^ The questions I have 

* Sir Joseph Ward is an eminent colonial statesman ; he is also an ardent 
Imperialist of the colonial type. In his plan for an Imperial C!ouncil, or 
in other words for an Imperial Parliament representing the United Kingdom, 
or rather the countries which now make it up, and. the Dominions, he 
calmly assumes that Englishmen will without difficulty allow the United 



FKDERALISM 


Ixxxv 


^ 

mentioned are numerous and full of complexity. The present 
time, we must add, is intensely unfavourable to the creation 
of a new federalised and Imperial constitution. The Parha- 
ment and the Government of the United Kingdom may be 
chargeable mth grave errors : they have fallen into many 
blunders. But they have never forgotten — they will never, 
one trusts, forget — ^that they hold “ a common trusteeship,’ 
“ whether it be in India or in the Crown Colonies, or in the 
“ Protectorates, or within our own borders, of the interests 
“ and fortunes of fellow-subject® who have not yet attained, 

“ or perhaps in some cases may never attain, to the full stature 
“ of self-government.” ^ Is it credible that, for instance, 
the peoples of India will see with indifference this trusteeship 
pass from the hands of an Imperial Parliament (which has 
more or less learned to think imperially, and in England has 
maintained the equal political rights of all British subjects) 
into the hands of a new-made Imperial Congress which will 
consist in part of representatives of Dominions which, it may 
be of necessity, cannot give effect to this enlarged conception 
of British citizenship % ^ 

Secondly. — The unily of the Empire does not require the forma- 
tion of a federal or of any other hrand-new constitution. — I 
yield to no man in my passion for the greatness, the strength, 
the glory, and the moral unity of the British Empire.® I am 
one of the thousands of Englishmen who approved, and 
still approve, of the war in South Africa because it forbade 
secession. But I am a student of the British constitution ; 
my unhesitating conviction is that the constitution of the 
Empire ought to develop, as it is actually developing, in the 


Kingdom to be broken up into four countries ruled by four local Parliaments. 
He supposes, that is to say, as a matter of course, that Englishmen Trill 
agree to a radical change in the government of England which no sane 
English Premier would have thought of pressing upon the Parliaments 
of the self-governing colonies which now constitute the Dominion of 
Canada or which now constitute the Commonwealth of Australia. See 
Minutes of Proceedings of the Imimrial Conference, 1911 [Cd. 6745], pp. 
59-61. 

* See Mr. Asquith’s address, cited p. bexxi, note 1, aide, 

‘ See p. xxxvii, and note 1 , ante. 

* See A FooVa Paradiae, p. 24. 
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same way in which grew up the constitution of England.’ 
The relation between England and the Dominions, and, as far 
as possible, between England and the colonies which are not 
as yet self-governing countries, need not be developed by 
arduous feats of legislation. It should grow under the 
influence of reasonable luiderstandings and of fair customs. 
'There are, as I have intimated,^ two objects on which every 
Iinperialisl, should fix his eyes. The one is the contribution 
by every country vuthin the Empire towards the cost of 
defending the Empire. The second object is the constant 
consultation between England and the Dominions. The 
English taxpayer will not, and ought not to, continue for ever 
paying the whole cost of Imperial defence. The Dominions 
cannot for an indefinite period bear the risks of Imperial 
wars without having a voice in determining if such wars should 
begin, and when and on what terms they should be brought 
to an end. Imperial statesmanship is rapidly advancing in 
the right direction. The system of Imperial Conferences ® and 
other modes of inter-communication between England and 
the Dominions will, we may hope, result in regulating both 
the contribution which the Dominions ought to make towards 
the defence of the Empire, and the best method for collecting 
colonial opimon on the policy of any war which may assume 
an Imperial character. My full belief is that an Imperial 
constitution based on goodwill and fairness may within a few 
years come into real existence, before most Englishmen have 
realised that the essential foundations of Imperial unity have 
already been firmly laid. The ground of my assurance is 
that the constitution of the Empire may, like the constitution 
of England, be found to rest far less on parliamentary statutes 
thau on the growth of gradual and often unnoted customs. 


^ This conviction is strengthened by the facts now daily passing before 
our eyes (Sept. 1914). 

“ See pp. Ixxx, Ixxxi, onie ; and sec A Fool’s Paradise, p. 25. 

“ ( 'onsider tho gradual, the most hopeful, and the most successful develop- 
ment of those conferences from 1887 to the last conference in 1911. A sort 
of conference was held in 1887, and tho conferences of 1897 and 1902 were 
held in connection with some other celebration. The first regular conference 
for no other purpose than consultation was held in 1907, in which the 
Imperial Conference received by resolution a definite constitution. The 
conference of 1911 waa hold under the scheme thus agreed upon in 1907. 
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Characieristics of Federal Government in Relation to 
Home Rule all Round, 

Advocates of the so-called “ federal solution ” apparently 
believe that the United Kingdom as a whole will gain by ex- 
changing our present unitaiy constitution for some unspecified 
form of federal government. To an Englishman who still 
holds, as was universally held by every English statesman 
till at the very earhest 1880, that the union between England 
and Scotland was the wisest and most fortunate among the 
achievements of British statesmanship, there is great difficulty 
in understanding the new belief that the federalisation of the 
United Kingdom null confer benefit upon any of the inhabitants 
of Great Britain.^ A candid critic may be able to account for 
the existence of a pohtical creed which he does not affect to 
share. 

The faith in Home Eule all round has been stimulated, 
if not mainly created, by the controversy, lasting for thirty 
years and more, over the policy of Home Eule for Ireland. 
British Home Eulers have always been anxious to conceal 
from themselves that the creation of a separate Irish Parha- 
ment, and a separate Irish Cabinet depending for its existence 
on such Parliament, is a real repeal of the Act of Union between 
Great Britain and Ireland. This refusal to look an obvious 
fact in the face is facilitated by the use of that most am- 
biguous phrase, "Home Eule all round.” Federalism 
has, no doubt, during the last thirty, or one may say 
fifty, years acquired a good deal of new prestige. The 

^ Tho omission of reference to tho policy of Homo Rule for Ireland as 
embodied in tlie Government of Ireland Act, 1014, is intentional. The true 
charaeter and clToct of that Act cannot become apparent until some years 
have passed. Tho Act itself stands in a position never before occupied by 
any statute of immense and far-reaching importance. It may not come 
into operation for an indefinite period. Its vpry authors contemplate its 
, amendment before it shall begin to operate. The Act is at the moment 
detested by tho Protestants of Ulster, and a binding though ambiguous pledge 
has been given that the Act will not be forced upon Ulster against her will. 
Tho people of Groat Britain will insist on this pledge being held sacred. 
To a constitutionalist the Act at present affords better ground for wonder 
than for criticism. If any reader should be curious to know my views on 
Home Rule ho will find them in a general form in England a Case ago hist 
Home Rule, published in,1887 ; and as applied to the Iwt Home Rule Bill, 
in A Foots Paradise, published in 1913< 



Ixxxviii 


INTRODUCTION 


prosperity of the United States, the miUtary authority of 
the German Empire, may by federalists be put down to the 
credit of federal government, though in matter of fact no two 
constitutions can, either m their details or in their spirit, bear 
less real resemblance than the democratic and, on the whole, 
unmilitary constitution of the United States and the autocratic 
Imperial and, above all, mihtary government of Germany. 
Federal government has also turned out to be the form of 
government suitable for some of the British Dominions. It 
has been an undoubted success in the Canadian Dominion. 
It has not been long tried but has not been a failure in 
the Austrahan Commonwealth. It may become, Englishmen 
are inclined to think it is, the best form of government for 
the states included in the Union of South Africa. Little 
reflection, however, is required in order to see that none of 
these federations resemble the constitution of England either 
in their historical development or in their actual circumstances. 
Then, too, it is thought that whereas English statesmen find 
it difficult to regulate the relation between Great Britain and 
Ireland, the task will become easier if the same statesmen 
midertake to transform, by some hocus-pocus of political 
legerdemain, the whole United Kingdom into a federal govern- 
ment consisting of at least four different states. It is sup- 
posed, lastly, though the gromids for the supposition are not 
very evident, that the federalisation of the United Kingdom 
is necessary for, or conducive to, the development of Imperial 
federahsm. 

Federalism, in short, has at present the vague, and therefore 
the strong and imaginative, charm which has been possessed 
at one time throughout Europe by the parliamentary con- 
stitutionalism of England and at another by the revolutionary 
republicanism of France. It may be well, therefore, to state 
with some precision why, to one who has studied the character- 
istics of federal government, it must seem in the highest degree 
improbable that Home Rule all round, or the federal solution, 
will be of any benefit whatever to any part of the United 
Kingdom. 

(1) There is m trace whatever of the existence of the federal 
spirit throughout the United Kingdom.' In England, which 
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is after all by far tbe most important part of the kingdom, the 
idea of federalism has hitherto been totally unknown. Poli- 
ticians may have talked of it when it happened to suit their 
party interest, but to the mass of the people the idea of 
federation has always been, and I venture to assert at this 
moment is, unknown and all but incomprehensible. Scotsmen 
sometimes complain that Great Britain is often called England.. 
They sometimes talk as though they were in some mysterious 
manner precluded from a fair share in the benefits accruing 
from the unity of Great Britain. To any one who investigates 
the actual course of British politics, and still more of British 
social life since the beginning of the nineteenth century, these 
complaints appear to be utterly groundless. The prejudices 
which, say, in the time of Dr. Johnson, kept Scotsmen and 
Englishmen apart, have in reality vanished. To take one 
example of disappearing differences, we may note that while 
many leading Englishmen fill in Parhament Scottish seats 
many Scotsmen fill English seats. What is true is that the 
comrse of events, and the way in which the steam-engine and 
the telegraph bring the world everywhere closer together, are 
unfavourable to that prominence in any country which at one 
time Avas attainable by particular localities, or by small bodies 
of persons living somewhat apart from the general course of 
national life. This change has, like all other alterations, its 
weak side. It is quite possible honestly to regret the time when 
Edinburgh possessed the most intellectual society to be found 
in Great Britain or Ireland. It is also possible honestly to Avish 
that Lichfield and NorAAUch naight still have, as they had at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, a little and not mifamous 
literary coterie of their OAvn. There is a sense in Avhich the 
groAvth of large states is injurious to the individual life of 
smaller communities. The Roman Republic and the Roman 
Empire did not produce thinkers or Avriters who did as much 
for the progress of mankind as was done by the philosophers, 
the historians, and the poets of Greece, and the fruits of Greek 
genius were mainly due to the intellectual achievements of 
Athens during not much more than a century. Ireland is, 
as regards most of its inhabitants, discontented with the 
Union. But it is idle to pretend that Ireland has ever desired 
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f^eralism in the sense in which it was desired by tlie colonies 
which origuially formed the United States, or by the in- 
habitants of what are now the provinces of the Canadian' 
Dominion. O’Connell for a very short time exhibited a tend- 
ency to substitute federalism for repeal. He discovered 
his mistake and reverted to repeal, which with his more 
revolutionary followers meant nationalism. No one who 
reads the last and the strangest of the biographies of Parnell 
can doubt that “ Ireland a Nation ” was the cry which met 
his own instinctive feeling no less than the wishes of his 
followers, except in so far as their desires pointed towards a 
revolutionary change in tlie teniu’e of land rather than towards 
the claim for national independence. 

(2) There is good reason to fear that the federalisation of 
the United Kingdom, stimulating as it would the disruptive 
force of local nationalism, might well arouse a feeling of divided 
allegiance. This topic is one on Avhich I have no wish to dwell, 
but it cannot be forgotten by any sensible observer who reflects 
upon the history of secession in the United States, or of the 
Sonderbund in Switzerland, or who refuses to forget the pre- 
eminently uneasy connection between the different parts of 
the Austrian Empire and the deliberate determination of 
Norway to sever at all costs the miion \\-ith Sweden. Noi- 
ls it possible to see how the federalisation of the United 
Kingdom should facilitate the growth of Imperial federalism. 

(3) Federalism, as the dissolution of the United Kingdom, 
is absolutely foreign to the historical and, so to speak, in- 
stinctive policy of English comstitutionalists. Each successive 
generation from the reign of Edward I. onwards has laboured 
to produce that complete political unity wliich is repre- 
sented by the absolute sovereignty of the Parliament 
now sitting at Westminster. Let it be remembered that 
no constitutional arrangements or Actions could get rid 
of the fact that England wotdd, after as before the 
establishment of Home Rule all round, continue, in virtue of 
her resom-ces and her population, the predominant partner 
throughout the United Kingdom, and the partner on whtom 
sovereignty had been conferred, not by the language of any 
statute or other document, but by the nature of things. -It 
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would be hard indeed to prevent the English ParliameifE^ 
sitting at Westminster from not only claiming but exercising 
sovereign authority ; and to all these difficulties must be 
added one omuioua and significant reflection. To every 
foreign country, whether it were numbered among our allies 
or among our rivals, the federalisation of Great Britain would 
be treated as a proof of the declining power ahke of England 
and of the British Empire.^ 

IV. The Referendum }' — The word Referendum is a foreign 
expression derived from Switzerland. Thirty years ago it 
was almost miknown to Englishmen, even though they were 
interested in political theories. Twenty years ago it was 
quite unknown to British electors. The word has now 
obtained popular currency but is often mismiderstood. It 
may be well, therefore, to defirre, or rather describe, the 
meaning of the “ referendum ” as used in this Introduction 
and as applied to England. The refereirdum is used by me ’ 
as meaning the principle that Bills, even when passed both 
by the House of Commons and by the House of Lords,® should 
not become Acts of Parliament until they have been submitted 
to the vote of the electors and have received the sanction or 
approval of the majority of the electors voting on the matter. 


^ Any great oliango in the form of the constitution of England, e.g. tho 
substitution of an English republic for a limited inonarehy, might decjil}' 
aifect tho loyalty of all the British colonies. Can any one ho ceitain that 
New Zealand or Canada would, at the bidding of the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom, transfer their loyalty from George to a Piesident chosen 
bj' tho electorate of the United Kingdom, and this even tliongh tho revolution 
were carried out with every legal formality including tho assent of the King 
himself, and even though the King were elected tho first Piesident of tho 
new Commonwealth ? Is it certain that a federated union of England, 
Ireland, Scotland, and Wales would command in our colonies the rcsjicet 
paid to tho present United Kingdom ? These cxucstions may well seem 
strange : they are not uniiinxirtant. The King is what the Imperial 
Parliament has never boon, tho typical representative of Imperial unity 
throughout every part of the Empire. 

® LoweU, Pvilic Opinion and Popular Government, part iii. chaps, xi.-xv., 
especially chaps, xii. and xiii. (best thing on the subject) ; Lowdl, Qoverti- 
ment of England,!. p.411 ; “The Referendum anditsCritics,” by A. V. Dicey, 
Quarterly Review, No. 423, April 1910 ; The Crisis of Liberalism, by J. A. 
Hobson ; Low, The Governance of England, Intro, p. xvii ; “ Ought tho 
Referendum to be introduced into England ? by A. V. Dicey, Contemporary 
Review, 1890, and National Review, 1894. 

* And a fortiori when passed under the Parliament Act, without the 
pe ' "nt of Hon" of t ord® 
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'^he referendum is sometimes described, and for general pur- 
poses well described, as “ tbe people’s veto.” This name is 
a good one ; it reminds us that the main use of the refer- 
endum is to prevent the passing of any important Act which 
does not command tile sanction of the electors. The expres- 
sion “ veto ” reminds us also that those who advocate the 
introduction of the referendum into England in fact demand 
that the electors, who are now admittedly the pohtical 
sovereign of England, should be allowed to play the part 
in legislation which was really played, and with popular 
approval, by e.g. Queen Elizabeth at a time when the 
IQng or Queen of England was not indeed the absolute sove- 
reign of the country, but was certainly the most important 
part of the sovereign power, namely Parhament.^ In this 
Introduction the referendum, or the people’s veto, is considered 
simply with reference to Bills passed by the Houses of Parha- 
ment but which have not received the royal assent. The 
subject is dealt with by no means exhaustively, but with a 
view in the first place to bring out the causes of the demand 
in England for the referendum ; and in the next place to con- 
sider carefully and examine in turn first by far the strongest 
argument against, and secondly the strongest argument in 
favour of introducing the referendum into the constitution of 
England. 

The causes . — During forty years faith in parliamentary 
government has suffered an extraordinary decline or, as some 
would say, a temporary echpse.® This change is visible in 
every civilised country. Depreciation of, or contempt for, 
representative legislatures clearly exists under the parlia- 

* The referendum, it should be noted, can bo applied to legislation 
for difierent purposes and in diilcrcnt ways. It may, for instance, be 
applied only to a Bill affecting fundamental changes in the constitution, 
e.g. to a Bill affecting the existence of the monarchy, or to any Bill which 
would in popular language be called a Beform Bill, and to such Bill after it 
has been passed by the two Houses. In this case the object of the referendum 
would bo to ensure that no Act of transcendent importance shall be passed 
without the undoubted assent of the electors. The referendum may again 
be applied, as it is applied in the Commonwealth of Australia, fpr prevent- 
ing “ deadlocks,” as they are called, arising from the fact of one House of 
Parliament having carried repeatedly, and the other having repeatedly 
rejected, a given Bill. 

® Compare Law and Opinion (2nd cd.), pp. 440-443. 
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mentary and republican government of France, under tJie 
federal and republican constitution of the Swiss Confederacy, 
or of the United States, under the essential militarism and 
the superficial parliamentarism of the German Empire, and 
even under the monarchical and historical constitutionalism 
of the British Empire. This condition, whether temporary 
or permanent, of public opinion greatly puzzles the now small, 
body of surviving constitutionalists old enough to remember 
the sentiment of the mid- Victorian era, mth its prevalent 
belief that to imitate the forms, or at any rate to adopt 
the spirit of the English constitution, was the best method 
whereby to confer upon the people of any civihsed country the 
combined blessings of order and of progress. To explain in 
any substantial degree the alteration in popular opinion it 
would be necessary to produce a treatise probably longer and 
certainly of inore profound thought than the book for which 
I am writing a new Introduction. Yet one or two facts may 
be noted which, though they do not solve the problem before 
us, do to some slight extent suggest the line in which its 
solution must be sought for. Parliamentary government 
may imder favourable circumstances go a great way towards 
securing such blessings as the prevalence of personal liberty 
and the free expression of opinion. But neither parlia- 
mentary government nor any form of constitution, either 
which has been invented or may be discovered, null ever of 
itself remove all or half the sufferings of human beings. 
Utopias lead to disappointment just because they are utopias. 
The very extension of constitutional government has itself 
led to the frustration of high hopes ; for constitutions have 
by force of imitation been set up in states rmsuited to popular 
government. What is even more important, parliamentary 
government has by its continued existence betrayed two 
defects hardly suspected by the Liberals or reformers of 
Europe, or at any rate of England, between 1832 and 1880. 
We now know for certain that while popular government may 
be under wise leadership a good machine for simply destroying 
existing evils, it may turn out a very poor instrument for the 
constraction of new institutions or the realisation of new 
ideals. We know fttrther that party government, which to 
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iuany ataoag thft waeAt of mrARm con:ititiition&Hsta appeals 
to be the esaence of En;xlAnd’s fat-famed constittEtioE, m- 
evxtably ^ves EJse to partkar^Mp, and ar. last produces a 
machiiie wHeh may weii lead ro jioliticai eomiptioa and may, 
when this evil is escapefL lead to the atran^-e bat aoknowledged 
result that a not unfairly elected le;i-.latare may misrepief- 
aeot the permanent will o£ the electots. Thi-s fact has made 
maeh impreasion on the political opinion, both of England 
and of the United States. The above cotLsiderations taken 
sts a whole afford some explanation of a demand for that 
referendum which, thoagh. it originatea in S'-vitzerland, 
flottrishes in reality, thoiigh. not in name, in almost every 
state of the American Comrnonwealtm 

The rfi/iin argiiinj-.fil against tiiA r-ge-rsnduin . — To almost all 
EngEshmea the chief oFjjection to the referendom is so obvious, 
and seem-s to many fair-minded men so conclusive, that it ought 
to be put forward in its full strength and to be carefully 
examined before the reader is called upon to consider the 
possible advantages of a great change in our constitution- 
This objection may be thus stated : 

Tn England the introduc-tion of the referendum means, it 
is urged, the transfer of poEtical power from knowledge to 
ignorance. Let us put this point in a concrete form. The 
670 memheta of the House of Commons together with, the 600 
and odd members of the House of Lords ^ contain a far greater 
proportion, of educated men endowed with, marked intellectual 
power and trained in the exercke of some high poEtical 
virtues than would generaEy be found among, say, 1270 
electors coEected merely by chance from an electorate of more 
than 8,000,000. The truth of this allegation, can hardly 
be dkputod ; the inference is dravm therefrom that to 
substitute the authority of the electorate for the authoritj' 
of the House of Commons and the House of Lords is to transfer 
the government of the country from the rule of intelligence 
to the rule of ignorance. This line of argument can be put in 
various shapes. It is, in whatever form it appears, the reason- 
ing on wnicbihe most capable censors of the referendum rely. 
Oddly enoo^ (though, the matter admits of explanation) 
^ Strictly, S3S member. See Whilaier’a Almanack, 1914, p. 124. 
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this line of reasoning is adopted at once by a thoughtful con- 
servative, such as Maine, and by revolutionists who wish to 
force upon England, through the use of authoritative legisla- 
tion, the ideals of socialism. Maine saw in the referendum 
a bat to all reasonable reforms. He impresses upon his readers 
that democracy is not in itself a progressive form of govern- 
ment, and expresses this view in words which deserve quota- _ 
tion and attention ; “ The delusion that democracy,” he 
uTites, “ when it has once had all things put under its feet, is 
“ a progressive form of government, lies deep in the con- 
“ victions of a particular political school ; but there can be 
“no delusion grosser, . . . All that has made England 
“ famous, and all that has made England wealthy, has been 
“the work of minorities, sometimes very small ones. It 
“ seems to me quite certain that, if for four centuries there 
“ had been a very widely extended franchise and a very large 
“ electoral body in this comitry, there would have been no 
*■ reformation of religion, no change of dynasty, no toleration 
“ of Dissent, not even an accurate Calendar. The tlureshing- 
'• machine, the power-loom, the spinning-jenny, and possibly 
“ the steam-engine, woxild have been prohibited. Even in 
“ our day, vaccination is in the utmost danger, and we may 
“ say generally that the gradual estabU-shment of the masses 
“ in power is of the blackest omen for all legislation founded 
“on scientific opinion, which requires tension of mind to 
“ understand it, and self-denial to submit to it.” ^ And he 
theuce practically infers that democracy as it now exists in 
England would, combmed with the referendum, be probably 
a death-blow to aU reasonable reform.^ To Maine, in short, 
the referendum is the last step in the development of democracy, 
and his censure of the referendum is part of a powerful attack 
by an intellectual conservative on democratic government 
which he distrusted and abhorred. Eow revolutionists who 
probably think themselves democrats have of recent years 
attacked the referendum on grounds which might have been 
suggested by Maine’s pages. The referendum, we are told by 
socialistic writers, will work steadily to the disadvantage of the 

* Maine^ Popular GooemmenJ, pp. 97-98. 

* See ibid. pp. 96-97. 
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Liberal Party.^ Would not, we are asked, the anti-reform- 
ing press exhaust itself in malignant falsehoods calculated to 
deceive the people ? Such suggestions and others of the same 
quality may be summed up in an argument which from a 
socialistic point of view has considerable force. The people, it 
is said, are too stupid to be entrusted with the referendum ; 
the questions on which the electors are nominally called upon 
to decide must never be put before them with such clearness 
that they may understand the true issues submitted to their 
arbitrament. The party machine, think our new democrats, 
may be made the instrument for foisting upon the people of 
England changes uhicli i evolutionary radicals or enthusiasts 
know to be reforms, but which the majority of the electorate, 
if they understood what rvas being done, might condemn as 
revolution or confiscation. The attacks of conservatives and 
the attacks of socialistic democrats to a certain extent balance 
one another, but they contain a common element of truth. 
The referendum is a mere veto. It may indeed often stand 
in the way of salutary reforms, but it may on the other hand 
delay or forbid innovations condemned by the weight both 
of the rmeducated and of the educated opinion of England. 
Thus it is, to say the least, highly probable that, if the demand 
of votes for women were submitted to the present electorate 
by means of a referendum, a negative answer would be re- 
turned, and an answer of such decision as to check for years 
the progress or success of the movement in favour of woman 
suffrage. It must, in short, be admitted that a veto on 
legislation, whether placed in the hands of the King, or in 
the hands of the House of Lords, or of the House of Commons, 
or of the 8,000,000 electors, would necessarily work sometimes 
well and sometimes ili. It might, for example, in England 
forbid the enforcement or extension of the vaccination laws ; 
it might forbid the grant of parliamentary votes to English- 
women ; it might have forbidden the passing of the Govern- 
ment of Ireland Act, 1914 ; it might certainly have forbidden 
the putting of any tax whatever on the importation of corn 
mto the United Kingdom. Now observe that if you take 

^ See Against the Seferendam and Quarterly Review, April 1910, No. 423, 
pp. 5ol, 552. 
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any person, whether an Englishman or Englishwoman, he" 
or she will probably hold that in some one or more of these 
instances the referendnm would have worked ill, and that 
in some one or more of these instances it would have 
worked well. All, therefore, that can be conclusively inferred , 
from the argument against the referendum is that the people’s 
veto, like any other veto, may sometimes he HI, and sometimes 
he well employed. Still it certainly would be urged by a fair- 
minded opponent of the referendum that there exists a 
presumption that the Houses of Parliament acting together 
vdll exhibit something more of legislative intelligence than 
would the mass of the electorate when returning their answer 
to a question put to them by the referendum. But a reason- 
able supporter of the referendum, Avhile admitting that such 
a presumption may exist, will however maintain that it is 
of very slight weight. The Parliament Act gives unlimited 
authority to a parliamentary or rather House of Commons 
majority. The wisdom or experience of the House of Lords 
is in matters of permanent legislation thereby deprived of all 
influence. A House of Commons majority acts more and 
more exclusively under the influence of party interests. It is 
more than possible that the referendum might, if introduced 
into England, increase the authority of voters not deeply 
pledged to the dogmas of any party. The referendum, as I 
have dealt with it, cannot, be it always borne in mind, enforce 
any law to which at any rate the House of Commons has not 
consented. It has the merits as also the weaknesses of a 
veto. Its strongest recommendation is that it maj"- keep in 
check the inordinate power now bestowed on the party 
machine. 

2’Ae main argvment in favour of the referendum . — ^The 
referendum is an institution which, if introduced into England, 
would be strong enough to curb the absolutism of a party 
possessed of a parliamentary majority. The referendum is 
also an institution which in England promises some con- 
siderable diminution in the most patent defects of party 
government. Consider first the strength of the referendum. 

It lies in the fact that the people’s veto is at once a demo- 
cratic institution, anJ, owing to its merely negative character, 
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'may be a strictly conservative institution. It is democratic, 
for it is in reality, as also on the face thereof, an appeal to 
the people. It is conservative since it ensures the maintenance 
of any law or institution wliich the majority of the electors 
effectively wish to preserve. Nor can any one who studies 
the present condition of English society seriously believe that, 
under any system whatever, an institution deliberately con- 
demned by the voice of the people can for a long time be 
kept in existence. The referendum is, in short, merely the 
clear recognition in its negative form of that sovereignty of 
the nation of which under a system of popular government 
every leading statesman admits the existence. But the 
mere consonairce of a given arrangement with some received 
doctrine, such as “ the sovereignty of the people,” must with 
a thoughtful man carry little weight, except in so far as this 
harmony udth prevalent ideas promises permanence to some 
suggested reform or beneficial institution. Let us then consider 
next the tendency of the referendum to lessen the evils of the 
party system. An elected legislature may well misrepresent the 
will of the nation. This is proved by the constant experience 
of Switzerland and of each of the States A\hich make up the 
American Commonwealth. This danger of misrepresenting 
the will of the nation may exist even in the case of an honest 
and a fairly-elected legislative body. This misrepresentation 
is hkely or even certain to arise uhere, as in England, a 
general election comes more and more to resemble the election 
of a given man or a given party to hold office for five 
years. Partisanship must, under such a system, have more 
weight than patriotism. The issues further to be deter- 
mined by the electors will year by year become, in the absence 
of the referendum, more complicated and confused. But 
in the world of politics confu.sion naturally begets intrigue, 
sometimes conaing near to fraud. Trust in elected legislative 
bodies is, as already noted, dying out under every form of 
popular government. The party machine is regarded with 
suspicion, and often with detestation, by public-spirited 
citizens of the United States. Coahtions, log-rolling, and 
parhamentary intrigue are in England diminishing the moral 
and political faith in the TTonse of Commons Some me^ns 
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must, many Englishmen believe, be found for the diminution 
of evils which are under a large electorate the natmal, if not 
the necessary, outcome of our party system. The obvious 
corrective is to confer upon the people a veto which may 
restrict the unbounded power of a parliamentary majority. 
No doubt the referendum must be used with vigilance and 
with sagacity. Perpetual watchfulness on the part of all, 
honest citizens is the unavoidable price to be paid for the 
maintenance of sound popular government. The referendum 
further will promote or tend to promote among the electors 
a land of intellectual honesty which, as our constitution now 
works, is being rapidly destroyed. For the referendum will 
make it possible to detach the question, whether a particular 
law, e.g. a law introducing some system of so-called tarifE 
reform, shall be passed, from the totally difierent question, 
whether Mr. A or Mr. B shall be elected for five years Prime 
Minister of England. Under the referendxun an elector may 
begin to find it possible to vote for or against a given law in 
accordance with his real view as to its merits or demerits, 
without being harassed through the knowledge that if he votes 
against a law which his conscience and his judgment condemns, 
he will also be voting that A, whom he deems the fittest man 
in England to be Prime Minister, shall cease to hold office, and 
that B, whom the elector happens to distrust, shall at once 
become Prime Mimster. And no doubt the referendum, if 
ever established in England, may have the eflect, which it 
already has in Switzerland, of making it possible that aminister 
or a Cabinet, supported on the wffiole by the electorate, shall 
retain office honestlyand openly, though some proposal made by 
the Prime Minister and his colleagues and assented to by both 
Houses of Parliament is, through the referendum, condemned 
by the electorate. These possible results are undoubtedly 
repulsive to men who see nothing to censure in our party 
system. But, as I have throughout insisted, the great 
recommendation of the referendum is that it tends to correct, 
or at lowest greatly to diminish, the worst and the most patent 
evils of party government. 

No effort has been made by me to exhaust the arguments 
against or in favour of the referendum. My aim in this Intro- 
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ductioii has been to place betore my readers the strongest 
argument against and also the strongest argument m favour 
of the introduction of the lefeiendmn mto the constitution of 
England. It is certain that no man, who is leally satisfied 
with the working of our party system, w ill ever look wnth favour 
on an institution which aims at correcting the vices of party 
government. It is probable, if not certain, that any one, who 
leahses the extent to which pailiamentary government itself 
IS losing credit from its too close connection with the increasing 
power of the party machme, will hold with myself that the 
referendum judiciously used may, at any rate in the case of 
England, by checking the omnipotence of partisanship, revive 
faith in that parhamentary government which has been the 
glory of English constitutional history. 


Conclusions 

(1) The sovereignty of Parhament is still the fundamental 
doctiine of English constitutionalists. But the authority 
of the House of Lords has been gravely diminished, whilst the 
authority of the House of Commons, or rather of the majority 
thereof during any one Parliament, has been immensely 
increased Now this increased portion of sovereignty can 
be eftectively exercised only by the Cabinet which holds in its 
hands the guidance of the party machine. And of the party 
which the parhamentary majority supports, the Premier has 
become at once the legal head and, if he is a man of ability, 
the real leader ^ This gradual development of the powder of 
the Cabinet and of the Pieimer is a change in the working of the 
Bnghsh constitution. It is due to at least tw o interconnected 
causes. The one is the advance towards democracy resulting 
from the establishment, 1867 to 1884, of Household Suffrage ; 
the other is the increasing ngidity of the party system. The 
result of a state of things which is not yet fully recognised inside 
or outside Parliament is that the Cabinet, under a leader who 
has fully studied and mastered the arts of modem parliament- 

1 Lowell, Qovemmeni of Rngland, chaps xxiv-xjcvii and especially 
fi7 ^*10 ®P*”*<”* Popular Covemment, part ii pp. 
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ary wariare, can defy, on niattcis of the highest impoitance, 
the possible or ceitani will of the nation. This giowth of the 
authoiity obtained by the men who can contiol the party 
maclune is the moie formidable if w'e adopt the view pio- 
pounded by the ablest of the ciitics of the Goveininent of 
England, and hold with Lowell that paity government has 
been for generations not the accident oi the coimption but, 
so to speak, the veiy foundation of oui constitutional system.^ 
The best way to measure the extent of a hardly recognised 
alteiation in the working of paihamentary government in 
England is to note the way in which a system nominally 
michanged worked in the days of Palmerston, i.e. from 1855 
to 1865, that is rather less than sixty years ago. He became 
Premier in 1855. He was in 1857 the most popular of 
Prime Ministers. After a contest with a coahtion of all 
his opponents, a dissolution of Paihament gave to the 
old parliamentary hand a laige and decisive majoiity. 
For once he lost his head He became foi the minute 
unpopular in the House of Commons. A ciy in which 
there w'as httle of real substance was raised agamst him 
amongst the electms. In 1858 he lesigned office; in 1859 
another dissolution restored to office the favourite of the 
people. He remained Pieimer with the support oi the vast 
majority of the electors till his death in 1865. These trans- 
actions were natuial enough m the Palmerstonian era ; they 
could hardly recur in 1914. Palmerston, as also Gladstone, 
did not hold power in virtue of the machine. The Paihament 
Act IS the last and greatest triumph of party government. 

(2) The incieasiug influence of the party system has in 
England, and still more throughout the British Empiie, 
singularly coincided with the growth of the moral influence 
exercisable by the Crown. From the accession of Victoria to 
the present day the moral force at the disposal of the Crown 
has increased. The plain truth is that the King of England 
has at the present day two sources of moral authority of which 
writers on the constitution hardly take enough account in 
regard to the futirre. The King, whoever he be, is the only 
man throughout the British Empire who stands outside, if not 
^ See note on preceding' pac^e 
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above, the party system. The King is, in lands outside the 
United Kingdom, the acknowledged, and indeed the sole, 
representative and centre of the Empire. ^ 

(3) The last quarter of the nineteenth and, still more clearly, 
the first f om’teen years of the twentieth century are, as already 
pointed out, marked by declining faith in that rule of law 
which in 1884 was one of the two leading principles of con- 
stitutional government as understood in England. 

(4) The various ideas for the improvement of the con- 
stitution which now occupy the minds of reformers or inno- 
vators are intended, at any rate, to provide against the 
unpopularity of legislation, but for the most part are hardly 
framed with the object of promoting the wisdom of legisla- 
tion. No doubt some of these schemes may indirectly 
increase the chance that injudicious legislation may receive a 
check. Proportional representation may sometimes secure 
a hearing in the House of Commoms for opinions which, though 
containing a good deal of truth, command little or compara- 
tively little popularity. The referendum, it is hoped, may 
diminish the admitted and increasing evil of our party system. 
Still, as I have insisted, the main object aimed at by the 
advocates of political change is for the most part to ensme 
that legislation shall be in conformity with popular opinion.^ 

The conclusions I have enumerated are certainly calculated 
to excite anxiety in the minds of sensible and patriotic English- 
men. Every citizen of public spirit is forced to put to himself 
this question ; What will he the outcome of the democratic 
constitutionalism now established and flourishing in England % 
He is bound to remember that pessimism is as likely to mislead 
a contemporary critic as optimism. He will find the nearest 
approach to the answer which his inquiry requires in a sermon 
or prophecy delivered in 1872 by a constitutionalist who even 
then perceived possibLlities and perils to which forty-two 
years ago our leading statesmen were for the most part blind, 
listen to the words of Walter Bagehot ; 

“ In the meantime,” wrote Walter Bagehot, “ our statesmen 
“ have the greatest opportunities they have had for many 
'■ years, and likewise the greatest duty. They have to guide 
^ See p. 1, ante “ See pp. lix-lxii. onie. 
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“ the new voters in the exercise of the franchise ; to guide 
" them quietly, and without sayiiag what they arc doing, but 
“ still to guide them. The leading statesmen in a free country 
“ have great momentary power. They settle the conversation 
“ of manldnd. It is they who, by a great speech or two, 
“ determine what shall be said and what shall be written for 
“ long after. They, in conjmiction wdth their counsellors, 
‘‘ settle the programme of their party — the ‘ platform,’ as 
‘‘ the Americans call it, on which they and those associated 
with them are to take their stand for the political campaign. 
“ It is by that programme, by a comparison of the programmes 
“ of different statesmen, that the world forms its judgment. 
“ The common ordinary mind is quite unfit to fix for itself 
what political question it shall attend to ; it is as much as 
“ it can do to judge decently of the questions which drift 
“ do^vn to it, and are brought before it ; it almost never 
*• settles its topics ; it can only decide upon the issues of these 
“ topics. And in settling what these questions shall be, 
“ statesmen have now especially a great responsibility if they 
" raise questions which will excite the lower orders of man- 
“ kind ; if they raise questions on which those orders are 
“ likely to be ivi-ong ; if they raise questions on Avhich the 
“ interest of those orders is not identical with, or is antagon- 
“ istic to, the whole interest of the State, they will have done 
“ the greatest harm they can do. The future of this country 
“ depends oji the happy Avorking of a delicate experiment, 
“ and they Avill have done all they could to vitiate that experi- 
“ ment. Just when it is desirable that ignorant men, new to 
“ politics, should have good issues, and only good issues, put 
“ before them, these statesmen u'ill haAm suggested bad issues. 
“ They aa’UI have suggested topics Avhich Avill bind the poor as 
“ a class together ; topics Avhich Avill excite them against the 
“rich; topics the discussion of which in the only foim in 
“ which that discussion reaches their ear Avill be to make them 
“ think that some new law can make them comfortable — ^that 
“ it is the present law which makes them rmcomfortable — 
“ that Government has at its disposal an inexhaustible fund 
“ out of which it can give to those who now want without also 
“ creating elsewhere other and greater wants. If the first 
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" work of tkc poor voter* is to try to create a ' poor man s 
jiatadiiie,’ as poor men ate apt to fancy tliat Paradise, and 
“ as thej" are a^ to think they can create it. the great poSitical 
“ trial now bejdnnifflg will sirnpEy fail. The wide gift of the 
“ elective franehise will l>e a great calamity to the whole 
uatiorj, and to those who gaia it as great a calamity as to 
*' any.” ^ 

This is the langrrage of a man. of gerdnSj who being dead yet 
speaketh. Whether the warning which bis vror'ls certainly 
contain was niineceBsary, or whether Lis implied prophecy 
of evil has not alieadc been nartially fulnlled or may not 
at wjrne not distant date oh^aiu more complete fnltilment, 
are inquiiies r-hich must be a:.s'.reied by the ca'jdoiir and the 
thoughtfdofiss of my reader-:. Tne complete reply must he 
left to tlie 'Tell-irdormed and mote or less impartial historian, 
who in Vdo^j or in 2'>fJ phail sum up the final outcome of 
democratic government Ui. England. Still it may be allowable 
to an. authoi '.vrlting in though more than half blinded, 
as must he every critic of the age ui which he lives, by the 
ignorance and the partialities of hia 0 ’.vn day, to lemeiLiber that 
the present has its teacliing no le-sS than the past or the future, 
ifaiiona! danger is the te-st of national greatness. War has 
its ]esoon.s which may be moie iiupuessive than the lessons, 
valuable si they always are, of peace. Tlie whole of a king- 
dom, or rather of an Einj>ire, uiiited for once in 'pirit, has 
entered with enthusiaam upjon an arduous conflict with a 
nation possesied of the largest and the most highly trained 
army which the modern world can produce. This is in itself 
a matter of grave sigiiificauce. England and the whole 
British Empire with her liave taken up the sword and thereby 
have risked the loss of wealth, of prosperity, and even of 
jxjlitical existence. And England, with the fervent consent 
of the people of every land subject to the rule of our King, has 
thus exchanged the prosperity of peace for the dangers and 
labours of war, not for the sake of acquiring new territory or 
of gaining additional military glory, for of these things she 
has enough and more than enough already, but for the sake 
of enforcing the plainest rules of international justice and 
Bagehot, Enuliah Coiuliliition (2nd ed.) pp. xvii-xix. 
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the plainest dictateb of common humanity. This is a matter 
of good omen for the happy development of popular govern- 
ment and for the progress, slow though it be, of mankind 
along the path of true fortitude and of real righteousness. 
These facts may rekindle among the youth of England as of 
Prance the sense that to be young is very heaven ; these facts 
may console old men whom political disillusion and disappoint- 
ment wliich they deem undesei ved may have tempted towards 
despair, and enable them to rejoice nith cahnness and gravity 
that they have Ihed long enough to see the day when the 
solemn call to the performance of a grave national duty has 
united every man and every class of our common country 
in the determination to defy the strength, the delusions, and 
the arrogance of a militansed nation, and at all costs to secure 
for the civilised world the triumph of freedom, of humanity, 
and of justice. 
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THE TRUE NATURE OP CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 

*' Great critics,” whites ^nrke in 1791. “ have taught us 
“ one essential rule. . . .It is this, that if ever we should 
“ find ourselves disposed not to admire those writers 
“ or artists, Livy and. Virgil for instance, Raphael or 
“ Michael Angelo, whom all the learned had admired, 
“ not to follow our own fancies, but to study them until 
“ we know how and what we ought to admire ; and if 
“ we cannot arrive at this combination of admiration 
“ with knowledge, rather to believe that we are dull, 
“ than that the rest of the world has been im])osed on. 
“ It is as good a rule, at least, with regard to this ad- 
“ mired constitution (of England). We ought to under- 
“ stand it according to our measure ; and to venerate 
“where we are not able presently to comprehend.” * 

“ No unbiassed observer,” writes Hallam in 1818 , 
“ who derives pleasure from the welfare of his species, 
“ can fiiil to consider the long and uninterruptedly in- 
“'creasing prosperity of England as the most beautiful 
‘‘phaenomenon in the history of mankind. Climates 
" more propitious may impart more largely the mere 
“ enjoyments of existence ; but in no other region have 
* Bui’be, IFbi/is, iii. (1872 e(l.\ p. 1 14. 
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“ the benefits that political institutions can confer been 
“ diffused over so extended a population ; nor have any 
“ people so well reconciled, the discordant elements of 
‘•'\yealtli, order, and liberty. These advantages are 
“ surely not owing to the soil of this island, nor to the 
“ latitude in which it is placed ; but to the spirit of its 
“ laws, from which, through various means, the char- 
“acteristic independence and industriousuess of our 
“ nation have been derived. The constitution, there- 
“ fore, of Eugland must be to inquisitive men of all 
“ comitfies, far more to ourselves, an object of superior 
“ interesit ; distinguished, especially, as it is from all 
“ free governments of powerful nations, which history 
“ has recorded, by its manifesting, after the lapse of 
“several centuries, not merely no symptom of irre- 
“ trievable decay, but a more expansive energy.” ^ 

These two quotations from authors of equal though 
of utterly different celebrity, recall with singular 
fidelity the spirit with which our grandfathers and 
our fathers looked upon the institutions of their 
country. The constitution was to them, in the quaint 
language of George the Third, “ the most perfect of 
human formations”;” it Avas to them not a mere 
polity to be compared Avith the government of any 
other state, but so to speak a sacred mystery of states- 
manship ; it “ had (as Ave have all heard from our youth 
up) not been made but had groAvn ” ; it was the fruit 
not of abstract theory but of that instinct which (it is 
supposed) has enabled Englishmen, and especially un- 

^ II.ilIain, Middle Ages (12th ed.), ii. p. 267. Nothing gives a more 
vivid idea of English sentiment with regard to the constitution towards 
tlie eml of the eighteenth century than the satirical picture of national 
pnde to be found in Goldsmith’s Citizen of the World, Letter IV. 

® See Stanhope, Life of Pitt, i. App. p. 10.” 
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civilised Englishmen, to buildup sound and lastinginsti- 
tutions, much as bees construct a honeycomb, without 
undergoing the degradation of understanding the prin- 
ciples on which they raise a fabric more subtlely wrought 
than any work of conscious art. The constitution was 
marked by more than one transcendent quality which in 
the eyes of our fathers raised it far above the imitations, 
counterfeits, or parodies, which have been set up during 
the last hundred years throughout the civilised world ; 
no precise date could be named as the day of its birth ; 
no definite body of persons could claim to be its creators, 
no one could point to the document which contained 
its clauses ; it was in short a thing by itself, which 
Englishmen and foreigners alike should “ venerate, 
where they are not able presently to comprehend.” 

The present generation must of necessity look on Modem 
the constitution in a spirit difierent from the senti- coustuu. 
ment either of 1 79 1 or of 1 81 8. We cannot share the 
religious enthusiasm of Burke, raised, as it was, to the 
temper of fanatical adoration by just hatred of those 
“ doctors of the modern scliool,” who, wlicn he wrote, 
were renewing the rule of barbarism in the form of the 
reign of terror ; wo cannot exactly echo the fervent 
self-complacency of Hallam, natural as it was to an 
Englishman who saw the institutions of England 
standing and flourishing, at a time when the attempts 
of foreign reformers to combine freedom with order 
had ended in ruin. At the present day students of 
the constitution wish neither to criticise, nor to vene- 
rate, but to understand ; and a professor whose duty 
it is to lecture on constitutionalTaw, must feel that he 
is called upon to perform the part neither of a critic 
nor of an apologist, nor of an eulogist, but simply of 
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an expoundpr ; liis duty is neither to attack nor 
to defend the constitution, but sinijdy to explain 
its laws. He must also feel that, however attractive 
be the mysteries of the constitution, he has good 
reason to envy professors who belong to countries, 
such as France, Belgium, or the United States, en- 
dowed with constitutions of which the terms are to be 
found ill printed documents, known to all citizens and 
accessible to every man who is able to read. What- 
ever mav be the advantages of a so-called “ unwritten ” 
constitution, its existence imposes special difficulties 
on teachers bound to expound its provisions. Any 
one will see that this is so wdio compares for a moment 
the position of writers, such as Kent or Story, who 
commented on the Constitution of America, Avith the 
situation of any person who undertakes to give instruc- 
tion ill the constitutional law of England. 

When these distinguished jurists delivered, in the 
form of lectures, commentaries upon the Constitution 
of the United States, they knew precisely what was 
the subject of their teaching and what was the proper 
mode of dealing with it The theme of their teaching 
Avas a definite a,ssigiiable part of the law of their 
country; it was recorded in a given document to 
which all the Avorld had access, namely, “ the Consti- 
tution of the United States established and ordained 
by the People of the United States.” The articles of 
this constitution fiill indeed far short of perfect logical 
amaugement, and lack absolute lucidity of expression •, 
but they contain, in a clear and intelligible form, 
the fundamental law of the Union. This law (be 
it noted) is made and can only be altered or repealed 
in a way different from the method by which other 
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enactments are made or altered ; it stands forth, 
therefore, as a separate subject for study ; it deals 
■with the legislature, the executive, and the judiciary, 
and, by its provisions for its own amendment, in- 
directly defines the body in which resides the legisla- 
tive sovereignty of the United States. Story and 
Kent therefore knew with precision the nature and 
limits of the department of law on which they in- 
tended to comment; they knew also what was the 
method required for the treatment of their topic. 
Their task as commentators on the constitution was 
in kind exactly similar to the task of commenting on 
any other branch of American jurisprudence. The 
American lawyer has to ascertain the meaning of the 
Articles of the Constitution in the same way in which 
he tries to elicit the meaning of anj^ other enactment. 
He must be guided by the rules of grammar, by his 
knowledge of the common law, by the light (occa- 
sionally) thrown on American legislation by American 
history, and by the conclusions to be deduced from a 
careful study of judicial decisions. The task, in short, 
which lay before the gi’eat American commentators 
Avas the explanation of a definite legal document in 
accordance with the received canons of legal interpre- 
tation. Their Avork, difficult as it might prove, was 
Avork of the kind to which lawyers are accustomed, 
and could be achieved by the use of ordinary legal 
methods. Story and Kent indeed Averc men of extra- 
ordinary capacity ; so, however, were our own Black- 
stone, and at least one of Blackstone’s editors. If, as 
is undoubtedly the ease, the American jurists have 
produced commentaries on the constitution of the 
United States utterly unlike, and, one must in truth 
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add, vastly superior to, any commentaries on the con- 
stitutional law of England, their success is partly due 
to the possession of advantages denied to the English 
commentator or lecturer. His position is entirely 
different from that of his American rivals. He may 
search the statute-book from beginning to end, but he 
will find no enactment which purports to contain the 
articles of the constitution ; he will not possess any 
test by which to discriminate laws which are constitu- 
tional or fundamental from ordinary enactments ; he 
will discover that the very term “ constitutional law,” 
which is not (unless my memory deceives me) ever 
employed by Blackstone, is of comparatively modern 
origin ; and in short, that before commenting on the 
law of the constitution he must make up his mind 
what is the nature and the extent of English constitu- 
tional law,' 

Ills natund, bis inevitable resource is to recur to 
writers of authority on the law, the history, or the 
practice of the constitution. lie will find (it must 
be admitted) no lack of distinguished guides ; he may 
avail himself of the works of lawyers such as Black- 
stone, of the investigations of historians such as 

O 

Hallam or Freeman, and of the speculations of philo- 
sophical theorists such as Bagehot or Hearn. From 
each class he may learn much, but for reasons which 

1 .See tins point brought out with great clearness by Monsieur 
Boutmy, Eludes de Dimt ConsMutionnU (2iid eil.), p. 8, English tians- 
l.xtion, p. 8. Monsieur Boutmy well points out that the sources of 
English constitutional law may be considered fourfold, namely — (1) 
Treaties or Qiiasi-Treaties, ije. the Acts of Union ; (2) The Common 
Law ; (3) Solemn Agreements (pacts), e.g. the Bill of Rights ; (4) 
Statutes. This mode of division is not exactly that which would he 
natiiially adopted by an English writer, but it calls attention to dis- 
tinctions often oveilooked between the different sources of English 
constitutioTi-l l"w 
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I am about to lay before you for consideration, be is 
liable to be led by eaeli class of authors somewhat 
astray in his attempt to ascertain the field of his 
labours and the mode of working it; he will find, 
unless he can obtain some clue to guide his steps, 
that the whole province of so-called “ constitutional . 
law" is a sort of maze in which the wanderer is 
perplexed by unreality, by antiquarianism, and by 
conventionalism. 

Let us turn first to the lawyers, and as in duty i. Law- 
bound to Blackstone. of 

Of constitutional law as such there is not a word 
to be found in his Commentaries. The matters which 
appear to belong to it are dealt with by him in the 
main under the head Rights of Persons. The Book 
which is thus entitled treats {inter alia) of the 
Parliament, of the King and his title, of master and 
servant, of husband and wife, of parent and child. 

The arrangement is curious and certainly does not 
bring into view the true scope or character of oonsti- 
tutional law. This, however, is a trifle. The Book 
contains much real learning about our system of 
government, Its true defect is the hopeless confusion 
both of language and of thought, introduced into the 
whole subject of constitutional law by Blackstone’s 
habit — common to all the lawyers of his time — of 
applying old and inapplicable terms to new institu- 
tions, and especially of ascribing in words-to a modern 
and constitutional King the whole, and perhaps more 
than the whole, of the powers actually possessed and 
exercised by William the Conqueror. 

“ We are next,” writes Blackstone, “ to consider 
“ those branches of the royal prerogative, which invest 
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“ thus our sovereign lord, thus all-perfect and immortal 
in liis kingly capacity, with a number of authorities 
“and powers; in tlie exertion whereof consists 
“ the executive part of government. This is wisely 
“ placed in a single hand by the British constitution, 
“for the sake of unanimity, strength, and dispatch. 
“ Were it placed in many hands, it would be subject 
“ to many wills : many wills, if disunited and drawing 
“ clifferenL wa)?s, create weakness in a government ; and 
“ to unite those several wills, and reduce them to one, is 
“ a work of more time and delay than the e-vigencies of 
“ state will afford. The King of England is, therefore,^ 
“ not only the chief, but properly the sole, magistrate 
“ of the nation ; all others acting by commission from, 
“ and in due subordination to him ; in like manner as, 
“ upon the great revolution of the Roman state, all the 
“ powers of the ancient magistracy of the common- 
“ wealth were concentrated in the new Emperor: so 
“that, as Gravina expresses it, in ejns unius persona 
“ veteris reijiuhlicae vis atqxie majestas per cumxdatas 
“ magist ratxmm potestates exp-mnehatur” ^ 

The language of this passage is impressive ; it 
stands curtailed but in substance unaltered in 
Stephen’s Commentaries. It has but one fault ; the 
statements it contains are the direct opposite of the 
truth. The executive of England is in fact placed 
in the hands of a committee called the Cabinet. If 
there be anyone person in whose single hand the 
power of the State is placed, that one person is not the 
King but the chairman of the committee, known as 
the Prime Minister. Nor can it be urged that 
Blackstone’s description of the royal authority was a 
' Blackstone, Commentaries, i.'p. 250. 
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true account of the powers of the King at the time Avhen 
Blackstone wrote. George the Third enjoyed far more 
real authority than has fallen to the share of any of 
his descendants. But it would be absurd to maintain 
that the language I have cited painted his true posi- 
tion. The terms used by the commentator were, when 
he used them, unreal, and known ^ to be so. They 
have become only a little more unreal during the cen- 
tury and more which has since elajised. “ The King,” 
he writes again, “ is considered in domestic affairs . . . 
“ as the fountain of justice, and general conservator 
“ of the peace of the kingdom. . . . He therefore 
“ has alone the right of erecting courts of judicature : 
“ for, though the constitution of the kingdom hath en- 
“ trusted him with the whole executive power of the 

1 The following passage from Paley’s Moral Philosophy, published 
in 1785, is full of iiistniotion. “In the British, and possibly in all 
“ other constitutions, there exists a wide diii'ereiice between the actual 
“ state of the government and the theory. The one results from the 
“ other ; but still they are dilferent. AVhen we contemplate the theory 
“ of the Britislr government, we see the King invested with the most 
“absolute personal impunity; w’ith a power of rejecting laws, which 
“ have been r-csulved upon by both Houses of Parliament ; of conferring 
“by his charter, upon any set or succession of men he pleases, the 
“ privilege of sending representatives into one House of Parliament, as by 
“his immediate appointment he can place whom he will in the other. 
“What is this, a foreigner might ask, but a more circuitous despotism i 
“ Yet, when we turn our attention from the legal existence to the actual 
“ exercise of royal authority in England, wo see these formidable pre- 
“ rogatives dwindled into mere ceremonies; and in their stead, a sure 
“ and conimauding influence, of which the constitution, it seems, is totally 
“ ignorant, growing out of that enormous patronage, which the increased 
“ extent and opulence of the Empire has placed iii'^lie disposal of the 
“executive magistrate.” — Paley, Moral Philosophy, Book vi. cap. vii. 
The wholechapter whence this passage is taken repays study. Paley sees 
far more clearly into the true nature of the then existing constitution 
than did Blackstone. It is further noticeable that in 1785 the power 
to create Parliamentary boroughs was still looked upon ns in theory an 
existing prerogative of the Crown. The power of the Crown was still 
large, and rested in fact hpon the possession of enormous patronage. 
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“ laws, it is impossible, as well as improper, that he 
“ should personally cany into execution this great and 
“ extensive trust : it is consequently necessary, that 
“ courts should be erected to assist him in executing this 
“power; and equally necessary, that if erected, they 
“ should be erected by his authority. And hence it is, 
“ that all jurisdictions of courts are either mediately 
“ or immediately derived from the Crown, their pro- 
“ ceedings run generally in the King’s name, they pass 
‘■’under his seal, and are executed by his officers.”^ 
j'Here we are in the midst of unrealities or fictions. 
/Neither the King nor the Executive has anything to 
' do with erecting courts of justice. We should rightly 
conclude that the whole Cabinet had gone mad if 
to-morrow’s Gazette contained an order in council not 
authorised by statute erecting a new Court of Appeal. 
It is worth while here to note what is the true injury 
to the study of law produced by the tendency of 
Blackstone, and other less famous constitutionalists, 
to adhere to unreal expressions. The evil is not 
merely or mainly that these expressions exaggerate 
the power of the Crown. For such conventional 
exaggeration a reader could make allowance, as easily 
as we do for ceremonious terras of respect or of social 
courtesy. The harm wrought is, that unreal language 
obscures or conceals the true extent of the powers, 
both of the King and of the Government. No one, 
indeed, but a child, fancies that the Kino^ sits 
crowned on his throne at Westminster, and in his 
own person administers justice to his subjects. But 
the idea entertained by many educated men that an 
English King or Queen reigns without taking any 

^ Blackstone, Commentaries, il p. 267. 
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part in the government of the country, is not less far 
from the truth than the notion that Edward VII. 
ever exercises judicial powers in what are called his 
Courts. The oddity of the thing is that to most 
Englishmen the extent of the authority actually 
exercised by the Crown — and the same remark applies 
(in a great measure) to the authority exercised by the 
Prime Minister, and other high officials — is a matter of 
conjecture. We have all learnt from Blackstone, and 
writers of the same class, to make such constant use 
of expressions which we know not to be strictly true 
to fact, that we cannot say for certain what is the 
exact relation between the facts of constitutional 
government and the more or less artificial phraseology 
under which they are concealed. Thus to say that 
the King appoints the illinistiy is untrue ; it is also, 
of course, untrue to say that he creates courts of 
justice ; but these two untrue statements each bear a 
very different relation to actual facts. Moreover, of 
the powers ascribed to the Crown, some arc in reality 
exercised by the Government, whilst others do not in 
truth belong either to the King or to the Ministry, The 
general result is that the true position of the Crown as 
also the true powers of the Government are concealed 
under the fictitious ascription to the sovereign of 
political omnipotence, and the reader of, say, the first 
Book of Blackstone, can hardly discern the facts of 
law with which it is filled under the unrealities of the 
language in which these facts find expression. 

Let us turn from the formalism of lawyers to the ii. Histo- 
truthfulness of our constitutional historians. 

Here a student or professor troubled about the 
nature of constitutional law finds hitu'^elf snrronndpd 
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"by a crowd of eminent instructors. He may avail 
himself of the impartiality of Hallam : he may dive 
into the exhaustless erudition of the Bishop of Oxford: 
he will discover infinite parliamentary experience in 
the pages of Sir Thomas hlay, and vigorous common 
sense, combined with polemical research, in Mr. Free- 
man’s Growth of the English Constitution. Let us 
take this book as an excellent type of historical con- 
stitutionalism. The Grotcih of the English Constitu- 
tion is known to every one. Of its recognised merits, 
of its clearness, of its accuracy, of its force, it were 
useless and impertinent to say much to students who 
know, or ought to know, every line of the book from 
beginning to end. One point, however, deserves 
especial notice. Mr. Freeman’s highest merit is his 
unrivalled faculty for bringing every matter under 
discussion to a clear issue. He challenges his readers 
to assent or deny. If you deny you must show good 
cause for your denial, and hence may learn fully as 
much from rational disagreement with our author as 
from unhesitating assent to his views. Take, then, 
the Growth of the English Constitution as a first-rate 
specimen of the mode in which an historian looks at 
the constitution. What is it that a lawyer, whose 
object is to acquire the knowledge of law, will learn 
from its pages ? A few citations from the ample and 
excellent head notes to the first two chapters of the 
work answer the inquiry. 

They run thus : — 

The Landesgemeinden of Uri and A'ppenzell; 
their hearing on English Constitutional History; 
political elements common to the whole Teutonic race ; 
monarchic, aristocratic, and democratic elements to 
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he found from the beginning; the three classes of men, 
the noble, the common freeman, and the slave ; uni- 
versal prevalence of slavery ; the Teutonic institutions 
common to the whole Aryan family; witness of 
Horner; description of the German Assemblies by 
Tacitus ; continuity of English institutions ; English 
nationcdity assumed ; Teutonic institutions brought 
into Britain by the English conquerors ; effects of the 
settlement on the conquerors; probable increase of 
slavei'y ; Earls and Chttrls; growth of the kingly 
power; nature of kingship; special sanctity of the 
King; immemoncd distinction between Kings and 
Ealdarmen, . . . Gradual growth of the English 
constitution; neiv laws seldom called for; importance 
of precedent; return to early principles in modern 
legislation; shrinking up of the ancient national 
Assemblies; constitution of the Witcnagemot; the 
Witenagemdt continued in the House of Lords; 
Gemdts after the Nonnan Conquest ; the King’s right 
of summons; Life Peerages; origin of the House of 
Commons; comparison of English and French 
national Assemblies ; of English, and French histoiry 
generally ; course of events influenced by partimdar 
men ; Simon of Montfort . . . Edward the First ; 
the constitution finally completed under him; nature 
of later changes; difference betiveen English atid 
continental legislatures. 

All this is interesting, erudite, full of historical 
importance, and thoroughly in its place in a book 
concerned solely with the “ growth ” of the constitu- 
tion ; but in regard to English law and the law of the 
constitution, the Landesgemeinden of Uri, the witness 
of Homer, the e°ldormen, the constitution of the 
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Witenagem6t, and a lot more of fascinating matter are 
mere antiquarianism. Let no one suppose that to say 
this is to deny the relation between history and Law. 
It were far better, as things now stand, to be charged 
with heresy, than to fall under the suspicion oi 
lacking historical-miudedness, or of questioning the 
universal validity of the historical method- What 
one may assei’t witliout incurring the risk of such 
crushing imputations is, that the kind of constitu- 
tional history which consists in researches into the 
antiquities of English institutions, has no direct 
bearing on the rules of constitutional law in the 
sense in which these rules can become the subject 
of legal comment. Let us eagerly learn all that is 
known, and still more eagerly all that is not known, 
about the Witenugemdt, But let us remember that 
antiquarianism is not law% and that the function of 
a trained lawyer is not to know what tlie law of 
England was yesterday, still less what it Avas centuries 
ago, or what it ought to be to-morrow, but to know 
and be able to state what are the principles of law 
which actually and at the present day exist in 
England. For this purpose it boots nothing to know 
tlie nature of the Landesgemeiuden of Uri, or to 
understand, if it be understandable, the constitution 
of the Witenagemdt. All this is for a lawyer’s 
purposes simple antiquarianism. It throws as much 
light on the constitution of the United States as 
upon the constitution of England ; that is, it throws 
from a legal point of view no light upon either the 
one or the other. 

The name of the United States serves well to 
remind us of the true relation between constitutional 
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historians and legal constitutionalists. They are each Contras 
concerned with the constitution, but from a different kgaiav 
aspect. An historian is primarily occupied with viewon 
ascertaining the steps by which a constitution has 
grown to be what it is. He is deeply, sometimes 
excessively, concerned with the question of “ origins.” 

He is but indirectly concerned in ascertaining what 
are the rules of the constitution in the year 1908. 

To a lawyer, on the other hand, the primary object 
of study is the law as it now stands; he is only 
secondarily occupied with ascertaining how it came 
into existence. This is absolutely clear if we com- 
pare the position of an American historian with the 
position of an American jurist. The historian of the 
American Union would not commence his researches 
at the year 1789 ; he would have a good deal to say 
about Colonial history and about the institutions of 
England; he might, for aught I know, find himself 
impelled to go back to the Witenagemdt ; he would, 
one may suspect, pause in his researches considerably 
short of Uri. A lawyer lecturing on the constitution 
of the United States would, on the other hand, neces- 
sarily start from the constitution itself. But he would 
soon see that the articles of the constitution required 
a knowledge of the Articles of Confederation ; that the 
opinions of Washington, of Hamilton, and generally of 
the “ Fathers,” as one sometimes hears them called in 
America, threw light on the meaning of various con- 
stitutional articles ; and further, that tbe meaning of 
the constitution could not be adequately understood 
by any one who did not take into account the situa- 
tion of the colonies before the separation from England 
and the rules of common law, as well as the general 
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conceptions of law and justice inlierited lay English 
colonists from their English forefathers. As it is with 
the American lawyer compared Avith the American 
historian, so it is with the English lawyer as compared 
with the English historian. Hence, even where lawyers 
are concerned, as they frequently must be, with the 
development of our institutions, arises a further dif- 
ference between the historical and the legal view of 
the constitution. Historians in their devotion to the 
earliest phases of ascertainable history are infected 
with a love Avhich, in the eyes of a lawyer, appears 
inordinate, for the germs of our institution.s, and seem 
to care little about their later developments. Mr. 
Freeman gives but one-third of his book to anything 
as modern as the days of the Stuarts. The period of 
now more than two centuries which has elapsed since 
what used to be called the “ Glorious Revolution,” filled 
as those two centuries are with change and with growth, 
seems hardly to have attracted the attention of a 
Avriter Avdiom lack, not of knowledge, but of will has 
alone preA^ented from .sketching out the annals of 
our modern constitution. A kiAvyer must look at 
the matter differently. It is from the later annals of 
England he derives most help in the .study of existing 
laAv. What Ave might haAm obtained from Dr. Stubbs 
had he not surrendered to the Ejiiscopate gifts which 
we hoped Avere dedicated to the University alone, is 
now left to conjecture. But, things being as they 
are, the historian who most nearly meets the wants of 
lawyers is Mr. Gardiner. The struggles of the seven- 
teenth century, the conflict between James and Coke, 
Bacon’s theory of the prerogative, Charles’s effort to 
substitute the personal will of Charles Stuart for the 
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'legal will of the King of Englaiicl, are all matters 
which touch not remotely upon tlie problems of actual 
law. A knowledge of these things guards us, at any 
rate, from the illusion, for illusion it must be termed, 
that modern constitutional freedom has been estab- 
lished by an astounding method of retrogressive pro- 
gress ; that every step towards civilisation has been 
a step backwards towards the simple wisdom of 
our uncultured ancestors. The assumption which 
underlies this view, namely, that there existed among 
our Saxon forefathers a more or less perfect polity, 
conceals the truth both of law and of history. To ask 
how a mass of legal subtleties “ would have looked 
“ . . . in the eyes of a man who had borne his part 
“in the elections of Eadward and of Harold, and 
“ who had raised his voice and clashed his arms in 
“ the great Assembly which restored Godwine to his 
“ lauds,” ^ is to put an inquiry which involves an unten- 
able assuraj)tioii ; it is like asking what a Cherokee 
Indian would have thought of the claim of George the 
Third to separate taxation from representation. In 
each case the question implies that the simplicity of a 
savage enables him to solve with fairness a problem of 
which he cannot understand the terms. Civilisation 
may rise above, but barbarism sinks below the level of 
legal fictions, and our respectable Saxon ancestors were, 
as compared, not with ourselves only, but with men so 
like ourselves as Coke and Hale, respectable barbarians. 
The supposition, moreover, that the cunning of lawyers 
has by the invention of legal fictions corrupted the 
fair simplicity of our original constitution, underrates 
the statesmanship of lawyers as much as it overrates 

^ See Freeman, GrowtJl of the English Constilvtwi (let ed.), p. 126. 
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the merits of early society. The fictions of the Courts 
have in the hands of lawyers such as Coke served 
the cau.se both of justice and of freedom, and served 
it when it could have been defended by no other 
weapons. For there are social conditions under 
which legal fictions or subtleties afford the sole means 
of establishing that rule of equal and settled law which 
is the true basis of Euwlish civili-sation. Nothing can 
be more pedantic, nothing more artificial, nothing 
more unhistorical, than the reasoning by which Coke 
induced or compelled James to forego the attempt 
to withdraw cases from the Courts fijr his Majesty’s 
personal determination.^ But no achievement of sound 
argument, or stroke of enlightened statesmanship, ever 
established a rule more essential to the very existence 
of the constitution than the principle enforced by the 
obstinacy and the fallacies of the great Chief-Justice, 
Oddly enough, the notion of an ideal constitution 
corrupted by the technicalities of lawyers is at bottom 
a delusion of the legal imagination. The idea of 
retrogressive progress is merely one form of the 
appeal to precedent. This ai^peal has made its 
appearance at every crisis in the history of England, 
and indeed no one has stated so forcibly as my friend 
Mr. Freeman himself the peculiarity of all English 
efibrts to extend the liberties of the country, namely, 
that these attempts at innovation have always assumed 
the form of an appeal to pre-existing rights. But 
the appeal to precedent is in the law courts merely 
a useful fiction by which judicial decision conceals its 
transformation into judicial legislation ; and a fiction 
is none the less a fiction because it has emerged from 

See 12 liep. 64 ; Hearn, Government of England C2n(i ed.), chap. iiL 
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the Courts into the field of politics or of history. 

Here, then, the astuteness of lawyers has imposed 
upon the simplicity of historians. Formalism and 
antiquarianism have, so to speak, joined hands ; they 
have united to mislead students in search for the law 
of the constitution. 

Let us turn now to the political theorists. 

No better types of such thinkers can be taken in. view 
than Bagchot and Professor Hearn. No author oftheorlsfa!^ 
modern times (it may be confidently asserted) has 
done so much to elucidate the intricate workings of 
English government as Bagehot. His English Con- ventionsof 

. . r- II ,> 1 • 1 ■ ■ ^ 

stitviion IS so full of brightness, originality, and wit, tion. 
that few students notice how’ full it is also of know- 
ledge, of wisdom, and of insight. Tlie slight touches, 
for example, by which Bagehot paints the reality of 
Cabinet government, are so amusing as to make a 
reader forget that Bagehot was the first author who 
explained in accordance with actual fact the time 
nature of the Cabinet and its real relation to the 
Crown and to Parliament. He is, in short, one of 
those rare teachers who have explained intricate 
matters ivitli such complete clearness, as to make 
the public forget that what is now so clear ever 
needed explanation. Professor Hearn may perhaps 
be counted an anticipator of Bagehot. In any case 
he too has approached English institutions from a 
new point of view, and has looked at them in a fresh 
light ; he would be universally recognised among us 
as one of the most distinguished and ingenious ex- 
ponents of the mysteries of the English constitution, 
had it not been for the fact that he made his fame 
as a professor, not m any of the seats of learning in 
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the United Kingdom, but in the University of 
Melbourne. From both these writers we expect to 
learn, and do learn much, but, as in the case of Mr. 
Freeman, though we learn much from our teacher 
which is of value, we do not learn precisely what as 
lawyers we are in search of. The truth is that both 
Bagehot and Professor Hearn deal and mean to deal 
mainly with political understandings or conventions 
and not with rules of law. Mhat is the precise moral 
influence which might be exerted by a wise constitu- 
tional monarch ; what are the circumstances under 
which a ^Minister is entitled to dissolve Parliament ■ 
whether the simultaneous creation of a large number 
of Peers for a special purpose is constitutionally 
justifiable ; what is the principle on which a Cabinet 
may allow of open questions; — these and the like 
are the kind of inquiries raised and solved by writers 
whom, as being occupied with the conventional under- 
standings of the constitution, we may term con- 
ventionalists. These inquiries are, many of them, 
great and weighty ; but they are not inquiries which 
will ever be debated in the law courts. If the 


Premier should advise the creation of five hundred 
Peers, the Chancery Division would not, we may be 
sure, grant an injunction to restrain their creation. 
If he should on a vote of censure decline to resign 
office, the King’s Bench Division would certainly 


not issue a quo warranto calling upon him to show 


cause why he continues to be Prime Minister. As a 


lawyer, I find these matters too high for me. Their 
practical solution must be left to the profound wdsdom 
of Members of Parliament ; their speculative solution 
belongs to me province of political' theorists. 
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One suggestion a mere legist may be allowed to And con- 
make, namely, that the authors who insist upon and view- docs 
explain the conventional cliaracter of the understand- 
ings which make up a great part of the constitution, 
leave unexplained the one matter which needs ex- enforced, 
planation. They give no satisfactory answer to the 
impiry how it happens that the understandings ,jpf 
politics are sometimes at least obeyed as rigorously 
as the commands of law.^ To refer to public opinion 
and to considerations of expediency is to offer but a 
very inadequate solution of a really curious problem. 

Public opinion approves and public expediency re- 
quires the observance of contracts, yet contracts are 
not always observed, and would (presumably) be 
broken more often than they are did not the law 
punish their breach, or compel their performance. 
Meanwhile it is certain that understandings are not 
laws, and that no system of conventionalism will ex- 
plain the whole nature of constitutional law, if indeed 
“ constitutional law ” be in strictness law at all. 

For at tliis point a doubt occurs to one’s mind is con- 
which must more than once have haunted students kw'^reany 
of the constitution. Is it possible that so-called 
“ constitutional law ” is in reality a cross between 
history and custom which does not properly deserve 
the name of law at all, and certainly does not belong 
to the province of a professor called upon to learn 
or to teach nothing but the true indubitable law 
of England ? Can it be that a dark saying of 
Tocqueville’s, “the English constitution has no real 
existence” {elle n’existe point^), contains the truth of 

^ See further on this point, Fart III. post. 

* TocquSville, CEuvres Compliles, i. 166, 167. 
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the whole matter ? In this case lawyers would gladly 
surrender a domain to which they can establish no 
valid title. The one hall of it should, as belonging 
to history, go over to our historical professors. The 
other half should, as belonging to eonventions whieh 
illustrate the growth of law, be transferred either to 
my friend the Corpus Professor of Jurisprudence, 
because it is his vocation to deal with the oddities or 
the outlying portions of legal science, or to my friend 
the Chichele Professor of International Law, because 
he beinjr a teacher of law which is not law, and 
being accustomed to expound those rules of public 
ethics which are miscalled international law, will find 
himself at home in expounding political ethics which, 
on the hypothesis under consideration, are miscalled 
constitutional law. 

Before, however, admitting tlie truth of the sup- 
position that “constitutional law” is in no sense law 
at all, it will be well to examine a little further into 
the precise meaning which we attach to the term con- 
stitutional law, and then consider how far it is a fit 
subject for legal exposition. 

- Constitutional law, as the term is used in England, 
appears to include all rules which directly or indirectly 
affect the distribution or the exercise of the sovereign 
power in the state.^ Hence it includes (among other 
things) all rules which define the members of the 

^ Compare Holland, Jurisprudmet (lOtli ed.), pp. 138, 139, and 359- 
363. “By the constitution of a country ie meant so much of its law as 
“ relates to the designation and form of the legislature ; the rights and 
“ functions of the several parts of the legislative body ; the construction, 
“office, and jurisdiction of courts of justice. The constitution is one 
“ principal division, section, or title of the code of public laws, dis- 
“ tingiiished from the rest only by the superior importance of the sub- 
‘ ject of which it treats.” — Paley, Moral Philosophy, Book vi. chap. viL 
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sovereign power, all rules which regulate the relation 
of such members to each other, or which determine 
the mode in which the sovereign power, or the mem- 
bers thereof, exercise their authority. Its rules pre- 
scribe the order of succession to the throne, regulate 
the prerogatives of the chief magistrate, determine . 
the form of the legislature and its mode of election. 

These rules also deal with Ministers, with their 
responsibility, with their spheres of action, define the 
territory over which the sovereignty of the state 
extends and settle who are to be deemed subjects or 
citizens. Observe the use of the word “ rules,” not 
“laws.” This employment of terms is intentional. 

Its object is to call attention to the fact that the 
rules which make up constitutional law, as the term ; ’ 
is usel in England, include two sets of principles or 
maxims of a totally distinct character. 

The one set of rules are in the strictest sense “ laws,” (!•). Riles 
since they are rules which (whether Avritten or un- tme laws 
written, whether enacted by statute or derived from the 
mass of custom, tradition, or judge-made maxims known 
as the Common Law) are enforced by the Courts ; these 
rules constitute “constitutional law” in the proper 
sense of that term, and may for the sake of distinction 
be called collectively “ the law of the constitution.” 

The other set of rules consist of conventions, under- (»■) Rui®* 
standings, habits, or practices which, though they may not laws — 
regulate the conduct of the several members of the ttonroftho 
sovereign power, of the Ministry, or of other officials, 
are not in reality laws at all since they are not enforced 
■ by the Courts. This portion of constitutional law may, 
for the sake of distinction, be termed the “ conven- 
tions of the constiCution,” or constitutional morality. 
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To pijt the same thing in a somewhat different 
shape, “ constitutional law,” as the expression is used 
in England, both by the public and by authoritative 
writers, consists of two elements. The one element, 
here called the “ law of the constitution,” is a body 
of undoubted law ; the other element, here .called 
the “conventions of the constitution,” consists of 
maxims or practices which, though they regulate 
the ordinary conduct of the Crown, of Ministers, and 
of other persons under the constitution, are not in 
strictness laws at all. The contrast between the law 
of the constitution and the conventions of the consti- 
tution may be most easily seen from examples. 

To the law of the constitution belong the following 
rules : — 

“The King can do no wrong.” This maxim, as 
now interpreted by the Courts, means, in the first 
place, that by no proceeding known to the law can 
the King be made personally responsible for any act 
done by him ; if (to give an absurd example) the 
King were himself to shoot the Premier through the 
head, no court in EnMaiid could take cognisance of 
the act. The maxim^^ns, in the second place, that 
no one can plead tHe orders of the Crown or indeed 
of any superior officer iih^cfencc of any act not other- 
Avise justifiable by law; this principle in both its 
applications is (be it noted) a' law and a law of the 
constitution, hut it is not a written law. “ There is 
no power in the Crown to dispew with the obligation 
to obey a law ; ” this negation or abolition of the dis- 
pensing power now depends upon the Bill of Rights ; 
it is a law of the Constitution and a written law. 
“ Borne person is legally responsible for every act 
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done by the Crown.” Tliis responsibility of Ministers 
appears in foreign countries as a formal part of the 
constitution ; in England it re.sults from the combined 
action of several legal jJi'ineiples, namely, first, the 
maxim that the King can do no wrong ; secondly, the 
refusal of the Courts to recognise any act as done by 
the Crown, which is not done in a particular form, a 
form in general involving the affixing of a particular 
seal by a Minister, or the counter-signature or 
something equivalent to the counter-signature of a 
Minister; thirdly, the principle that the Minister 
who affixes a particular seal, or countersigns his 
signature, is responsible for the act which he, so to 
speak, endorses ; ’ this again is part of the constitu- 
tion and a law, but it is not a written law. So again 
the right to personal liberty, the right of public 
meeting, and many other rights, are part of the law 
of the constitution, though most of these rights are 
consequences of the more general law or principle 
that no man can be punished except for direct 
breaches of law (i.e. crimes) proved in the way pro- 
vided by law (i.e. before the Courts of the realm). 

To the conventions of the constitution belong the 
following maxims : — 

“The King must assent to, or (as it is inaccurately 
expressed) cannot ‘ veto ’ “ any bill pa.ssed by the two 
Houses of Parliament ; ” — “ the House of Lords docs 
not originate any money bill; ” — “ when the House of 
Lords acts as a Court of Appeal, no peer who is not a 
law lord takes part in the decisions of the House ; ” — 

^ Compare Hearn, Government of England (2nd ed.), chap. iv. 

® As to the meaning of “reto,” see Hearn, Government of England 
(2nd ed.), pp. 61, 60, 61, 63, 548, and the article on tlie word Veto 
in the last edition of the <Encyclop(edin Wtannica, by Professor Orelli. 
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“Ministers resign office when they have ceased to 
command the confidence of the House of Commons ; ” 
— “a bill must be read a certain number of times 
before passing through the House of Commons.” 
These maxims are distinguished from each other by 
many differences ; ^ under a new or written constitu- 
tion some of them probably would and some of them 
would uot take the form of actual laws. Under the 
English constitution they have one point in common : 
they are none of them “laws” in the true sense of 
that word, for if any or all of them were broken, no 
court would take notice of their violation. 

^ Some of these maxims are never violatetl, and are universally 
admitted to he inviolable. Others, on the other hand, have nothing 
but a slight amount of custom in their favour, and are of disputable 
validity. The main distinction between dilferont classes of conven- 
tional rules may, it is conceived, be thus stated : Some of these rules 
could not be violated witliout bringing to a stop the course of orderly 
and pacific government ; others might be violated without any other 
consequence than that of exposing the Minister or other person by 
whom they were broken to blame or unpopularity. 

This dilference will at bottom be found to depend upon the degree 
of directness with which the violation of a given constitutional maxim 
brings the wrongdoer into conflict svith the law of the land. Thus a 
Ministry under whose advice P.irliameiit were not suiiinioued to meet 
for more than a year would, owing to the lapse of the Mutiny Act, 
etc., become through their agents engaged in a conflict with the Courts. 
The violation of .a convention of the constitution would in this case 
lead to revolutionary or reactionary violence. The rule, on the other 
hand, that a Bill must be read a given niimher of times before it is 
passed is, though a well-cstalilisbcd constitutional principle, a con- 
vention wliich iniglit be disregarded svilliout bringing the Government 
into conflict with tlie ordinary law. A Ministry who induced the 
House of Commons to pass an Act, eg. suspending the Habeas Corpus 
Act, after one re.ading, or who induced the House to alter their rules 
as to the number of times a Bill should be read, would in no way he 
exposed to a contest with the ordinary tribunals. Ministers who, after 
^ipplies were voted and the Mutiny Act passed, should prorogue the 
House and keep office for months after the Government had ceased to 
retain the confidence of the Commons, might or might not incur grave 
unpopularity, hut would not necessarily commit a breach of law. See 
further Part III. post 
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It is to be regretted that these maxims must be 
called “ conventional,” for the word suggests a notion 
of insignificance or unreality. This, however, is the 
last idea which any teacher would wish to convey to 
his hearers. Of constitutional conventions or prac- 
tices some are as important as any laws, though 
some may be trivial, as may also be the case with 
a genuine law. My object, however, is to contrast, 
not shams with realities, but the legal element with 
the conventional element of so-called “ constitutional 
law.” 

This distinction diflfers essentially, it should be Distinction 
noted, from the distinction between “ written law ” (or laws ana 
statute law) and “unwritten law” (or common law), timunot 
There are laws of the constitution, as, for example, the 
Bill of Eights, the Act of Settlement, the Habeas '^'1'';'®'* 
Corpus Acts, which are “ written law,” found in the '">■ 

i 1 1 ■ 1 1 VTitten 

statute-books — in other words, are statutory enact- law. 
ments. There are other most important laws of the 
constitution (several of which have already been men- 
tioned) which are “ unwritten ” laws, that is, not statu- 
tory enactments. Some further of the laws of the 
constitution, such, for example, as the law regulating 
the descent of the Crown, which were at one time 
unwritten or common law, have now become written 
or statute law. The conventions of the constitution, 
on the other hand, cannot be recorded in the statute- 
book, though they may be formally reduced to 
writing. Thus the whole of our parliamentary pro- ' 
cedure is nothing but a mass of conventional law; 
it is, however, recorded in written or printed rules. 

The distinction, in short, between written and un-"^ 
written law does not in any sense square with the 
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distinction between the law of the constitution (con- 
stitutional law properly so called) and the conven- 
tions of the constitution . This latter is the distinction 
on which we should fix our whole attention, for it is 
of vital importance, and elucidates the whole subject 
of constitutional law. It is further a difference which 
may exist in countries which have a written or statu- 
tory constitution.' In the United States the legal 
powers of the President, the Senate, the mode of 
electing tlie President, and the like, are, as far as the 
law is concerned, regulated wholly by the law of the 
constitution. But side by side with the law have 
grown up certain stringent conventional rules, which, 
though they would not be noticed by any court, 
have in practice nearly the force of law. No Presi- 
dent has ever been re-elected more than once : the 
popular approval of this conventional limit (of which 
the constitution knows nothing) on a President's 
re-eligibility proved a fatal bar to General Grant’s 
third candidature. Constitutional understandings 
have entirely changed the position of the Presiden- 
tial electors. They were by the founders of the con- 


1 The conventional element in the constitution of the United 
States is far larger than mo-t Englishmen suppose- See on this 
subject Wilson, Congressional Goiernmenl, awl Bryce (3rd ed.j, Ameriatn 
CortimonweoWi, chaps, xxxiv. and xxxv. It may be asserted vvitiiout 
much exaggeration that the conventional clement in the constitu- 
tion of the United States is now as large as in the English con- 
stitution. Under tlie American system, however, the line between 
“conventional rules” and “laws” is drawn with a precision hardly 
possible in England. 

Under the constitution of the existing French Bepublic, constitu- 
tional conventions or understandings exert a considerable amount o* 
influence. They considerably limit, for instance, the actual exercise 
of the large powers conferred by the letter of the constitution on 
the President. See Chardon, L’Administrition de la Trance — Les 
Fonetionnaires, pp. 79-105. 
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stitutioii intended to be wbat their name denotes, 
the persons who chose or selected the President ; the 
chief officer, in short, of the Republic was, according 
to the law, to be appointed under a system of double 
election. This intention has failed; the “electors” 
have become a mere means of voting for a particular 
candidate ; they are no more than so many ballots 
cast for the Republican or for the Democratic nominee. 
The understanding that an elector is not really to 
elect, has now become so firmly established, that for 
him to exercise his legal power of choice is considered 
a breach of political honour too gross to be committed 
by the most unscrupulous of politicians. Public 
difficulties, not to say dangers, might have been 
averted if, in the contest between Mr. Hayes and Mr. 
Tilden, a few Republican electors had felt themselves 
at liberty to vote for the Democratic candidate. Not 
a single man among them changed his side. The 
' power of an elector to elect is as completely abolished 
by constitutional understandings in America as is the 
royal riglit of dissent from bills passed by both 
Houses by the same force in England. Under a; 
written, therefore, as under an unwritten constitu- 
tion, we find in full existence the distinction 
between the law and the conventions of the con- 
stitution. 

Upon this difference I have insisted at possibly 
jedless length, because it lies at the very root of the 
"matter under discussion. Once grasp the ambiguity 
latent in the expression “constitutional law,” and 
>erything connected with the subject falls so com- 
.letely into its right place that a lawyer, called upon 
> teach or to study constitutional law as a branch of 
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the law of England, can hardly fail to see clearly the 
character and scope of his subject. 

With conventions or understandings he has no 
direct concern. They vary from generation to genera- 
tion, almost from 3^ear to year. Whether a Ministry 
defeated at the polling booths ought to retire on 
the day when the result of the election is known, or 
may more properly retain office until after a defeat in 
Parliament, is or may be a question of j)ractical im- 
portance. The opinions on this point which prevail 
to-day differ (it is said) from the opinions or under- 
standings which prevailed thirty years back, and are 
possibly different from the opinions or understandings 
which may prevail ten years hence. Weighty pre- 
cedents and high authority arc cited on either side of 
this knotty question ; the dicta or practice of Russell 
and Peel may be balanced off against the dicta or 
practice of Beaconsfield and Gladstone. The subject, 
however, is not one of law but of politics, and need 
trouble no lawyer or the class of any professor of 
law. If he is concerned Avith it at all, he is so only 
in so far as he may be called upon to show what 
is the connection (if any there be) between the 
coriA^entions of the constitution and the law of the 
constitution. 

This the true constitutional law is his only real 
concern. Plis proper function is to show what are the 
legal rules (t.e. rules recognised by the Courts) which 
are to be found in the several parts of the constitution. 
Of such rules or laws he will easily discover more than 
enough. The rules. determining the legal position of 
the Crown, the legal rights of the Crown’s Ministers, 
the constitution of the House of Lords, the constitu- 
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tion of the House of Commons, the laws which govern 
the established Church, the laws which determine the 
position of the non-established Churches, the laws 
which regulate the army, — ^these and a hundred other 
laws form part of the law of the constitution, and are 
as truly part of the law of the land as the articles of 
the Constitution of the United States form part of the 
law of the Union. 

' The duty, in short, of an English professor of law 
is to state what arc the laws which form part of the 
constitution, to arrange them in their order, to explain 
their meaning, and to exhibit where possible their 
''logical connection. He ought to expound the un- 
written or partly unwritten constitution of England, 
in the same manner in which Story and Kent have 
expounded the written law of the American constitu- 
tion. The task has its special perplexities, but the 
difficulties wliich beset the topic are the same in 
kind, though not in degree, as those which are to 
he found in every branch of the law of England. 
You are ctilled upon to deal partly with statute law, 
partly with judge-made law ; you are forced to rely 
on Parliamentary enactments and also on judicial 
decisions, on authoritative dicta, and in many cases 
on mere inferences drawn from judicial doctrines ; it 
is often difficult to discriminate between prevalent 
custom and acknowledged right This is true of the 
endeavour to expound the law of the constitution ; 
all this is tme also in a measure of any attempt to 
explain our law of contract, our law of torts, or our 
law of real property. 

Moreover, teachers of constitutional law enjoy at 
this moment one invaluable advantage. Their topic 
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has, of recent years,' become of immediate interest and 
I of pressing importance. These years have brought 
into the foreground new constitutional questions, and 
have afforded in many instances the answers thereto. 
The series of actions connected with the name of 
Mr. Bradlaugh ° has done as much to clear away the 
obscurity which envelops many parts of our public 
law as was done in the eighteenth century by the series 
of actions connected with the name of John Wilkes. 
The law of maintenance has been rediscovered; the 
law of blasphemy has received new elucidation. 
Everybody now knows the character of a penal action. 
It is now possible to define with precision the relation 
between the House of Commons and the Courts of 
the land ; the legal character and solemnity of an 
oath lias been made patent to all the world, or at 
any rate to all those persons who choose to read 
the Law Reports. Meaiiwliile circumstances with 
which Mr. Bradlaugh had no connection have forced 
upon public attention all the various problems con- 
nected wdth the right of public meeting. Is such a 
right known to the law ? What are the limits 
within which it may be exercised? What is the 
true deff'i mn of an “unlawful assembly”? How 
far may citizens lawfully assembled assert their right 
of meeting by the use of force ? AVhat are the limits 
within wdiich the English constitution recognises the 
right of self-defence ? These are questions sonae of 

^ This treatise was originally published in 1885. Since that date 
legal decisions and public discussion have thrown light upon several 
matters of constitutional law, such, for example, as the limits to the 
right of public meeting and the nature of martial law. 

2 Written 1885. See for Bradlaugh’s political career. Diet. Nat. 
Biog., Supplement, vol. i. p. 248. 
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which have been raised and all of which may any day 
be raised before the Courts. They are inquiries which 
touch the very root of our public law. To find the 
true reply to them is a matter of importance to every 
citizen. While these inquiries require an answer the 
study the law of the constitution must remain a 
matter of jjressing interest. The fact, however, that 
the provisions of this law are often embodied in cases 
which have gained notoriety and excite been feelings 
of political partisanship may foster a serious miscon- 
ception. Unintelligent students may infer that the. 
law of the constitution is to be gathered only from 
famous judgments which embalm the results of grand 
constitutional or political conflicts. This is not so. 
Scores of unnoticed cases, such as the Parlement 
Beige, ^ or Thomas v. The Queen, ^ touch upon or 
decide principles of constitutional law. Indeed every 
action against a constable or collector of revenue en- 
forces the greatest of all such principles, namely, that 
obedience to administrative orders is no defence to an 
action or prosecution for acts done in excess of legal 
authority. The true law of the constitution is in 
short to be gathered from the sources Avhence we 
collect the law of England in respect 0 any other 
topic, and forms as interesting and as distinct, though 
not as well explored, a field for legal study or legal 
exposition as any wdiich can be found. The subject 
is one which has not yet been fully mapped out. 
Teachers and pupils alike therefore suffer from the 
inconvenience as they enjoy the interest of exploring 

* 4 P. D. 129 ; 5 P. D. 197. Compare Walker v. Baird [1892], 
A. C. 491, 497. 

2 L. R., 10 Q. B. 31. ' 
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a province of law wliicli has not yet been entirely 
reduced to order.^ 

This ^ inconvenience has one great compensation. 
We are compelled to search for the guidance of first 
principles, and as we look for a clue through the 
mazes of a perplexed topic, three such guiding prin- 
ciples gradually become apparent. They are, first, 
the legislative sovereignty of Parliament ; ® secondly, 
the universal rule or supremacy throughout the con- 
stitution of ordinary law ; ® and thirdly (though here 
we tread on more doubtful and speculative ground), 
the dependence in the last resort of the conventions 
upon the law of the constitution.^ To examine, to' 
elucidate, to test these three principles, forms, at any 
rate (whatever be the result of the investigation), a 
suitable introduction to the study of the law of thei 
constitution. 

^ Since these words were written, Sir William Anson’s admirable 
Lava and Custom of the Conetitviion has gone far to provide a complete 
scheme of English constitutional law. 

* See Part I post. 

* See Part III. post. 


See Part II. post. 
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THE SOVEREIGNTY OF PARLIAMENT 




CHAPTEE I 

THE NATURE OP PARLIAMENTARY SOVEREIGNTY 

The sovereignty of Parliament is (from a legal point Chapter 
of view) the dominant characteristic of our political 
ins titu tions. 

My aim in this chapter is, in the first place, to Aim of 
explain the nature of Parliamentary sovereignty and 
tq show its p.vi stence is a legal fact, f ully recog- 
nised by the law of England) in the next place, to 
prove that none of the alleged legal limitations ofl 
the sovereignty of Parliament have any existence; 
and, lastly, to state and meet certain speculative 
difficulties which hinder the ready admission of the 
doctrine that Parliament is, under the British con- 
stitution, an absolutely sovereign legislature.f 

.A. Nature of ParUameviai'y Sovereigntyt — Par- Nature of 
iiament means, in the mouth of a lawyer^ (though the mratllry 
word has often a different sense in ordinary conversa- 
tion), t he King, the House of Lords, and the House 
of Commons) these three bodies acting together may 
be aptly described as the “ King in Parliament. ” and 
constitute Parliament.^ 

The principle of Parliamentary sovereignty means 

1 Coiif. Blaclfstone, Commcntarieii. i. p. 153. 
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iieij^er more nor less than this, namely, that Parlia- 
thus defined has, under the English constitu- 
f ion, th e right to m ake or immal^e any lay vhat ever ; 
i&nd, further, tliat no person or body is recognised by 
the law of England as having a right to override or 
set aside the legislation of Parliament.. 

A law may, for our present purpose, be defined as 
“ any rule ■which will be enforced by the Courts.” 

^ The principle then of Parliamentary sovereignty may, 
looked at from its positive side, be thus described : 
Any Act of Parliament, or any part of an Act of 
Parliament, which makes a ne'w law, or repeals or 
modifies an existing law. will be obeyed by the Courts. 

■ The same principle, looked at from its negative side, 
may be thus stated : There is no person or body of 
persons who can, under the English constitution, make 
rules which override or derogate from an Act of 
Parliament, or whicli (to express the same thing in 
other words) will be enforced by the Courts in con- 
travention of an Act of Parliament. Some apparent 
exceptions to this rule no doubt suggest themselves. 
But these apparent exceptions, as where, for example, 
the Judges of the Hi^h Court of Justice make rules 
of court repealing Parliamentary enactments, are re- 
solvable into cases in which Parliament cither directly 
or indirectly sol-i orJinate legislation. This 

is not the place for entering into any details as to the 
nature of judicial legislatioi^^ the matter is men- 
tioned here only in order to remove an obvious 
difficulty which might present itself to some students. 

* The reader who wishes for fuller information on the nature of 
judge-made law will find what he wants in Dicey’s Lavi and Public 
Opinion in England, App. Note iv. p. 481, and in Sir Frederick 
Pollock’s Essays in Jurisprudence and Ethics, p. 237. 
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It will be necessary in the course of these lectures to chapter 
say a good deal more about Parliamentary sovereignty, ^ 
but for the present the above rough description of its_ 
nature may suffice, The important thing is to make 
clear that t he doctnne of Parliamentary sovereign ty 
is, both on its positive and on its negative side, fully 
recognised by the law of England. 


I. TJnlimitpd ntitlnx-iuj nf PriT lunnp.nt ^ Unlimited 

— The classical passage on this subject is the following aiftimrity 
extract from Blackstone’s C ommenta ries : — lilment. 

“ The power and jurisdiction of Parliament, says 
“ Sir Edward Coke,^ is so transcendent and. absolute, 

“ that it cannot be confined, either for causes or per- 
“fions, within any bounds.,- And of this high court, he 
^^dds, it may be truly said, ‘ Si antiqnitatem spcctes, 
estvetustissima; si dignitatem, esthonoratissima; si 
i“jurisdictionem, est capacissima.’ It hath sovereign 
rl/^d Tinmntrnllabl e authority in the m.aking. confirm - ■ 

“ onin'-gin g , res tra ini n g, abrogating, repealing, re- 
“ viving. and expounding of laws, concerning matters ^ 

“ of all possible denomina tions, ecclesiastical or tem- 
l^'poral, civil, military, maritime, or criminal: this 
“ being the place where that absolute despotic power, 
which must in all governments reside somewhere, is 
i“ entrusted by the constitution of these kingdoms. All 
“mischiefs and grievances, operations and remedies, 

“ that transcend the ordinary course of the laws, are 
“ within the reach of this extraordinary tribunal. It 
or new-model the succession to the 


' can 


regulate 


' Crown ; as was done in the reign of Henry VIII. and 
' William III. It can alter the established religion 

1 Aiiri/i Imtilnte, ]>. 36. 
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Parti “of the land ; as was done in a variety of instances, 
“ in. the reigns of king Henry VIII. and Iris three 
“ children. It can change and create afresh even the 
“ constitution of the kingdom and of parliaments them- 
“ selves; as was done by the act of union, and the 
“ several statutes for triennial and septennial elections. 
“ It can, in short, do everything that is not naturally 
“impossible; and therefore some have not scrupled 
“to call its power, by a figure rather too bold, the 

1 “ omnipotence of Parliament. True it is, that what the 
“ Parliament doth, no authority upon earth can undo. 
“ So that it is a matter most essential to the liberties of 
“ this kingdom, that .such members be delegated to this 
“ importiint trust, as are most eminent for their probity, 
“their fortitude, and their knowledge; for it was a 
“ known apophthegm of the great lord treasurer Bur- 
“leigh, ‘th at England jSfluld n ever bp Alined hut- by 
“ a^Parliamen t ’ ; and, as Sir Matthew Hale observes, 
“ this being the highest and greatest court over which 

o o o 

“ none other can h.avc jurisdiction in the kingdom, if 
“ by any means a misgoverument should any way fall 
“ upon it, the subjects of this kingdom are left without 
“all manner of remedy. To the same purpose the 
“president Montesquieu, though I trust too hastily, 
“ presages ; that as Rome, Bparta, and Carthage have 
“ lost their liljcrty ami perished, so the constitution of 
“ England will in time lose its liberty, will perish : 
“ it will perish whenever the legislative power shall 
“ become more corrupt than the executive.” ^ 

^ Blackstone, Gmmentaries, i. pp. 160, 161. Compare as to 
sovereignty of Parliament, Be Bepubliea Anglorum ; A Diacoune on 
l/ie Commonwealth of England, by Sir Thomas Smith, edited hy L 
Alston, Book ii. chap, i. p. 148. The hook was originally published 
iu l.iiSa 
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De Lolme has summed up the m-'-tter iu a gro- chapter 
tesque expression which has become almost proverbial. 

is a fundamental principle with English lawyers, 

‘{that Parliament can do everything but make a 
‘ woman a man, and a man a woman.^” 

This supreme legislative authority of Parliament Historical 
is shown historically in a large number of instances, of Parim- 
Tlie descent of the Crown was varied aud finally fixed 
under the Act of Settlement, 12 & 13 AVilliam III., c. 2 ; 
the King occupies the throne under a Parliamentary 
title ; his claim to reigu depends upon and is the result 
of a statute. This is a proposition which, at the present 
day, no one is inclined cither to maintain or to dis- 
pute ; but a glance at the statute-book shows that 
not much more than two hundred years ago Parlia- 
ment had to insist strenuously upon the principle of 
its own lawful supremacy. The finst section of G 
Anne, c. 7, enacts [inter alia), “ That if any person or 
“ persons shall maliciously, advisedly, and directly by 
“writing or printing maintain and affirm that our 
“sovereign lady the Queen that now is, is not the 
“ lawful and rightful Queen of these realms, or that the 
“pretended Prince of "Wales, who now styles himself 
“ King of Great Britain, or King of England, by the 
“ name of James the Third, or King of Scotland, by the 
“ name of James the Eighth, hath any right or title to 
“ the Crown of these realms, or that any other person 
“ or persons hath or have any right or title to the same, 

“ otherwise than according to an Act of Parliament 
“ made in England in the first year of the reign of their 
“late Majesties King William and Queen Mary, of 
“ ever blessed and glorious memory, intituled. An Act 
“ declaring the rights and liberties of the subject, and 
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“ settling the succession of the Crown ; and one other 
“Act made in England in the twelfth year of the reign 
“of his said late Majesty King lYilli.im the Third, 
“intituled, An Act for the further limitation of the 
“ Crown, and better securing the rights and liberties of 
“ tlie subject ; and the Acts lately made in England 
“and Scotland mutually for the union of the two 
“ kingdoms ; or that the Kings or Queens of this realm, 
“ with and by the authority of Parliiimcnt, are not able 
“ to make laws and statutes of sufficient force and 
“ validity to limit and bind the Crown, and the descent, 
“ limitation, inheritanee, and government thereof ; 
“ every such peroon or persons shall be guilty of high 
“ treason, and being thereof lawfully convicted, shall be 
“ adjudged traitors, and shall sulYer pains of death, and 
“ all losses and forfeitures as in cases of high treason." ‘ 

The Acts of Union (to one of which Blackstoiie 
calls attention) afford a r(*markable example of the 
exertion of Parliamentary authority. But there is no 
sinolc .statute which is more sio-nificaut either as to 

O O 

the theory or as to the practical working of the 
constitution than the Septennial Act.^ The circum- 
stances of its enactment and the nature of the Act 
itself merit therefore special attention. 

In 171G the duration of Parliament was under an 
Act of 1694 limited to three years, and a general 
election could not be deferred beyond 1717. The 
King and the IMinistry were convinced (and with 
reason) that an appeal to the electors, many of whom 
were Jacobites, might be perilous not only to the 
Ministry but to the tranquillity of the state. The 

^ G Anne, c, 41 (otherwise 6 Anne, c. 7), see. 1. This enactment 
is still in force. ^ ’ Geor'e I. st. 2, e. 38. 



NA TURK OF PARLIAMENTARY SOVEREIGNTY 43 


Parliament then sitting, therefore, was inclLiccd by the Chapter 
Ministry to pass tlio Septennial Act by which the 
legal duration of Parliament was extended from three 
to seven years, and the powers of the then existing 
House of Commons were in effect prolonged for four 
years beyond the time for which the House was 
elected. This was a much stronger proceeding than 
passing say an Act which enabled future Parliaments 
to continue in existence without the necessity for a 
general election during seven instead of during three 
years. The statute was justified by considerations 
of statesmanship and expediency. This justification 
of the Septe nnial Act must seem to every sensible 
man so ample that it is with some surprise that one 
reads in writers so fair and judicious as Hallam or 
Lord Stanhope attempts to minimise the importance 
of this supreme display of legislative authority. 
“Nothing,” writes Hallam, “can be more extravagant 
“ than what is sometimes confidently pretended by 
“ the ignorant, that the legislature exceeded its rights 
“ by this enactment ; or, if that cannot legally be 
“ advanced, that it at least violated the trust of the 
“ people, and broke in upon the ancient constitution ; ” 
and this remark he bases on the ground that “ the 
“ law for triennial Parliaments was of little more than 
“ twenty years’ continuance. It was an experiment, 

“ which, as Avas argued, had proved unsuccessful ; it 
“was subject, like every other law, to be repealed 
“ entirely, or tjE^be modified at discretion.” ^ 

“We may/'says Lord Stanhope, “. . . cast aside 
“ the foolish idea that the Parliament overstepped its 
“ legitimate authority in prolonging its existence ; an 

^ Hallam, Constitutional Kistonj of Enqhmd, iii. (1872 cd.), p. 236. 
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“ idea which was indeed urged by party-spirit at the 
“ time, and which may still sometimes pass current in 
“ harangues to heated multitudes, but which has been 
“treated with utter contempt by the best constitu- 
“ tional writers.” ' 

These remarks miss the real point of the attack on 
the Septennial Act, and also conceal the constitutional 
importance of the statute. The thirty-one peers 
who protested against the Bill because (among other 
grounds) “it is agreed, that the House of Commons 
“must be chosen by the peoj^le, and when so chosen, 
“they are truly the representatives of the people, 
“ which they cannot be so properly said to be, when 
“ continued for a longer time than that for -which they 
“ were chosen ; for after that time they are chosen by 
“ the Parliament, and not the people, who are thereby 
“ deprived of the only remedy which they have against 
“ those, Avho cither do not understand, or through 
“ corruption, do wilfully betray the trust reposed in 
“ them ; which remedy is, to choose better men in their 
“ places,” “ hit exactly the theoretical objection to it. 
The peculiarity of the Act was not that it changed 
the legal duration of Parliament or repealed the 
Triennial Act ; ^ the mere passing of a Septennial Act 
in 1716 was not and would never have been thought 
to be anything more startling or open to graver cen- 
sure than the pas.sing of a Triennial Act in 1694. 
What was startling was that an existing Parliament 
of its own authority, prolonged its own legal existence. 
Nor can the argument used by Priestley,* and in effect 

* Lord Mahon, History of England, i. p. 302. 

- Thorold Rogers, Protests of the Lords, i. p. 218. 

® 6 Wm. & M. c. 2. 

* See Priestley, on Oovemmeni (1771), p. 20. 
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. by the protesting Peers, “ that Septennial Parliaments Chapter 

“ were at first a direct usurpation of the rights of the L- 

“ people ; for by the same authority that one Ptniia- 
“ ment prolonged their own power to seven years, they 
“might have continued it to twice seven, or like the 
“Parliament of 1641 have made it per petual.” be 
treated as a blunder grounded simply on the “ignorant 
assumption” that the Septennial Act prolonged the 
original duration of Parliament.^ The contention of 
Priestley and others was in substance that members 
elected to serve for three years were constitutionally 
so far at least the delegates or agents of their con- 
stituents that they could not, without an inroad on 
the constitution, extend their own authority beyond 
the period for which it was conferred upon them by 
their principals, f.e. the electors. There are countries, 
and notably the United States, where an Act like the 
Septennial Act would be held legally invalid; no 
modern English Parliament would for the sake of 
keeping a government or party in office venture to 
.pass say a Decennial Act and thus prolong its own 
( duration ; the contention therefore that AValpole and 
his followers in passing the Septennial Act violated 
the understandings of the constitution has on the 
face of it nothing absurd. Parliament made a legal 
though unprecedented use of its powers. To under- 
rate this exertion of authority is to deprive the 
Septennial Act of its true constitutiomd importance. 

I That Act proves to demonstration that in a legal point 
of view Parliament is neither the agent of the electors 
nor in any sense a trustee for its constituents. It is 
legally the sovereign legislative power in the state,, 

^ Hallani, Constituiioml History, iii. (1872 ed.), p. 236 (n.). 
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Part I. and the Septoiinial Act is at once the result and the 
standiijg proof of such Parliamentary sovereignty. 
Inter- Hitherto we have looked at Parliament as legally 

Parliament, onuiipotont ill regal'd to public rights. Let us now 
private consider the position of Parliament in regard to those 
rights. private rights which ai-c in civilised states justly held 
I specially secure or sacred. Coke (it should be noted) 
particularly choo.ses interference with private rights 
j as specimens of Parliamentary authority. 

I “ Yet some examples arc desired. Daughters and 
heirs apparent of a man or woman, may by Act of 
“ Parliament inherit during the life of the ancestor. 

It may adjudge an infant, or minor, of full age. 

I “To attaint a man of treason after his death. 

J “To naturalise a mere alien, and make him a 
r subject born. It may bastard a child that by law 
[“is legitimate, viz. begotten by an adulterer, the 
‘ husband being within the four seas. 


“ To legitimate one that is illegitimate, and born 
“ before marriage' absolutely. And to legitimate 
“secundum quid, but not simpliciter.” ^ 

Coke is judicious in his choice of instances. 
Interference with public rights is at bottom a less 
striking exhibition of absolute power than is the 
interference with the far more important rights of 
individuals : a ruler who might think nothing of 
overthrowing the constitution of his country, would 
in all probability hesitate a long time before he 
touched the property or interfered with the eontracts 
of private persons. Parliament, however, habitually 
interferes, for the public advantage, with private 
rights. Indeed such interference has now (greatly to 
^ Coke, Foarlh Institute j). 3C. 
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the benefit of the eoinmimity) l)ecome so mudi a Chapter 

matter of course as hardly to excite remark, and few ; 

persons reflect what a sign tliis interference is of the 
supremacy of Parliament The statute-book teems_ 

Vith Acts under which Parliament gives privileges or 
rights to particular persons or imposes particular 
' duties or liabilities upon other persons. This is of 
course the case with every railway Act, but no one 
will realise the full action, generally the very bene- 
ficial action of Parliamentary sovereignty, who docs 
not look through a volume or two of what are called 

r> 

Local and Private Acts. These Acts are just as 
much Acts of Parliament as any Statute of the Realm. 

They deal with every kind of topic, as with railways, 
harbours, docks, the settlement of private estates, and 
the like. To these you should add Acts such as those 
which declare valid marriages which, owing to some 
mistake of form or otherwise, have not been properly 
celebrated, and Acts, common enough at one time but 
now rarely passed, for the divorce of married persons. 

One further class of statutes deserve in this con- 
nection more notice than they have received — these 
are Acts of Indemnity. 

An Act of Indemnity is a statute, the object of Acts of 
which is to make legal transactions which when they 
took place were illegal, or to free individuals to whom 
the statute applies from liability for having broken 
the law; enactments of this kind w'ere annually 
passed with almost unbroken regularity for more than 
a century (1727-1828) to free Dissenters from penal- 
ties, for having accepted municipal offices without 
duly qualifying themselves by taking the sacrament 
according to the rites of the Church of Entyland. To 
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the subject of Acts of ludoraiiity, however, we shall 
reburn in a later chapter.* The point to be now 
noted is that such enactments being as it were the 
legalisation of illegality are the highest exertion and 
crowning proof of sovereign power. 

So far of the sovereignty of Parliament from its 
positive side : let us now look at the same doctrine 
from its negative aspect. 

absence of any competing legislative 
power . — The King, each House of Parliament, the 
Constituencies, and the Law Courts, either have at 
one time claimed, or might appear to claim, inde- 
pendent legislative power. It will be found, however, 
on examination that the claim can in none of these 
cases be made good. 

(i.) The King . — Legislative authority originally 
resided in the King in Council,* and even after the 
commencement of Parliamentary legislation there 
existed side by side with it a system of royal legis- 
lation under the form of Ordinances,” and (at a later 
period) of Proclamations. 

These had much the force of law, and in the year 
1539 the Act 31 Henry VIII., c. 8, formally empowered 
the Crown to legislate by means of proclamations. 
This statute is so sliort and so noteworthy that it may 
well be quoted in extenso. “ The King,” it runs, “ for 
“ the time being, with the advice of his Council, or the 
“ more part of them, may set forth proclamations under 

' See Chap. V. post. 

^ See Stubbs, GonslitsUicml History, i. pp. 126-128, and ii. pp. 

215 - 247 . rr 

® Stubbs, ibid. ii. chap. xv. 
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“ such penalties and pains as to him and them shall Chapter 
“seem necessary, which shall be observed as though 
“ they were made by Act of Parliament ; but this shall 
“ not be prejudicial to any person’s inheritance, offices, 

“ liberties, goods, chattels, or life ; and whosoever shall 
“ willingly offend any article contained in the said pro- 
“ clamations, shall pay such forfeitures, or be so long 
“imprisoned, as shall be expressed in the said pro- 
“ clamations; and if any offending will depart the 
“realm, to the intent he will not answer his said 
“ offence, ho shall be adjudged a traitor.” ^ 

This enactment marks the highest point of legal 
authority ever reached by the Crown, and, ‘probably 
because of its inconsistency with the whole tenor of 
English law, was repealed in the reign of Edward the 
Sixth. It is curious to notice how revolutionary 
would have been the results of the statute had it 
remained in force. It must have been followed by 
two consequences. An English king would have! 
become nearly as despotic as a French monarch. Thel 
statute would further have established a distinction 
between “ laws ” properly so called as being made by 
the legislature and “ ordinances ” having the force of 
law, though not in strictness laws as being rather 
decrees of the executive power than Acts of the legis- 
lature. This distinction exists in one form or another 
in most continental states, and is not without great 
practical utility. In foreign countries the legislature 
generally confines itself to laying down general prin- 
ciples of legislation, and leaves them with great 
advantage to the public to be supplemented by decrees 
or regulations which are the work of the executive. 

’ 34 Henry 'VIII., c. 8 . 



50 


THE SOVEREIGNTY OF PARLIAMENT 


P!i*tL The e^mber^(OInenesa and prolixity of English statute 
^ law' is due in no small measure to futile endeavours of 
Parliament to work out the details of large legislative 
changes. This evil has Ijecome so apparent that in 
modem times Acts of Parliament constantly contain 
provisions empowering the Privy Conncil, the judges, 
or some other body, to make rules under the Act for 
the determination of details which cannot be settled 
bv Parliament. But this is only an awkward miti- 
gation* of an acknowledged evil, and the substance no 
less than the form of the law would, it is probable, be 
a good deal improved if the e.veeutive government of 
England could, like that of France, by means of decrees, 
ordinances, or pjroelamations having the force of law, 
work out the detailed application of the general 
principles emhodied in the Act.s of the legislature.® 
In this, as in some other instanco-s, restrictions wisely 
placed by our forefathers on tiie growth of royal power, 
are at the present day the cause of unnecessary 
restraints on the action of the executive government. 
For the i-'.pcal of 31 Henry Till., c. 8, rendered 

^ A critic Iia.? ohject&I to the 'vtodI? ‘'ankwaiil initiation of an 
acknowledged evil ” on the ground that they condemn in England a 
BVitem which it exist! aWoad is referred to as being not without 
great practical utility. The exjwefsion objected to is, however, 
justifiable. Under the English system elaborate and detailed statutes 
are passed, and the power to make rules under the statute, t.Q. by 
order in cosmcil or otherwL% is intiwiiiccd only in owes where it 
is obvious that to cnilxsly the rules in tbe statute is either highly in- 
expedient or practically impossible. Under tlie foreign, and especially 
the French system, the form of laws, or in other words, of statutes, is 
permanently affected by the knowl^ge of l^slators and draftsmen 
that any law will be supplemented by decrees, English statutes 
attempt, and with very little success, to provide for the detailed execu- 
tion of the laws enacted therein. Foreign laws are, what every law 
ought to be, statements of general principles. 

* See Dugnit, Mmuel de Droit Public Francis — Droit Consfitu- 
lionnrl, ss. 140, 141. 
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governmental legislation, with all its defects and Chapter 

merits, impossible, and left to proclamations only 

such weight as they might possess at common law. 

The exact extent of this authority was indeed for 
some time doubtful. In 1610, however, a solemn 
opinion or protest of the judges^ established the 
modern doctrine that royal proclamations have in no 
sense the force of law ; they serve to call the attentimi 
. of the public to the law, but they cannot of themselves 
(impose upon any man any legal obligation or duty not 
i imposed by common law or by Act of Parliament. In 
1766 Lord Chatham attempted to prohibit by force of 
proclamation the exportation of wheat, and the Act of 
Indemnity (7 George 111., c. 7), passed in consequence 
of this attempt, may be considered the final legislative 
disposal of any claim on the part of the Crown to 
make law by force of proclamation. 

The main instances” where, in modem times, pro- 

^ See Coke, 12 Rejj. p. 74; and Gardiner, Hislory of Englaiid, ii. 
pp. 104, 105. 

^ In rare instances, wliicli arc survivals from the time when the 
King of England was tlie true "sovereign” in tiie technical sense of 
that tertii, the Crown exercises legi.'-lative functions in virtue of the 
prerogative. Thus tlie Crown can legislate, by proclamations or orders 
in council, for a newly conquered country (CavipMl v. Halt, Coup. 

204), and has claimed the right, though the validity thereof Is doubt- 
ful, to legislate for the Channel Islands by orders in council. In the 
Hatter of the Statee of Jersey, 9 iloore P. C., n. s. 184, 2G2. See 
Stephen, Commentaries (8lh eiL), i. pp. 100-102. " The Cliatuiel Islands 
indeed claim to liave conquered England, .and arc the sole fr.ngnients 
of the dukedom of Hormandy which still continue attached to the 
British Crown. Fur this reason, in these islands alone of all Britisli 
possessions does any doubt arise as to whether an Act of the imperial 
Parliament is of its own foree binding law. In piactice, when an Act 
is intended to apply to them, a section is inserted anlhorisiiig tlie King 
in Council to issue an Older for the application of the Act to these 
islands, and requiring the registration of that Order in the islands, and 
the Order in Council is made by the King and registered by the States 
accordingly.” Sir H. Jenkyns, British Bale and JuristUdion bnjond the 
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Tni L clamatious or orders in council are of any effect are 
cases cither -where, at common law, a proclamation is 
the regular mode, not of legislation, but of announcing 
the executive will of the King, as when Parliament is 
summoned by proclamation, or else where orders in 
council have authority given to them by Act of 
Parliament. 


Houses of 

Parlia- 
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(ii.) Resolutions of either House of Parliament . — 
/The House of Commons, at any rate, has from time to 
j time appeared to claim for resolutions of the House, 
something like legal authority. That this pretension 
licannot be supported is certain, but there exists some 
^difficulty in defining with precision the exact effect 
! which the Courts concede to a resolution of either 
House. 

Two points are, however, well established. 

First, The resolution of neither House is a law. 

This is the substantial result of the case of Stock- 
dale V. HansaixU The gist of the decision in that 
case is that a libellous document did not cease to be 
a libel because it was published by the order of the 
House of Commons, or because* the House subsequently 
resolved that the power of publishing the report which 
contained it, was an essential incident to the constitu- 
tional functions of Parliament. 

Secondly, Each House of Parliament has complete 


Stat, p. 37. But whatever doubt may arise in the Channel Islands, 
every English lawyer knows that any English court will hold that an 
Act of Failiament clearly intended to apply to the Channel Islands is 
in force there propria vigoro, whether registered by the States or not. 

As to the legislative power of the Crown in Colonies which are not 
self-governing, see further BritiA Rule and Jwiidiciion beyond the Seas, 
p. 95. 

t 9 A & V 1 
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control over its own proceedings, and also has the 
right to protect itself by committing for contempt any 
person^ who commits any injury against, or offers any 
affront to the House, and no Court of law will inquire 
into the mode in which either House exercises the 
pow ers whicii it by law possesses. 

The practical difficulty lies in the reconciliation of 
the first with the second of these propositions, and is 
best met by following out the analogy suggested by 
Mr. Justice Stephen , between a resolution of the 
House of Commons, and the decision of a Court from 
which there is no appeal. 

“I do not say,” runs his judgment, “that the 
“resolution of the House is the judgment of a Court 
" not subject to our revision ; but it has much in 
“common with such a judgment. The House of 
“ Commons is not a Court of Justice ; but the effect 
“ of its privilege to regulate its own internal concerns, 
“ practically invests it with a judicial character when 
“ it has to apply to particular cases the provisions of 
“ Acts of Parliament. We must presume that it dis- 
“ charges this function properly, and with due regard 
“ to the laws, in the making of which it has so great 
“ a share. If its determination is not in accordance 
“ with law, this resembles the case of an error by a 
“judge whose decision is not subject to appeal. There 
“ is nothing startling in the recognition of the fact 
“ that such an error is possible. If, for instance, a 
“jury in a criminal case give ai perverse verdict, the 
“ law has provided no remedy. The maxim that there 


Chapter 

I. 


^ See StocMale v. Hansard, 9 A. & E.1 ; Case of Sheriff of Middlesex, 
n A. & E. 273 ; Surdett v. AIM, 14 East, 1, 111, 131 ; Bradlaugh 
V. Oossett, 12 Q. B. D. 273. 





54 


THE SOVEREIGNTY OF PARLIAMENT 


Part I. 


Law os to 
ell'ect of 
resolutions 
of either 
House. 


“ is 110 wrong without a remutl}^ tloc.s not mean, as it 
“is sometimes supposed, that there is a legal remedy 
“ for every moral or political wrong. If this were its 
“ meaning, it would be manifestly untrue. There is 
“ no legal remedy for the breach of a solemn promise 
“not under seal, and made without consideration; 
“ nor for many kinds of verbal slander, though each 
“ may involve utter ruin ; nor for oppressive legisla- 
“tion, though it may reduce men practically to 
“shivery; nor for the worst damage to person and 
“ property inflicted by the most unjust and cruel war. 
“ The maxim means only that legal wrong and legal 
“remedy are correlative terms ; and it would he more 
“ intelligibly and correctly stated, if it were reversed, 
“so as to stand, ‘Where there i.s no legal remedy, 
“ there is no legal wrong.’ ” ^ 

The law therefore stands thus. Either House of 
Parliament has the fullest power over its own pro- 
ceedings, and can, like a Court, commit for contempt 
any person who, in the judgment of the House, is 
guilty of insult or affront to the House. The Casa cf 
tha Sheriff of Middlesex “ carries this right to the very 
farthest point. The Sheriff was imprisoned for con- 
tempt under a warrant issued by the Speaker. Every 
one know that the alleged contempt was nothing else 
than obedience by the Sheriff to the judgment of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench in the case of Stockdede v. 
Hansard, and that the Sheriff was imprisoned by the 
House because under such judgment he took the 
goods of the defendant Hansard in execution. Yet 
Avhen the Shenff' was brought by Habeas Corpus before 
the Queen’s Bench the Judges held that they could 

' Bradlaiujh v. Gossett, 12 Q. B. D. 271, 295. 2 11 A. & P 273. 
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not inquire what were the contempts for which the Chapter 

Sheriff was committed by the House. The Courts, in 

other words, do not claim' any right to protect their 
own officials from being imprisoned by the House of 
Commons for alleged contempt of the House, even 
though the so-called contempt is nothing else than an 
act of obedience to the Courts.^ A declaration or 
r esolution of either House, on the other hand, is not in 
any sense a law . Suppose that X were by order of 
the House of Conimoiis to assault A out of the House, 
irrespective of any act done in the House, and not 
under a warrant committing A for contempt; or 
suppose that X were to commit some offence by 
which ho incurred a fine under some Act of Parlia- 
ment, .and that such fine were recoverable by ./I as a 
common informer. No resolution of the House of 
Com mons ordering or approving of X’s act could be 
^ea^ed by A as a le gal dcfencA tn pi-ocp. cdings. cither 
civil or criminal, against him.' If proof of this were 
wanted it would be afforded by the Act 3 & 4 Viet, 
c. 9. The object of thi,s Act, passed in consequence of 
the controversy connected with the case of Stockdale 
V. Hansard, is to give summary protection to persons 
employed in the publication of Parliamentary papers, 
which are, it should be noted, papers published by the 
order of one or other of the Houses of Parliament. 

The necessity for such an Act is the clearest proof 
that an order of the House is not 01 itself a legal 
defence for the publication of matters which would 
otherwise be libellous. The House of Commons, “ by 
“ invoking the authority of the whole Legislature to 
“ give validity to the plea they had vainly set up 

^ Conf. Aitomev-Gmeml Bradlavgh, 14 Q. B. D. {C. A.), 667. 
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Parti, “in the action [of Stockdale v. Hansard], and by 
“not appealing against the judgment of the Court 
“of Queen’s Bench, had, in effect, admitted the 
“ correctness of that judgment and affirmed the grea t 
'• nrinciple on which it was founded, viz, that no singl e 
“ branch of the Legislatiu'C can, by any assertion of it s 
“ alle ged privileafes, alter, suspend, or supersede any 
“ known Jatvof the land, or bar the resort of any 
“ Englishman to any remedy, or his exercise and 
“enjoyment of anv right, by that law established.” ^ 


1 Anionld, Memoir of Lord Denman, ii. p. 10. Nothing is harder 
to define tlian the e.\teiit of the indefinite powers or lights possessed 
by either House of Parliament under the head of privilege or law, and 
custom of Parliament. Tlic powers exercised by the Houses, and 
especially in practice by the House of Commons, make !i near approach 
to an authority above that of the ordinary law of the land. Parlia- 
mentary privilege has from the nature of things never been the subject 
of precise legal definition. One or two points are worth notice as 
being clearly cstahli.shed. ■ 

1. Either House of Parliament may commit for contempt, and the 
Courts will not go behind the committal and inquire into the facts 
constituting the alleged contempt. Hence eilher House may commit 
to prison for contempt any pereon whom the House think guilty of 
contempt. 

2. The House of Lords have power to commit an offender to prison 
for a specified term, even beyond the duration of the session (May, 
Parliamentary Practice (lltli ed.), pp. 91, 02). But the House of 
Commons do not commit for a definite period, and prisoners committed 
by the House are, if not sooner dischar ged, released from their confine- 
ment on a prorogation. If they were held longer in custody they 
would be discharged by the Courts upon a writ of Habeas Corpus 
(May, Parliamenkirij Practice, chap, iii.). 

3. A libel upon either House of Parliament or upon a member 
thereof, in his character of a member, has been often treated as a 
contempt. {lUd.) 

4. The Houses and all the members thereof have all the privileges 
as to freedom of speech, etc., necessary for the performance of their 
■duties. (See generally May’s Parliamentary Practice, chap, iii.) 
Compare as to Parliamentary privilege Shafieshirfs Case, 6 St. Tr. 
1269 ; Flo^oer’s Case, 8 T. R. 314 ; Asliby v. White, 1 Sm. L. Gas. (9th 
ed.), 268 j Wilkes’s Case, 19 St Tr. 1153 ; Burdelt v. Colman, 14 East, 
163 ; Sex v. Oreevy, 1 M. & S. 273 ; ClarJce v. Bradlaucjh, 7 Q. B. D. 
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(iii.) TVie Vote of the Parliamentary Electors . — Chapter 
Expressions are constant ly used in the course of 
pol itical discussions wliicli imply that the l)oclv o t" 
persons entitled to choose members of Parliament 
assess under the English constitution some kind of 
l egislative authori ty.. Such language is, as we shall 
see, not without a real meaning;^ it points to the 
important consideration that the wishes of the con- 
stituencies influence the action of Parliament. But 
any expressions which attribute to Parliamentary 
electors a legal part in the process of law-making are 
quite inconsistent with the view taken by the law of 
the position of an elector. The sole legal right o f 
electors under the English constitution is to elect 
members of Parliament. Electors have no legal 
means of initiating, of sanctioning, or of repealing the 
legislation of Parliament. No Court will consider for 
a raoffent the argument that a laAv is invalid as being 
opposed to the opinion of the electorate; their opinion 
can he legally expressed through Parliament, and 
through Parliament alone. This is not a necessary 
incident of representative government. In Switzer- 
land no change cun be introduced in the constitution ® 
which has not been submitted for approval or dis- 
approval to all male citizens who have attained their ^ 
majority ; and even an ordinary law which does not 
involve a change in the constitution may, after it has 
been passed by the Federal Assembly, be submitted 
on the demand of a certain number of citizens to a 

38, 8. App. Cas. 354; The Attomeij- General v. Bradlaugh, 14 
Q. B. D. 6G7. 

1 See pp. 70-74, post. 

** Constitution FMerale de la Confederation Suisse, Arts. 118-121; 
see Adams, The Swiss Gonfedxratian, chap. vi. 
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popular vote, anti is annulled if a vote is not obtained 
in its favour,^ 

(iv.) The Laio Cmrls. — A large proportion of 
English law is in reality made by the judges, and 
Avhoever wishes to understand tlie nature and the 
extent of judicial legislation in England, should read 
Pollock’s admirable essay on the iScienee of 
Law? The topic is too wide a one to be considered 
at any length in the.se lectures. All that we need 
note is that the adhesion by our judges to pre- 
cedent, that is, their habit of deciding one case in 
accordance with the principle, or supposed princijde, 
which governed a former case, leads inevitably to the 
gradual formation by the Courts of fixed rules for 
decision, which are in effect laws. This judicial legis- 
lation might appear, at first sight, inconsistent with 
,^e supremacy of Parliament. But this i.s so. 
jEnglish judges do not claim or exercise any power to 
pepeal a Statute, whilst Acts of Parliament may over- 
ride and constantly do override the law of the judges, 
lludicial legislation is, in short, subordinate l egislatio n, 
'carried on with the assent and subject to the super- 
vision of Parliament. 

B. Alleged legal limitations on the legislative 
sovereignty of Parliament . — All that can be urged 
as to the specularive difiiculties of placing any limits 
whatever on sovereignty has beenvidmirably stated 
by Austin and by Professor Holland.* With these 

* CoimUuiim F4ieraU de la Con/dderatum SitUte, Art. 89, 

* Pollack, Etmjt in Jurttpntdtnee and Etkic$, p. 237, and see 
Dicey, Law and Opinion in England (2nd ed.^ pp. 361, 483. 

* See Anrtin, JuTupmdenee, i. (4tli ed.), pp. 270-274, and Holland, 
Juritpnidawe (lOth ed.), pp. 47-52 and 359-363. Tiie nature of 
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difficulties we have, at this moment, no concern. Nor 
is it necessary to examine whether it he or be not 
true, that there must necessarily be found in every 
state some person, or combination of persons, which, 
according to the constitution, whatever be its form, 
can legally change every law, and therefore consti- 
tutes the legally supreme power in the state. Our 
whole business is now* to carry a step further the 
proof that, under the English constitution. Parliament 
does constitute such a supreme legislative authority 
or sovereign power as, according to Austin and other 
jurists, must exist in every civilised state, and for 
that purpose to examine into the validity of the 
various suggestions, which have from time to time 
been made, as to the possible limitations on Parlia- 
mentary authority, and to show that none of them 
are countenanced by English law. 

The s uggeste djimitationsjre three in number.^ 

Itrst, Acts of Parliament, it has bpcn asspr^p d 
are invalid if they are opposed to the principles o f 
morality or to the doctrines of international law . 
Parliament, it is in effect asserted, cannot make a law 
opposed to the dictates of private or public morality. 
Thus Blackstone lays down in so many words that 

sovereignty is also sUitcd with brevity and clearness in Lewis, I'se 
and Abuse of Political Terms, jiji. 37-53. Comjiare, fur a different view, 
Bryce, Studies in History and Juris/irudence, ii., Essay ii., Obedience ; 
and Essay x., The Eature of Sovereignty. 

t Another limitation liaa been suggested more or less distinctly by 
judges such as Coke (12 Sep. 76 ; and Eeam, Goremment of England 
(2nd ed.), pp. 48, 49) ; an Act of Parliament cannot (it has been inti- 
mated) overrule the principles of the common law. This doctrine 
once had a real meaning (see Maine, Early HiMory of Institutions, 
pp. 381, 382), but it has never received systematic jndicial sanction 
and is now obsolete. See Colonial Laws YalidityAct, 1865, 28 & 29 
Viet c 63 * 
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Part! the “ law of uaturo being coeval with mankind, and 
“ dictated by God himself, is of course superior iu 
“ obligation to any other. It is binding over all the 
“ globe, in all countries, and at all times : no human 
“ laws are of any validity if contrary to this ; and such 
“ of them as are valid derive all their force and all 
“ their authority, mediately or immediately, from this 
“ original ; ” ‘ and expressions are sometimes used by 
modern judges which impl)'^ that the Courts might 
refuse to enforce statutes going beyond the proper 
limits (internationally speaking) of Parliamentary 
authority.^ But to words such as those of Black- 
stone, and to the ohiUr dicta of the Bench, wc must 
give a very qualified interpretation. There is no 
legal basis for the theory that judges, as exponents 
of morality, may overrule Acts of Parliament, La,n-' 
jgaage which might seem to imply this amounts in 
reality to nothing more than the assertion that the 
judges, when attempting to ascertain what is the 
meaning to be affixed to an Act of Parliament, will 
presume that Parliament did not intend to violate® 
the ordinary rules of morality, or the principles of 
international law, and will therefore, whenever pos- 
sible, give such an interpretation to a statutory 
enactment as may be consistent with the doctrines 
both of private and of international morality. A 
modern judge would never listen to a barrister who 
argued that an Act of Parliament was invalid because 

^ Blackstone, Gomnentariu, i. p. 40 ; and see Hearn, Gornnimi, 
of England (2nil ed.), pp. 48, 49. 

® See Ex jmrtt Slain, 12 Ch. D. (C. A,), 522, 53i; iudgment-of 
Cotton, L- J. 

^ See Golquhoun v. Brooks, 21 Q. B. D. (C. A.), 62 ; and compare 
the language of Lord Esher, pp. 57, 68, with the judgment of Fry, 
L. J., iUd. pp. 61, 62. 
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it was immoral, or because it went beyoufl the limits chapter 
of Parliamentary authorityi The plain trutli is that 
our tribunals uniformly act on the principle that a 
law alleged to be a bad law is eac hypoilmsi a law, and 
therefore entitled to obedience by the Courts. 

Secondly, Doctrinoa have at times ^ been main- pre. 
tained wh ich went very near to denying the nVlit pf ®' 
Parliament to touch the Prerogative. 

In the time of the Stuarts " the doctrine was main- 
tained, not only by the King, but by k\ryers and 
statesmen wdio, like Bacon, favoured the increase of 
royal authority, that the Crown possessed under the 
name of the “ prerogative ” a reserve, so to speak, of 
wide and indefinite rights and powers, and that this 
prerogative or residue of sovereign power was superior 
to the ordinary law of the laud. This doctrine com- 
bined with the deduction from it that the Crowm 
could suspend the operation of statutes, or at any rate 
grant dispensation from obedience to them, certainly 
suggested the notion that the high powers of the pre- 
rogative were to a certain extent beyond the reach 
of Parliamentary enactment. We need not, however, 
now enter into the political controversies of another 
age. All that need be noticed is that though certain 
powers — as, for example, the right of making treaties 
— are now left by law in tlie liautls ot tlie'Crown, and 
are exercised in fact*hy tfie executive government, no 
inodernTllvvyei' WOirkhnnaiUtiuTiThat th^sT powe'm or 
any other branctrof lUji al aulh uiil )i umild h ot he regu - 
lated or abolished by Act of Parliament, or, what is 

^ See Stubbs, GonstHutumal Mi^ory, iL pp. 239, 486, 513-515. 

* Gaidiner, History, iii. pp. 1-5 ; compare, as to Bacon’s view of 
tlie prerogative, Francis Baccfi, by Edwin A. Abbott, pp. 140, 260, 279. 
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the same thing, tliat the juflges miglit legally treat 
as invalid a statute, say, regulating the mode in which 
treaties arc to be made, or making the assent of 
the Houses of Parliament necessary to the validity 
of a treaty/ 

TIdrdli), Language has occasionally been used in 
Acts of Parliament which implies that one Parliament 
can make laws which cannot he touched by any sub- 
sequent Parliament,. and that therefore the legislative 
authority of an existing Parliament may be limited 
by the enactments of its predecessors." 

That Parliaments have more than once intended 
and endeavoured to pass Acts which should tie the 
hands of their successors is certain, but the endeavour 


1 Compare the parliamentary practice in accordance with which the 
consent or recommendation, of the Crown is required to the introduction 
of bills touching the prerogative or the interests of the Crown. 

2 This doctrine was known to be erroneous by Bacon. “!flie 
“ principal law that was m.ade this Parliiuueiit was a l.tw of a strange 
“nature, rather just tlian legal, and more magnanimous than protidenf. 
“This law did ordain, That no person tlmt did a.‘si5t in arms or 
“otherwise the King for the time being, slioiiM alter be impeached 
“therefor, or attainted either by the course of law or by Act of 
“ Parliament ; for if any such act of attaiiuk-r did hap to be made, it 
“ shoitlJ be void and of none effect. . . . But the force and obligation 
“of tliis law was in itself illusory, as to the latter part of it; (by a 
“precedent Act of Parli.atncnt to bind or frustrate a future). For a 
“supreme and absolute power cannot conclude itself, neither can that 
“ which is in nature revocable be made fixed ; no more than if a man 
“ should appoint or declare by his will tliat if be made any later will 
“it should be void. And for the case of tire Act of Parliament, there 
“ is a notable precedent of it in King Henry tire Eighth’.s time, who 
“doubting he might die in tire minority of Ids .son, provided an Act to 
“pass, That no statute made during the minority of a king should 
“ bind him or hie successors, except it were confirmed by the king 
“ trnder his great seal at his full age. But the first Act that passed in 
“ King Edward the Sixth’s time was an Act of repeal of that former 
‘‘ Act ; at which time nevertheless the King was minor. But things 
“ that do not hind may satisfy for the time.” Worlcs of Francit Bacon, 
vL, by Spedding, Ellis, and Heath (1861V pp. 159, 160. 
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Part L Article of that Act runs as follows : — “ That it be the 
“ fifth article of Union, that the Churches of England 
“ and Ireland as now by law established, be united into 
“one Protestant episcopal Church, to be called the 
“ United Church of England and Ireland ; and that 
“ the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government of 
“ the said United Church shall be and shall remain 
“in full force for ever, as the same are now by law 
“ established for the Church of England ; and that 
“ the continuance and preservation of the said United 
“ Church, as the established Church of England and 
“ Ireland, shall be deemed and be taken to be an 
“essential and fundamental part of the Union.” 

That the statesmen who drew and passed this 
Article meant to bind the action of future Parliaments 
is apparent from its language. That the attempt has 
failed of success is apparent to every one who knows 
the contents of the Irish Church Act, 18C9. 

Aotiiimt- One Act, indeed, of the Priti.sh Parliament might, 

«f history, claim a peculiar 
sanctity. It is certainly an enactment of which the 
/ terms, we may safely predict, will never be repealed 
and the spirit will never be violated. This Act is the 
Taxation of Colonies Act, 1778.^ It provides that Par- 
liament “will not impose any duty, tax, or assessment 
“ whatever, payable in any of his Majesty’s colonies, 
“ provinces, and plantations in North America or the 
“ West Indies; except only such duties as it may be 
“ expedient to impose for the regulation of commerce ; 
“ the net produce of such duties to be always paid and 
■ “ applied to and for the use of the colony, province, or 
“ plantation, in which the same shall be respectively 
1 18 Geo. III., .. 12. 
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“ levied, in such mauucv as other duties collected by Chapter 

“ the authority of the respective general courts, or L_ 

“general assemblies, of such colonies, provinces, or 
“plantations, arc ordinarily paid and applied.”^ 

This Language becomes the more impressive when 
contrasted with the American Colonies Act, 1776,® 
which, being passed in that year to repeal the Acts 
imposing the Stamp Duties, carefully avoids any 
surrender of Parliament’s right to tax the colonies. 

There is no need to dwell on the course of events of 
which these two Acts are a statutory record. The 
point calling for attention is that though policy and 
prudence condemn the repeal of the Taxation of 
Colonies Act, 1778, or the enactment of any law 
inconsistent with its spirit, there is under our con- 
stitution no legal difficulty in the way of repeal- 
ing or overriding this Act. If Parliament were to- 
morrow to impose a tax, say on New Zealand or on 
the Canadian Dominion, the statute imposing it would 
be a legally valid enactment. As stated in short by a 
very judicious writer — “ It is certain that a Parliament 
“ cannot so bind its successor’s by the terms of any 
“ statute, as to limit the discretion of a future Parlia- 
“ment, and thereby disable the Legislature from 
“ entire freedom of action at any future time when 
“ it might be needful to invoke the interposition of 
“ Parliament to legislate for the public welfare.” ® 

1 18 Geo. III., e. 12, e. 1. * 6 Geo. Ill, c. 12. 

® Todd, Parliamentary Government in the British Colonies, p. 192. 

It is a matter of curious, though not uninstructive, speculation to con- 
sider why it is tliat Parliament, though on several occasions passing 
Acts which were intended to he immutable, has never in reality 
succeeded in restricting its own legislative authority. 

This question may be considered either logically or historically. 

The logical reason why Parliament has failed in its endeavours to 
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Parti. Parliamentary sovereignty is therefore an un- 
doubted legal fact.. 

It is complete both on its positive and on its 

CELict unchange.ible enactments is tliat a sovereign power cannot, while 
I'etaiiiiiig its sovereign character, restrict its own powers by any 
particular enactment An Act, whatever its terms, passed by Parlia- 
ment might he repealed in a snhsequent, or indeed in the same, session, 
and there would be nothing to make the authority of the repealing 
Parliament less than the authority of the Piirlianient by which the 
statute, intended to he iminutahle, was enacted. “Limited Sovereignty,” 
in short, is in the case of a Parliamentary as of every other sovereign, 
a contradiction in terms. Its frequent and convenient use arises from 
its in reality signifying, and being by any one who uses words with 
any accuracy understood to signify, that some person, t.tj. a king, 
who was at one time a real sovereign or despot, and who is in name 
treated as an actual sovereign, has become only a part of the power 
whieh is legally supreme or sovereign in a particular state. Tliis, it 
may be added, is tlie true position of the king in most constitutional 
iponarchies. 

Let the reader, however, note that the impossibility of placing a 
limit on the exercise of sovereignty does not in any way prohibit 
either logically, or in matter of fact, the abdication of sovereignty. 
This is worth observation, because a strange dogma is sometimes put 
forward that a sovereign power, such as the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom, can never by its own act divest itself of sovereignty. Tliis 
position is, however, clearly untenable. An autocrat, such as the 
Kiissian Czar, can undoubtedly abdicate ; hut sovereignty or the 
possession of supreme power in a state, whether it he in the hands of 
a Czar or of a Parliament, is always one and the same quality. If 
the Czar can abdicate, so can a Parliament To argue or imply that 
because sovereignty is not limitable (which is true) it cannot be 
surrendered (which is palpably untrue) involves the confusion of two 
distinct ideas. It is like arguing that because no man can, while he 
lives, give up, do what he will, his freedom of volition, so no man 
can commit suicide. A sovereign power can divest itself of authority 
in two ways, and (it is submitted) in two ways only. It may 
simply put an end to its own existence. Parliament could extinguish 
itself by legally dissolving itself and leaving no means whereby a 
subsequent Parliament could be legally summoned. (See Bryce, 
American Oommonwealth, i. (3rd ed.), p. 242, note 1.) A step nearly 
approacliing to this was taken by the Barebones Parliament svhen, 
in 1653, it resigned its power into the hands of Cromwell. A 
sovereign ag.iin may transfer sovereign authority to another person or 
body of persons. The Parliament of England went very near doing 
this when, in 1539, the Crown was empowered to legislate by pro- 
clamation ; and though the fact is often "overlooked, the Parliaments 
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negative side. Parliament can legally legislate on Ctapte* 
any topic whatever which, in the judgment of Parlia- 

■both of England and of Scotland did, at tlie time of tlie Union, each 
transfer sovereign power to a new sovereign body, namely, the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain. This Parliament, however, just because it 
acquired the full authority of the two legislatures by ivhicli it was 
constituted, became in its turn a legally supreme or sovereign legis- 
lature, authorised therefore, though contrary perhaps to the intention 
of its creators, to modify or abrogate the Act of Union by which it 
was constituted. If indeed the Act of Union had left alive the Par- 
liaments of England and of Scotland, though for one purpose only, 
namely, to modify when necessary the Act of Union, and had con- 
ferred upon the Parliament of Great Britain authority to pass any law 
whatever which did not infringe upon or repeal the Act of Union, then 
the Act of Union would have been a fuiulamontal law unchangeable 
legally by the British Parliament ; but in this case the Parliament of 
Great Britain would have been, not a sovereign, but a subordinate, 
legislature, and the ultimate sovereign body, in the technical sense of 
that term, would have been the two Parliaments of England and of 
Scotland respectively. The statesmen of these two countries saw lit 
to constitute a new soretcign Parliament, and every attempt to tie 
the hands of such a body necessarily breaks down, on the logical and 
practical impossibility of combining absolute legislative authority with 
restrictions on that authority which, if valid, would make it cease to 
he absolute. 

The historical reason why Parliament has never succeeded in 
passing inunutahle laws, or iu other words, has always retained its 
character of a supreme legislature, lies deep in the history of tlie English 
people and in the peculiar development of the English constitution. 

England has, at any rate since the Norman Conquest, been always 
governed by an absolute legislator. This lawgiver was originally the 
Crown, and the peculiarity of the process by which the English con- 
stitution has been developed lies in the fact that the legislative authority 
of the Crown has never been curtailed, but has been transferred from 
the Crown acting alone (or rather in Council) to the Crown acting 
first together with, and then in subordination to, the Houses of Par- 
liament. Hence Parliament, or in technical terms the King in 
Parliament, lias become — it would perhaps be better to say lias always 
remained — a supreme legislature. It is well worth notice that on the 
one occasion when English reformers broke from the regular course of 
English historical development, they framed a written constitution, 
anticipating in many respects the constitutionalism of the United 
States, and placed the constitution beyond the control of the ordinary 
legislature. It is quite clear that, under the Instrument of Govern- 
ment of 1^653, Cromwell intended certain fundamentals to be beyond 
the reach of Parliament. 7t may he worth observing that the con- 
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is n, fit subject for legislation .^'^ There is no 
power which, uiifler the Euglish constitution, can 
come into rivalry with the legislative sovereignty of 
Parliament. 

No one of the limitations alleged to be imposed by 
law on the absolute authority of Parliament has any 
real existence, or receives any countenance, either 
from the statute-book or from the practice of the 
Courts. 

This doctrine of the legislative supremacy of Par- 
liament is the very keystone of the law of the consti- 
tution. But it is, we must admit, a dogma Avhich 
does not always find ready acceptance, and it is well 
worth Avhile to note and examine the difficulties 
Avhicb impede the admission of its truth. 

C. Difficulties as to the doctrine of Parliamentai'y 
Sovereignty . — The reasons why many persons find 
it.,J[aard to accept the doctrine of Parliamentary 
sovereignty are twofold.* 

The dogma sounds like a mere application to the 
British constitution of Austin’s theory of sovereignty, 
and yet intelligent students of Austin must have 
noticed that Austin’s own conclusion as to the 
persons invested with sovereign power under the 
British constitution does not agree with the view 
put forward, on the authority of English lawyers, in 

Btitiition of 1653 placed the Executive beyond the control of the 
legislature. The Protector under it occupied a position which may 
well he compared either with that of the American President or of 
the German Emperor. See Harrison, Cromiuell, pp. 194-203. For a 
view of sovereignty which, though differing to a certain extent from 
the view put forward in this work, is full of interest and instruction, 
my readers are referred to Professor Sidgvrick’s Elements of Politics, 
ch. xxxi. “ Sovereignty and Order." 
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these lectures. For while lawyers maintain that Chapter 
sovereignty resides in “ Parliament,” i.e. in the body 
constituted by the King, the House of Lords, --mid 
the House of Commons, Austin holds* that the 
sovereign power is vested in the King, the House of 
Lords, and the Commons or the electors. 

Every one, again, knorvs as a matter of common Difficulty 
sense that, whatever lawyers may say, the sovereign HmUatiorr' 
power of Parliament is not unlimited, and that King, 

Lords, and Commons united do not possess anything 
like that "“restricted omnipotence” — if the term 
may be excused — which is the utmost authority 
ascribable to any human institution. There ar e 
m any enactments, and these laws not in themselve s 
obviously unwise or tyrannical, which Parliamimit 
never would and (to speak plainly) never could pass. 

If the doctrine of Parliamentary sovereignty involves 
the attribution of unrestricted power to Parliamen t, 
the dogma is n o hpttnr than a legal fiction, and cer - 
toinlv is not worth the stress here laid upon it. 

Both these difficulties are real and reasonable 
difficulties. They are, it will be found, to a certain 
extent connected together, and well repay careful 
consideration. 

As to Austin’s theory of sovereignty in relation Criticism _ 
to the British constitution. — Sovereignty, like many theory. ” * 
of Austin’s conceptions, is a generalisation drawn in 
the main from English law, just as the ideas of the 
economists of Austin’s generation are (to a great 
extent) generalisations suggested by the circum- 

1 See Austin, Jumpnidence, i. (4th ed.), pp. 251-255. Compare 
Austin’s language as to the sovereign body under the constitution of 
the United States. (Austin? i. (4th ed.), p. 268.) 
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Part I. stances of English commerce. In England we are 
accustomed to the existence of a supreme legislative 
body, i.a. a body which can make or unmake every 
law ; and which, therefore, cannot be bound by any 
law. This is, from a legal point of view, the true 
conception of a sovereign, and the ease with which 
the theory of absolute sovereignty has been accepted 
by English jurists is due to the peculiar history of 
English constitutional law. So far, therefore, from 
its being 'true that the sovereignty of Parliament is 
a, deduction from abstract theories of jurisprudence, 
a critic would come nearer the truth who asserted 
that Austin’s theory of sovereignty is suggested 
by the position of the English Parliament, just as 
Austin’s analysis of the term “ law ” is at bottom an 
analysis of a typical law, namely, an English criminal 
. statute. 

It should, however, be carefully noted that the 
term “sovereignty,” as long as it is accurately em- 
ployed in the sense in which Austin sometimes ' uses 
it, is a merely legal conception, and means simply the 
power of law-making unrestricted by any legal limit. 
If the term “sovereignty” be thus used, the sove- 
reign power under the English constitution is clearly 
“ Parliament.” But the word “ sovereignty ” is some- 
times employed in a political rather than in a strictly 
legal sense. That body is “politically” sovereign 
or supreme in a state the will of which is ultimately 
obeyed by the citizens of the state. In this sense of 
the word the electors of Great Britain may be said 
to be, together with the Crown and the Lords, or 
perhaps, in strict accuracy, independently of the King 

^ Compare Austin, Jttrisjjnirfwici., i. (4th eJ.i, p. 268. 
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and the Peers, the body in which sovereign power is 
vested. For, as things now stand, the will of the 
electorate, and certainly of the electorate in com- 
bination with the Lords and the Crown, is sure 
ultimately to prevail on all subjects to be detcmiined 
by the British government. The matter indeed may 
be carried a little further, and we may assert that 
the arrangements of the constitution arc now such 
as to ensure that the will of the electors .shall liy- 
r egular and constitutional means always in the end 
^s ert it^f as the predominant influence in the 
country . But this is a political, not a legal fact. 
The electors can in the long run* always enforce their 
will. But the Courts will take no notice of the will 

1 The working of a constitution is gi'eatly affeeted liy the rate at 
which the will of the political sovereign can make itself felt. In this 
matter we may compare the constitutions of the United States, of 
the Swiss Confederacy, and of the United Kingdom respectively. 
In each case the people of the country, or to speak more accurately 
the electorate, are politically sovereign. The action of the people of 
the United States in changing the Federal Constitution is impeded by 
many difficulties, and is practically slowj the Federal Constitution 
has, except after the civil war, not been materially changed during the 
century which has elapsed since its formation. The Articles of the 
Swiss Confederation admit of more easy change than the Ai tides of the 
United States Constitution, and since 1848 have undergone consider- 
ahle modification. But though in one point of view' the present con- 
stitution, revised in 1874, may be considered a new constitution, it 
does not difl’er fniKlainentally from that of 1848. As things now 
'stand, the people of England can change any part of the law of the 
constitution with extreme rapidity. Theoretically there is no check 
on the action of Parliament whatever, and it may be conjectured that 
in practice ai^. change however fundamental would be at once cai'i-ied 
through, which was approved of by one House of Commons, and, after 
a dissolution of Parliament, was supported by the newly elected House. 

' The paradoxical and inaccurate assertion, therefore, that England is 
more democratically governed than either the United States or Switzer- 
land, contains a certain element of truth ; the immediate wishes of a 
decided majority of the electorate of the United Kingdom can he more 
rapidly carried into legal effect than can the immediate wishes of a 
majority among the people either of America or of Switzerland. 
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Part I. I of the electors. The judges know nothing about any 
will of the people except in so far as that will is 
I expressed by an Act of Parliament, and would never 
suffer the validity of a statute to be questioned on 
the ground of its having been passed or being kept 
alive in opposition to the wishes of the electors. 

■ The political sense of the word “ sovereignty ” is, it 
is true, fully as important as the legal sense or 
more so. But the two significations, though inti- 
mately connected together, are essentially different, 
and in some part of his work Austin has apparently 
confused the one sense with the other. , 

“Adopting the language,” he writes, “of some of 
“ the writers who have treated of the British constitu- 
“ tion, I commonly suppose that the present parlia- 
“ment, or the parliament for the time being, is possessed 
“ of the sovereignty : or I commonly suppose that the 

1 “ King and the Lords, with the members of the Com- 
“ mons’ house, form a tripartite body which is sove- 
“ reign or supreme. But, speaking accurately, the 
“ members of the Commoms’ house arc merely trustees 
“for the body by which they are elected and 
“ appointed : and, consequently, the so vereignty 
“ a lways re sides in the King and the~Peers7 with the 
“electoral body of the Commons. That a trust is 
“ imposed by "the" party delegating, and that the party 
“■representing engages to discharge the trust, seems 
“ to be imported by the correlative expressions delega- 
“ tion and representation. It were absurd to suppose 
“that the delegating empowers the representative 
“ party to defeat or abandon any of the purposes for 
“ which the latter is appointed : to suppose, for 
“ example, that the Commons empower their repre- 
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>“ sentatives in parliament to relinquish their share in Chapter 
“ the sovereignty to the King and the Lords.” ^ ^ 

Austin owns that the doctrine here laid down by 
him is inconsistent with the language used by writers 
who have treated of the British constitution. It is 
further absolutely inconsistent with the validity of the 
Septennial Act. Nothing is more certain than that 
no English judge ever conceded, or, under the present 
constitution, can concede, that Parliament is in any 
legal sense a “ trustee ” ^ for the electors. Of such a 
feigned “ trust ” the Courts know nothing. The plain 
truth is that as a matter of law Parliament is the 
sovereign power in the state, and that the “ supposi- 
tion ” treated by Austin as inaccurate is the correct 
statement of a legal fact which foims the basis of our 
whole legislative and judicial system. It is, however, ' 
equally true that in a political sense the electors are 
the most important part of, we may even say are 
actually, the sovereign power, since their will is under 
the present constitution sure to obtain ultimate 
obedience. The laimuacte therefore of Austin is as 
correct in regard to “ political ” sovereignty as it is 
erroneous in regard to what we may term “ legal ” 
sovereignty. The electors are a part of and the pre- 
dominant part of the politically sovereign power^ 

But the legally sovereign power is assuredly, as 
maintained by all the best writers on the constitution, 
nothing but Parliament. 

It may be conjectured that the error of which 


^ Austin, Jwisprudenee, i. (4th ed.), p. 253. 

^ This Austin concedes, hut the admission is ratal to the con- 
tention that Parliament is not in strictness a sovereign. (See Austin, 
Jurisprudence, i. (4th ed,), pp. 252, 253.) 

n2 
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Parti, {from a lawyer’s point of view) Austin has been 
guilty arisc.s from his feeling, as every person must 
feel who is not the slave to mere words, that Parlia- 
ment is (as already pointed out’) nothing like an 
omnipotent body, but that its powers are practically 
limited in more ways than one. And this limitation 
Austin expresses, not very happily, by saying that 
the memljcrs of the Ilou-se of Commons arc subject 
to a trust imposed upon them by the electors. This, 
however, leads us to our second difficulty, namely, the 
coexistence of parliamentary sovereignty with the 
fact of actual limitations on tlie power of Parliament. 
Exiiitenc« As to the actual limitation.? on the sovereign 
HmUatfoiis power of Parliament. — The actual exercise of authority 
MUMon- V sovereign whatever, and notably by Parlia- 
tisidiawith luent, is bounded or controlled Ijy two limitations. 
Of these the one is an external, the otlier is an internal 
limitation. 

External The ex ternal limit to the real power of a sovereig n 
consists i n the possibility or certainty that his s uhjects, 
or a larger inunber of th em, will disohev or resist n is 
Haw.?. ^ 

This limitation exists even under the most despotic 
monarchies. A lioinan’ Emperor, or a French King 
during the middle of the eighteenth century, was (as 
is the Russian Czar at the present day) in strictness a 
' “ sovereign ” in the legal sense of that term. He had 
absolute legislative authority. Any law made by him 
was binding, and there was no power in the empire or 
kingdom which could annul such law. It may also he 
true, — though here we are passing from the legal to 
the political sense of sovereignty, — that the will of am 
1 See p. 69, a:.le. 
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absolute monarch is in general obeyed by the bulk of Chapter 
liis subjects. But it -would be an error to suppose 
that the most aljsolutc ruler who ever existed could 
in reality make or change every law at his pleasure. 

That this must be so results from considerations which 
were long ago pointed out by Hume. Force, he 
teaches, is in one sense always on the side of the 
governed, and government therefore in a sense always 
depends upon opinion. “Nothing,” he writes, “appears 
“ more surprising to those, who consider human affairs 
“ with a philosophical eye, than the easiness with which 
“ the many arc governed by the few ; and the implicit 
“submission, with which men resign tlieir own seuti- 
“ ments and passions to those of their rulers. When 
“ we inquire by what means this wonder is effected, we 
“ shall find, that, as force is always on the side of the 
“governed, the governors have nothing to support 
“ them but opinion. It is, therefore, on opinion only 
“ that government is founded ; and this maxim extends 
“ to the most despotic and most military governments, 

“ as well as to the most free and most popular. The 
“ Soldan of Egypt, or the Emperor of Rome, might 
“ drive his harmless subjects, like brute beasts, against 
“ their sentiments and inclination : But he must, at 
“ least, have led his mamahikes or lorcBloiian hands, 

“ like men, by their opinion.” ' 

The authority, that is to say, even of a despot, iiiustra 
depends upon the readiness of his subjects or of some S^nmi 
portion of his subiects to obey his behests; and this 
readiness to obey niust always be in reality limited, sovereign 

^ ^ power. 

This is shown by the most notorious facts of history. 

None of the early Csesars could at their pleasure have 

* Hume, Essayt, i. (1875 ed.), pp. 109, 110. 
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<ox ftuudaiiDttui-a] jxfelitniiiti™iB 
yf tUi Ryjjaao iryj'H, ajid Arli«Q Cyiisteniiae 'caititaed 
tlji'yujjh a j-evolatioii liife suecese “was due to 

sjjflpatiy of a lai^e part uf iie Bnlijed-s. Tlie 
8u]ta}j wuld Jiyt aUyliBli M.aLyiamefla.ijiKm. Lonis tie. 
Fourtw/ith at tie of jiie jiower er.rJd reroie 

the Edict of >'aDt<ii5, hut he ifv'ciuld haxe fyund it jnnjKJB- 
;sibJ <3 tu estaUi-ih the feupremaf-j yf Prateetaniism, and 
fur the same reason which prerented -Jamefe the Second 
from estahjicijiug the scpiremacy of Bciinan Catholi- 
cisnn The one king was in tie sljtc'i sense deepotie; 
the other was as powerfu] as any EngHah inonarii 
But the might of each was limiwd hy the certainty of 
popular disohedien.ee or opposition. The tm willin g- 
nees of subjects to obey may liaTe reference not only 
to great changes, hnt eren to sinalL inaniera. The 
French National Assembly of ]?71 wa.= emthstically 
the sovereign power in France. The majority edits 
nxembeis were (it is saidj prepared for a inciiiarc-hi<al 
re.storation, but they were not prepared t.c> resTcre the 
white flag; the army which woiild hare acquiesced in 
the return of the Bourbons, would ncc fir was antici- 
pated) tolerate the .sight of an anTc-reTcilniionaiy 
symVd ; “the ch<ts?epots would go oJ of themselves.” 
Here we see the precise limit to the exercise of legal 
sovereignty ; and what is true of the power of a 
despot or of the authority of a constituent assembly is. 
specially true of the sovereignty of Parliament ; it is 
limited on every side by the wssibility of popular 
resistance. Parliament might legally establish an 
Episcopal Church in Scotland; Parliament might 
legally tax the Colonies ; Parliament might without 
any breach of law change the suecession to the throne 
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or abolish the monarchy ; but every one knows that 
in the present state of the world the British Parlia- 
ment will do none of these things. In each case 
widespread resistance would result from legislation 
which, though legally valid, is in fact beyond the 
stretch of Parliamentary power. N ay, more than this, 
there are things which Parliament has done in other 
times, and done successfully, which a modern Parlia- 
ment would not venture to repeat. Parliament would 
not at the present day prolong by law the duration of 
an existing House of Commons. Parliament would 
not without great hesitation deprive of their votes 
large classes of Parliamentary electors ; and, speaking 
generally. Parliament would not embark on a course 
of reactionary legislation ; persons who honestly blame 
Catholic Emancipation and lament the disestablish- 
ment of the Irish Church do not dream that Parlia- 
ment could repeal the statutes of 1829 or of 1869. 
These examples from among a score are enough to 
show the extent to which the theoretically boundless 
sovereignty of Parliament is curtailed by the external 
limit to its exercise. 

The internal limit to the exercise of sovereignty 
arises from the nature of the .sovereign ]mwer itself. 
Even a despot exercises his powers in accordance 
with his character, which is itself moulded by the 
circumstances under which he lives, including under 
tH^l^ead the moral feelings of the time and the 
sofl|pi;o which he belongs. The Sultan could not 
if he would change the religion of the Mahommedan 
world, but if he could do so it is in the very highest 
degree improbable that the head of Mahommedanism 
should wish to overthtow the religion of Mahomet ; 
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Part! tlie internal cheek on the exercise of the Sultan’s 
power is at least as strong as the external limitation. 
People sometimes ask the idle question why the 
Pope does not introduce this or that reform ? The 
true answer is that a revolutionist is not the kind 
pf man who hecome-s a Pope, and that the man who 
(hecomes a Pope has no Avish to he a revolutionist. 
Louis the Fourteenth could not in all probability have 
establi.shed Protestantism as the national religion of 
France but to imastine Louis the Fourteenth as 
wishing to carry out a Protestant reformation is 
nothin" short of imaginin" him to have been a being 
quite unlike the Grand Monarque. Here again the 
internal check works together with the external check, 
and the influence of the internal limitation is fis great 
in tlie case of a Parliamentar}' sovereign as of any 
other ; perhaps it is greater. Parliament could not 
prudently tax the Colonies; but it Is hardly con- 
ceivable that a modern Parliament, with the history 
of the eighteenth century before its eyes, should Avish 
to tax the Colonies. The combined influence both of 
the external and of the internal limitation on legislative 
sovereignty is admirably stated in Leslie Stephen’s 
Science of Ethics, whose chapter on “ Law and Custom ” 
contains one of the best .statements to be met with 
of the limits placed by the nature of things on the 
theoretical omnipotence of sovereign legislatures. Jm 
“ Lawyers are apt to speak as though the h||||Hr. 
“ ture were omnipotent, as they do not requifS^jH^o 
“ beyond its decisions. It is, of course, omniporent 
“ in the sense that it can make Avhatever laws it pleases, : 
“inasmuch as a law means any rule which has been 
“made by the legislature. Btit from the scientific 
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“ point of view, the power of the legislature is of course Chapter 
“ strictly limited. It is limited, so to speak, both from 
“ within and from without ; from within, because the 
“ legislature is the product of a certain social condition, 

“ and determined by whatever determines the society ; 

“and from without, because the power of imposing 
“ laws is dependent upon the instinct of subordination, 

“ which is itself limited. If a legislature decided that 
“ all blue-eyed babies should be murdered, the pireserva? 

“ tion of blue-eyed babies would be illegal ; but legis- 
“ lators must go mad before they could pass such a- 
“ law, and subjects be idiotic before they could submit 
“toit.”^ ■; 

Though sovereign power is bounded by an external Limits 
and an internal limit, neither boundary is very de- "oiLuit 
finitely marked, nor need the two precisely coincide. 

A sovereign may wish to do many things which ho 
either cannot do at all or can do only at great risk of 
serious resistance, and it is on many accounts worth 
observation tliat the exact point at which the external 
limitation begins to operate, that is, the j^oint at which 
subjects will offer serious or insuperable resistance to 
the commands of a ruler Avhom they generally obey, 
is never fixed n ith precision. It would be rash of 
the Imperial Parliament to abolish the Scotch law 
Courts, and assimilate the law of Scotland to that of 

S d. But no one can feel sure at what point 
resistance to such a change would become 
* Before the War of Secession the sovereign 
power of the United States could not have abolished 
slavery without provoking a civil war ; after the War 
of Secession the sovereign power abolished slavery 
1 Leslie Steplitn, Science of Ethics, p. 143. 
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Part I. and conferred the electoral franchise upon the Blacks 
without exciting actual resistance. 

Representa- reference to the relation between the external ' 
government ^he internal limit to sovereignty, representative 
produces orovcmment presents a noteworthy peculiarity. It is 
between tliis. The aim and effect ofsuch government istoproduce 
and internal a coincidence, or at any rate diminish the divergence, ^ 
between the external and the internal limitations on the 
exercise of sovereign power. Frederick the Great may 
have wished to introduce, and may in fact have intro- 
duced, changes or reforms opposed to the wishes of his 
subjects. Louis Napoleon certainly began a policy of 
free trade which would not be tolerated by an assembly 
which truly represented French opinion. In these 
instances neither monarch reached the external limit 
to his sovereign power, but it might very well have 
happened that he might have reached it, and have 
thereby provoked serious rc,5isfcincc on the i)art of his 
subjects. There might, in short, have arisen a diver- 
gence between the internal and the external check. 
The existence of such a divergence, or (in other words) 
of a difference between the permanent wishes of the 
sovereign, or rather of the King who then constituted 
a predominant part of the sovereign power, and the 
permanent wishes of the nation, is traceable in England 
throughout the whole period beginning with the acces- 
sion of James the First and ending with the Kcvolu-^ 
tion of 1688. The remedy for this divergenc(^ffas 
found in a transference of power from the ijPwn 
to the Houses of Parliament ; and in placing on the 
throne rulers who from their position were induced to 
make their wishes coincide with the will of the nation 
expressed through the House ofCommons ; the differ- 
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ence between the will of the sovereign and the will of Chapter 
the nation was terminated by the foundation of a 
system of real representative government. Where a 
Parliament truly represents the people, the divergence 
between the external and the internal limit to the 
exercise of sovereign power can hardly arise, or if it 
arises, must soon disappear. Speaking roughly, the 
permanent wishes of the representative portion of 
Parliament can hardly in the long run differ from the 
wishes of the English people, or at any rate of the 
electors ; that which the majority of the House of 
Commons command, the majority of the English 
people usually desire. To prevent the divergence 
between the wishes of the sovereign and the wishes 
of subjects is in short the effect, and the only certain 
effect, of bon§, fide representative government. For 
our present purpose there is no need to determine 
whether this result be good or bad. An enlightened 
sovereign has more than once carried out reforms in 
advance of the wishes of his subjects. This is true 
both of sovereign kings and, though more rarely, of 
sovereign Parliaments. But the sovereign who has 
done this, whether King or Parliament, does not in 
reality represent his subjects.' All that it is here 
necessary to insist upon is that the essential property 
of representative government is to produce coincidence 
between the wishes of tlie sovereign and the wishes 
of the subjects ; to make, in short, the two limitations 
on the exercise of sovereignty absolutely coincident. 

This, which is true in its measure of all real repre- 
sentative government, applies with special truth to 
the English House of Commons. 

- 1 Compare Law mi Opinion in England, pp. 4, 5. 
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Part I. “ 'L’he House of Commons, ” writes Burke, ‘ ‘ was sup- 
“ posed originally to 1)C no part of the standing govem- 
“ ment of this country. It was considered as a control, 
issuing immediately from the people, and speedily to 
“ be resolved into the mass from whence it arose. In 
“ this respect it was in the higher part of government 
“ what juries are in the lower. The capacity of a magis- 
“ tratc being transitor}^aiid that of a ci tizen permanent, 
“ the latter capacity it was hoped would of course pre- 
“ ponderate in all discussions, not only between the 
“ people and the standing authority of the Crown, but 
“ between the people and the fleeting authority of the 
“ House of Commons itself. It was hoped that, being of a 
“ middle nature between subject and government, they 
“ would feel with a more tender and a nearer interest 
“ everything that concerned the people, than the other 
“ remoter and more permanent parts of legislature. 

“ Whatever alterations time and the necessary ac- 
“ commodation of business may have introduced, this 
“ character can never be sustained, unless the House of 
“ Commons shall be made to bear some stamp of the 
“ actual disposition of the people at large. It would 
“ (amongpublicmisfortunes)bean evil more natural and 
“ tolerable, that the House of Commons should be in- 
“ fected with every epidemical phrensy of the people, 
“ as this would indicate some consanguinity, some sym- 
“ pathy of nature with their constituents, than that they 
‘ ‘ should in all cases be wholly untouched by the opinions 
“and feelings of the people out of doors. By this want of 
‘ ‘ sympathy th ey would cease to be a House of Commons. ’’ ^ 

' Burke, Wwh, ii. (1808 ed.), pp. 287, 288. See further in refe^ 
ence to Parliamentary sovereignty, App. Xote III., Distinction between 
a Parliamentary Executive and a Non-Parl^mentary Executive. 



CHAPTEE II 

P ^LIAMEN T AND NON-SOVEREIGN LAW-MARING BODIES 

In my last chapter I dwelt upon the nature of Par- 
liamentary sovereignty; my object in this chapter 
is to illustrate the characteristics of such sovereignty 
by comparing the essential features of a sovereign 
Parliament like that of England with the traits 
which mark non -sovereign law-making bodies. 

A. Characteristics qf S( yi)(^vi(ni ParUamp.nL— 
The characteristics of Parliamentary sovereignty mtiy 
be deduced from the term itself. But these traits 
are apt to escape the attention of Englishmen, who 
have been so accustomed to live under the rule of 
a supreme legislature, that they almost, without 
knowing it, assume that all legislative bodies are 
supreme, and hardly therefore keep clear before their 
minds the properties of a supreme as contrasted with 
a non-sovereign law-making body. In this matter 
foreign observers are, as is natural, clearer-sighted 
than Englishmen. De Lolme, Gneist, and Toeque- 
ville seize at once upon the sovereignty of Parliament 
as a salient feature of the English constitution, and 
recognise the far-reaching effects of this marked 
peculiarity in our insstitutions. 
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Parti. “Ill England,” writes Tocqucville, “the Parlia- 
“ment has an acknowledged right to modify the 
“constitution; as, therefore, the constitution may 
“ undergo perpetual changes, it does not in reality 
' “ exist ; the Parliament is at once a legislative and 
J “ a constituent assembly.” * 

His expressions are wanting in accuracy, and 
might provoke some criticism, but the description of 
the English Parliament as at once “a legislative 
and a constituent assembly ” supplies a convenient 
formula for summing up the fact that Parliament can 
change any law whatever. Being a “legislative” 
assembly it can make ordinary laws, being a “ con- 
stituent” assembly it can make laws which shift the 
loasis of the constitution. The results which ensue 
from this fact may be brought under three heads. 
Koiaw First, There is no law which Parliament cannot 
cannot change, or (to put the same thing somewhat differ- 
ently), fundamental or so-called constitutional laws 
are under our constitution changed by the same 
body and in the same manner as other laws, namely, 
by Parliament acting in its ordinary legislative 
character. 

A Bill for reforming the House of Commons, a 
Bill for abolishing the House of Lords, a Bill to give 
London a municipality, a Bill to make valid marriages 
celebrated by a pretended clergyman, who is found 
after their celebration not to be in orders, are each 
equally within the competence of Parliament, they 
each may be passed in substantially the same manner, 
they none of them when passed will be, legally 

' Tocqueville, i. (translation), p. 96, (Euvres GompUtes, i. pp. 166, 
IfiV r- 
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speaking, a whit more sacred or immutable than the Chapter 
others, for they each will be neither more nor less 
than an Act of Parliament, which can be repealed as 
it has been passed by Parliament, and cannot be 
annulled by any other power. 

Secondly, There is under the Engj^gh constitution No dis- 
no marked or clear distinction between laws which tweeTco^J* 
are not fundamental or constitutional and laws which 
are fundamental or constitutional. The very language 
therefore, expressing the difference between a “legis- 
lative” assembly which can change ordinary laws and 
a “ constituent ” assembly which can change not only 
ordinary but also constitutional and fundamental laws, 
has to be borrowed from the political phraseology of 
foreign countries. 

This absence of any distinction between constitu- Beiation 
tional and ordinary laws has a close connection with S*'" 
the non-existence in England of any written or enacted "oveHgnty 
constitutional statute or charter. Tocqueville indeed, “"‘1 
in common with other writers, apparently holds the consutu- 
unwritten character of the British constitution to 
be of its essence : “ L’Angleterre n’ayant point de 
constitution ecrite, qui peut dire qu’on change sa 
constitution ? ” * But here Tocqueville falls into an 
error, characteristic both of his nation and of the 
weaker side of his own rare genius. He has treated 
the form of the constitution as the cause of its 
substantial qualities, and has inverted the relation of 
cause and effect. The constitution, he seems to have 
thought, was changeable because it was not reduced 
to a written or statutory form. It is far nearer 
the truth to assert that the constitution has never 


1 Tocqueville, 'fflttWM CompUtes, i. p. 312. 
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Part I. been reduced to a written or statutory form because 
each and every part of it is changeable at the will of 
Parliament. When a country is governed under a 
constitution which is intended either to be unchange- 
able or at any rate to be changeable only with special 
difficulty, the constitution, which is nothing else than 
the laws which are intended to have a character of 
permanence or immutability, is necessarily expressed 
in writing, or, to use English phraseology, is enacted 
as a statute. Where, on the other hand, every law 
can be legally changed with e([ual ease or with equal 
difficulty, there arises no absolute need for reducing 
the constitution to a written form, or even for lookinff 
upon a definite set of laws as specially making up the 
constitution. One main reason then why constitu- 
tional laws have not in England been recognised 
under that name, and in many cases have not been 
reduced to the form of a statutory enactment, is that 
one law, whatever its importance, can be passed and 
changed by exactly the same method as every other 
law. But it is a mistake to think that the whole law 
of the English constitution might not be reduced to 
writing and be enacted in the form of a constitutional 
code. The Belgian constitution indeed comes very 
near to a written reproduction of the English constitu- 
tion, and the constitution of England might easUy be 
turned into an Act of Parliament without suffering 
any material transformation of character, provided 
only that the English Parliament retained — ^what the 
Belgian Parliament, by the way, does not possess — 
the unrestricted power of repealing or amending the 
constitutional code. 

Thirdly, There does not exist in any part of the 
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’ British Empire any person or body of persons, execu- chapter 
tive, legislative or judicial, which can pronounce void 
auy enactment passed by the British Parliament on ^“itied to 
the ground of such enactment being opposed to the 
constitution, or on any ground whatever, except, of hament 
course, its being repealed by Parliament, 

These then are the three traits of Parliamentary 
sovereignty as it exists in England : first, the power 
of the legislature to alter any law, fundamental or 
otherwise, as freely and in the same manner as other 
laws ; secondly, the absence of any legal distinction 
betvreen constitutional and other laws ; thirdly, the 
non-existence of auy judicial or other authority having 
the right to nullify an Act of Parliament, or to treat 
it as void or unconstitutional. 

These traits are all exemplifications of the quality FUxibiuty 
which my friend Mr. Bryce has haj)pily denominated atituUou. 
the “ flexibility ” ^ of the British constitution. Every 
part of it can be expanded, curtailed, amended, or 
abolished, with equal ease. It is the most flexible 
polity in existence, and is therefore utterly different 
in character from the “rigid” constitutions (to use 
another expression of Mr. Bryce’s) the wiiole or some 
part of which can be changed only by some extra- 
ordinary method of legislation. 

B. Characteristics of non-sovereign law-making cimraoter- 
hodies . — From the attributes of a sovereign legislature non- 
it is possible to infer negatively what are the charac- 
teristics all (or some) of which are the marks of a jJodiraf 
non-sovereign law-making body, and which therefore 

* See Bryce, Studies in History and Jurisprudence, i. Essay 111., 

Flexible and Rigid Constit’Uiona. 
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may be called the marks or notes of legislative sub- 
ordination. 

These signs by which you may recognise the 
subordination of a law-making body are, first, the 
existence of laws aflFecting its constitution which 
such body must obey and cannot change ; hence, 
secondly, the formation of a marked distinction be- 
tween ordinary laws and fundamental laws; and 
lastly, the existence of some person or persons, judicial 
or otherwise, having authority to pronounce upon the 
validity or constitutionality of laws passed by such 
law-making body. 

Wherever any of these marks of subordination 
exist with regard to a given law-making body, they 
prove that it is not a sovereign legislature. 

Observe the use of the words “ law-making body." 

This term is here employed as an expression which 
may include under one head ' both municipal bodies, 

1 This inclusion has heen made the subject of criticism. 

The objections taken to it are apparently thi’eefold. 

First, There is, it is said, a certain absurdity in bringing into one 
class thing.s so different in importance and in dignity as, for example, 
the Belgian Parliament and an English School-board. This objection 
rests on a misconception. It would be ridiculous to overlook the pro- 
found differences between a pow'erful legislature and a petty corpora- 
tion. But there is nothing ridiculous in calling attention to the points 
which they have in common. The sole matter for consideration is 
whether the alleged similarity be real. No doubt when features of 
likeness between things which differ from one another both in appear- 
ance and in dignity are pointed out, the immediate result is to produce 
a sense of amusement, but the apparent absurdity is no proof that the 
likeness is unreal or undeserving of notice. A man differs from a rat. 
But this does not make it the less true or the less worth noting tihat 
they are both vertebrate animals. 

Secondly, The powers of an English corporation, it is urged, can in 
general only be exercised reasonably, and any exercise of them is 
invalid which is not reasonable, and this is not true of the laws made, 
ey., by the Parliament of a British colony. 

This objection admits of more than oiu reply. It is not unirer- 
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such as railway companies, school-boards, town coun- 
cils, and the like, which possess a limited power of 
making laws, but are not ordinarily called legislatures, 
and bodies such as the Parliaments of the British 
Colonies, of Belgium, or of France, which are ordi- 
narily called “legislatures,” but are not in reality 
sovereign bodies. 

The reason for grouping together under one name 

Bally true that the bye-lawa made by a corporation are invalid imless 
they are reasonable. But let it be assumed for the sake of argument 
that this restriction is always, as it certainly is often, imposed on the 
making of bye-laws. This concession does not involve the consequence 
that bye-laws do not partake of the nature of laws. All that follows 
from it is a conclusion which nobody questions, namely, that the 
powers of a non-sovereign law-making body may be restricted in very 
different degrees. 

Thirdly, The bye-laws of a corporation are, it is urged, not laws, 
because they affect only certain persons, e.g. in the case of a railway 
company the passengers on the railway, and do not, like the laws of a 
colonial legislature, affect all persons coming under the jurisdiction of 
the legislature ; or to put the same objection in another shape, the bye- 
laws of a railway company apply, it is urged, only to persons using 
the railwiiy, in addition to the general law of the laud by which such 
persons are also bound, whereas the laws, e.g., of the New Zealand 
Parliament constitute the general law of the colony. 

The objection is plausible, but does not really show that the simi- 
larity insisted upon between the position of a corporation and, e.g., a 
colonial legislature is unreal. In either case the laws made, whether 
by the corporation or by the legislature, apply only to a limited class 
of persons, and are liable to be overridden by the law's of a superior 
legislature. Even in the case of a colony so nearly independent as New 
Zealand, the inhabitants are bound fiist by the statutes of the Imperial 
Parliament, and in addition thereto by the Acts of the New' Zealand 
Parliament. The very rules which are bye-law's when made by a cor- 
poration would admittedly be laws if made directly by Parliament. 
Their character cannot be changed by the fact that they are made by 
the permission of Parliament through a subordinate legislative body. 
The Council of a borough, which for the present purpose is a better 
example of my meaning than a railway company, passes in accordance 
with the powers conferred upon it by Parliament a bye-law prohibiting 
processions with music on Sunday. The same prohibition if contained 
in an Act of Parliament would be admittedly a law. It is none the 
less a law because made by a body which is permitted by Pimliament 
to leoislate. • 
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such very diffei'cut kinds of “ law-making ” bodies is, 
that by far the best way of clearing up our ideas as 
to the nature of assemblies which, to use the foreign 
formula,^ are “legislative” without being “consti- 
tuent,” and which therefore are not sovereign legis- 
latures, is to analyse the characteristics of societies, 
such as English railwiiy companies, which possess a 
certain legislative authority, though the authority is 
clearly delegated and subject to the obvious control 
of a superior legislature. 

It will conduce to clearness of thought if we divide 
non-sovereign law-making bodies into the two great 
classes of obviously subordinate bodies such as cor- 
porations, the Council of India, etc., and such legis- 
latures of independent countries as are legislative 
without being constituent, i.c. arc non-sovereign 
legislative bodies. 

The consideration of the position of the non- 
sovereign legislatures which exist under the com- 
plicated form of constitution known as a federal 
government is best reserved for a separate chapter.® 

I. Siibordinate Latv-making Bodies. 

(i.) Corporations . — An English railway company 
is as good an example as can be found of a subordinate 
law-making body. Such a company is in the strictest 
sense a law-making society, for it can under the 
powers of its Act make laws (called bye-laws) for the 
regulation {inter alia) of travelling upon the railway,® 

’ See p. 84, ante. * See Chap. III. post. 

® See especially the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1846 
(8 & 9 Viet. c. 20), secs. 103, 108-111. ^This Act is always embodied 
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and can impose a jienalty for the breach of such laws, Chapter 
which can be enforced by proceedings in the Courts. 

The rules therefore or bye-laws made by a company 
within the powers of its Act are “laws” in the 
strictest sense of the term, as any person will dis- 
cover to his own cost who, when he travels by rail 
from Oxford to Paddington, deliberately violates a 
bye-law duly made by the Great "Western Eailway 
Company. 

But though an English railway company is clearly 
a law-making body, it is clearly a non-sovereign 
law-making body. Its legislative power bears all 
the marks of subordination. 

First, The company is bound to obey laws and 
(amongst others) the Act of Pai'liament creating the 
company, which it cannot change. This is obvious, 
and need not be insisted upon. 

Secondly, Tliere is the most marked distinction 
between the Act constituting the company, not a line 
of which can be changed by the company, and the 
bye-laws which, within the powers of its Act, the 
company can both make and change. Here we have 
on a very small scale the exact difference between 
constitutional laws which cannot, and ordinary laws 
which can, be changed by a subordinate legislature, 
i.e. by the company. The company, if we may 
apply to it the terms of constitutional law, is not 
a constituent, but is within certain limits a-legislative 
assembly ; and these limits are fixed by the constitu- 
tion of the company. 

Thirdly, The Courts have the right to pronounce, 

in the special Act constituting the company. Its enactments therefore 
form part of the constitutiontof a railway company. 
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Part L Hiid indeed are bound to pronounce, on the validity 
of the company’s bye-laws ; that is, upon the validity, 
or to use political terms, on the constitutionality of 
the laws made by the company as a law-making body. 
Note particularly that it is not the function of any 
Court or judge to declare void or directly annul a 
bye-law made by a railway company. The function 
of the Court is simply, upon any particular case 
coming before it which depends upon a bye-law made 
by a railway company, to decide for the pui-poses of 
that pai-ticular case whether the bye-law is or is not 
within the powers conferred by Act of Parliament 
upon the company ; that is to say, whether the bye- 
law is or is not valid, and to give judgment in the 
particular case according to the Court’s view of the 
validity of the bye-law. It is worth while to examine 
with some care the mode in which English judges deal 
with the inquiry whether a particular bye-law is or is 
not within the powers given to the company by Act 
of Parliament, for to understand this point goes a 
good way towards understanding the exact way in 
which English or American Courts determine the 
constitutionality of Acts passed by a non-sovereign 
legislature. 

The London and North-Western Railway Company 
made a bye-law by which “ any person travelling with- 
“ out the special pennission of some duly authorised 
“ servant of the company in a carriage or by a train of 
“ a superior class to that for which his ticket was issued 
“ is hereby subject to a penalty not exceeding forty 
“shillings, and shall, in addition, be liable to pay his 
“ fare according to the class of carriage in which he is 
“ travelling from the station where the train originally 
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“ started, unless he shows that he had no intention to Chapter 
“ defraud.” X, with the intention of defrauding the . 
company, travelled in a first-class carriage instead of 
a second-class carriage for which his ticket was issued, 
and having been charged under the bye-law was con- 
victed in the penalty of ten shillings, and costs. On 
appeal by X, the Court determined that the bye-law 
was illegal and void as being repugnant to 8 Viet, 
c. 20, s. 103, or in effect to the terms of the Act 
incorporating the company,^ and that therefore X 
could not be convicted of the offence charged against 
him. 

A bye-law of the South-Eastern Railway Company 
required that a passenger should deliver up his ticket 
to a servant of the company when required to do so, 
and that any person travelling without a ticket or 
failing or refusing to deliver up his ticket should be 
required to pay the fare from the station whence the 
train originally started to the end of his journey. X 
had a railway ticket enabling him to travel on 
the South-Eastern Railway. Having to change 
trains and pass out of the company’s station he 
was asked to show his ticket, and refused to do so, 
but without any fraudulent intention. He was 
summoned for a breach of the bye-law, and convicted 
in the amount of the fare from the station whence the 
train started. The Queen’s Bench Division held the 
conviction wrong on the ground that the bye-law was 
for several reasons invalid, as not being authorised 
/by the Act under which it purported to be made.* 

1 Dyton V. L. N.-PV. Ey. Co., 7 Q. B. D. 32. 

* Saunders v. S.-E. By. Go., 6 Q. K D. 466. Compare Benthan 
V. Hoyle, 3 Q. B. D. 289, and L. B. is S. G. By. Go, \. Watson, 3 
C. P. D. 429 ; 4 C. P. D. (C.*A.), 118. 
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Pwti. Now in these instances, and in other cases where 
the Courts pronounce upon the validity of a bye-law 
made by a body (e.^r. a railway company or a school- 
.board) having powers to make bye-laws enforceable 
by penalties, it is natural to say that the Courts 
pronounce the bye-laws valid or invalid. But this is 
not strictly the case. What the judges determine is 
not that a particular bye-law is invalid, for it is not 
the function of the Courts to repeal or annul the 
bye-laws made by railway companies, but that in a 
proceeding to recover a penalty from W for the breach 
of a bye-law judgment must be given on the ba.sis of 
the particular bye-law being beyond the powers of 
the company, and therefore invalid. It may indeed 
be thought that the distinction between annulling a 
bye-law and determiniug a ca.se upon the assumption 
of such bye-law being void is a distinction without a 
difference. But this is not so. The distinction is 
not without importance even when dealing with the 
question whether X, who is alleged to have broken a 
bye-law made by a railway company, is liable to pay 
a fine ; it is of fii'st-ratc importance when the question 
before the Courts is one involving considerations of 
constitutional law, as for example when the Privy 
Council is called upon, as constantly happens, to 
determine ca.ses which involve the validity or con- 
stitutionality of laws made by the Dominion Parlia- 
ment or by one of the provincial Parliaments of 
Canada. The significance, however, of the distinction 
will become more apparent as we proceed with onr 
subject ; the matter of consequence now is to notice 
the nature of the distinction, and to realise that when 
a Court in deciding a given case considers whether 
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a bye-law is, or is not, valid, the Court does a Chapter 
different thing from affirming or annulling the bye- — !_ 
laAV itself. 

(ii.) Legislative Council of Bntish India } — Laws coundiof 

-n--iTTi T n •! BdtUh 

are made for Bntish ludia by a Legislative Council India, 
having very wide powers of legislation. This Council, 
or, as it is technically expressed, the “Governor-General 
in CouucU.” can pass huvs as important as any Acts 
passed by the British Parliament. But the authority 
of the Council in the Avay of law-making is as com- 
pletely subordinate to, and as much dependent upon, 

Acts of Parliament as is the power of the London and 
North-Western Eailway Company to make bye-laws. 

The legislative powers of the Governor-General 
and his Council arise from definite Parliamentary 
enactments.” These Acts constitute what may be 
termed as regards the Legislative Council the con- 
stitution of India. Now observe, that under these 
Acts the Indian Council is in the strictest sense a non- 
sovereign legislative body, and this independently of 
the fact that the laws or regulations made by the 
Governor-General in Council can be annulled or dis- 
allowed by the Crown ; and note that the position of 
the Council exhibits all the marks or notes of lesis- 

O 

lative subordination. 

First, The Council is bound by a large number of 
rules which cannot be changed by the Indian legis- 

1 See Ilbert, Government of India, pp. 199-216, Digest of Statutory 
Euactments, sa. 60-69. 

® The Government of India Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 85), as. 

46-48, 51, 52 ; The Indian Councils Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 67), 

Bs. 16-26 ; The Government of India Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet c. 17). 

The Indian Council is in some instances under Acts of Parliament, 
e.p. 24 & 25 Viet. c. 67 ; 28 & 29 Viet c. 17 ; 32 & 33 Viet c. 98, 
empowered to legislate for peifons outside India. 
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Part I. lalivc body itself, and which can be changed by the 
superior power of tlie Imperial Parliament, 

Secondly, The Acta themselves from which the 
Council derives its authority cannot be changed by 
the Council, and hence in regard to the Indian 
legislative body form a set of constitutional or fun- 
damental laws, which, since they cannot be changed 
by the Council, stand in marked contrast with the 
laws or regulations which the Council is empowered 
to make. These fundamental rules contain, it must 
be added, a number of specific restrictions on the : 
subjects with regard to which the Council may legis- 1 
late. Thus the Governor-General in Council has no r 
power of making laws which may affect the authority 
of Parliament, or any part of the unwritten laws or 
constitution of the United Kingdom, whereon may 
depend in any degree the allegiance of any person 
to the CroAvn of the United Kingdom, or the sove- 
reignty or dominion of the Crown over any part of 
India.^ 

Thirdly, The Courts in India (or in any other 
part of the British Empire) may, when the occasion 
arises, pronounce upon the validity or constitutionality 
of laws made by the Indian Council. 

The Courts treat-Acts passed by the Indian Council 
precisely in the same way in which the King’s Bench 
Division treats the bye-laws of a railway company. 
No judge in India or elsewhere ever issues a decree 
which declares invalid, annuls, or makes void a law 
or regulation made by the Governor-General in 
.Council. But when any.particular case comes before 
the Courts, whether civil or criminal, in which the 
1 See 24 & 25 Viet. C. 67, a. 22. 
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rights or liabilities of any party are affected by the Chapter 
legislation of the Indian Council, the Court may have ^ 
to consider and determine with a view to the particular 
case whether such legislation was or was not within 
the legal powers of the Council, which is of course the 
same thing as adjudicating as regards the particular 
case in hand upon the validity or constitutionality 
of the legislation in question. Thus suppose that 
X is prosecuted for the breach of a law or regula- 
tion passed by the Council, and suppose the fact to 
be established past a doubt that X has broken this 
aw. The Court before which the proceedings take 
place, which must obviously in the ordinary course 
of things be an Indian Court, may be called upon to 
consider whether the regulation which X has broken 
is within the powers given to the Indian Council by 
the Acts of Parliament making up the Indian con- 
stitution. If the law is within such powers, or, in 
other words, is constitutional, the Court will by giving 
judgment against X give full effect to the law, just 
as effect is given to the bye-law of a railway company 
by the tribunal before whom an offender is sued 
pronouncing judgment against him for the penalty. 

If, on the other hand, the Indian Court deem that 
the regulation is vUira vires or unconstitutional, they ' 
will refuse to give effect to it, and treat it as v ■■ ■ I - 
giving judgment for the defendant on the bt f 
the regulation being invalid or having noi ' ,• V 
existence. On this point the Empress v. 
is most instructive. The details of the case are 
immaterial; the noticeable thing is that the High 


^ 3 Ind. L. B. (Calcutta Seriea), p. 63. 
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Court held a particular legislative euactmeut of the 
Governor-General in Council to be in excess of the 
authority given to him by the Imperial Parliament 
and therefore invalid, and on this grpuiid entertained 
an appeal from two prisoners which, if the enactment 
had been valid, the Court would admittedly have 
been incompetent to entertain. The Privy Council, 
it is true, held on appeal^ that the particular enact- 
ment was within the legal powers of the Council and 
therefore valid, but the duty of the High Court of 
Calcutta to consider whether the legislation of the 
Governor-General was or was not constitutional, was 
not questioned by the Privy Council. To look at 
the same thing from another point of view, the 
Courts in India treat the legislation of the Governor- 
General in Council in a way utterly different from 
that in which any English Court can treat the Acts 
of the Imperial Parliament. An Indian tribunal 
may he called upon to say that an Act passed by 
the Governor-General need not be obeyed because it 
is unconstitutional or void. No British Court can 
give judgment, or ever does give judgment, that an 
Act of Parliament need not be obeyed because it 
is unconstitutional. Here, in short, wc have the 
essential difference between subordinate and sovereign 
legislative power." 

(iii.) English Cfolonies with Representative and 
■Responsible Governments , — Many English colonies, 
and notably the Dominion of New Zealand (to which 
country our attention had best for the sake of 

. * Beg. V. Burah, 3 App. Cas. 889. 

* See especially Empress v. Burch and Book Singh, 3 Ind. L. R. 
(Calcutta Series, 1878), 63, 86-89, for tlie judgment of Markby J. 
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clearness be specially directed), possess representative Chapter 
assemblies which occupy a somewhat peculiar position. 

The Parliament of the Dominion of New Zealand Powen* 

cx&rcii^cil 

exercises throughout that country * many of the by colonial 
ordinary powers of a sovereign as'feembly such as the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom. It makes and 
repeals laws, it puts Ministries in power and dismisses 
them from office, it controls the general policy of the 
New Zealand GoA’^ernmeut, and generally makes its 
will felt in the transaction of affairs after the manner 
of the Parliament at Westminster. An ordinary 
observer would, if he looked merely at the everyday 
proceedings of the Ncav Zealand legislature, find no 
reason to pronounce it a whit less powerful within its 
sphere than the Parliament of the United Kingdom. 

No doubt the assent of the Governor is needed in 
order to turn colonial Bills into laws: and further 
investigation would show our inquirer that for the 
validity of any colonial Act there is required, in 
addition to the assent of the Governor, the sanction, 
either express or implied, of the Crown. But these 
assents are constantly given almost as a matter of 

course, and jpay be compared (though not with 

* 

^ No colonial legislature lias as such any authority beyond the 
territorial limits of the colony. This forms a considerable restriction 
on the powers of a colonial Parliament, and a great part of the 
imperial legislation for the colonics arises from the Act of a colonial 
legislature having, unless given extended operation by some imperial 
statute, no effect beyond the limits of the colony. 

In various instances, however, imperial Acts have given extended 
power of legislation to colonial legislatures. Sometimes the imperial 
Act authorises a colonial legislature to make law^ on a specified 
subject with extra-territorial operation [e.g. the Merchant Shipping Act, 

1894, Bs. 478, 735, 736]. Sometimes an Act of the colonial legislature 
is given the force of law throughout British dominions. (Compare 
Jenkyns, British Buie and Jurisdiction beyond the Seas, p. 70.) 
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absolute correctness) to the Crown’s so-called “veto” 
or right of refusing assent to Bills which have passed 
througli the Houses of Parliament. 

Yet for all this, when the matter is further looked 
into, the Dominion Parliament (together Avith other 
colonial legislatures) will be found to be a non- 
sovereign legislative body, and bears decisive marks 
of legislative subordination. The action of the 
Dominion Parliament is restrained by laws which 
it cannot change, and are changeable only by the 
Imperial Parliament ; and further. New Zealand Acts, 
even when assented to by the Crown, are liable to be 
treated by the Courts in New Zealand and elsewhere 
throughout the British dominions as void or uncon- 
stitutional, on the ground of their coming into con- 
flict with laws of the Imperial Parliament, which the 
colonial legislature has no authority to touch.^ 

That this is so becomes apparent the moment 
we realise the exact relation between colonial and 
Imperial laws. The matter is worth some little 
examination, both for its own sake and for the 
sake of the light it throws on the sovereignty of 
Parliament. 

' As also upon the ground of their being in strictness ultra vires, 

. i.e. beyond the powers conferred upon the Dominion legislature. This 
is the ground why a colonial Act is in general void, in so far as it is 
intended to operate beyond the territory of the colony. “ In 1879, the 
Supreme Court of New Zealand held that the Foreign Offenders 
Apprehension Act, 1863, of that colony, which authorises the deporta- 
tion of persons charged with indictable misdemeanours in other 
colonies, was beyond the competence of the New Zealand legislature, 
for it involved detention on the high seas, which the legislature could 
not authorise, as it could legislate only for peace, order, and good 
government within the limits of the colony." Jenkyns, British Rule 
and Jurisdiction beyond the Seas, p. 70, citing In re Glkch. Ollivier 
Bell and Fitzgerald’s N. Z. Eep., S. 0, p.’ 39. 
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The charter of colonial legislative independence is Cliapter 
the Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865.^ 

This statute seems (oddly enough) to have passed coiomai 
through Parliament without discussion ; but it per- vaiwity 
manently defines and extends the authority of colonial 
legislatures, and its main provisions are of such im- 
portance as to deserve verbal citation ; — 

“ Sec. 2. Any colonial law which is or shall be in 
“ any respect repugnant to the provisions of any Act 
“ of Parliament extending to the colony to which 
“ such law may relate, or repugnant to any order or 
“regulation made under authority of such Act of 
“ Parliament, or having in the colony the force and 
“effect of such Act, shall be read subject to such 
“Act, order, or regulation, and shall, to the extent of 
“ such repugnancy, but not otherwise, be and remain 
“ absolutely void and inoperative. 

“ 3. No colonial law shall be or be deemed to 
“have been void or inoperative on the ground of 
“ repugnancy to the law of England, unless the same 
“ shall be repugnant to the provisions of some such 
“Act of Parliament, order, or regulation as afore- 
“ said. 

“ 4. No colonial law, passed with the concurrence 
“ of or assented to by the Governor of any colony, or 
“ to be hereafter so passed or assented to, shall be or 
“be deemed to have been void or inoperative, by 
“reason only of any instructions with reference to 
“such law or the subject thereof which may have 
“been given to such Governor by or on behalf of 
“ Her , Majesty, by any instrument other than the 

^ 28 & 29 Viet. c. 63. See on this enactment, Jeukyns, British 
Rule and Jurisdiction beyond (tie Seas, pp. 71, 72. 
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PartL “ letters - patent or instrument authorising such 
“ Governor to concur in passing or to assent to 
“ laws for the peace, order, and good government 
“of such colony, even though such instructions 
“ may be referred to in such letters-patent or last- 
“ mentioned instrument. 

“ 5. Every colonial legislature shall have, and be 
“ deemed at all times to have had, full power within 
“ its jurisdiction to establish courts of judicature, and 
“ to abolish and reconstitute the same, and to alter the 
“ constitution thereof, and to make provision for the 
“ administration of justice therein ; and every repre- 
“sentative legislature shall, in respect to the colony 
“ under its jurisdiction, have, and be deemed at all 
“times to have had, full power to make laws re- 
“ specting the constitution, powers, and procedure 
“ of such legislature ; provided that such laws shall 
“ have been passed in such manner and form as may 
“ from time to time bo required by any Act of 
“ Parliament, letters-patent, order in council, or 
“colonial law for the time being in force in the 
“ said colony.” 

The importance, it is true, of the Colonial Laws 
Validity Act, 1865, may well be either exaggerated 
or quite possibly underrated. The statute is in one 
sense less important than it at first sight appears, 
because the principles laid down therein were, before 
its passing, more or less assumed, though with some 
hesitation, to be good law and to govern the validity 
of colonial legislation. From another point of view 
the Act is of the highest importance, because it 
determines, and gives legislative authority to, prin- 
ciples which had never before fieen accurately defined. 



NON-SO VE REIGN LA W-MAKING BODIES 103 


and were liable to be treated as open to doubt.' In 
any case tlie terms of the enactment make it now 
possible to state with precision the limits which bound 
the legislative authority of a colonial Parliament. 

The Dominion Parliament may make laws opposed 
to the English common law, and such laws (on re- 
ceiving the required assents) are perfectly valid. 

Thus a New Zealand Act which changed the 
common law rules as to the descent of property, which 
gave the Governor authority to forbid public meet- 
ings, or which abolished trial by jury, might be 
inexpedient or unjust, but would be a perfectly valid 
law, and would be recognised as such by every, 
tribunal throughout the British Empire.® 

The Dominion Parliament, on the other hand, 
cannot make any laws inconsistent with any Act of 
Parliament, or with any part of an Act of Parlia- 
ment, intended by the Imperial Parliament to apply 
to New Zealand. 

Sujipose, for example, that the Imperial Parliament 
Averc to pass an Act providing a special mode of trial 
in New Zealand for particular classes of offences 
committed there, no enactment of the colonial Parlia- 
ment, which provided that such offences should be 
tried otherwise than as directed by the imperial 
statute, would be of any legal effect. So again, no 
New Zealand Act would be valid that legalised the 

^ Up to 1865 the prevalent opinion in England seems to have 
been that any law seriously opposed to the principles of English law 
was repugnant to the law of England, and colonial laws were from 
time to time disallowed solely on the ground of such supposed 
repugnancy and invalidity. 

^ Assuming, of course, that such Acts are not inconsistent with 
any imperial statute applying to the colony. (Compare Robinson v. 
Reynolds, Macassey’s N. Z. Be{). p. 562.) 
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slare trade in the face of the Slave Trade Act, 1824, 
5 Geo. IV. c. 113, which prohibits slave trading 
throughout the British dominions ; nor would Acts 
passed by the Dominion Parliament be valid which 
repealed, or invalidated, several provisions of the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1894 meant to apply to 
the colonies, or which deprived a discharge under the 
English Bankruptcy Act of the effect which, in virtue 
of the imperial statute, it has as a release from 
debts contracted in any part whatever of the British 
dominions. No colonial legi.slature, in short, can 
override imperial legislation which is intended to 
apply to the colonies. Whether the intention be 
expressed in so many words, or be apparent only 
from the general scope and nature of the enactment, 
is immaterial Once establish that an imperial law 
is intended to apply to a given colony, and the con- 
sequence follows that any colonial enactment Avhich 
contravenes that law is invalid and unconstitutional* 

Hence the Courts in the Dominion of New Zealand, 
as also in the rest of the British Empire, may be 
called upon to adjudicate upon the validity or con- 
stitutionality of any Act of the Dominion Parliament. 
For if a New Zealand law really contradicts the 
provisions of an Act of Parliament extending to New 
Zealand, no Court throughout the British dominions 
could legally, it is clear, give effect to the enactment 
of the Dominion Parliament. This is an inevitable 
result of the legislative sovereignty exercised by the 
Imperial Parliament. In the supposed case the 

^ See Tarring, Lata Relatiiu/ to the Colonies (2nd cd.), pp. 232-247, 
for a list of imperial statutes which relate to the colonies in general, 
and which therefore no colonial legislation can, e.\cept under powers 
given by some Act of the Imperial Parliament, contravene. 
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Dominion Parliament commands the judges to act in 
a particular manner, and the Imperial Parliament 
'commands them to act in another manner. Of these 
two commands the order of the Imperial Parliament 
is the one which must he obeyed. This is the .very 
meaning of Parliamentary sovereignty. Whenever, 
therefore, it is alleged that any enactment of the 
Dominion Parliament is repugnant to the provisions 
of any Act of the Imperial Parliament extending to 
the colony, the tribunal before which the objection 
is raised must pronounce upon the validity or con- 
stitutionality of the colonial law.* 

The constitution of New Zealand is created by and 
depends upon the New Zealand Constitution Act, 
1852, 15 &'16 Viet. c. 72, and the Acts amending 
the same. One might therefore expect that the 
Parliament of the Dominion of New Zealand, which 
may conveniently bo called the New Zealand Parlia- 
ment, would c.xhibit that “mai-k of subordination” 
which consists in the inability of a legislative body 
to change fundamental or constitutional laws, or 
(what is the same thing) in the clearly drawn distinc- 
tion between ordinary laws which the legislature can 
change and laws of the constitution which it cannot 
change, at any rate when acting in its ordinary 
legislative character. But this anticipation is hardly 
borne out by an examination into the Acts creating 
the constitution of New Zealand. A comparison of 
the Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865, s. 5, with 
the New Zealand Constitution Act, as subsequently 
amended, shows that the New Zealand Parliament 

* Sse PomU v. Apollo Gandk Co., 10 App. Cai 282 ; Hodge v. 
The Queen, 9 App. Cas. 117. * 
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Parti, cau change the articles of tlie constitution. This 
power, derived from imperial statutes, is of course in 
no way inconsistent with the legal sovereignty of the 
Imperial Parliament.^ One may fairly therefore 
assert that the New Zealand Parliament, in common 
with many other colonial legislative assemblies, is, 
though a “subordinate,” at once a legislative and 
a constituent assembly. It is a “subordinate” 
assembly" because its powers are limited by the 

1 The constitutions of some self-governing colonies, tjg. Victoria, 
certainly show that a Victorian law altering the constitution must in 
some instances he passed in a manner different from the mode in 
which other laws arc passed. Tliis is a faint recognition of the 
difference between fundamental and other laws. Compare 18 & 18 
Viet. c. 55, Sched. I, s. 80 ; hut there appears to have been considerable 
laxity in regard to observing these constitutional piovisions. See 
Jenks, Govermiieiit of Victoria, pp. 247-249. 

s It is usually tlie case that a self-governing colony, suoli as New 
Zealand, lias the power in one form or another to change the colonial con- 
stitution. The c.xtent,7iowever, of this power, and the inode in which it 
can be exercised, depends upon the terms of the Act of Parliament, or of 
the charter creating or amending the colonial constitution, and differs in 
different cases. Thus the Parliament of New Zealand can change almost 
all, though not (juite all, of the articles of the constitution, and can 
change them in the same manner in which it can change an ordinary 
colonial law. Tlie Parliament of the Canadian IJominion cannot 
change the constitution of the Dominion. Tlie Parliament of the 
Australian Coiniuonwealth, on the other hand, occupies a peculiar 
position. It can by virtue of the terms of the constitution itself alter, 
by way of <irdiiiaiy legislation, certain of the articles of the constitution 
(see, Constitution of Comiuoiiwcalth, ss. 05, G7), whilst it cannot, by 
way of ordinary legislation, change other articles of the constitution. 
’ All the articles, however, of the constitution which cannot he changed 
by ordinary Parliamentary legislation can — subject, of course, to the 
sanction of the Crown — be altered or abrogated by the Houses of the 
Parliament, and a vote of the people of the Coininonwealth, as provided 
-by tlie Constitution of the ComraonwenUh, s. 128. The point to be 
specially noted is, that the Imperial Parliament, as a rule, enables a 
self-governing colony to change the colonial constitution. The excep- 
tion in the case of Canada is more apparent than real j the Imperial 
Parliament would no doubt give clfect„to any change clearly desired 
by tile inhabitants of the Canadian Dominion 
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legislation of the Imperial Parliament ; it is a con- Chapter 
stituent assembly since it can change the articles of — L_ 
the constitution of New Zealand. The authority of 
the New Zealand Parliament to change the articles of 
of the constitution of New Zealand is from several 
points of view worth notice. 

We have here a decisive proof that there is no 
necessary connection between the written character 
and the immutability of a constitution. The New 
Zealand constitution is to be found in a written docu- 
ment; it is a statutory enactment. Yet the articles 
of this constitutional statute can be changed by the 
Parliament which it creates, and changed in the 
.same manner as any other law. This may seem an 
obvious matter enough, but writers of eminence so 
often use language which implies or suggests that 
the character of a law is changed by its being 
expressed in the form of a statute as to make it 
worth while noting that a statutory constitution 
need not be in any sense an immutable constitution. 

The readiness again with which the English Parlia- 
ment has conceded constituent powers to colonial 
legislatures shows how little hold is exercised over 
Englishmen by that distinction between fundamental 
and non-fuiidamental laws which runs through almost 
all the constitutions not only of the Continent but 
also of America. The explanation appears to be that 
in England we have long been accustomed to consider 
Parliament as capable of changing one kind of law 
Swith as much ease as another. Hence when English 
statesmen gave Parliamentary government to the 
colonies, they almost as a matter of course bestowed 
upon_ colonial legislatures authority to deal with 
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every law, whether constitutional or not, which 
affected the colony, subject of course to the proviso, 
rather implied than expressed, that this power should 
not be used in a way inconsistent with the supremacy 
of the British Parliament. The colonial legislatures, 
in short, are within their own sphere copies of the 
Imperial Parliament. They are within their own 
sphere sovereign bodies ; but their freedom of action 
is controlled by their subordination to the Parliament 
of the United Kingdom. 

The question may naturally be asked how the 
large amount of colonial liberty conceded to countries 
like New Zealand has been legally reconciled with 
Imperial sovereignty 1 

The inquiry lies a little outside our subject, but 
is not really foreign to it, and well deserves an 
answer. Nor is the reply hard to find if we keep in 
mind the true nature of the difficulty which needs 
explanation. 

The problem is not to determine what are the 
means by which the English Government keeps the 
colonies in subjection, or maintains the political 
sovereignty of the United Kingdom. This is a 
matter of politics with which this book has no 
concern. 

The question to be answered is how (assuming 
the law to be obeyed throughout the whole of the 
British Empire) colonial legislative freedom is made 
compatible with the legislative sovereignty of Parlia- 
ment? How are the Imperial Parliament and the 
colonial legislatures prevented from encroaching on 
each other’s spheres ? 
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Mo one will think this inquiry needless who Chapter 
remarks that in confederations, such as the United 
States, or the Canadian Dominion, the Courts are 
constantly occupied in determining the boundaries 
which divide the legislative authority of the Central 
Government from that of the State Legislatures. 

The assertion may sound paradoxical, but is Conflicts 
nevertheless strictly true, that the acknowledged (T^Mprem- 
legal supremacy of Parliament is one main cause of StsiiP»r- 
the wide power of legislation allowed to colonial : 
assemblies. 

The constitutions of the colonies depend directly 
or indirectly upon imperial statutes. No lawyer 
questions that Parliament could legally abolish any 
colonial constitution, or that Parliament can at any 
moment legislate for the colonies and repeal or over- 
ride any colonial law whatever. Parliament moreover 
does from time to time pass Acts affecting the 
colonies, and the colonial,' no less than the English, 

Courts completely admit the principle that a statute 
of the Imperial Parliament binds any part of the 
British dominions to which the statute is meant to 
apply. But when once this is admitted, it becomes 
obvious that there is little necessity for defining or 
limiting the sphere of colonial legislation. If an Act 
of the New Zealand Parliament contravenes an 
imperial statute, it is for legal purposes void ; and if 
an Act of the New Zealand Parliament, though not 
infringing upon any statute, is so opposed to the 
interests of the Empire that it ought not to be 
passed, the British Parliament may render the Act 
of no effect by means of an imperial statute. 

* See Todd, ParliaiHentary Govmme7it, pp. 168-192. 
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This course, however, is riu'cly, if ever, necessary ; 
for Parliament exerts authority over colonial legisla- 
tion by in effect regulating the use of the Crown’s 
“ veto ” in regard to colonial Acts. This is a matter 
which itself needs a little explanation. 

The Crown’s right to refuse assent to bills which 
have passed through the Houses of Parliament is 
practically obsolete.^ The power of the Crown to 
negative or veto the bills of colonial legislatures 
stands on a different footing. It is virtually, though 
not in name, the right of the Imperial Parliament 
to limit colonial legislative independence, and is 
frequently exercised. 

^ Thia statenieut liaa been questioned — see Hearn (2nd ed,), p. 63 
— but is, it is submitted, correct Tlie so-called “ veto ” baa never 
been employed as regards auy public bill since tbe accession of the 
House of Ilanover. When George tbe Third wished to stop the 
p.i89ing of Fox’s India Bill, he abstained from using tbe Crown’s 
right to dissent from proposed l^islation, but availed himselt of his 
influence in the House of Lords to procure the rejection of the measure. 
No stronger proof could be given that the right of veto was more than 
a century ago already obsolete. But the slatemeut that a power is 
practically obsolete does not involve the assertion that it could under 
no conceivable circumstances be revived. On the whole subject of the 
veto, and the different senses in which the expression is used, the 
reader should consult an excellent article by Professor Orelli of Zurich, 
to be found under tbe word “Veto” in Encyclopedia Britannica (9tli 
ed.), XXIV. p. 208. 

The history of the Royal Veto curiously illustrates the advantage 
which sometimes arises from keeping alive in theory prerogatives which 
may seem to he practically obsolete. The Crown’s legislative “ veto ” 
has certainly long been unused in England, but it has turned out a 
convenient method of regnlaliug the relation between the United 
Kingdom and the Colonies. If the right of the King to refuse his 
as:,ent to a bill which had passed the two Houses of Parliament had 
been abolished by statute, it would have been difficult, if not im- 
possible, for the King to veto, or disallow, Acta passed by the Parliament 
of a self-governing colony, e.g. New Zealand. It would, in other words, 
have been hard to create a parliamentary veto of colonial legislation. 
Yet the existence of such a veto, which ought to be, and is, sparingly 
used, helps to hold together the federation known as the British Empire. 
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This check on colonial legislation is exerted in 
two dififerent mannei’s.' 

The Governor of a colony, say New Zealand, may 
directly refuse his assent to a bill passed by both 
Houses of the New Zealand Parliament. In this case 
the bill is finally lost, just as would be a bill which 
had been rejected by the colonial council, or as would 
be a bill passed by ihe English Houses of Parliament 
if the Crown were to exert the obsolete prerogative of 
refusing the royal assent. The Governor, again, may, 
without refusing his assent, reserve the bill for the 
consideration of the Crown. In such case the bill 
does not come into force until it has received the 
royal assent, which is in effect the assent of the 
English Ministry, and therefore indirectly of the 
Imperial Parliament. 

1 Tlic mode in irliicli the power to veto colonial legislation is 
exercised may be best understood from the following extract from the 
Rules and Regulations printed some years ago by the Colonial Office : — 

BULES AND REGULATIONS 
CHAm'BB III 

§ 1. Legislulive ConncUa mul Asamilics 

48. In every colony llie Governor has authority either to give or to withhold 
his assent to laws passed by the other hraiiches or menihri's ol the Legislature, 
and until that assent is given no such law is valid or binding, 

49. Laws are in some case.s passed with .suspending clauses ; that is, although 
assented to by the Governor they do not come into operation or take effect in the 
colony until they shall hare been specially coiifiniied by Her Majesty, and in 
other coses Parliament has for the same purpose empowered the Governor to 
reserve laws for the Crown's assent, instead of himself assenting or refusing his 
as.sent to tiiem. 

50. Every law which has received the Governor's as.sent (unless it contains a 
suspending clause) comes into operation iniiiiediately, or at the time speciOed in 
the law itself. B.iit the Crown retains power to disallow the law ; and if -such 
power he exerpised ... the law ceases to have operation from the date at which 
such disallowance is published in the colony. 

51. In colonies having representative assemblies the disallowance of any law, 

or the Crown's assent to a reserved biU, is signified by order in council. The 
confirmation of an Act passed with a suspending clause, is not signified by 
order in council unless this mode of confirmation is required by the terms of the 
suspending clause itself, or by some special provision in the constitution of the 
colour. • 
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The Governor, on the other Jiand, may, as repre- 
senting the Crown, give his assent to a New Zealand 
■bill. The bill thereupon comes into force throughout 
New Zealand. But such a bill, though for a time a 
valid Act, is not finally made law even in New Zealand, 
since the Crown may, after the Governor’s assent has 
been given, disallow the colonial Act. The case is thus 
put by Mr. Todd : — “ Although a governor as repre- 

52 In Crown colonies tlic allownuce or disallowance of any law is generally 
signified by desp.atcli. 

53. In some eases a period is limited, after the expiration of which local 
enactments, though not actually disallowed, cease to have the authority of law in 
the colony, unless before the lapse of that time Her Majesty’s confirniation of 
them shall have been signified there ; but the general rule is otherwise. 

54. In colonies possessing representative assemblies, laws purport to be made 
by the Queen or by the Governor on Her Majesty’s behalf or sometimes by the 
Ghevernor alone, omitting any express reference to Her Majesty, with the advice 
and consent of the council and assembly. Tlioy are almost invariably designated 
as A.cts. In colonies not having such assemblies, laws are designated as ordin- 
ances, and purport to he made by the Governor, with the advice and consent of 
the Legislative Council (or in British Guiana of the Court of Policy), 

The " veto,” it will be perceived, may be exercised by one of two 
essentially different methods : first, by the refusal of the Governor's 
assent ; secondly, by the exercise of the royal power to disallow laws 
even when assented to by the Governor. As further, the Governor 
may reserve bills for the royal consideration, and as colonial laws are 
sometimes passed containing a danse which suspends their operation 
until the signification of the royal assent, the check on colonial 
legislation may be exercised in four different forms — 

^ (1) The refusal of the Governor’s assent to a bill. 

' (2) Eeservation of a bill for the consideration of the Crown, and 
the subsequent lapse of the bill owing to the royal assent 
being refused, or not being given within the statutory time. 

(3) The insertion in a bill of a clause preventing it from coming 

into operation until the signification of the royal assent 
thereto, and the want of such royal assent. 

(4) The disallowance by the Crown of a law jiassed by the Colonial 

Parliament with the assent of the Governor. 

The reader should note, however, the essential difference between 
the three first modes and the fourth mode of checking colonial legislation. 
Under the three first a proposed law passed by the colonial legislature 
'never comes into operation in the colony. Under the fourth (^colonial 
law which has come into operation in the colony is annulled or dis- 
allowed by the Crown from the date of'such disallowance. In the 
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“ senting the Crown is empowered to give the royal Chapter 
“ assent to bills, this aet is not final and conclusive ; — !_ 
“ the Crown itself having, in point of fact, a second 
“ veto. All statutes assented to by the governor of 
“ a colony go into force immediately, unless they 
“ contain a clause suspending their operation until the 
“issue of a proclamation of approval by the queen 
“ in council, or some other specific provision to the 
“contrary; but the governor is required to trans- 
“ mit a copy thereof to the secretary of state for the 
“colonies; and the queen in council may, within 
“two years after the receipt of the same, disallow 
“ any such Act.” ^ 

The result therefore of this state of things is, that 
colonial legislation is subject to a real veto on the 
part of the imperial government, and no bill which 
the English Ministry think ought for the sake of im- 
perial interests to be negatived can, though passed by 
the New Zealand or other colonial legislature, come 
finally into force. The home government is certain 
to negative or disallow any colonial law which, either 
in letter or in spirit, is repugnant to Parliamentary 
legislation, and a large number of Acts can be given 
which on one ground or another have been either 
not assented to or disallowed by the Crown. In 

case of more than one colony, such disallowance must, under the Con- 
stitution Act or lettere-patent, he signified within two yeare, See the 
British North America Act, 1867, see. 56. Compare the Australian 
Constitutions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 76X sees. 32, 33 ; the Australian 
Constitutions Act, 18S0, 13 h 14 Viet. c. 59 ; and the Victoria Con- 
stitution Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 55), sec, 3. 

Under the Australian Commonwealth Act the King may disallow 
.an Act assented to by the GoTernor-General within one year after the 
Governor-General’s assent. (Commonwealth of Australia Constitution 
Act, sec. 59.) 

' Todd, Pwrliamentary C^emirmt in the British Colonies, p. 137. 
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Parti. 1868 the Crown refused assent to a Canadian Act re> 
ducing the salary of the Governor-General.’ In 1872 
the Crown refused a.ssent to a Canadian Copyright 
A-ct because certain parts of it conflicted with imperial 
legislation. In 1873 a Canadian Act was disallowed 
as being contrary to the express terms of the British 
North America Act, 1868 •, and on similar grounds in 
1878 a Cahadiaii Shipping Act was disallowed.® So 
again tlie 6rown has at times in effect passed a veto 
upon Australian Acts for checking Cliiiiese immigra- 
tion.® And Acts passed by a colonial legislature, 
allowing divorce on the ground solely of the husband’s 
adultery or (before the passing of the Deceased Wife’s 
Sister’s Marriage Act, 1907, 7 Edw. VII. c. 47) legal- 
ising marriage with a deceased wife’s sister or with a 
deceased husband’s brother, have (though not consist- 
ently with the general tenor of our colonial policy) 
b6^' sometimes disallowed by the Crown, that is, in 
effect by the home government. 

The general answer therefore to the inquiry, how 
colonial liberty of legislation is made legally recon- 
cilable with imperial sovereignty, is that the complete 
recognition of the supremacy of Parliament obviates 
the necessity for carefully limiting the authority of 
colonial legislatures, and that the home government, 
who in effect represent Parliament, retain by the use 
of the Crown’s veto the power of preventing the 
occurrence of conflicts between colonial and imperial 

^ Todd, Parliammtary Government in the Biitish Colonies, p. 144, 

* Ibid., pp. 147, 150. 

^ As regards the Australian colonics such legislation has, I am in- 
formed, been heretofore checked in the following manner. Immigration 
bills have been reserved for the consideration of the Crown, and the 
assent of the Crown not having been given, have never come into 
force 
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laws. To this it must be added that imperial treaties Chapter 

legally bind the colonies, and that the “ treaty-making L, 

power,” to use an American expression, resides in the 
Crown, and is therefore exercised by the home govern- 
ment ill accordance with the wishes of the Houses of 
Parliament, or more strictly of the House of Commons ; 
whilst the authority to make treaties is, except where 
expressly allowed by Act of Parliament, not possessed 
by any colonial government.^ 

It should, however, be observed that the legisla- 
ture of a self-governing colony is free to determine 
whether or not to pass laws necessary for giving effect 
to a treaty entered into between the imperial govern- 
ment and a foreign power; and further, that there 
might ill practice be great difficulty in enforcing 
within the limits of a colony the terms of a treaty, 
c.g. as to the extradition of criminals, to which 
colonial sentiment was opposed. But this does not 
affect the principle of law that a colony is bound by 
treaties made by the imperial government, and does 
not, unless under some special provision of an Act of 
Parliament, possess authority to make treaties wdth 
any foreign power. 

Any one who wishes justly to appreciate the Policy of 
nature and the extent of the control exerted by Great govern-' 
Britain over colonial legislation should keep two 
points carefully in mind. The tendency, in the first oi' 
place, of the imperial government is as a matter of 
policy to interfere less and less with the action of the 
colonies, whether in the way of law-making ® or other- 

* See Todd, Parliamentary Government in the British Colonies, pp. 

192-218. 

® Thus the New Zealand Deceased Husband’s Brother Act, 1900, 

No. 72, leoralisinn marriage Vith a deceased husband’s brother, the 
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Part I. wise.^ Colonial Acte, in the second place, even when 
finally assented to by the Crown, are, as already 
pointed out, invalid if repugnant to an x\ct of Parlia- 
ment applying to the colony. The imperial policy 
therefore of non-intervention in the local affairs of 
British dependencies combines w'ith the supreme 
legislative authority of the Imperial Parliament to 
render encroachments by the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom on the .sphere of colonial legisla- 
tion, or by colonial Parliaments on the domain of 
imperial legislation, of comparatively rare occur- 
rence.^ 

Immigration Restriction Act, 1901, passed by the Commonwealth 
Parliament, the Immigrants’ Restriction Act, 1907, No. 15, passed 
by the Transvaal Legislature, have all received the sanction of the 
Crown. The last enactment iilustratcs the immen.scly wide legislative 
authority wiiich the home government will under some circumstances 
concede to a colonial Parliament. The Secretary of State for India 
(Mr. Morley) “ regreta that he cannot agree that the Act in question 
“ can be regarded as similar to the legislation already sanctioned in 
“other .self-governing eolonie-s. . . . Section 2 (4) of tlie Transvaal 
“Act introduces a principle to wliich no parallel can be found in 
‘previous leglilation. Thus clause . . . will debar from entry into 
' the Transvaal British subjects who would he free to enter into any 
'‘other colony by proving themselves capable of passing the educa- 
'* tional testa laid down for iiiiinigi-ants. It will, for instance, per- 
‘ mancntly exclude from tlic Trainsvaal members of learned professions 
‘ and graduates of European Universities of Asiatic origin who may 
'‘ in future wish to enter the colony.” See Pari. Paper [Cd. 3887], 
Correspnndeiue relating to Legislation affecting Asiatics in the Transvaal, 
pp. 52, 53, and compare pp. 31, 32. See p. xxxvii, ante. 

' Except in the case of political treaties, such as the Hague Con- 
ventions, the imperial government does not nowadays bind the colonies 
by treaties, but secures the insertion in treaties of clauses allowing 
colonies to adhere to a treaty if they desire to do so. 

* The right of appeal to the Privy Council from the decision of the 
Courts of the colonies is another link strengthening the connection 
between the colonies and England. 

There have been, however, of recent years a good number of 
conflicts between imperial and colonial legislation as to matters affect- 
ing merchant shippinp. 
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II, Foreign Non-sovereign Legislatures. u. 

We p erceive without difficulty that the Parlia- Non- 
merits of even those colonies, such as the Dominion legislatures 
of Canada, or the Australian Commonwealth, which pendent 
are most nearly independent states, are not in reality 
sovereign legislatures. This is easily seen, because 
the sovereign Parliament of the United Kingdom, 
which legislates for the whole British Empire, is 
visible in the background, and because the colonies, 
however large their practical freedom of action, do 
not act as independent powers in relation to foreign 
states ; the Parliament of a dependency cannot itself 
be a sovereign body. It is harder for Englishmen to 
realise that the legislative assembly of an independ- 
ent nation may not be a sovereign assembly. Our 
political habits of thought indeed are so based upon 
the assumption of Parliamentary omnipotence, that 
the position of a Parliament which represents an in- 
dependent nation and yet is not itself a sovereign 
power is apt to appear to us exceptional or anomalous.- 
Yet whoever examines the constitutions of civilised 
countries will find that the legislative assemblies of 
great nations are, or have been, in many cases legisla- 
tive without being constituent bodies. To determine 
in any given case whether a foreign legislature be a 
sovereign power or not we must examine the constitu- 
tion of the state to which it belongs, and ascertain 
whether the legislature whose position is in question 
bears any of the marks of subordination. Such an 
investigation will in many or in most instances show 
that an apparently sovereign assembly is in reality a 
non-sovereign law-making body. 



Pali I, 
France. 


Oonstitu- 
tional 
monarchy 
of LonU 
Philippe. 


ii8 THE SOVEREIGNTY OE PARLIAMENT 

France has within the last hundred and thirty 
years made trial of at least twelve constitutions.' 

These various forms of government have, amidst 
all their differences, possessed in general one common 
feature. They have most of them been based upon 
the recognition of an essential distinction between 
constitutional or “fundamental” laws intended to 
be either immutable or changeable only with great 
difficulty, and “ordinary” laws which could be 
changed by the ordinary legislature in the common 
course of legislation. Hence under the constitutions 
which France has from time to time adopted the 
common Parliament or legislative body has not been 
a sovereign legislature. 

The constitutional monarchy of Louis Philippe, in 
outward appearance at least, was modelled on the 
constitutional monarchy of England. In the Charter 
not a word could be found which expressly limits 
the legislative authority possessed by the Crown 
and the two Chambers, and to an Englishman it 
would seem certainly arguable that under the Orleans 
dynasty the Parliament was possessed of sovereignty. 
This, however, was not the view accepted among French 
lawyers. The “immutability of the Constitution of 
“'France,” writes Tocqueville, “is a necessary con- 
“ sequence of the laws of that country. ... As the 
“'King, the Peers, and the Deputies all derive their 
“jauthority from the Constitution, these three powers 
“ united cannot alter a law by virtue of which alone 
“ they govern. Out of the pale of the Constitution 
“ they are nothing ; where, then, could they take their 

' Demombynes, iej Gorutitutions Eimplennes, ii (2nd ed.), pp- 
1-6. See Appendix, Note I., Eioidity of French Constitutions. 
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“ stand to effect a change in its provisions ? The alter- 
“ native is clear : either their efforts are powerless 
“ against the Charter, which continues to exist in spite 
“ of them, in which case they only reign in the name 
“of the Charter; or they succeed in changing the 
“ Charter, and then the law by which they existed 
“ being annulled, they themselves cease to exist. By 
"destroying the Charter, they destroy themselves. 
“This is much more evident in the laws of 1830 than 
“in those of 1814. In 1814 the royal prerogative 
“ took its stand above and beyond the Constitution ; 
“ but in 1830 it was avowedly created by, and de- 
“ pendent on, the Constitution. A part, therefore, of 
“ die French Constitution is immutable, because it is 
“ united to the destiny of a family ; and the body of 
“ the Constitution is equally immutable, because there 
“ appear to be no legal means of changing it. These 
“ remarks are not applicable to England. That country 
“ having no written Constitution, who can assert when 
“ its Constitution is changed ? ” * 

Tocqueville’s reasoning ® may not carry con- 
viction to an Englishman, but the weakness of his 
argument is of itself strong evidence of the influence 
of the hold on French opinion of the doctrine which 
it is intended to support, namely, that Parliamentary 
sovereignty was not a recognised part of French con- 
stitutionalism. The dogma which is so naturally 

^ A. lie Toequeville, Democracy in America, ii. (translation), App. 
pp. 322, 32.3. (Euvres Oomplitei, i. p. 311. 

® His view is certainly paradoxical. (See Duguit, Manuel de droit 
Constitutionnel Francis, s. 149, p. 1090.) As a matter of fact one 
provision of tlie Charter, namely, art. 2.3, regulating the appointment 
of Peers, was changed hy the ordinary process of legislation. See' 
Law of 29th December 1831, Hdlie, Cmistituiions de la France, 
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assented to by Englislunen contradicts that idea of 
the essential difference between constitutional and 
other laws which appears to have a firm hold on most 
foreign statesmen and legislators. 

The Republic of 1848 expressly recognised this 
distinction ; no single article of the constitution pro- 
claimed on 4th Xovember 1848 could be changed in 
the same way as an ordinarj- law. The legi.slative 
assembly sat for three years. In the last year of its 
existence, and then only, it could by a majorit}’’ of 
three-fourtbj, and not otherv\-i3e, convoke a constituent 
body with authority to modify the constitution. This 
constituent and sovereign assembly differed in num- 
bars, and otherwise, from the ordinary non-sovereign 
legislature. 

The National Assembly of the French Republic 
exerts at least as much direct authority as the English 
Houses of Parliament. The French Chamber of 
Deputies exercises at least as much influence on the 
appointment of Blinisters, and controls the action of 
the government, at least as strictly as does our House 
of Commons. The President, moreover, does not 
possess even a theoretical riglit of veto. For all 
this, however, the French Parliament is not a sove- 
reign assembly, but is bound by the ]aw.s of the 
constitution in a way in wdiich no law binds our 
Parliament. The articles of the constitution, or 
“fundamental laws,” stand in a totally different 
position from the ordinary law of the land. Under 
article 8 of the constitution, no one of these funda- 
mental enactments can be legally changed otherwise 
than subject to the foUowing provisions : — 

“ 8. Les Chamhres auront le droit, par dUibira- 
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“ lions sdparees, prises dans chaciine a la mcyoritS 
“absolue des voix, soil sjiontandment, soil snr la 
“ demande du President de la Jtepuhlufie, de ddclarer 
“ qu'il y a lieu de reviser les lois constilulionnelles. 

“ Apres qne chacune des deux Chamhrcs aura pris 
“ cette resolution, elles se reiiniront en Assemblde 
“nationale pour proccder d la revision. — Les (U- 
“ liberations portanb revision des lois constitution- 
"nelles, en tout ou en partie, devront etre prises 
“A la majontd absolue des memhres composant 
“ I’Assemblee nationale.”'^ 

Supreme legislative power is therefore under the 
Eepublic vested not in the ordinary Parliament of 
two Chambers, but in a “ national assemljl}’',” or con- 
gress, composed of the Chamber of Deputies and the 
Senate sitting together. 

The various constitutions, in short, of France, 

^ Dugnit et Monnier, Les Gonslilutioni de la France depuu ITS 9, 
pp. 320, 321. A striking example of the difference between English 
and Flench constitutionalism is to be found in the division of opinion 
which exists between French writers of authority on the answer to the 
inquiry whether the French Chambers, when sitting together, have 
constitutionally the right to change the constitution. To an English- 
man the question seems hardly to admit of discussion, for Art. 8 of the 
constitutional laws enacts in so many words that these laws may he 
revised, in the manner therein set forth, hy the Chambers when silting 
together as a National Assembly. Many French constitutionalists there- 
fore lay down, as would any English lawyer, that the Assembly is a 
constituent os well as a legislative body, and is endowed with the right 
to change the constitution (Duguit, Manuel, s. 151 ; Moreiiu, Prixis 
elrmentaire de droit constituliannel (Paris, 1892), p. 149). But some 
eminent authorities maintain that this view is erroneous, and that in 
spite of the words of the constitution the ultimate right of constitu- 
tional amendment must be exercised directly by the French people, and 
that therefore any alteration in the constitutional laws by the Assembly 
lacks, at any rate, moral validity unless it is ratified by the direct vote 
of the eleetors. (See, on the one side, Dugnit, Manuel, s. 151 ; Bard ct 
^biquet, La Constitution frangaise de 187 S (2nd ed.), pp. 374-390, 
and on the other side, Ksmein, Droit Constitutionnel (4th ed.), p. 907 i 
Borgeaud, Etablissemmt et BArision des Constitutions, pp. 303-307.) 
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which are in this respect fair types of continental 
poUtias,’ exhibit, as compared with the expansiveness 
or “flexibility” of English institutions, that char- 
acteristic which may be conveniently described as 
“ rigidity.” * 

And here it is worth while, with a view to under- 
standing the constitution of our own country, to make 
perfectly clear to ourselves the distinction already 
referred to between a “ flexible ” and a “ rigid ” con- 
stitution. 

A “ flexible ” constitution is one under which every 
law of every description can legally be changed with 
the same ca.se and in the same manner by one and 
the same body. The “ flexibility ” of our constitu- 
tion consists in the right of the Crown and the two 
Houses to modify or repeal any law whatever ; they 
can alter the succession to the Crown or repeal the 
Acts of Union in the same manner in which they 
can pass an Act enabling a company to make a new 
railway from Oxford to London. With us, laws there- 
fore arc called constitutional, because they refer to 
subjects supposed to affect the fundamental institu- 
tions of the state, and not because they are legally 
more sacred or difficult to change than other laws. 

* No constitution better merits study in tiiis as in other respects 
than tlie constitution of Belgium. Tliough formed after the English 
model, it rejects or omits the principle of Parliamentary sovereignty. 
The ordinary Parliament cannot change anything in the constitution ; 
it is a legislative, not a constituent body ; it can declare tliat there is 
reason for changing a particular constitutional provision, and having 
done so is vpio facto dissolved {aprh» cette declaration les deux chambrtt 
lont diimuta de plein droit). The new Parliament thereupon 
elected has a right to change the constitutional article which has 
been declared subject to change {Constitvtim de La Belgique, Arte. 
1 . 11 , 71 ). 

® See Appendix, Note L, Rirndity of French Constitutions. 
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And as a matter of fact, tlie meaning of the word 
“constitutional” is in England so vague that the 
term “a constitutional law or enactment” is rarely 
applied to any English statute as giving a definite 
description of its character. 

A “ rigid ” constitution is one under which certain 
laws generally known as constitutional or fundamental 
laws cannot be changed in the same manner as 
ordinary laws. The “rigidity” of the constitution, 
say of Belgium or of France, consists in the absence 
of any right on the part of the Belgian or French 
Parliament, when acting in its,- ordinary capacity, to 
modify or repeal certain definite laws termed consti- 
tutional or fundamental. Under a rigid constitution 
the term “ constitutional ” as applied to a law has a 
perfectly definite sense. It means that a particular 
enactment belongs to the articles of the constitution, 
and cannot be legally changed with the same ease and 
in the same manner as ordinary laws. The articles of 
the constitution will no doubt generally, though by no 
means invariably, be found to include all the most 
important and fundamental laws of the state. But it 
certainly cannot be asserted that where a constitution 
is rigid all its articles refer to matters of supreme 
importance. The rule that the French Parliament 
must meet at Versailles was at one time one of the 
constitutional laws of the French Ecpublic. Such 
an enactment, however practically impoitaut, would 
never in virtue of its own character have been termed 
constitutional ; it was constitutional simply because 
it was included in the articles of the constitution.'- 
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1 The terms “ flexible ” aijjl “ rigid ” (originally suggested by my 
friend Mr. Bryce) are, it should be remarked, used throughout this 
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The contrast between the flexibility of the English 
and the rigidity of almost every foreign constitution 
suggests two interesting inquiries. 

Firsts Docs the i-igidity of a constitution secure 
its permanence and invest the fundamental institu- 
tions of the state with practical immutability ? 

To this inquiiy historical experience gives an 
indecisive answer. 

In some instances the fact that certain laws or 
institutions of a state have been marked off as placed 
beyond the sphere of political controversy, has, appar- 
ently, prevented that process of gradual innovation 
which in England has, within not much more than 
sixty years, transformed our polity. The constitution 
of Belgium stood for more tlian half a century with- 
out undergoing, in form at least, any material change 
whatever. The constitution of the United States has 
lasted for more than a hundred years, but has not 
undergone anything like the amount of change which 
has been experienced by the constitution of England 
since the death of George the Third.’ But if the 


work without any connotation either of praise or of hlame. The 
flexibility and expansiveness of the English constitution, or the rigidity 
and immutability of, the constitution of the United States, may 
each be qualities which according to the judgment of different critics 
deserve either admiration or censure. With such judgments this 
treatise has no concern. My whole aim is to make clear to my 
readers the exact difference between a flexible and a rigid constitu- 
tion. It is not my object to pronounce any opinion on the question 
whether the flexibility or rigidity of a given polity be a merit or a 
defect. 

* No donht the constitution of the United States has in reality; 
though not in form, changed a good deal since the beginning of last 
century ; but the change has been effected far less by formally enacted 
constitutional amendments than by the growth of customs or institu- 
tions which have modified the working without altering the articles of 
the constitution 
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iuilexibility of constitutional laws has in certain 
instances checked the gradual and unconscious 
process of innovation by which the foundations of a 
commonwealth are undermined, the rigidity of consti- 
tutional forms has in other cases provoked revolution. 
The twelve unchangeable constitutions of France have 
each lasted on an average for less than ten years, 
and have fret[uently perished by violence. Louis 
Philippe’s monarchy was destroyed within seven years 
of the time when Tocqueville pointed out that no 
power existed legally capable of altering the articles 
of the Charter. In one notorious instance at least 
— and other examples of the same phenomenon 
might be produced from the annals of revolutionary 
France — the immutability of the constitution was 
the ground or excuse for its violent subversion. 
The best plea for the Coup dJetat of 1851 was, 
that while the French people wished for the re- 
election of the President, the article of the con- 
stitution requiring a majority of three -fourths of 
the legislative assembly in order to alter the law 
which made the President’s re-election impossible, 
thwarted the will of the sovereign people. Had the 
Republican Assembly been a sovereign Parliament, 
Louis Napoleon would have lacked the plea, which 
seemed to justify, as well as some of the motives 
which tempted him to commit, the crime of the 2nd 
of December. 

Nor ought the perils in which France was involved 
by the immutability with which the statesmen of 
1848 invested the constitution to be looked upon as 
exceptional ; they arose from a defect which is in- 
herent in every rigid constitution. The endeavour to 
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create laws which cannot be clianged is an attempt to 
hamper the exercise of sovereign power ; it therefore 
tends to bring the letter of the law into conflict with 
the will of the really supreme power in the state. The 
majority of French electors were under the constitu- 
tion the true sovereign of France ; but the rule which 
prevented the legal re-election of the President in 
effect brought the law of the laud into conflict with 
the will of the majority of the electors, and produced, 
therefore, as a rigid constitution has a natural tend- 
ency to produce, an opposition between the letter 
of the law and the wishes of the sovereign. If 
the inflexibility of French constitutions has provoked 
revolution, the flexibility of English institutions has, 
once at least, saved them from violent overthrow. 
To a student, who at this distance of time calmly 
studies the history of the first Eeform Bill, it is 
apparent, that in 1832 the supreme legislative auth- 
ority of Parliament enabled the nation to carry 
through a political revolution under the guise of a 
legal reform. 

The rigidity, in short, of a constitution tends to 
check gradual innovation ; but, just because it impedes 
change, may, under unfavourable circumstances, occa- 
sion or provoke revolution. 

Secondly, What are the safeguards which under 
a ris;id constitution can be taken against unconstitu- 
tional legislation 1 

The general answer to our inquiry (which of 
course can have no application to a country like 
England, ruled by a sovereign Parliament) is that 
two methods may be, and have been, adopted by 
the makers of constitutions,' with a view to render- 




NON-SOVEREIGN LA W-MAKING BODIES 


12 / ■■ 


ing unconstitutional legislation, either impossible, or Chapter 
inoperative. 

Reliance may be placed upon the force of public 
opinion and upon the ingenious balancing of political 
powers for restraining the legislature from passing 
unconstitutional enactments. This system opposes 
unconstitutional legislation by means of moral sanc- 
tions, which resolve themselves into the influence of ' 
public Sentiment- 

Authority, again, may be given to some person 
or body of persons, and preferably to the Courts, 
to adjudicate upon the constitutionality of legislative 
acts, and treat them as void if they are ineonsistcnt 
with the letter or the spirit of the constitution. This 
system attempts not so much to prevent unconstitu- 
tional legislation as to render it harmless through the 
intervention of the tribunals, and rests at bottom on 
the authority of the judges. 

This general account of the two methods by 
wliich it may be attempted to secure the rigidity of 
a constitution is hardly intelligible without further 
illustration. Its meaning may be best understood 
■ by a comparison between the different policies in 
regard to the legislature pursued by two different 
classes of constitutionalists. 

French constitution-makers and their continental Safeguards 
followers have, as we have seen, always attached })y°coiit?. 
vital importance to the distinction between funda- con^tu- 
mental and other laws, and therefore have constantly tioaaiiats. 
created legislative assemblies which possessed “ legis- 
lative” without possessing “constituent” powers. 

French statesmen have therefore been forced to 
devise means for keeping the ordinary legislature 
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cedure has been marked by a certain uniformity ; 
they have declared on the face of the constitution 
the exact limits imposed upon the authority of the 
legislature ; they have laid down as articles of the 
constitution whole bodies of maxims intended to 
guide and control the course of legislation; they 
'• have provided for the creation, by special methods 
and under special conditions, of a constituent body 
which alone should be entitled to revise the con- 
stitution. They have, in short, directed their 
attention to restraining the ordinary legislature from 
attempting any inroad upon the fundamental laws 
of the state ; but they have in general trusted to 
public sentiment,^ or at any rate to political con- 
siderations, for inducing the legislature to respect 
the restraints impo.sed on its authority, and have 
usually omitted to provide machinery for annulling 


1 “Aucun des pouvoirs instituc.ii par la constitution n’a le droit 
“ de la cllaugei dans son ensemble iii dans ses partic.s, sauf les r^formes 
“ qui pourront y etre faites par la voie dc la revision, conform^ment 
“aux dispositions du titre VII. ci-dessus. 

“ L’Asseniblee nationale constituante en reinet le d^put 1 la 
“ fidelite du Corps legislatif, du Eoi et des juges, i la vigilance des 
“ ptres de faniillc, aux dpouses et aux niiires, i I’affection des jeunes 
“citoyens, au courage de tons les Frangais.” — Constitution dc 1791, 
Tit. vii. Art. 8 ; Duguit et Monnier, Les Cmistitutions de la France 
depnis 17H9, p. 34. 

These are the terms in which the National As.sembly entrusts the 
Constitution of 1791 to the guardianship of the nation. It is just 
po.ssible, though not likely, that the reference to the judges is intended 
to contain a hint that the Courts should annul or treat as void un- 
constitutional laws. Under the Constitution of the Year VIII. the 
senate had authority to annul unconstitutional laws. But this 
was rather a veto on what in England we should call Bills than 
a power to make void laws duly enacted. See Constitution of 
Year VIII., Tit. ii. Arts. 26, 28, H^lie, Les Constitutions de la 
France, p. 579. 
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unconstitutional euactmoute, or for rendering them 
of no effect. 

These traits of French constitutionalism are 
specially noticeable in the three earliest of French 
political experiments. The Monarchical constitution 
of 1791, the Democratic constitution of 1793, the 
Directorial constitution of 1795 exliihit, under all 
their diversities, two features in common.' They 
each, on the one hand, confine the power of the legis- 
lature within very narrow limits indeed ; under the 
Directory, for instance, the legislative body could not 
itself change any one of the 377 articles of the con- 
stitution, and the provisions for creating a constituent 
assembly were so framed that not the very least 
alteration in any of these articles could have been 
carried out within a period of less than nine years.® 
None of these constitutions, on tlie other hand, 
contain a hint as to the mode in which a law is 
to be treated which is alleged to violate the con- 
stitution. Their framers indeed hardly seem to 
have recognised the firct that enactments of the 
legislature might, without being in so many words 
opposed to the constitution, yet be of dubious con- 
stitutionality, and that some means would be 
needed for determining whether a given law was 
or was not in opposition to the principles of the 
constitution. 

These characteristics of the revolutionary consti- 
tutions have been repeated in the works of later 
French constitutionalists. Under the present French 

’ See Appendix, Note I., Bigidity of French Constitutions. 

2 See Constitution of 1795, Tit. xiii. Art. 338, Hdlie, ira Consti- 
(uitont dc la France, p. 463. * 
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Republic there exist a certain mimher of laws (not 
it is true a very large number), which the Parlia- 
ment cannot change; and what is perhaps of more 
consequence, the so-called Congress^ could at any 
time increase the number of fundamental laws, and 
thereby greatly decrease the authority of future 
Parhameiits. The constitution, however, contains 
no article providing against the possibility of an 
ordinary Parliament carrying through legislation 
greatly in excess of its constitutional powers. Any 
one in fact who bears in mind the respect paid 
in France from the time of the Revolution on- 
wards to the legislation of de, facto governments 
and the traditions of the French judicature, will 
assume wdth confidence that an enactment passed 
through the Chambers, promulgated by the Presi- 
dent, and published iu the Bulletin des Lois, will 
be held valid by every tribunal throughout the 
Republic. 

This curious result therefore ensues. The restric- 
tions placed on the action of the legislature under 
the French constitution are not in reality laws, since 
they are not rules which in the last resort will be 
enforced by the Courts. Their true character is that 
of maxims of political morality, which derive what- 
ever -Strength they possess from being formally in- 
scribed in the constitution and from the resulting 
support of public opinion. What is true of the con- 
stitution of France applies with more or less force to 
other polities which have been formed under the 

^ The term U used h/ Freavli writer's, but does not appear in the 
Lou ComtitutionneUa, and one would rather gather that the proper' 
title for a so-called Coni^rces is L’Assembi^e Kationale. 
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iullueuce of Freiicli ideas. The Belgian constitution, Chapter 
for example, restricts the action of the Parliament 
no less than does the Republican constitution of 
France. But it is at least doubtful whether Belgian 
constitutionalists have provided any means whatever 
for invalidating laws which diminish or do away 
with the rights the right of freedom of speech) 
“guaranteed” to Belgian citizens. The jurists of 
Belgium maintain, in theory at least, that an Act of 
'Parliament opposed to any article of the constitution 
ought to be treated by the Courts as void. But 
during the whole period of Belgian independence, no 
tribunal, it is said, has ever pronounced judgment 
upon the constitutionality of an Act of Parliament. 

This shows, it may be said, that the Parliament has 
respected the constitution, and certainly affords some 
evidence that, under favourable circumstances, formal 
.decSirations of rights may, from their influence on 
popular feeling, possess greater weight than is gener- 
ally attributed to them in England; but it also 
suggests the notion that in Belgium, as in France, 
the restrictions on Parliamentary authority are sup- 
ported mainly by moral or political sentiment, and 
are at bottom rather constitutional understandings 
than laws. 

To an English critic, indeed, the attitude of con- 
tinental and especially of revolutionary statesmen 
towards the ordinary legislature bears an air of 
paradox. They seem ■ to be almost equally afraid 
of leaving the authority bf tllh ordinary legislature 
, unfettered, and of taking tie steps by which the 
legislature may be prevented from breaking through 
the bonds inaposed ufion its power. The explanation 
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of this apparent inconsistency is to be found in two 
sentiments which have influenced French constitu- 
tion-makers from the very outbreak of the Revolution 
— an over-estimate of the efi’ect to be produced by 
general declarations of rights, and a settled jealousy 
of any intervention by the judges in the sphere of 
politics.^ We shall see, in a later chapter, that the 
public law of France is still r.idically influenced by 
the belief, even now almost universal among French- 
men, that the law Courts must not be allowed to 
interfere in any way whatever with matters of state, 
or indeed with anything affecting the machinery of 
government.^ 

The authors of the American constitution have, 
for reasons that will appear in my next chapter, been 
even more anxious than French statesmen to limit 
the authority of every legislative body throughout 
the Republic. They have further shared the faith 
of continental politicians in the value 230ssessed by 
general declarations of rights. But they have, unlike 
French constitution-makers, directed their attention, 
not so much to preventing Congress and other legis- 
latures from making laws in excess of their powers, 
as to the invention of means by which the effect of 
unconstitutional laws may be nullified; and this 
result they have achieved by making it the duty of 
every judge throughout the Union to treat as void 
any enactment which violates the constitution, and 
thus have given to the restrictions contained in the 
constitution on the legislative authority either of 
Congress or the State legislatures the character of 

A. de Tocqueville, (Riiwes Competes, i. pp. 167, 168. 

2 See amp. XII. 
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real laws, that is, of rules enforced Ly the Courts. 
This system, which makes the judges the guardians 
of the constitution, jirovides the only adequate safe- 
guard which has hitherto been invented against 
unconstitutional legislation. 
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PARLIAMENTARY SOVEREIGNTY AND FEDERALISM 

My present aim is to illustrate tlie nature of Parlia- 
mentary sovereignty as it exists in England, by a 
comparison with the system of government known as 
Federalism as it exists in several parts of the civilised 
world, and especially in the United States of America.’ 

There are indeed to be found at the present time 
three other noteworthy examples of federal govern- 
ment — the Swiss Confederation, the Dominion of 
Canada, and the German Empire.* But while from a 
study of the institutions of each of these states one 
may draw illustrations which 'throw light on our 
subject, it will be best to keep our attention through- 
out this chapter fixed mainly on the institutions of 
the great American Republic. And this for two 
reasons. Tlie Union, in the first place, presents 
the most completely developed type of federalism. 
All the features which mark that scheme of govern- 
ment, and above all the control of the legislature by 
the Courts, are there exhibited in their most salient 

^ On the whole suhjpct of American Federalism the reader should 
consult Mr. Bryce’s American Commonwealth, and with a view to matters 
treated of in this chapter should read with special care vol. i. part L 

® To these we must now (1908) add the Commonwealth of Australia. 
(See Appendix, Note IX., Australian Federalism), [and see further 
the South Africa Act, 1909, 9 Ed. VII. c. 9} 

154 
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and perfect form ; the Swiss Confederation/ moreover, Chapter 
and the Dominion of Canada, are more or less copied 
from the American model, whilst the constitution of 
the German Empire is too full of anomalies, springing 
both from historical and from temporary causes, to be 
taken as a fair representative of any known form of 
government. The Constitution of the United States, 
in the second place, holds a very peculiar relation 
towards the institutions of England. In the principle 
of the distribution of powein which determines its 
form, the Constitution of the United States is the 
exact opposite of the English constitution, the very 
essence of which is, as I hope I have now made clear, 
the unlimited authority of Parliament. But while 
the formal differences between the constitution of the 
American Kepublic and the constitution of the English 
monarchy are, looked at from one point of view, 
immense, the institutions of America are in their 
spirit little else than a gigantic development of the 
ideas which lie at the basis of the political and legal 
institutions of England. The principle, in short, 
which gives its form to our system of government is 
(to use a foreign but convenient expression) “uni- 
tarianism,” or the habitual exercise of supreme legis- 
lative authority by one central power, which in the 
particular case is the British Parliament. The prin- 
ciple which, on the other hand, shapes every part of 

^ Swiss federalism deserves an amount of attention which it has 
only of recent years begun to receive. The essential feature of the 
Swiss Commonwealth is that it is a genuine and natuml democracy, 
but a democracy based on Continental, and not on Anglo-Saxon, ideas 
of freedom and of government. 

The constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia contains at 
least one feature apparently suggested by Swiss federalism. See 
Appendix, Note IX., Australian Federalism. 
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the Amerieuii polit}'-, is tliat distribution of limited, 
executive, legislative, and jiidichil authority among 
bodies each co-ordimite with and inde])endent of the 
other which, we shall in a moment see, is essential to 
the federal form of government. The contrsist there- 
fore between the two polities is seen in its most salient 
form, and the results of this difl’erence are made all 
the more visible because in every other respect the 
institutions of the English people on each side the 
Atlantic rest upon the same notions of law, of justice, 
and of the relation between the rights of individuals 
and the rights of the government, or the state. 

We shall best understand the nature of federalism 
and the points in which a federal constitution stands 
in contrast with the Parliamentary constitution of 
England if we note, first, the conditions essential to 
the existence of a federal state and the aim with 
which such a state is formed ; secondly, the essential 
features of a federal union ; and lastly, certain 
characteristics of federalism which result from its 
very nature, and form points of comjmrison, or con- 
trast, between a federal polity and a system of 
Parliamentary sovereignty. 

A federal state requires for its formation two 
condition sd 

* Por United States see Storjr, Commentaries on the Constitution of 
the United Slates (4tli ed.), and Bryce, Amerimn Commonmalth. 

For Canada see tlie British North America Act, 1867, 30 Viet. c. 3 ; 
Boiirinot, Parliamentary Procedure and Praelice in the Dominion of 
Canada. 

For Switzetl.and see Constitution F/derale de la Confdd&ation Suisse du 
29 Mai 1874; Blnmer, Handbuch dee Schiceieerischen Bundesstaaisreehies ; 
Lowell, Governnxents and Parties in Continental Europe, ii, chaps, xi.-xiii. j 
Sir F. 0. Adams’s Swiss Confederation ; and Appendix, Note VIII., 
Swiss Federalism. 

For the Commonwealth of Australia, the Constitution whereof 
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There must exist, iu the first place, a body of chapter 
countries such as the Cantons of Switzerland, the — !_ 
Colonies of America, or the Provinces of Canada, so ^rpabu rf 
closely connected by locality, by history, by race, or 
the like, as to be capable of bearing, in the eyes of 
their inhabitants, an impress of common nationality. 

It will also be generally found (if wo appeal to 
experience) that lands which now form part of a 
federal state were at some stage of their existence 
bound together by close alliance or by subjection to 
a common sovereign. It were going further than 
facts warrant to assert that this earlier connection is 
essential to the formation of a federal state. But it 
is certain that where federalism flourishes it is in 
general the slowly-matured fruit of some earlier and 
looser connection. 

A second condition absolutely essential to the Existence 
founding of a federal system is the existence of a Bentiment 
very peculiar state of sentiment among the inhabit- 
ants of the countries which it is proposed to unite. 

They must desire union, and must not desire unity. 

If there be no desire to unite, there is clearly no basis 
for federalism ; the wild scheme entertained (it is 
said) under the Commonwealth of forming a union 
between the English Kepublic and the United Pro- 
vinces was one of those dreams which may haunt 
the imagination of politicians but can never be trans- 
formed into fact. If, on the other hand, there be a 
desire for unity, the wish will naturally find its 

deserves carei'ul examination, the reader should consult Quick and 
Garran, Anmtated Constitution of the Australian Commonwealth ; Moore, 

The Commonwealth of Australia ; and Bryce, SMies in History and 
Jurisprudence, i. Essay VIII., “The Constitution of the Commonwealth 
of Australia.” See further, Ap 7 >endix, Kote IX., Australian Federalism. 
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Parti, satisfaction, not under a federal, bnt under a nni- 
tarian constitution; the experience of England and 
Scotland in tbe eighteen tli and of the states of 
Italy in the nineteenth century shows that the sense 
of common interests, or common national feeling, 
may be too strong to allow of that combination of 
union and separation which is the foundation of 
federalism. The phase of sentiment, in short, which 
forms a necessary condition for the formation of a 
federal state is that the people of the proposed state 
should wish to form for many pui-poses a single 
nation, yet should not wish to surrender the in- 
dividual existence of each man’s State or Canton. 
We may perhajjs go a little farther, and say, that 
a federal government will hardly be formed unless 
many of the inhabitants of the separate States feel 
stronger allegiance to their own State than to the 
federal state represented by the common government. 
This was certainly the case in America towards the 
end of the eighteenth century, and in Switzerland at the 
middle of the nineteenth century. In 1 78 T a Virginian 
or a citizen of hlassachusetts felt a far stronger 
attachment to Virginia or to hlassachusetts than to 
the body of the confederated States. In 1848 the 
citizens of Lucerne felt far keener loyalty to their 
Canton than to the confederacy, and the same thing, 
no doubt, hold true in a less degree of the men of 
Berne or of Zurich. The sentiment therefore which 
creates a federal state is the prevalence throughout 
the citizens of more or less allied countries of ,two 
feelings which are to a certain extent inconsistent— 
' the desire for national unity and the determination 
to maintain the independence of each man’s separate 
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State. Tlie aim of federalism is to give effect as far Chapter 

as possible to both these sentiments. L 

A federal state is a political contrivance intended 
to reconcile national unity and power with the main- 
tenance of “state rights.” The end aimed at fixes 
the essential character of federalism. For the method 
by which Federalism attempts to reconcile the ap- 
parently inconsistent claims of national sovereignty 
and of state sovereignty consists of the fornmt^ " 
of a constitution under which the ordinary powers ' 
of sovereignty are elaborately divided between the 
common or national government and the separate 
states. The details of this division vary under every 
diflerent federal constitution, but the general prin- 
ciple on which it should rest is obvious. "Whatever 
concerns the nation as a whole should be placed under 
the control of the national government. All matters 
which are not primarily of common interest should 
remain in the Inmds of the several States. The pre- 
amble to the Constitution of the United States recites 
that “ We, the people of the United States, in order 
“to form a more perfect union, establi.sh justice, 

“ ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common 
“ defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
“ blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, 

“do ordain and establish this Constitution for the 
“ United States of America.” The tenth amendment 
enacts that “ the powers not delegated to the United 
“ States by the Constitution nor prohibited by it to 
“ the States are reserved to the States respectively or 
“to the people.” These two statements, which are 
reproduced with slight alteration in the constitution 
^ See Appendix, Note II., Division of Powers in Federal States. 
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of the Swiss Confederation,* point out the aim and 
lay down the fundamental idea of federalism. 

From tlie notion that national unity can be recon- 
ciled with state independence by a division of powers 
under a common constitution between the nation on 
the one hand and the individual States on the other, 
flow the three leading characteristics of completely 
developed federalism, — ^the supremacy of the constitu- 
tion — the di.stribution among bodies with limited and 
co-ordinate authority of the difiereiit powers oi 
government — the authority of the Courts to act as 
interpreters of the constitution. 

A federal state derives its existence from the 
constitution, just ris a corporation derives its exist- 
ence from the grant by which it is created. Hence, 
every power, executive, legislative, or judicial, whether 
it belong to the nation or to the individual States, is 
subordinate to and controlled by the constitution. 
Neither the President of the United States nor the 
Houses of Congres.s, nor the Governor of Massachusetts, 
nor the Legislature or General Court of Massachusetts, 
can legally exercise a single power which is incon- 
sistent with the articles of the Constitution. This 
doctrine of the supremacy of the constitution is 
familiar to every American, but in England even 
trained lawyers find a difliculty in following it out to 
its legitimate consequences. The difficulty arises from 
the fact that under the English constitution no prin- 
ciple is recognised which bears any real resemblance to 
the doctrine (essential to federalism) that the Con- 
stitution constitutes the “ supreme law of the land.” * 


1 Constitution FiH^ale, PrennUe, and art. 3. 

* See Conetitution of United States, nrt. 6, el. 2. 
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In England avc have laws wliich may be called Chapter 
fundamentaP or constitutional because they deal — L 
with important principles (as, for example, the 
descent of the Crown or the terms of union with 
Scotland) lying at the basis of our institutions, but 
with us there is no such thing as a supreme law, or 
law which tests the validity of other laws. There 
are indeed important statutes, such as the Act em- 
bodying the Treaty of Union with Scotland, with 
which it would be political madness to tamper 
gratuitously ; there are utteidy unimportant statutes, 
such, for example, as the Dentists Act, 1878, which 
may be repealed or modified at the pleasure or 
caprice of Parliament ; but neither the Act of Union 
with Scotland nor the Dentists Act, 1878, has more 
claim than the other to be considered a supreme law. 

Each embodies the will of the sovereign legislative 
power ; each can be legally altered or repealed by 
Parliament ; neither tests the validity of the other. 

Should the Deutists Act, 1878, unfortunately contra- 
vene the terms of the Act of Union, the Act of Union 
would be fro tanto repealed, but no judge would 
dream of maintaining that the Deutists Act, 1878, 
was thereby rendered invalid or unconstitutional. 

The one fundamental dogma of English constitutional 
law is the absolute legislative sovereignty or despotism 
of the King in Parliament. But this dogma is 
incompatible with the existence of a fundamental 
compact, the provisions of v.'bich control every 
authority existing under the constitution,'* 

1 The expression “fundamental laws of England” became cnrreiit 
diiring the controversy as to the payment of ship-money (1635;. 

See Gardiner, History of England, viii. pp. 84, 85. 

2 Compare especially Kent, Commentaries, i. pp. 447-449. 
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In the supremacy of the constitution are inTolved 
three consequences : — 

The constitution must almost necessarily be a 
“ written ” constitution. 

The foundations of a federal state are a compli- 
cated contract. This compact contains a variety of 
terms which have been agreed to, and generally after 
mature deliberation, by the States which make up the 
confederacy. To base an arrangement of this kind 
upon understandings or conventions would be certain 
to generate misunderstandings and disagreements. 
The articles of the treaty, or in other words of the 
constitution, must therefore be reduced to writing. 
The constitution must be a written document, and, if 
possible, a written document of which the terms are 
open to no misapprehension. The founders of the 
American Union left at least one great question 
unsettled. This gap in the Constitution gave an 
opening to the di.sputo which was the plea, if not the 
justification, for the War of Secession.^ 

The constitution must be wdiat I have termed .a 
“ rigid ” * or “ inexpansive ” constitution. 

The law of the constitution must be either legally 
immutable, or else capable of being changed only by 
some authority above and beyond tbe ordinary legis- 


^ No doubt it is conceivable that a federation might grow up by 
the force of custom, and under agreements between different Slates 
•which were not reduced into writing, and it appears to be questionable 
how far the Achasin League was lx)und together by anything equiva- 
lent to a written constitution. It is, however, in the highest degree 
improbable, even if it he not practically impossible, that in modem 
times a federal state could be formed without the framing of some 
document which, whatever the name by which it is called, would be 
in reality a written constitution, regulating the rights and duties of 
the federal government and the States composing the Federation. 

- See pp. 87, 121-124, anle. 
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htive bodies, wlietlier federal or state legislatures, Chapter 

^ III 

existing under the constitution. L 

In spite of the doctrine enunciated by some jurists 
that in every country there must be found some 
person or body legally capable of changing every 
institution thereof, it is hard to see why it should 
be held inconceivable * that the founders of a polity 
should have deliberately omitted to provide any 
means for lawfully changing its bases. Such an 
omission would not bo unnatural on the part of the 
authors of a federal union, since one main object of 
the States entering into the compact is to prevent 
further encroachments upon their several state rights ; 
and in the fifth article of the United States Constitu- 
tion may still be read the record of an attempt to 
give to some of its provisions temporary immutability. 

The question, however, whether a federal constitu- 
tion necessarily involves the existence of some ulti- 
mate sovereign power authorised to amend or alter 
its terms is of merely speculative interest, for under 
existing federal governments the constitution will be 
found to provide the means for its own improvement.* 

It is, at any rate, certain that whenever the founders 

^ Eminent American lawyers, wliose opinion is entitled to the 
highest respect, maintain that under the Constitution there exists no 
person, or body of persons, possessed of legal sovereignty, in the sense 
given by Austin to that term, and it is difficult to see that this opinion 
involves any absuidity. Compare Constitution of United States, art. 

5. It would appear further that certain rights reserved under the 
Constitution of the German Empire to particular States cannot under 
the Constitution be taken away from a State without its assent. (See 
Beichaverfassung, art. 78.) The truth is that a Federal Constitution 
partakes of the nature of a treaty, and it is quite conceivable that the 
authors of the Constitution nmy intend to provide no constitutional 
means of changing its terms except the assent of all the parties to 
the treaty. 

P See c.p.' South Africa .^t, 1909, s. 152.] 
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Part I. of a federal goveriimeut hold the maintenance of a 
federal system to be of primary importance, supreme 
legislative power cannot be safely vested in any 
ordinar)'’ legislature acting under the constitution^ 
For so to vest legislative sovereignty would be incon- 
sistent with the aim of federalism, namely, the per- 
manent division between the spheres of the national 
government and of the several States. If Congress 
could legally change the Constitution, New York and 
Massachusetts would have no legal guarantee for the 
amount of independence reserved to them under the 
Constitution, and would be as subject to the sovereign 
power of Congress as is Scotland to the sovereignty 
of Parliament ; the Union would cease to be a federal 
state, and would become a Unitarian republic. If, on 
the other hand, the legislature of South Carolina 
could of its own will amend the Constitution, the 
authority of the central government would (from a 
legal point of Anew) be illusory; the United States 
would sink from a nation into a collection of inde- 
pendent countries united by the bond of a more or 
less permanent alliance. Hence the power of amend- 
ing the Constitution has been placed, so to speak, 
outside the Constitution, and one may say, with 
sufficient accuracy for our present purpose, that the 

' Under the Constitution of the German Empire the Impeiial 
legislative body can amend the Constitution. But the character of the 
Federal Council {IJundesraih) gives ample .oecurity for the protection of 
State rights. No change in the Constitution can be effected which is 
opposed by fourteen votes in the Federal Council. This gives a veto 
on change to Prussia and to various combinations of some among the 
other States. The extent to which national sentiment and State 
patriotism respectively predominate under a federal system may be 
conjectured from the nature of the authority which has the right to 
modify the Constitution. See Appendix, Note II., Division of Powers 
in Federal St t,3= 
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legal sovereignty of the Tlnite/l States resides in the 
States’ governments as forming one aggregate body 
represented by three-fourths of the several States at 
any time belonging to the Uiiiond Now from the 
necessity for placing ultimate legislative authority in 
some body outside the Constitution a remarkable conse- 
quence ensues. Under a federal as under a Unitarian 
system there exists a sovereign power, but the sovereign 
is in a federal state a despot hard to rouse. He is not, 
like the English Parliament, an ever-wakeful legis- 
lator, but a monarch who slumljcrs .and sleeps. The 
sovereign of tTie' United States has been roused to 
serious action but once during the course of more 
than a century. It needed the thunder of the Civil 
War to break his repose, and it may be doubted 
whether anything short of impending revolution will 
ever again arouse him to activity. But a monarch who 
slumbers for years is like a monarch who does not exist. 
A federal constitution is capable of change, but for all 
that a federal constitution is apt to be unchangeable.® 

^ “ The Coiigi'ess, wlieiiever two-tliiiils of both houses shall deem 
“ it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitution, or, on the 
“application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall 
call a oonveution for proposing anicndnieuts, which, in either case, 
“ shall he valid to all intents and purposes, as jjart of this Constitution, 
“ when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, 
“ or by conventions in three-fourths thei-eof, as the one or the other 
“ mode of ratification may he proposed by the Congress ; protided that 
“ no amendments which may be made prior to the year one thousand 
“ eight hundred and eight shall in any m.anner affect the first and fourth 
“ clauses in the ninth section of the first article ; and that no State, 
“without its consent, sliall be deprived of its ccpial suffrage in the 
“ Senate.” — Constitution of United States, art. 5. Compare Austin, i. 
p. 278, and see Bryce, American Commonxoealth, i. (Sid ed.), chap, xxxii., 
on the Amendment of the Constitution. 

Note, however, the ease uith which the provisions of the Con- 
stitution of the U.S., with regard to the election of Senators by the 
Legislature and the transference of such election to the people of each 
State, have been carried through by Amendment xvii., passed in 1913.1 
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Every legislative assembly existing under a federal 
constitution is merely^ a subordinate law-making 
body, whose laws arc of the nature of bye-laws, valid 
whilst within the authority conferred upon it by the 
constitution, but invalid or unconstitutional if they 
go beyond tlio limits of such authority. 

There is an apparent absurdity ” in comparing the 
legislature of the United States to an English railway 
company or a municipalcorporation,but the comparison 
is just. Congress can, within the limits of its legal 
powers, pass laws which bind every man throughout 
the United States. The Great Eastern Eailway Com- 
pany can, in like manner, pass laws which bind every 
man throughout the British dominions. A law passed 
by Congress which is in excess of its legal powers, as 
contravening the Constitution, is invalid ; a law passed 
by the Great Eastern Railway' Company in excess of 
the powers given by Act of Parliament, or, in other 
words, by the legal constitution of the company, is 
also invalid ; a law passed by Congress is called an 
“Act” of Congress, and if vltra vires is described 
as “ unconstitutional ” ; a law passed by the Great 
Eastern Railway Company is called a “ bye-law," 
and if ult7'a vires is called, not “ unconstitutional,” 
but “ invalid.” Differences, however, of words must 
not conceal from us essential similarity' in things. 
Acts of Congress, or of the Legislative Assembly 
of New York or of Massachusetts, are at bottom 
simply “bye-laws,” depending for their validity 

^ This is BO in the United States, but it need not necessarily be 
so. The Federal Legislatnre may be a sove,reign power but may be 
so constituted that the rights of the States under the Constitution are 
practically protected. This condition of things exists in the German 
Empire. 2 ggg p_ note 1, ante. 
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upon their being within the powers given to Con- Chapter 
gress or to the state legislatures by the Consti- 
tution. The bye-laws of the Great Eastern Railway 
Company, imposing fines upon passengers who travel 
over their line without a ticket, are laws, but they 
are laws depending for their validity upon their 
being within the powers conferred upon the Com- 
pany by Act of Parliament, t.e. by the Company’s 
constitution. Congress and the Great Eastern Rail- 
way Company are in truth each of them nothing 
more than subordinate law-making bodies. Their 
230wer difi'ers not in degree, but in kind, from the 
authority of the sovereign Parliament of the United 
Kingdom.' 

The distribution of powers is an essential feature putribn- 
of federalism. The object for which a federal state powers, 
is formed involves a division of authority between 
the national government and the separate States. 

The powers given to the nation form in effect so many 
limitations upon the authority of the separate States, 
and as it is not intended that the central government 
should have the opportunity of encroaching upon the 
rights retained by the States, its sphere of action 
necessarily becomes the object of rigorous definition. 

The Constitution, for instance,* of the United States 
delegates special and closely defined powers to the 
executive, to the legislature, and to the judiciary of 
the Union, or in effect to the Union itself, whilst it 
provides that the powers “ not delegated to the United 

^ See as to tye-law3 made by municipal corporations, and the 
dependence of their validity upon the powers conferred upon the cor- 
poration : Johmon v. Mayor of Croydon, 16 Q. B. D. 708; Reg. v. 

Powell, 51 L T. 92 ; Mumo v. lYatson, 57 L. T. 366. See Bryce, 

American Commonwealth, i. f3fd ed.), pp. 244, 245. 
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States by the Constitution nor prohibited by it to 
the States are reserved to the States respectively or 
to the people.” ' 

This is all the amount of division which is essen- 
tial to a federal constitution. But the principle of 
definition and limitation of powers harmonises so well 
with the federal spirit that it is generally carried 
much farther than is dictated by the mere logic of the 
constitution. Thus the authority assigned to the 
United States under the Constitution is not concen- 
trated in any single ofiicial or body of officials. The 
President has definite rights, upon which neither 
Congress nor the judicial department can encroach. 
Congress has but a limited, indeed a very limited, 
power of legislation, for it can make laws upon eighteen 
topics only; yet within its own sphere it is inde- 
pendent both of tlie President and of the Federal 
Courts. So, lastly, the judiciary have their own 
powers. They stand on a level both with the Presi- 

1 Coiiititution of United States, Amendments, art. 10. See pro- 
visions of a similar character in the Swiss Constitution, ConsUtutimi 
F&leraU, art. 3. Compare the Constitution of the Canadian Dominion, 
British It orth America Act, 1867, secs. 91, 92. 

There e.iiist.s, however, one niarhed distinction in principle between 
the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the 
Canailian Dominion. The Constitution of the United States in sub- 
stance reserves to the separate States all powers not expressly conferred 
upon tlie national (jovemment The Cnnadian Constitution in sub- 
stance confers upon the Dominion government all powers not assigned 
exclusively to the Provinces. In this matter the Swiss Constitution 
follows that of the United States. 

The Constitution of the Anstralian Commonwealth follows in effect 
the example of the Constitution of the United States. The powers 
conferred upon the Commonwealth Parliament are, though veiy large, 
definite ; the powers reserved to the Parliaments of the States are 
indefinite. See Commonwealth Act, s.’. 51, 52, and 107, and Appendix, 
Note n., Division of Powers in Federal States, and Note IX., Aus- 

tr.nli''n FsiIpi" liani > 
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dent and "with Congress, and tlieir authority (being Chapter 
directly derived from the constitution) cannot, without 
a distinct violation of law, be trenched upon either by 
' the executive or by the legislature. AThere, further. 

States are federally united, certain principles of policy 
or of justice must be enforced upon the whole con- 
federated body as well as upon the separate parts 
thereof, and the very inflexibility of the constitu- 
tion tempts legislators to place among constitutional 
articles maxims which (though not in their nature 
constitutional) have special claims upon respect and 
observance. Hence spring additional restrictions on 
the power both of the federation and of the separate 
states. The United States Constitution prohibits both 
to Congress^ and to the separate States* the passing 
of a bill of attainder or an ex post facto law, the grant- 
ing of any title of nobility, or in effect the laying of 
any tax on articles exported from any State,® enjoins 
that full faith shall be given to the public acts and 
judicial proceedings of every other State, hinders any 
State from passing any law impairing the obligation 
of contracts,^ and prevents every State from entering 
into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; thus it 
provides that the elementary principles of justice, 
freedom of trade, and the rights of individual pro- 
perty shall Ijc absolutely respected throughout the 
length and breadth of the Union. It further ensures 
that the right of the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed, while it also provides that no 
member can be expelled from either House of Con- 

1 Constitution of United States, art. 1, sec. 9. 

^ Ibid., art, 1, sec. 10. 

■' ® JUi., art 1, sec. 9. But conf. art. 1, sec. 10. 

* lUS., art. 1, sec. 10 
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Parti, grcss without the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
House. Other federal constitutions go far beyond 
that of tlie United States in ascribing among con- 
stitutional articles either principles or petty rules 
which are supposed to have a claim of legal sanc- 
tity ; the Swi.s3 Constitution is full of “guaranteed” 
rights. 

Nothing, however, w'ould appear to an English 
critic to afford so striking an example of the con- 
nection between federalism and the “ limitation of 
powers ” as the way in wdiich the principles of the 
federal Constitution pervade in America the constitu- 
tions of the separate States. In no case does the 
legislature of auy one State possess all the powers of 
“state sovereignty" left to the States by the Consti- 
tution of the Republic, and every state legislature is 
subordinated to the constitution of the State.^ The 
ordinary legislature of New York or Massachusetts 
can no more change the state constitution than it can 
alter the Constitution of the United States itself; 
and, though the topic cannot be w’orked out here in 
detail, it may safely be asserted that state govern- 
ment throughout the Union is formed upon the 
federal model, and (what is noteworthy) that state 
constitutions have carried much further than the 
Constitution of the Republic the tendency to clothe 
with constitutional immutability any rules which 
■strike the people as important. Illinois has em- 

^ Contrast 'witli this tlie indefinite powers left to State Parliaments 
■under the Commonwealth of Austrtilia Constitution Act, ss. 106, 107. 
The Constitutionalists of Australia who created the Commonwealth 
have been as much infiuenced hy the traditions of English Parlia- 
mentary sovereignty as American legislators have in their dealings 
with the State Constitutions hcen influenced by the spirit of 
federalism 
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bodied, among fundamental laws, regulations as to 
elevators.^ 

But here, as in other cases, there is great diffi- 
culty in distinguishing cause and effect. If a federal 
form of government has affected, as it probably has, 
the constitutions of the separate States, it is certain 
that features originally existing in the State constitu- 
tions have been reproduced in the Constitution of the 
Union ; and, as we shall see in a moment, the most 
characteristic institution of the United States, the 
Federal Court, appears to have been suggested at 
least to the founders of the Republic, by the relation 
which before 1789 already existed between the state 
tribunals and the state legislatures.^ 

The tendency of federalism to limit on every side 
the action of government and to split up the strength 
of the state among co-ordinate and independent 
authorities is specially noticeable, because it forms 
the essential distinction between a federal system 
such as that of America or Suntzerland, and a Uni- 
tarian system of government such as that which 

^ See Munn v. Illinois, 4 Otto, 113. 

- Euiupeeu ci'iiies ot' Aiiiui'icuu federalism Lave, as Las been well 
remarked by au eiiiiiieiit I'reiicL writer, paid iu general too little atten- 
tion to the working and effect of iLe slsile eoiielitutioiis, and Lave over- 
looked tlie great iiiiporlancc of iLe aclioii of tlic state legislatures. 
See Lontmy, Etudes de Droit Constituhonnd {2nd ed.), pp. 103-111. 

“ It Las been tiuly said tliat nearly every provision of tlie Federal 
“ Constitution tliat Las worked well is one boiTowed from or suggested 
“by some State Constitution ; nearly every provision tliat Las worked 
“ badly is one wLieli tlie Convention, for want of a precedent, was 
“ obliged to devise for itself.” — Bryce, Ameriran Commmiweallli, i. (Sid 
ed.), p. 35. One capital merit of Mr. Bryeft’s book is tliat it for tlie 
first time reveals, even to those who bad already studied American 
institutions, the extent to which the main featiires of the Constitution 
of the United States were suggested to its authors by the clianacteristics 
of the State eovemiieut'’ ® 
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Parti. exiaLs in England or Kussia. We talk indeed of 
the English constitution as resting on a balance of 
powers, and as niaiutaiuiug a division between the 
executive, the legislative, and the judicial bodies. 
These expressions have a real meaning. But they 
have quite a different significance as applied to 
England from the sense which they bear as applied 
to the United States. All the power of the English 
state is concentrated in the Imperial Parliament, and 
all departments of government are legally subject 
to Parliamentary despotism. Our judges are inde- 
pendent, in the sense of holding their office by a 
permanent tenure, and of being raised above the 
direct influence of the Crown or the Ministry ; but the 
judicial department does not pretend to stand on a 
level with Parliament ; its functions might be modi- 
fied at any time by an Act of Parliament ; and such 
a statute would be no violation of the law. The 
Federal Judiciary, on the other hand, arc co-ordinate 
with the President and with Congress, and cannot 
without a revolution be deprived of a single right by 
President or Congress. So, again, the executive and 
the legislature are with us distinct bodies, but they 
are not distinct in the sen.se in which the President 
is distinct from and independent of the Houses of 
Congress. The House of Commons intei’feres with 
administrative matters, and the ]\rinistry are in truth 
placed and kept in office by the House. A modern 
Cabinet would not hold power for a week if censured 
by a newly elected House of Commons. An American 
President may retain his post and exercise his very 
important functions even though his bitterest oppo- 
nents command majorities both in the Senate and 
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in the House of Representatives. UniLaiianlsni, in Cliapter 
short, means the concentration of the strength of the 
state in the hands of one visible sovereign power, be 
that power Parliament or Czar. Federalism means 
the distribution of the force of the state among a 
numljer of co-ordinate bodies each originating in and 
controlled by the constitution. 

Whenever there exists, as in Belgium or in France, Authority 
a more or less rigid constitution, the articles of which 
cannot be amended by the ordinary legislature, the 
difficulty has to be met of guarding against legisla- 
tion inconsistent with the constitution. As Belgian 
and French statesmen have created no machinery 
for the attainment of this object, we may conclude 
that they considered respect for the constitution to 
be sufficiently secured by moral or political sanctions, 
and treated the limitations placed on the power of 
Parliament rather as maxims of policy than as true 
laws. During a period, at any rate of more than 
sixty years, no Belgian judge has (it is said) ever 
pronounced a Parliamentary enactment unconstitu- 
tional. No French tribunal, as has been already 
pointed out, would hold itself at liberty to disregard 
an enactment, however unconstitutional, passed by 
the National Assembly, inserted in the Bulletin des 
Lois, and supported by the force of the government; 
and French statesmen may well have thought, as 
Tocqueville certainly did think, that in France 
possible Parliamentary inviisions of the constitution 
were a less evil than the participation of the judges 
in political conflicts. France, in short, and Belgium 
being governed under Unitarian constitutions, the 
non-sovereign character of the legislature is in each 
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case an accident, not an essential iiroi^erty of their 
polity. Under a federal system it is otherwise. The 
legal supremacy of the constitution is essential to the 
existence of the state ; the glory of the founders of 
the United States is to have devised or adopted 
arrangements under which the Constitution became 
in reality as well as name the supreme law of the 
land. This end they attained by adherence to a 
very obvious principle, and by the invention of 
appropriate machinery for carrying this principle 
into effect. 

The principle is clearly expressed in the Constitu- 
tion of the United State.s. “ The Constitution,” runs 
article 6, “ and the laws of the United States which 
“shall be made in pursuance thereof . . , shall be 
“the supreme law of the laud, and the judges in 
“every State shall be bound thereby, anything in 
“ the constitution or laws of any State to the con- 
“ trary notwithstanding.” ' The import of these 
expressions is unmistakable. “Every Act of Con- 
“ gress,” writes Chancellor Kent, “ and every Act of 
“ the legislatures of the States, and every part of the 
“ constitution of any State, which are repugnant to 
“the Constitution of the United States, arc neces- 
“sarily void. This is a clear and settled principle 
“of [our] constitutional jurisprudence.”' The legal 
duty therefore of every judge, whether he act as a 
judge of the State of Kew York or as a judge of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, is clear. He is 
bound to treat as void every legislative act, whether 
proceeding from Congress or from the state legis- 

* Constitution of United States, art. 6. 

* Kent, Commentaries, i. (12th ed.),‘r. 314, and conf. Ibid., p. 449. 
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laturea, wliicU is inconsistent with the Constitution Chapter 
of the United States. His duty is as clear as that _ 
of an English judge called upon to determine the 
validity of a bye-law made by the Great Eastern or 
any other Railway Company. The American judge 
must in giving judgment obey the terms of the Con- 
stitution, just as his English brother must in giving 
judgment obey every Act of Parliament bearing on 
the case. 

To have laid down the principle with distinctness SupremKy 
is much, but the great problem was how to ensure tution 
that the principle should be obeyed ; for there existed Nation of 
a danger that judges depending on the federal court™® 
government should wrest the Constitution in favour 
of the central power, and that judges created by the 
States should wrest it in favour of State rights or 
interests. This problem has been solved by the 
creation of the Supreme Court and of the Federal 
Judiciary. 

Of the nature and position of the Supreme Court Nature and 
itself thus much alone need for our present purpose suprenw 
be noted. The Court derives its existence from the 
Constitution, and stands therefore on an equality 
with the President and with Congress ; the members 
thereof (in common with every judge of the Federal 
Judiciary) hold their places during good behaviour, at 
salaries which cannot be diminished during a judge’s 
tenure of office.^ The Supreme Court stands at the 
head of the whole federal judicial department, which, 
extending by its subordinate Courts throughout the 
Union, caii_ execute its judgments through its own 
officers without requiring the aid of state officials. 

^ Constitution of Uifited States, art. 3 , secs. 1 , 2. 




1S6 THE SOVEREIGNTY OF PARLIAMENT 


Part! The Supreme Court, though it has a certain amount 
of original jurisdiction, derives its importance from its 
appellate character ; it is ou every matter which cou- 
cerus the interpretation of the Constitution a supreme 
. and final Court of Appeal from the decision of every 
Court (whether a Federal Court or a State Court) 
throughout the Union. It is in fact the final inter- 

O 

preter of the Constitution, and therefore has authority 
to pronounce finally as a Court of Appeal rvliether a 
law passed either by Congress or l)y the legislature of 
a State, e.g. Now York, is or is not constitutional. 
To understand the position of the Supreme Court wo 
must bear in mind that there exist throughout the 
Union two classes of Courts in which proceedings can 
be commenced, namely, the subordinate federal Courts 
deriving their authority fi-om the Constitution, and 
the'state Courts, c.g. of New York or Massachusetts, 
created by and existing under the state constitutions ; 
and that the jurisdiction of the federal judiciary and' 
the state judiciary is in many cases concurrent, for 
though the jurisdiction of the federal Courts is mainly 
confined to cases arising under the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, it is also frecpiently 
dependent upon the character of the parties, and 
though there are cases witli which no state Court can 
deal, such a Court may often entertain cases which 
might be brought in a federal Court, and constantly 
has to consider the effect of the Constitution ou the 
validity either of a law passed by Congress or of state 
legislation. That the Supreme Court should be a 
Courb-of Appeal from the decision of the subordinate 
federal tribunals is a matter which excites no surprise. 
The point to be noted is that it is also a Court of 
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Appeal from deuiaioiia of Llie Supreme Court of any Chapter 
State, e.g. New York, which turn upon or interpret 
the articles of tlie Gonstitutiou or Acts of Congress. 

The particular cases in which a party aggrieved by 
the decision of a state Court has a right of appeal to 
the Supreme Court of the United States are regulated 
by an Act of Congress of 24th September 1789, the 
twenty-fifth section of which provides that “ a final 
“judgment or decree, in any suit in the highest court 
“ of law or equity of a State, may be brought up on 
“ error in point of law, to the Supreme Court of the 
“ United States, provided the validity of a treaty, or 
“statute of, or authority exercised under the United 
“ States, was drawn in question in the state court, and 
“the decision was against that validity ; or provided 
“the validity of any state authority was drawn in 
“ question, on the ground of its being repugnant to the 
“ Constitution, treaties, or law's of the United States, 
and the decision was in favour of its validity ; or pro- 
“ vided the construction of any clause of the Constitu- 
“ tiou or of a treaty, or statute of, or commission held 
“ under the United States, w’as draw'u in question, and 
“the decision w'as against the title, right, privilege, 

“ or exemption, specially claimed under the authority 
“ of the Union.” ^ Strip this enactment of its techni- 
calities and it comes to this. A party to a case in 
the highest Court, say of New York, who bases his 
claim or defence upon an article in the Constitution 
or law made under it, stands in this position : If 
judgment be in his favour there is no further appeal ; 
if judgment goes against him, he has a right of appeal 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. Any- 

' Kent, Gommenfaries* i. (12th ed.), pp. 299, 300. 
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Part 1 lawyer can see at a glaucc liow well devised is tlie 
arrangement to encourage state Courts in the per- 
", formance of their duty as guardians of the Constitu- 
tion, and further that the Supreme Court thereby 
becomes the ultimate arbiter of all matters afFectins 
the Constitution. 

Let no one for a moment fancy that the right of 
every Court, and ultimately of the Supreme Court, 
to pronounce on the constitutionality of legislation 
and on the rights possessed by ditferent authorities 
under the Constitution is one rarely exercised, for it 
is in fact a right which is constantly exerted with- 
out exciting any more surprise on the part of the 
citizens of the Union than does in England a judg- 
ment of the King’s Bench Division treating as 
invalid the bye-law of a railway company. The 
American tribunals have dealt with matters of 
supreme consequence; they have determined that 
Congress has the right to give priority to debts due 
to the United States,^ can lawfully incorporate a 
bank,* has a general power to levy or collect taxes 
without any restraint, but subject to definite prin- 
ciples of uniformity prescribed by the Constitution ; 
the tribunals have settled what is the power of 
Congress over the militia, who is the person who has 
a right to command it,* and that the power exereised 
by Congress during the War of Secession of issuing 
paper money was valid.^ The Courts again have 
controlled the power of the separate States fully m 

^ Cent, Commentaries, i (12tU ed.), pp. 244-248. 

* Ibid., pp. 248-254. ® Ibid., pp. 262-266. 

* Story, Commentaries on the Constitution (4th ed.), ii. secs. 1116, 
1117. See Hepburn v. Oriswold, 8 Wallace, 603, Dec. 1869, and 
Kn'x V. Let, 18 Wallace, 467. 
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vigorously as they have defined the authority of the 
United States. The judiciary have pronounced un- 
constitutional every ex facto law, every law 
taxing even in the slightest degree articles exported 
from any State, and have again deprived of effect 
state laws impairing the obligation of contracts. 
To the judiciary in short are due the maintenance of 
justice, the existence of internal free trade, and the 
general respect for the rights of property ; whilst a 
recent decision shows that the Courts are prepared 
to uphold as consistent with the Constitution any 
laws which prohibit modes of using private property, 
which seem to the judges inconsistent with public 
interest.^ I'he power moreover of the Courts which 
maintains the articles of the Constitution as the 
law of the land, and thereby keeps each authority 
within its proper sphere, is exerted with an ease and 
regularity which has astounded and perplexed con- 
tinental critics. The explanation is that while the 
•judges of the United States control the action of the 
Constitution, they nevertheless perform purely judicial 
functions, since they never decide anything but the 
cases before them. It is natural to say that the 
Supreme Court pronounces Acts of Congress invalid, 
but in fact this is not so. The Court never directly 
pronounces any opinion ■vvhatever upon an Act of 
Congress. What the Court does do is simply to 
determine that in a given case A is or is not entitled 
to recover judgment against X ; but in determining 
that case the Court may decide that an Act of 

1 Muim V. Illinois, 4 Otto, Eep. 113. See especially the Judg- 
ments of Marshall, C. J., collected in The Writings of John Marshall 
upon the Federal Oonslitiition (^839). 
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’ Cougrcss is not to be taken into account, since it is an 
' Act beyond the constitutional powers of Congress.^ 

If any one thinks this is a distinction without a 
difference lie shows some ignorance of jiolitics, and 
does not understand how much the authority of a 
Court is increased by confining its action to purely 
judicial business. But persons who, like Toeque- 
ville, have fully appreciated the wisdom of the 
statesmen who created the Union, have formed per- 
haps an exaggerated estimate of their originality. 
Their true merit was that tliey applied with extra- 
ordinary skill the notions which they had inherited 
from English law to the novel circumstances of the 
new republic. To auy one imbued with the traditions 
of English procedure it must have seemed impossible 
to let a Court decide upon anything but the case 
before it. To any one who had inhabited a colony 
governed under a charter the efiect of which on the 
validity of a colonial law was certainly lialile to be 
considered by the Privy Council, there was nothing 
startling in empowering the judiciary to pronounce 
iu given cases upon the coustitutionalit}'' of Acts 
passed by assemblies ivhose powers were limited 
by the Constitution, just as the authority of the 
colonial legislatures Avas limited by charter or by 
Act of Parliament. To a French jurist, indeed, filled 
with the traditions of the French Parliaments, all 
this might well be incomprehensible, but an English 
lawyer can easily see that the fathers of the republic 
treated Acts of Congress as English Courts treat 
bye-laws, and in forming the Supreme Court may 
probably have had in mind the functions of the Privy 
1 See Cliap. II. pp. Cl-95, o;i(e. 
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Council. IL is still more certain that they had before Chapter 

their eyes cases in which the tribunals of particular L 

States had treated as unconstitutional, and therefore 
pronounced void, Acts of the state legislature which 
contravened the state constitution. The earliest case of 
declaring a law unconstitutional dates (it is said) from 
178G, and took jilace in Rhode Island, which was then, 
and continued till 1842, to be governed under the 
charter of Charles II. An Act of the legislature was 
declared unconstitutional by the Courts of North 
Carolina in 1787 ' and by the Courts of Virginia in 
1788,^ whilst the Constitution of the United States was 
not adojited'till 1789, and Marhury v. Madison, the 
first case in which the Supreme Court dealt with the 
question of constitutionality, was decided in 1803.’ 

But if their notions were conceptions derived from 
English law, the great statesmen of America gave to 
old ideas a perfectly new expansion, and for the fiist 
time in the history of the world formed a constitution 
which should in strictness be " the law of the land," 
and in so doing created modern federalism. For the 
essential characteristics of federalism — the supremacy 
of the constitution — the distribution of powers — 
the authority of the judiciary — reappear, though 
no doubt with modifications, in every true federal 
state. 

Turn for a moment to the Canadian Uoniinion. The, 

The preamble to the British North America Act, 18G7^oi^^ 
asserts with diplomatic inaccuracy that the Provinces ' 

^ Martin, 421. * j 

® 1 Crancli, 137. F<,r the facts as to the early action of the State 
Courts in declarin;' legislative eiiactiiients unconstitutional I am in- 
debted, as for lunch other useful ciiticism, to that eminent constitu- 
tionalist my friend the late Pfofessor Thayer of Hervard University. 
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Parti of the present Doraiuioii have expressed their desire 
to be united into one Dominion “ with a constitution 
similar in principle to that of the United Kingdom." 
If preambles were intended to exjjrcss anything like 
the whole truth, for the word “Kingdom” ought to 
have been substituted “ States ” : since it is clear that 
the Constitution of the Dominion is in its essential 
features modelleil on that of the Union. This is 
indeed denied, but in my judgment without adequate 
grounds, by competent Canadian critics.' The differ- 
ences between the institutions of the United States 
and of the Dominion are of course both considerable 
and noteworthy. But no one can study the provisions 
of the British North America Act, 18G7, without 
seeing that its authors had the American Constitution 
constantly before their eyes, and that if Canada were 
an independent country it would be a Confederacy 
governed under a Constitution very similar to that of 
the United States. The Constitution is the law of 

’ The dill'erence hetweeii the judgmeiit a? to the eliaraeter of the 
Can.idiaii Coiwlilutioii formed hy mvi-eir, and the judgment of com- 
petent and friendly Caiiadhin critic^, may ea'jily he summari.^d and 
explained. If we look at the federal charaetir of the Coiis.titutioii of 
the Dominion, we jniist inevitably reg.ird it as a copy, though by no 
means a seivile copy, of tlie Constitution of the United States. Now 
in the pie-sent woik the Cauudiaii Constitution is reoarded exclusively 
as a federal I'ovemmeiit. Hence my asseitioii, which I still hold to be 
correct that the government of the Doiiiiiiion is modelled on that of 
the Union. If, on the other liand, we compare the Canadian Executive 
with the American Executive, we jierceive at once that Canadian govei ii- 
mentis modelled on the system oi Parlianieiitary cabinet goveniment as 
it exists in England, and does not in any wise imitate the Presidential 
government of America. This, it has been suggested to me hy a friend 
well acquainted with Caiiailian inslitution.s, is the jioint of view from 
which they are looked upon hy iiiy Camulian critics, and is the justifica- 
tion for the description of the Constitution of the Duiiiiiiion given in the 
preamble to the British North America Act, 18C7. The suggestion isa 
j list and valdahle one ; in deference to it some of the expressions used in 
the earlier editions of this hook have undcrf'one a sli"lit modification. 
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Lhe laud ; it cannot be changed (except within narrow 
limits allowed by the BritLsh North America Act, 
1867) either by the Dominion Parliament^ or by the 
Provincial Parliaments it can be altered only by the 
sovereign power of the British Parliament.'’ Nor does 
this arise from the Canadian Dominion being a de- 
pendency. New Zealand is, like Canada, a colony, but 
the New Zealand Parliament can with the assent of 
the Crown do Avhat the Canadian Parliament cannot 
do — change the colonial constitution. Throughout 
the Dominion, therefore, the Constitution is in the 
strictest sense the immutable law of the land. Under 
this law again, you have, as you would expect, the 
distribution of powers among bodies of co-ordinate 
authority ; ‘ though undoubtedly the powers bestowed 
on the Dominion Government and Parliament are 
greater when compared with the powers reserved 
to the Provinces than are the powers which the 
Constitution of tlie United States gives to the federal 
government. In nothing is this more noticeable 
than in the authority given to ® the Dominion Govern- 
ment to disallow Provincial Acts.® 

' See, however, British North America Act, ] 867 (30 Yict. c. 3), 
B. 94, wliich gives the Doniiiiioii Parliament a liiiuteJ power (when 
acting in conjunction with a Provincial legislature) of changing to a 
certain extent the provisions of the Britisli North America Act, 1867. 

® Tlie legislatuies of each Province have, nevertheless, authority 
to make laws fur “ the amenilment Irom time to time, notwithstanding 
“anytliing” [in the British North America Act, 1867] “of the-' 
“ Constitution of the Province, e.\cept as regards the office of Lieutenant 
“ Governor." See British North America Act, 1 867, s, 92, 

® See for an example of an amendment of the Uoniinion Constitu- 
tion by an Imperial statute, the Parliament of Canada Act, 1875. 

^ British North America Act, 1867, secs. 91, 92. 

® Ibid., secs. 56, 90. 

® Bourinot, rarUamentary Procedure and Practi 
of Canada, p. 76. * 
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This right was jwssibly given with a view to 
obviate altogether the necessity for invoking the law 
Courts a.s interpreters of the Constitution; the 
founders of the Confederation appear in fact to have 
believed that “ the care taken to define the respective 
“ powers of the several legislative bodies in the 
“ Dominion would prevent any troublesome or danger- 
“ous conflict of authority arising between the central 
“ and local governments.” ^ The futility, however, of a 
hope grounded on a misconception of the nature of 
federal i.sm is proved by the existence of two thick 
volumes of reports filled with cases on the constitu- 
tionality of legislative enactments, and by a long list 
of decisions as to the respective powers possessed by 
the Dominion and by the Provincial Parliaments— 
judgments given by the true F5Ui)reme Court of the 
Dominion, namely, the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council. In Canada, as in the United States, 
the Courts inevitably become the interpreters of the 
Constitution. 

Swiss federalism repeats, though with noteworthy 
variations, the essential traits of the federal polity as 
it exists across the Atlantic. The Constitution is the 
law of the land, and cannot be changed either by 
the federal or by the cantonal legislative bodies ; the 
Constitution enforces a distribution of powers be- 
tween the national government and the Cantons, 
and directly or indirectly defines and limits the 
power of every authority existing under it. The 
Common Government has in Switzerland, as., in 
America, three organs — a Federal Legislature, a 

' Bourinot, Parliamentary Procedure and Practice in tlui Dominion 
of Canada, p. 694. ' 
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Federal Executive {Bundesratli), and a Federal Court Q^te 
(Bundesgericht). 

Of the many interesting and instructive peculi- 
arities which give to Swiss federalism an individual 
character, this is not the occasion to write in detail. 

It lies, however, within the scope of this chapter to note 
that the Constitution of the Confederation differs in 
two most importimt respects from that of the United 
States. It docs not, in the first place, establish any- 
thing like the accurate division between the executive 
and the judicial departments of goverument which 
exists both in America and in Canada ; the Executive 
exercises, under the head of “ administrative law,” 
many functions* of a judicial character, and thus, for 
example, till 1893 dealt in effect with questions * having 
reference to the rights of religious bodies. The Federal 
Assembly is the final arbiter on all questions as to the 
respective jurisdiction of the Executive aud of the 
Federal Court. The j udges of that Court are elected by 
the Federal Assembly, they are occupied greatly with 
questions of public law {Staatsrecht), and so experi- 
enced a statesman as Dr. Dubs laments that the Federal 
Court should possess jurisdiction in matters of private 
law.® When to this it is added that the judgments of 
the Federal Court are executed by the government, 
at once becomes clear that, according to any English 
standard, Swiss statesmanship has failed as distinctly 

^ Cotistitution FIderale, art. 113, Loi ; 27 June 1 874, art. 59 ; and 
Dubs, Das dffentliche Ridit der schwdzerischm Eidgenossenschaft, ii. 

(2nd ed.), p. 90. 

^ The decision thereof belonged till 1 893 to the Assembly, guided 
by the Federal Council j it now belongs to the Federal Court. See 
Dubs, ii. pp. 92-95; Lowell, Governments and Parlies, ii. pp. 217, 

218. 

® Constitution FMerak, art. 113 ; and Dubs, ii. (2ud ed.), pp. 92-95. 
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Part I. as American statesmanship has succeeded in keeping 
the judicial apart from the executive department of 
government, and that this failure constitutes a serious 
flaw in the Swiss Constitution. That Constitution, 
in the second place, does not in reality plane the 
Federal Court on an absolute level with the Federal 
Assembly. That tribumil cannot cpiestion the con- 
stitutionality of laws or decrees passed by the Federal 
Parliament.^ From this fact one might suppose 
that the Federal As.sembly is (unlike Congress) a 
sovereign body, but this is not so. The reason 
why all Acts of the Assembly must be treated as 
constitutional by the Federal Tribunal is that the 
Constitution itself almost precludes the possibility of 
encroachment upon its articles by the federal legisla- 
tive body. No legal revision can take place without 
the assent both of a majority of Swiss citizens and 
of a majority of the Cantons, and an ordinary law 
duly passed by the Federal Assembly may be legally 
annulled by a popular veto. The authority of the 
Swiss Assembly nominally exceeds the authority of 
Congress, because in reality the Swis.s legislative body 
is weaker than Congress. For while in each case 
there lies in the background a legislative sovereign 
capable of controlling the action of the ordinary 
legislature, the sovereign power is far more easily 
brought into play in Switzerland than in America. 
When the sovereign power can easily enforce its will, 
it may trust to its own action for maintaining its 
rights ; when, as in America, the same power acts but 
rarely and with difficulty, the Courts naturally become 

' Gonitilution FeUmU, art. 113; aii;l Dube, ii. (2ntl ed.), pp. 
92-9.’i 
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the guardians of the soveroign’s will expressed in tlie 
articles of the Constitution. 

Our survey from a legal point of view of tlie 
characteristics common to all federal governments 
forcibly suggests conclusions of more than merely 
legal interest, as to the comparative merits of 
federal government, and the system of Parliamentary 
sovereignty. 

Federal government means weak government.’ 

The distribution of all the powers of the state 
among co-ordinate authorities necessarily leads to the 
result that no one authority can wield the same amount 
of power as under a Unitarian constitution is possessed 
by the sovereign. A scheme again of checks and 
balances in which the strength of the common govern- 
ment is so to speak pitted against that of the state 
governments leads, on the face of it, to a certain 
waste of energy. A federation therefore will always 

' Tliis weakness springs from two different causes ; first, tlie 
division of powers between tlie central government and tlie St.ites ; 
secondly, the distribution of pov;ers between the different members 
{e.g. the President and the Senate) of the national goveinment. The 
first cause of weakness is inherent in the federal system ; the second 
cause of weakness is not (logically at ka.'-t) inherent in federalism. 
" Under a fe.leral constitution the whole authority of the national 
government might conceiv.ahly be lodged in one person or body, 
but we may feel almost certain that in practice tlie fears enter- 
tained by the separate States of encroachments by the central 
government on their State rights will prohibit such a concentration 
of authority. 

The statement that federal government means weak government 
should be qualified or hjilanced by the consideration that a federal 
system sometimes makes it possible for different communities to be 
'-united as one state when they otherwise could not he united at all. 
The bond of federal union may be weak, but it may be the strongest 
bond which circumstances allow. 

The failnie and the calamities of the Helvetic Republic are a 
warning against the attempt to force ujion more or less independent 
states a ereater degree of polftical unity than they will tolerate. 
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Parti, be at a rliHadvantage in a coijte.st with Unitarian 
states (jf C(|Uiil resources. Nor does the experience 
eitlier of the United States or of the Swiss con- 
federation invalidate this conclusion. The Union is 
'threatened by no powerful neighbours and needs no 
foreign policy.’ Circum.stances unconnected with 
constitutional arrangements enable Switzerland to 
preserve her separate existence, though surrounded by 
powerful and at times hostile nation.s. The mutual 
jealousies moreover incident to federalism do visibly 
weaken the Swiss Republic. Thus, to take one 
example only, each member of the Executive must 
belong to a different canton.^ But this rule may 
exclude from the government statesmen of high merit, 
and therefore diminish the re.source3 of the state. A 
rule that each member of the Cabinet should be the 
native of a different county would appear to English- 
men palpably absurd. Yet this absurdity is forced 
upon Swiss politicians, and affords one among num- 
erous instances in wdiich the efficiency of the public 
service is sacrificed to the requirements of federal 
sentiment. Switzerland, moreover, is governed under 
a form of democratic federalism which tends towards 
unitariani.sm. Each revision increases the authority 
of the nation at the expense of cantonal independence. 
This is no doubt in part due to the desire to strengthen 
the nation against foreign attack. It is perhaps also 
due to another circumstance. Federalism, as it de- 
fines, and therefore limits, the powers of each depart- 
ment of the administration, is unfavourable to the 

^ The latter part of Btatement is perhaps less true in 1908 
than it was in 1886. 

* Contlitution Fa&ale, art 96. 
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iiiterferencu or to the activity of govcnimeut. Heuce chapter 

a federal government can hardly render services to the 

nation by undertaking for the national benefit func- 
tions which may he performed by individuals. This 
may be a merit of the federal system ; it is, however, 
a merit which does not commend itself to modern 
democrats, and no more curious instance can be found 
of the inconsistent currents of popular opinion which 
may at the same time pervade a nation or a genera- 
tion than the coincidence in England of a vague 
admiration for federalism alongside with a far more 
decided feeling against the doctrines of so-called 
laissez faire. A system meant to maintain the status 
quo in politics is incompatible with schemes for wide 
social innovation. 

Federalism tends to produce conservatism. Consena- 

This tendency is due to several causes. The con- federalism, 
stitution of a Federal state must, as we have seen, 
generally be not only a written but a rigid constitu- 
tion, that is, a constitution w'hich cannot be changed 
by any ordinary process of legislation. Now this 
essential rigidity of federal institutions is almost 
certain to impress on the minds of citizens the idea 
that any provision included in the constitution is im- 
mutable and, so to speak, sacred. The least observa- 
tion of American politics shows how deeply the notion 
that the Constitution is something placed beyond the 
reach of amendment has impressed popular imagina- 
tion. The difficulty of altering the Constitution 
produces conservative sentiment, and national con- 
servatism doubles the difficulty of altering the 
Constitution. The House of Lords has lasted for 
centuries : the Anipric^n Renate li.nf now c^i^ted for 
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Part I. more thiin one hundred years, yet to abolish or alter 
the House of Lords might turn out to be an easier 
matter than to modify tlie constitution of the Senated 
To this one must add that a federal constitution 
always lays down general principles which, from being 
placed ill the constitution, gradually come to command 
a superstitious reverence, and thus are in fact, though 
not in theory, protected from change or criticism. 
The principle that legislation ought not to impair 
obligation of contracts has governed the whole course 
of American opinion. Of the conservative effect of 
such a maxim when forming an article of the constitu- 
tion we may form some measure by the following re- 
flection. .If any principle of the like kind had been 
recognised in Euglaud as legally binding on the Courts, 
the Irish Land Act would have lieen unconstitutional 
and void ; the Irish Church Act, 1869, would, in great 
part at lca.st, have been from a legal point of view so 
much waste paper, and there would have been great 
difficulty in legislating in the way in which the 
English Parliament has Icirislated for the reform of 
the Universitic.s. One maxim only among those 
embodied in the Constitution of the United States 
would, that is to say, have been sufficient if adopted 
in Eugland to have arrested the most vigorous efforts 
of recent Parliamentary legislation. 

Federalism, lastly, means legalism — the predomi- 
federaiism. nance of the judicuiiy ill the constitution — the pre- 
valen.ee of a spii'it of legality among the people. 

That in a confederation like the United States the 
Courts become the pivot 011 which the constitutional 
arrangements of the countiy turn is obvious. Sove- 
reignty is lodged in a body vsliicb rarely exerts its 

[' Sec, however, note®, p. 145, aiUf-l 
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aiitliority unci Las (so to S23eak) only a potential Chapter 
existence ; no legislature throughout the lancl is moro 
than a suboivlinate laAV-iiiaking body capable in strict- 
ness of enacting nothing but bye-laws ; the powers of 
the executive are again limited by the constitution ; 
the interpreters of the constitution are the judges. 

The Bench therefore can and must determine the 
limits to the authority both of the government and 
of the legislature ; its decision is without appeal ; the 
consequence follows that the Bench of judges is not 
only the guardian but also at a given moment the 
master of the constitution.' Nothing puts in a 

1 The expiessioii “ luaster of the constitution ” has been criliciseil 
on the ground of exaggeration (Sidgwick, Elmeiils of Foliiics, p. 616). 

'file expression, however, though undoubtedly strong, is, it is sub- 
mitted, justifiable, if properly understood. It is true, as my friend 
Mr. Sidgwick well pointed out, that the action of the Supreme Court 
is restrained, first, by the liahility of the judges to impeachment for 
misconduct, and, secondly, hy the fear of provoking disorder. And to 
these restraints a third and more efficient check must be added. The 
miiiibei's of the Court may be incrcabcd by Congress, and its decision 
in a given case has not e\cn in theory that force as a decisive precedent 
which is attributable to a decision of the House of Lords ; hence if the 
Supreme Court were to pronounce judgments which ran permanently ' 
counter to the opinion of the party which contiollcd the government 
of the Union, its action could he altered by adding to the Court 
lawyers who shared the convictions of the ruling party. (See Davis, 

AiiiciHciii Constitiiiims ; the Ikhitions of the Three I lejmrtvients as 
adjusted hy a Cenlimj, pp. 52-54.) It would he idle therefoie to 
maintain, what certainly cannot be asserted with tiulb, that the 
Supreme Court is the sovereign of the United States. It is, how- 
ever, 1 conceive, true that at any given moment the Court may, 
on a case coming before it, pronounce a judgment which determines 
the svorkiiig of the Constitution. The decision in the Dred Scott 
Case for example, and still more the judicial opinions delivered in 
deciding the case, had a distinct iuflaence on the interpretation of 
the Constitution both by slave-owners and by Abolitionists. In term- 
ing the Court the “ master of the constitution ” it was not my intention 
to suggest the exercise by it of irregular or revolutionary powers. 

No doubt, again, the Supreme Court may be influenced in delivering 
its judgments hy fear of provoking violence. This apprehension is 
admittedly a limit to the fufl exercise of its theoretical powers by 
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Dangers 
aiisiiig 
from iiosi- 
tloii ot 
judiciary. 


sfcroiiser lisflit the iuevitablc comicctiou between 
^ * . . . ' 
federalism and tlic prominent position of the judicial 

body than the history of modern Switzerland. The 
statesmen of 1848 desired to give the Bundesgencht 
a far less authoritative position than is possessed by 
the American Supreme Court. They in effect made 
the Federal Assembly for most, what it still is for 
some, purposes, a final Court of Appeal. But the 
necessities of the case were too strong for Swiss states- 
manship; the revision of 1874 greatly increased the 
poAver of the Federal Tribunal. 

From the fact that the judicial Bench supports 
under federal institutions the whole stress of the con- 
stitution, a special danger arises lest the judiciary 
should be unequal to the burden laid upon them. In 
no country has greater skill been expended on con- 
stituting an august and impressive national tribunal 
than in the United States. Moreover, as already 
pointed out, the guardianship of the Constitution is 
in America confided not only to the Supreme Court 
but to every judge throughout the laud. Still it is 
manifest that even the Supreme Court can hardly 
support the duties imposed upon it. No one can 
doubt that the varying decisions given in the legal- 

tlie most ab-!olute of despots. It was never my intention to assert 
that the Supreme Court,'whicli is certainly not the sovereispi of the 
United States, was in the e.xercise of its functions free from restraints 
which limit the authority of even a sovereign power. It must further 
be noted, in considering how for the Supreme Court could in fact 
exert all the authority theoretically vested in it, that it is hardly con- 
ceivable that the opinions of the Court as to, say, the constitutional 
limits to the authority of Congress should not be shared by a large 
number of American citizens. Whenever in short the Court differed 
in its view of the Constitution from that adopted by the President 
or the Congress, the Court, it is probable, could rely on a large amount 
of popular support. 
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tender cases, or in the line of recent judgments of Chapter 
which Munn v. Illinois is a specimen, show that the — 1. 
most honest judges are after all only honest men, and 
when set to determine matters of policy and states- 
manship will necessarily be sw'ayed by political feeling 
and by reasons of state. But the moment that this 
bias becomes obvious a Court loses its moral authority, ' 
and decisions which might be justified on grounds of 
policy excite natural indignation and suspicion when 
they are seen not to be fully justified on grounds of 
law. American critics .indeed are to be found who 
allege that the Supreme Court not only is proving 
but always has proved too weak for the burden it is 
called upon to bear, and that it has from the first 
been powerless whenever it came into conflict with a 
State, or could not count upon the support of the 
Federal Executive. These allegations undoubtedly 
hit a weak spot in the constitution of the great 
tribunal. Its judgments are without force, at any 
rate as against a State if the President refuses the 
means of putting them into execution. “John 
Marshall,” said President Jackson, according to a 
current story, ^ “ has delivered his judgment ; let 
him now enforce it, if he can”; and the judgment 
was 'never put into force. But the weight of 
criticisms repeated from the earliest days of the 
Union may easily be exaggerated." Laymen are apt 
to mistake the growth of judicial caution for a sign 

1 See W. G. Suninei, Atidrew Jackson, Amertcan Statesmen Series, 

p. 182. 

* See Davis, American Constitutions; the Relations of the Three De- 
partments as adjusted by a Century. Mr. Davis is distinctly of opinion 
that the power of the Courts both of the United States and of the 
separate States lias increasei^ steadily since the foundation of the 
Union. See Davis, American Constitutions, pp. 66-57. 
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Parti, of judicial weakness. Foreign observers, moreover, 
should notice that in a federation the causes which 
bring a Ixjdj such as the Supreme Court into existence, 
also supply it with a source of ultimate power. The 
Supreme Court and institutions like it are the pro- 
tectors of the federal compact, and the validity of 
that compact is, in the long run, the guarantee for 
the rights of the .separate States. It is the interest 
of every man who wishes the federal constitution 
to be observed, that the judgments of the federal 
tribunals should be respected. It is therefore no bold 
assumption that, as long as the people of the United, 
States wi.sli to keep up the balanced system of 
federalism, they will ultimately compel the central 
governmeut to support the authority of the federal 
Court. Critics of the Court are almost driven to 
assert that the American people are indifferent to 
State Eights. The a.sscrtion may or may not be true ; 
it is a matter on which no English critic should 
speak with confidence. But censures on the working 
of a federal Court tell very little against such an 
institution if they establish nothing more than the 
almost self-evident proposition that a federal tribunal 
will be ineffective and superfluous when the United 
States shall have ceased to be in reality a federation. 
A federal Court has no proper place in a Unitarian 
Republic. 

Judges, further, must be appointed by some 
authority which is not judicial, and where decisions 
of a Court control the action of government there 
exists an irresistible temptation to appoint magis- 
trates who agree (honestly it may be) with the views 
■of the executive. A strong argument pressed against 
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Mr, JBlaine’s election was, tiiat he would have the Chapter 

• III 

opportunity as President of nominating four judges, — _ 
and tliat a politician allied with railway companies 
was likely to pack the Supreme Court with men 
certain to wrest the law in favour of mercantile cor- 
porations. The accusation may have been baseless ; 
the fact that it should have been made, and that even 
“ Eepublicans ” should declare that the time had come 
when “Democrats" should no longer be excluded 
from the Bench of the United States, tells plainly 
enough of the special evils which must be weighed 
a<rainst the undoubted benefits of making the Courts 
rather than the legislature the arbiters of the consti- 
tution. 

That a federal system again can flourish only FederaiiBB 
among communities imbued with a legal spirit and 
trained to reverence the law is as certain as can be ’“8“* 
any conclusion of political speculation. Federalism 
substitutes litigation for legislation, and none but a 
law-fearing people will be inclined to regard the 
decision of a suit as equivalent to the enactment of 
a law. The main reason why the United States has 
carried out the federal system with unequalled success 
is that the people of the Union are more thoroughly 
imbued with legal ideas than any other e.xistiug 
nation. Constitutional questions arising out of either 
the constitutions of the separate States or the articles 
of the federal Constitution are of daily occurrence 
and constantly occupy the Courts. Hence the 
citizens become a people of constitutionalists, and 
matters which excite the strongest popular feeling, 
as, for instance, the right of Chinese to settle in the 
country, are determiiled by the judicial Bench, and 




176 THE SO VEREIGNTY OF PA RLIA MENT 


Parti the decision of the Bench is acquiesced in by the 
people. This acquiescence or submission is due to the 
Americans inheriting the legal notions of the common 
law, i.e.. of the “most legal system of law” (if the 
expression may be allowed) in the world. Toeque- 
ville long ago remarked that the Swiss fell far short 
of the Americans in reverence for law and justice.^ 
The events of the last sixty years suggest that he 
perhaps underrated Swiss submission to law. But 
the law to which Sw'itzerland is aeoiistomed recognises 
wide discretionary power on the part of the execu- 
tive, and has never fully severed the functions of the 
judge from those of the government. Hence Swiss 
federalism fails, just where one would expect it to fail, 
in maintaining that complete authority of the Courts 
which is necessary to the perfect federal system. But 
the Swiss, though they may not equal the Americans 
in reverence for judicial decisions, are a law-respecting 
nation. One may well doubt whether there are many 
states to be found where the mass of the people 
would leave so much political influence to the Courts. 
Yet any nation who cannot acquiesce in the finality 
of possibly mistaken judgments is hardly fit to form 
part of a federal state.* 


^ See passage cited, pp. 180-182 post. 

® See Appendix, Note VIII., Swiss Federalism. 
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CHAPTER IV 


THE RULE OF LAW : ITS NATURE AND GENERAL 
APPLICATIONS 

Two features have at all times since the Norman Chapter 
Conquest characterised the political institutions of 
England. 

If The first of these features is the omnipotence or 
ijtindisputod supremacy throughout the whole country 
jof the central government. This authority of the 
state or the nation was during the earlier periods of 
our history represented hy the power of the Crown. 

The King was the source of law and the maintainer 
of order. The maxim of the Courts, tout fuit in luy 
et vient de lui cd commencement^ was originally the 
expression of an actual and undoubted fact. This 
royal supremacy has now passed into that sovereignty 
of Parliament which has formed the main subject of 
the foregoing chapters.^ 

The second of these features, which is closely con- 
nected with the first, i s the rule or supremacy of law. • 

This peculiarity of our polity is well expressed in the 
old saw of the Courts, “La ley est le' plus haute 

1 Year Books, xxiv. Edward Ilf. ; cited Gneiat, Eiiglische Ver- 
wdtungsrecht, i. p. 454. '* ^ See Part I. 
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“ inheritance, que le roy ad ; car par la ley il mime 
“ et toutes scs siijets sont rides, et si la, ley ne fait, 
“ nvl roi, et nid inheritance sera ." ' 

This supremacy of the law, or the security given 
under the English constitution to the rights of indi- 
viduals looked at from various points of view, forms 
the subject of this part of this treatise. 

Foreign observers of English manners, such for 
example as Voltaire, Dc Lolme, Tocqucville, or Gneist, 
have been far more struck than have Englishmen 
themselves with the fact that England is a country 
governed, as is scarcely any other part of Europe, 
under the rule of law ; and admiration or astonishment 
at the legality of English habits and feeling is 
nowhere better expressed than in a curious passage 
from Tocqueville’s writings, whicli eoinjnires the 
Switzerland and the England of 1836 in respect of 
the spirit which pervades their laws and manners. 

“ I am not about,” he writes, “ to compare Switzer- 
“ lancP with the United States, but with Great Britain. 
“ When you examine the two countries, or even if you 
“ only pass through them, you perceive, in my judg- 
“ ment, the most astonishing differences between them. 
“ Take it all in all, England seems to be much more re- 
“ publican than the Helvetic Eepublic, The principal 
“ differences are found in the institutions of the two 
“ countries, and especially in their customs {moeurs). 

“ 1, In almost all the Swiss Cantons liberty of the 
“ press is a very recent thing. 

* Year Books, xix. Henry VI., cited Gneist, EnglUehe .Verwal- 
tungsreckt, i. p. 455. 

* Many of Tocqneville's remarks are not applicable to the Switzer- 
land of 1902 ; they refer to a period before the creation in 1848 of 
the Swiae Federol Conatitntion 
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“ 2. In almost all of them individual liberty is by chapter 
“no means completely guaranteed, and a man may 
“ be arrested administratively and detained in prison 
“ without much formality, 

“ 3. The Courts have not, generally speaking, a 
“ perfectly independent position. 

“ 4. In all the Cantons trial by jury is unknown. 

“ 5. In several Cantons the people were thirty- 
“ eight years ago entirely without political rights. 
“Aargau, Thurgau, Tessin, Vaud, and parts of the 
“ Cantons of Zurich and Berne were in this condition. 

“The preceding observations apply even more 
“strongly to customs than to institutions. 

“i. In many of the Swiss Cantons the majority of 
“ the citizens are quite without taste or desire for self- 
“ government, and have not acquired the habit of it. 

“In any crisis they interest themselves about their 
“ affairs, but you never see in them the thirst for 
“political rights and the craving to take part in 
“public affairs which seem to torment Englishmen 
“ throughout their lives. 

“ ii. The Swiss abuse the liberty of the press on 
“account of its being a recent form of liberty, and 
“ Swiss newspapers are much more revolutionary and 
“ much practical than English newspapers. 

“ iii. The Swiss seem still to look upon associa- 
“tions from much the same point of view as the 
“French, that is to say, they consider them as a 
“means of revolution, and not as a slow and sure 
“ method for obtaining redress of wrongs. The art of 
“ associating and of making use of the right of asso- 
“ ciation is but little understood in Switzerland. 

“iv. The Swiss do^not show the love of justice 
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PartiL “ which is such a stroug characteiistic of the English. 
“ Their Courts have uo place in the political arrange- 
“ meats of the country, anil exert uo influence on 
“public opinion. The love of justice, the peaceful 
“'and legal introduction of the judge into the domain 
“ of politics, are perhaps the most standing chai'acter- 
“ istics of a free people. 

“ V. Finally, and this really embraces all the rest, 
l‘‘ the Swiss do not show at bottom that respect for 
“justice, that love of law, that dislike of using force, 
without Avhieh no free nation can exist, which strikes 
I “ strangers so forcibly in England. 

* ^.‘*1 sum up these impre.ssions in a few words. 

“ Whoever travels in the United States is involun- 


“ tarily and instinctively so impressed with the fact 
“ fEat the spirit of liberty and the taste for it have 
“ pervaded all the habits of the American people, that 
“ he cannot conceive of them under any but a Eepub- 
“ lican government. In the same way it is impossible 
“ to think of the English as living under any but a 
“ free government. But if violence were to destroy the 
“ Republican institutions in most of the Swiss Cantons, 
“ it would be by no means certain that after rather a 
“ short state of transition the people would not grow 
“accustomed to the loss of liberty. In the United 
“ States and in England there seems to be more liberty 
“ in the customs than in the laws of the people. In 
“ Switzerland there seems to be more liberty in the 


“ laws than in the customs of the country.” * 


Bi-aring of 
Toi'qiie- 
ville'i rc- 
iiiarki on 
inoaniiig of 
inle of law. 


Tocqueville’s language has a twofold bearing on 
our present topic. His words point in the clearest 
^manner to the rule, predominance, .or suprenoacy of 

J See Tocqueville, OSuviee Compl'tes, viii. pp. 455-4.'57 
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1^ as the distiuguisliing characteristic of English Chapter 
institutions. > They further direct attention to the 
extreme vagueness of a trait of national character 
which is as noticeable as it is hard to portray. 
Tocqueville, we see, is clearly perplexed how to define 
a feature of English manners of which he at once re- 
cognises the existence ; he mingle.s or confuses together 
the habit of self-government, the love of order, the 
respect for justice and a legal turn of mind. All 
these sentiments are intimately allied, but they cannot 
without confusion be identified with each other. If, 
however, a critic as acute as Tocqueville found a 
difficulty in describing one of the most marked pecu- 
liarities of English life, we may safely eonclude that 
we ourselves, whenever wo talk of Englishmen as 
loving the government of law, or of the supremacy of 
law as being a ebaracteristie of the English constitu- 
tion, are using w^ords which, though they possess a 
real significance, are nevertheless to most persons uho 
employ them full of vagueness and ambiguity. If 
therefore we are ever to appreciate the full import of ' 
the idea denoted by the term “ rule,, supremacy, Q£ 
predominance of law,” we must first determine pre- 
cisely what we mean by such expressions when we 
apply them to the British constitution. 

When we say that the supremacy or the rule of Tiiree 
law is a characteristic of the English constitution, we ot^aieft 
generally include under one expression at least Jhree_'*"' 
diy|tinp.t though kindred conceptions . 

' ^ We mean, in the first place, that no man is punish- Absence of 
able o r can be lawfully m ade to .suffer in body or power on 
goods exce pt for a distinct breach of law established in 
the ordinary leo-al manner before the ordinary Courts 
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Part II. I pf the laud.') Ill this sense the rule of law is contrasted 
with'^very "system of government based on the exer- 
cise by persons in authority of wide, arbitrary, or 
discretionary power’s of constraint. 

Contrast Modcm Englishmen may at first feel some surprise 
Ellis that the “rule of law” (in the sense in which we are 
Coithieut iio'V using the term) should be considered as in any 
at present ^^ay a peculiarity of English institutions, since, at the 
present day, it may seem to be not so much the pro- 
perty of any one nation as a trait common to every 
civilised and orderly state. Yet, even if we confine 
our observation to the existing condition of Europe, 
we shall soon be eonviuced that the “ rule of law ” 
even in this narrow sense is peculiar to England, or 
to those countries which, like the United States of 
America, have inherited English traditions. In almost 
every continental community the executive exercises 
far wider discretionary authority in the matter of 
arre.st, of temporary imprisonment, of expulsion from 
its territory, and the like, than is cither legally 
claimed or in fact exerted by the government in 
England ; and a study of European politics now and 
again reminds English readers that wherever there is 
discretion there is room for arbitrariness, and that in a 
republic no less than under a monarchy discretionary 
authority on the part of the government must 
mean insecurity for legal freedom on the part of its 
subjects. 

Contrast I f , lio wcvcr, wc confincd our observation to the Europe 

Eiigkn'i of tlie twentieth century, we might well say that in 
nentrturhig European countries the rule of law is now nearly 
centmy*'' as Well established as in England, and that private 
individuals at any rate who db not meddle in politics 
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have little to fear, as long as they keej) the law, either Chapter 

from the Government or from any one else ; and we L 

might therefore feel some difficulty in understanding 
how it ever happened that to foreigners the absence 
of arbitrary power on the part of the Crown, of the 
executive, and of every other authority in England, has 
always seemed a striking feature, we might almost say 
the essential characteristic, of the English constitution.' 

Our perplexity is entirely removed by carrying 
back our minds to the time when the English consti- 
tution began to be criticised and admired by foreign 
thinkers. During the eighteenth century many of 
the continental govcriimenfcs were far from oppressive, 
but there was no continental country where men were 
secure from arbitrary power. The singularity of Eng- 
land was not so much the goodness or the leniency 
as the legality of the English system of government. 

When Voltaire came to England — and Voltaire 
represented the feeling of his age — his predominant 
sentiment clearly was that he had passed out of the 
realm of despotism to a land where the laws mi . oht be 
harsh, but w here men were ralcd by law and not bv 
caprice.* He had good reason to know the difference. 

1 “ La liberty est le droit de faire tout ce quo les lois peniictteiit ; 

“ et si un citoyen poiivoit faire ce qu’elles dcfeiident, il n’auroit phis de 
“liberte, parce que Jes autres auroient tout de nieiiie ce poiivoir." — 
Montesquieu, Dc V Esprit des Lois, Livre XI. ebap. iii. 

“ II y a aussi imc nation dans le inonde qiii a pour objet direct de 
"sa constitution la liberty politique.” — Ibid. chap. v. The English 
are this nation. 

* “Les ciiconetances qiii contiaignaient Voltaire k chercher un 
“ refuge cbez nos voisins devaient loi inspirer une grande sympathie 
“ponr des institutions oil il n'y avail nalle place h Tarbitraire. ‘La 
“ raison eat libre ici et n’y connatt point de contrainte.’ On y respire 
“ un air plus gdndreux. Ton ae sent an milieu de citoyens qui n’ont pas 
“ tort de porter le front bant, dei^naTcher fierement, siirs qu'on n’eiit pu 
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Partn. In 1717 Voltaire was scut to the Bastille for a poem 
^ wliicli he had not written, of which he did not know 
the author, and with tlie sentiment of which he did 
not agree. What adds to the oddity, in English eyes, 
of the whole transaction is that the Regent treated the 
affair as a sort of joke, and, so to speak, “ chaffed ” the 
supposed author of the satire “I have seen” on being 
about to pay a visit to a prison which he “ had not 
seen.”^ In 1725 Voltaire, then the literary hero of 
his country, was lured off from the table of a Duke, 
and was thrashed by lackeys in the presence of their 
noble master ; ho was unable to obtain cither legal or 
honourable redress, and because he complained of this 
outrage, paid a second visit to the Bastille. This 
indeed was the last time in which he was lodged within 
the walls of a French gaol, but his whole life was a 
series of contests with arbitrary power, and nothing 
but his fame, his deftness, his infinite resource, and 
ultimately his Avcalth, saved him from penalties far 
more severe than temporary imprisonment. More- 
over, the price at which Voltaire saved his property 
and his life was after all exile from France. Whoever 
wants to sec how exceptional a jdienomenon was that 
supremacy of law which existed in England during 
the eighteenth century should read such a bq/ok as 
Morley’s Life of Diderot. The effort lasting for 
twenty-two years to get the Encyclopedie published 
was a struggle on the part of all the distinguished 
literary men in France to obtain utterance for their 
thoughts. It is hard to say whether the difficulties 

“ toucher a un aeul cheveu de Iriir tetp, et n’ayant a redoubter ni lettres de 
‘•cichet, ni captivite iniinotiv6e.” — Desnoiresterres, Voltaire, i. p. 366. 

1 Desnoiresterres, i. pp. 344-364. t 
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or tlie success of the contest bear the strongest 
witness to the wayward arbitrariness of the French 
Grovernmenfc. 

Koyal lawlessness was not peculiar to specially 
detestable monarchs such as Louis the Fifteenth : it 
was inherent in the French system of administration. 
An idea prevails that Louis the Sixteenth at least was 
not an arbitrary, as he assuredly was not a cruel ruler. 
But it is an error to suppose th.at up to 1789 anything 
like the supremacy of law existed under the French 
monarchy. The folly, the grievances, and the mystery 
of the Chevalier D’Eou made as much noise little more 
than a century ago as the imposture of the Claimant 
in our own day. The memory of these things is not 
in itself worth reviving. What does descBs^to be 
kept ill remembrance is that in 1778, in tip yy^flf 
Johnson, of Adam Sniitli, of Gibbon, of 
Burke, and of Mansfield, during the continuanllj^s^he 
American war and within eleven years of thd^a^em- 
blinir of the States General, a brave officer and a dis- 
tinguished diplomatist could for some offence still 
unknown, without trial and without conviction, be 
condemned to undergo a penance and disgrace which 
could hardly be rivalled by the fanciful caprice of the 
torments inflicted by Oriental despotism.’ 

Nor let it be imagined that during the latter part 
of the eighteenth century the government of France 
was more arbiteary than that of other countries. To 
entertain such a supposition is to misconceive utterly 
the condition of the continent. In France, law and 

^ It is worth notice that even after the meeting of the States 
General the King was apparently reluctant to give up altogether the 
powers exercised hy Mtm de cqphet. See “ Declaration des intentions 
dn Eoi,” art. Ifi, Plouard, Lcs Constilntivns Fran^aises, p. 10. 
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Part II public opinion counted for a great deal more than in 
Spain, in the petty States of Italy, or in the Princi- 
pahties of Germany. All the evils of despotism which 
attracted the notice of the world in a great kingdom 
such as France existed under worse forms in countries 
where, just because the evil was so much greater, it 
attracted the less attention. The power of the French 
monarch was criticised more severely than the law- 
lessness of a score of petty tyrants, not because the 
French King ruled more despotically than other 
crowned heads, but because the French people ap- 
peared from the eminence of the nation to have a 
special claim to freedom, and because the ancient 
kingdom of France was the typical rc2)resentative of 
despotism. This explains the thrill of enthusiasm 
with which all Europe greeted the fall of the Bastille. 
When the fortress was taken, tlicre were not ten 
prisoners within its walls; at that very moment 
hundreds of debtors languished in English gaols. Yet 
all England hailed the triumph of the French popu- 
lace with a fervour which to Englishmen of the 
twentieth century is at first sight hardly compre- 
hensible. Reflection makes clear enough the cause 
of a feeling which spread through the length and 
breadth of the civilised world. The Bastille was 
the outward and Adsiblc sign of lawless power. Its 
fall was felt, and felt truly, to herald in for the rest 
of Europe that rule of law which already existed in 
England.^ 

1 For English sentiment with reference to the servitude of the 
French, see Goldsmith, Citium of the World, iii. Letter iv. ; and see 
Ibid., Letter xxxvii. p. 143, for a contrast between the execution of 
Lord Ferrers and the impunity with which a French nobleman was 
allowed to commit murder because of liis relationship to the Royal 
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We mean in the second place,’ when Ave speak of Chapter 
the “ rule of law " as a characteristic of our country, — 1 
not only that with us 110 man is above the law, but 
(what is a different thing) that here every man, 
whatever be his rank or condition, is subiect to the steredhy 

: ' — ^ ;“-Tirdznarjr 

o rdinary laAV of the realm and amenable to the jum- t ribunaU. 
diction of t he ordina r y tribunals. 

England the idea of legal equality, or of the 
universal subjection of all classes to one law admini- 
stered by the ordinary Courts, has been pushed to its 
utmost limit. With us every official, from the Prime 
h ljnister down t o a co nstable or a collector of taxes. 
i^ under the same responsibi lity for every act done 
wiiliout legal justitication as any other citizen. The 
Reports abound with cases in which officials have 
been brought before the Courts, and made, in their 
personal capacity, liable to punishment, or to the 
payment of damages, for acts done in their official 
character but in excess of their lawful authority. A 
colonial governor,® a secretary of state,® a military 
officer,’ and all subordinates, though carrying out the 
commands of their official superiors, are as responsible 
for any act which the law docs not authorise as is 
any private and unofficial person. Officials, such for 

family ; and for the general slate of feeling throughout Europe, 
Tocipieville, (Etivres Oompliles, viii. pp. 57-72, The idea of the rule of 
law in this sense implies, or is at any rate closely connected with, the 
absence of any dispensing power on the part cither of the Crown or 
its servants. See Bill of Rights, Preiunhle 1 , Stubbs, Seleci Charters 
(2nd ed.), p. 523. Compare Miller v. Knox, 6 Scott, 1 ; Attomey- 
General v. Kissane, 32 L.R. Ir. 220. 

^ For first meaning see p. 183, ante, 

* Mostyn v. Fabregas, Cowp. 161 ; Musgrave v. Pulido, 5 App. 

Cas. 102 ; Governor Wall’s Gase, 28 St Tr, 61. 

® Entitle V. Carrington, 19 St. Tr. 1030. 

* Phillips V. Efre, L R., 4 Q. B. 225. 
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Part n, example as soldiers ' or clerg}'men of the Established 
Cluircli, are, it is true, in Eugland as elsewhere, 
subject to laws which do ]iot afl’ect the rest of the 
nation, and are in some instances amenable to tri- 
bunals which have no jurisdiction over their fellow- 
countrymen ; officials, that is to say, arc to a certaifi 
extent governed under what may be termed official 
law. But this fact is in no way inconsistent with the 
■principle that all men are in England subject to the 
law of the realm; for though a soldier or a clergy- 
man incurs from his position legal liabilities from 
which other men are exempt, he does not (speaking 
generally) escape thereby from the duties of an 
ordinary citizen. 

Contrast in All Englishman naturally imagines that the rule 
of law (in the sense in which we are now using the 

a-IdFrance. torm) is a trait common to all civilised societies. But 
this supposition is erroneous. Most European nations 
had indeed, by the end of the eighteenth century, 
passed through that stage of development (from which 
England emerged before the end of the sixteenth 
century) when nobles, priests, and others could defy 
the law. But it is even now far from universally 
true that in continental countries all persons are 
subject to one and the .«amc law, or that the Courts 
are supreme tlirougliout the state. If we take 
France as the type of a continental state, 'wm may 
assert, with substantial accuracy, that officials — 
under which word should be included all persons 
employed in the service of the state — are, or have been, 
in their official capacity, to some extent exempted 
from the ordinary law of the land, protected from the 

' As to tlie legal position of soldiers, 'see Chaps. VIII. and IX. post. 
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jurisdiction of the ordinary tribunals, and subject 
in certain respects only to official law administered 
by official bodies.^ 

There remains yet a third and a different sense in 
which the “ rule of law ” or the predominance of the 
legal spirit may be described as a special attribute of 
English institutions. We may say that the constitu- 
tion is pervaded by the rule of law on the ground 
that the general prin cinl es of the constitution (as for 
example the right to pci-sonal liberty, or the right 
of public meeting) are with us th e result of judicial 
decisions detemrining the rights of private p ersons in' 
particular cases brouglit beiore the Courts ; ° whereas 
under many foreign constitutions the security (such 
as it is) giveu to the rights of individuals results, or 
appears to result, from the general principles of the 
constitution. 

This is one portion at least of the iact vaguely 
hinted at in the current but misguiding statement 
that “ the constitution has not been made but has 
“grown.” This dictum, if taken literally, is absurd. 
“ Political institutions (however the proposition may 
“be at times ignored) are the work of men, owe Their 
“ origin and their whole existence to human will. 
“Men did not wake up on a summer moiniug and 
“find them sprung up. Neither do they resemble 
“trees, which, once planted, arc ‘aye growing' while 
“ men ‘are sleeping.’ In every stage of their existence 

1 See Chapter XII. as to the contrast between the uilc of law and 
forciijii adiiiiiiistrative law. 

2 Compare Calcin’s Ciise, 7 Coke, Eep. 1 ; Campbell v. Hall, Cowp. 
20-1 ; Willces v. Wood, 19 St. Tr. 1 153 ; Mostyii v. li'abrctjai<, Cowp. ICl. 
Parliamentary declarations of th^ law such as the Potiiion of Eight 
and the Bill of Rights have a certain affinity to judicial decisiora. 
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“ they are made wbat they are hy human voluntary 
“ agency.” ^ 

Yet, though this is so, the dogma that the form 
of a government is a sort of spontaneous growth so 
closely bound up with the life of a people that we 
can hardly treat it as a product of human will and 
energy, does, though in a loose and inaccurate fashion, 
bring into view the fact that some polities, and among 
them the English constitution, have not been created 
at one stroke, and, for from being the result of legis- 
lation, in the ordinary sense of that term, are the 
fruit of contests carried on in the Courts on behalf of 
the rights of individuals. Our constitution, in short, 
is a judge-made constitution, and it bears on its face 
all the features, good and bad, of judge-made law. 

Hence flow noteworthy distinctions between the 
constitution of England and the constitutions of most 
foreign countries. 

There is in the English constitution an absence of 
those declarations or definitions of rights so dear to 
foreign constitutionalists. Such principles, moreover, 
as you cun discover in the English constitution are, 
like all maxims cstabli.shed by judicial legislation, 
mere generalisations drawn citlier from the decisions 
or dicta of judges, or from statutes which, being 
passed to meet special grievances, bear a close resem- 
blance to judicial decisions, and are in effect judg- 
ments pronounced by the High Court of Parliament. 
To put what is really the same thing in a somewhat 
different shape, the relation of the rights of individuals 
to the principles of the constitution is not quite the 
same in countries like Belgium, where the constitution 
' Mill, Bepresentative Gorenment, p. 4. 
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is tlio result of a legislati\’e act, as it is in England, Chapter 
where the constitution itself is Ijased upon legal 
decisions. In Belgium, which may be taken as a type 
of countries possessing a constitution formed by a 
deliberate act of legislation, you may say with truth 
that the rights of individuals to personal liberty flow 
from or are secured by the constitution. In England 
jthe right to individual liberty is part of the constitu- 
•tioii, because it is secured by the decisions of the 
Courts, extended or confirmed as they are by the 
Habeas Corpus Acts. If it be allowable to apply the 
formulas of logic to questions of law, the difference in 
this matter between the constitution of Belgium and 
the English constitution may be described by the 
statement that in Belgium individual rights are de- 
duetions drawn from the principles of the constitution, 
whilst in England the so-called principles of the con- 
stitution are inductions or generalisations based upon 
2)articular decisions pronounced by the Courts as to 
the rights of given individuals. 

This is of course a merely foimal difference. 

Liberty is as well secured in Belgium as in England, 
and as long as this is so it matters nothing whether 
we say that individuals are free from all risk of arbi- 
trary arrest, because liberty of person is guaranteed 
by the constitution, or that the right to personal 
freedom, or in other words to protection from arbi- 
trary arrest, forms part of the constitution because it 
is secured by the ordinary law of the land. But 
though this merely formal distinction is in itself of no 
moment, provided always that the rights of individuals 
are really secure, the question whether the right to 
personal freedom or the right to freedom of worship is 

H 
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Partil likely to be secure does depeud a good deal upon the 
answer to the inquiry whether the persons who con- 
sciously or unconsciously build up the constitution of 
their country begin with definitions or declarations of 
rights, or with the contrivance of remedies by which 
rights may be enforced or secured. Now, most foreign 
constitution-makers have begun with declarations of 
ritflits. For tliis thev have often been in nowise 
to blame. Their coui>,e of action has more often 
than not been forced upon them by the stress of 
circumstances, and by the consideration that to lay 
down general principles of law is the proper and natural 
function of legislators. But any knowledge of history 
suffices to show that foreign constitutionalists have, 
while occupied in defining rights, given insufficient 
attention to the ab.solute necessity for the provision 
of ade(|uate remedies by which the rights they pro- 
claimed might be enforced. The Constitution of 
1791 proclaimed liberty of conscience, liberty of the 
press, the right of public meeting, the respousibilicy 
of government officials.* But there never was a 
period in the recorded annals of mankind when each 
and all of these rights were so insecure, one might 
almost say so completely non-existent, as at the 
height of the French Revolution. And an observer 
may well doubt whether a good number of these 
liberties or rights are even now so well protected 
under the French Republic as under the English 
Monarchy. On the other hand, there runs through 
the English constitution that inseparable connection 
between the means of enforcing a right and the right 

* See Ploiianl, Las Conutitutions Franfaim, pp. 14-1 C ; Dugiiit and 
Monnier, Les Constitutions tie la Frame (2nd ed.), pp. 4, 5. 
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'to be enforced whicli is the strength of judicial legis- 
,'lation. The saWj uhijiis ihi remedium, becomes from 
this point of view sometliing much more important 
than a mere tautologous proposition. In its bearing 
upon constitutional law, it means that the Euglish- 
nien whoso laboui-s gradually framed the complicated 
set of laws and institutions which we call the Consti- 
tution, fixed their minds far more intently on providing 
remedies for the enforcement of particular rights or 
(what is merely the same thing looked at from the 
other side) for averting definite wrongs, than upon 
any declaration of the Eights of Man or of English- 
men. The Habeas Corpus Acts declare no principle ' 
and define no rights, but they are for practical pur-; 
poses worth a hundred constitutional articles guaran- 
teeing individual liberty. Nor let it be supposed that 
this connection between rights and remedies which 
depends upon the spirit of law pervading English 
institutions is inconsistent with the existence of a 
written constitution, or even W’ith the existence of 
constitutional declarations of rights. The Constitu- 
tion of the United States and the constitutions of the 
separate States are embodied in written or printed 
documents, and contain declarations of liohts.^ But 

^ The Petition of Riylit, and tlie Bill of Rights, as also the American 
Declarations of Rights, contain, it may be said, pi'ochimations of geneial 
principles which resemble the declarations of rights known to foreign 
constitutionalists, and especially the celebrated Declarutinn of the Rights 
of Man (Declaralimi des Lroitf de VHom'nu ct du Oitoyeti) of 1 7 89 ^ . But 
the English and American Declarations on the one hand, and foreign 
declarations of rights on the other, though bearing an apparent 
resemblance to each other, are at bottom remarkable rather by way 
of contrast than of similarity. The Petition of Right and the Bill of 
Bights are not so much “ declarations of rights ” in the foreign sense 
of the term, as judicial condemnations of claims or practices on the 
part of the Crown, which are thereby pronounced illegal. It will be 
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Part II. the statesmen of America hare shown unrivalled skill 
' in providing means for giving legal security to the 
rights declared by American constitutions. The rule 
! of law is as marked a feature of the United States as 
of England. 

The fact, again, that in many foreign countries the 
rights of individuals, e.g. to personal freedom, depend 
upon the constitution, whilst in England the law of 
the constitution is little else than a ge ner alisation, of 
the rights which the Courts secure to individuals, has 
this important result. The general rights guaranteed 
by the constitution may be, and in foreign countries 
constantly are, suspended. They arc something ex- 
traneous to and independent of tlic ordinary course of 
the law. The declaration of the Belgian constitution, 
that individual liberty is “ guaranteed,” betrays a way 
of looking at the rights of individuals very different 
from the way in which such rights are regarded by 
English lawyers. We can hardly say that one right 
is more guaranteed than another. Freedom from 
arbitrary arrest, the right to express one’s opinion on 
all matters subject to the liability to pay compensa- 
tion for libellous or to suffer punishment for seditious 
or bla.sphemous statements, and the right to enjoy one’s 
own property, seem to Englishmen all to rest upon 
the same basis, namely, on the law of the land. To 
say that the “ constitution guaranteed ” one class of 

found that every, or nearly every, clause in the two celebrated docu- 
ments negatives Bome distinct claim made and put into force on behalf 
of the prerogative. No doubt the Declarations contained in the 
American Constitutions have a real similarity to the continental de- 
clarations of rights. They are the product of eighteenth-century 
ideas; they have, however, it is submitted, the distinct purpose of 
legally controlling the action of the legislature by the Articles of the 
CorsMtii^’nn 
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rights more than the other would he to an Englisli- Ciapter 
man an unnatural or a senseless form of speech. In 
the Belgian constitution the words have a definite 
meaning. They imply that no law invading personal 
’ freedom can be passed without a modification of the 
constitution made in the special way in which alone 
-the constitution can be legally changed or amended. 

This, however, is not the point to which our immediate 
attention should be directed. The matter to be noted'' 

‘is, that where the right to indi^udual freedom Js a 
result deduced from the principles of the constitution, 
the idea readily occurs that the right is capable of 
being suspended or taken away. Where, on the other - 
hand, the right to individual freedom is__ part ofJihe 
constitution because it is inherent in the ordinary law 
of the laud, the right is one which can hardly .be 
destroyed without a thorough revolution in the in- 
stitutions and manners of the nation. The so-called 
“ suspension of the Habeas Corjnis Act ” bears, it is 
true, a certain similarity to what is called in foreign 
countries “ suspending the constitutional guarantees.” 

But, after all, a statute suspending the Habeas Coi-pus 
Act falls very far short of what its popular name 
seems to imply ; and though a serious measure 
enough, is not, in reality, more than a suspension 
of one particular remedy for the protection of 
personal freedom. The Habeas Corpus Act may 
'be suspended and yet Englishmen may enjoy almost 
all the rights of citizens. The constitution being 
based on the rule of law, the suspension of the con- 
stitution, as far as such a thing can be conceived 
possible, would mean with us nothing less than a 
revolution 
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That “rule of law,” then, which forms a funda- 
mental principle of the constitution, has three mean- 
ings, or may be regarded from three different points 
of view. 

It means, in the first place, the absolute suprem- 
acy or jwedoniinance of regular law as opposed to the 
influence of arbitrary power, and excludes the exist- 
ence of arbitrariness, of prerogative, or even of wide 
discretionary authority on the part of the govern- 
ment. Englishmen are ruled by the law, and by the 
law alone; a man may with us be punished for a 
breach of law, but he can be punished for nothing 
else. 

It means, again, equality before the law, or the 
equal subjection of all classes to the ordinary law of 
the land administered by the ordinary Law Courts ; 
the “ rule of law ” in this sense excludes the idea of 
any exemption of oflicials or others from the duty of 
obedience to the law which governs other citizens or 
from tlic jurisdiction of the ordinary tribunals ; there 
can be with us nothing really corresponding to the 
“ administrative law ” {droit admiinistratif) or the 
“ administrative tribunals" (tribnnctfcx administratifs) 
of France.' The notion which lies at the bottom of 
the “ administrative law ” known to foreign countries 
is, that affairs or disputes in which the government 
or its servants are concerned are beyond the sphere 
of the civil Courts and must be dealt with by special 
and more or less official bodies. This idea is utterly 
unknown to the law of England, and indeed is funda- 
mentally inconsistent with our traditions and customs. 

The “rule of law,” lastly, may be used 
1 See Chap. Xn. 


as a 
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formula for expressing tlic fact that with us the law Chapter 
of the constitution, the rules which in foreign 
countries natur.ally form part of a constitutional code, 
are not the source but the consequence of the rights 
of individuals, as defined and enforced by the Courts ; 
that, in short, the principles of private law have with 
us been by the action of the Courts and Parliament 
so extended as to determine the position of the Crown 
and of its servants ; thus the constitution is the 
result of the ordinary law of the land. 


tion. 


General propositions, however, as to the nature of influence 
the rule of law carry us but a very little way. If we of Law” 
want to understand what that principle in all its prolltfonf 
different aspects and developments really means, we 
must try to trace its influence throughout some of 
the main provisions of the constitution. The best 
mode of doing this is to examine with care the 
manner in which the law of England deals with the 
following topics, namely, the right to personal free- 
dom ; ^ the right to freedom of discussion ; “ the right 
of public meeting ; ^ the use of martial law ; * the 
rights and duties of the array ; * the collection and 
expenditure of the public revenue ; ® and the respon- 
sibility of Ministers.' The true nature further of the 
rule of law as it exists in England will be illustrated 
by contrast with the idea of droit administratif, or 
administrative law, which prevails in many continental 
countries.® These topics will each be treated of in 
their due order. The object, however, of this treatise. 


1 Chap. V. = Gliap. VI. 3 Chap. VII. 

* Chap. Vlir. 5 Chap. IX. » Chap. X. 

T Chap. XI. 8 Chap. XIT. 
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Part II. as the reader should remember, is not to provide 
minute and full information, e.f/. as to the Habeas 
Coi'pus Acts, or other enactments protecting the 
liberty of the subject ; but simply to show that these 
leading heads of constitutional law, Avhich have 
been enumerated, these “ articles,” so to speak, of the 
constitution, are both governed by, and afford illus- 
trations of, the supremacy throughout English institu- 
tions of the law of the laud.^ If at some future day 
the law of the constitution should be codified, each 
of the topics I have mentioned would be dealt with 
by the sections of the code. Many of these subjects 
arc actually dealt with in the written constitutions 
of foreign countries, and notably in the articles of 
the Belgian constitution, which, as before noticed, 
makes an admirable summary of the leading maxims 
of English constitutionalism. It will therefore often 
be a convenient method of illustrating our topic to 
take the article of the Belgian, or it may be of some 
other constitution, which bears on the matter in 
hand, as for example the right to personal freedom, 
and to consider how far the principle therein em- 
bodied i.s recognised by the law of England ; and if 
it be so recognised, what are the means by which 
it is maintained or enforced by our Courts. One 

' The rule of erjual law is in England now exposed to a new peril. 
“The Legislature has thunght fit,” writes Sir E. Pollock, “by tlie 
Trade Disputes Act, 1906, to confer extraordinary immunities on 
combinations both of employers and of workmen, and to some extent 
on persons acting in their interests. Legal science has evidently 
nothing to do with this violent empirical operation on the body 
politic, and we can only look to jurisdictions beyond seas for the 
further judicial consideration of the problems which our Courts were 
endeavouring (it is submitted, not without a reasonable measure of 
success) to work out on principles of legal iustice." — Pollock, Law of 
Torts (8th ed.), p. v. 
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reason why the law of the constitution is imperfectly Chapter 
luiderstood is, that we too rarely put it side 
by side with the constitutional provisions of other 
countries. Here, as elsewhere, comparison is essential 
to recognition. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE RIGHT TO PERSONAL FREEDOM 

The seventh article of the Belgian constitution 
establishes in that country principles which have 
long prevailed in England. The terms thereof so 
curiously illustrate by way of contrast some marked 
features of English constitutional law as to be worth 
quotation, 

“ Art. 7. La liherte imlividuelle est garantie, 
“Nul ne jyeut kre poursuivi gut dans Its cas 
" p'tvus par la hi, et dans la forme qu'elle prescrit. 

“ Hors le cas de flagrant delit, mil ne pent kre 
“ arrke qu’en vertu de To^xhnnance motvo4e du jug?, 
“ qui doit kre signijiee au moment de I'airestation, ou 
“ auplus tard dans les vingt-quati'e heures.”^ 

The security which an Englishman enjoys for 
personal freedom does not really depend upon or 
originate in any general proposition contained in any 
written document. The nearest approach which our 
statute-book presents to the statement contained in 
the seventh article of the Belgian constitution is the 
celebrated thirty-ninth article ® of the Magna Charta : 


* Oonsiitutwn de la Belgique, art. 7. 

* See Stubbs, Chartm (2nd ed.), p. 301. 
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“ Nulliis liber homo capiatur, vel imprisonetur, aut chapter 
“ dissamatur, aid utlagetiir, and exuletur, aut cdiquo — L- 
“ modo destruatiir, nee super eum ihimus, nec super 
“eiim mittemus, nisi per legale judicium parium 
“ suomm vel per legem terrae" wliicli should be read 
in combination with the declarations of the Petit ion 
of Eight. And these enactments (if such they can 
be called) are rather records of the existence of a 
right than statutes which confer it. The expression 
again, “guaranteed," is, as I have already pointed 
out, extremely significant; it suggests the notion 
that personal liberty is a special privilege insured to 
Belgians by some power above the ordinary law of 
the land. This is an idea utterly alien to English 
modes of thought, since with us freedom of person is 
not a special privilege but the outcome of the ordinary 
law of the land enforced by the Courts. Here, in 
short, we may observe the application to a particular 
case of the general principle that j\dth us individual 
rights are the basis, not the result, of the law of the 
constitution. 

The proclamation in a constitution or charter of 
the right to personal freedom, or indeed of any other 
right, gives of itself but slight security that the right 
has more than a nominal existence, and students who 
wish to know how far the right to freedom of person 
is in reality part of the law of the constitution must 
consider both what is the meaning of the right and, 
a matter of even more consequence, what are the 
legal methods by which its exercise is secured. 

The right to personal liberty as understood in 
England means in substance a person’s right not 
to be subjected to imprisonment, arrest, or other 
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physical coercion in any maimer that does not admit 
of legal justification. That anybody should sufifer 
physical restraint is in England prima facie illegal, 
and can be justified (speaking in very general terms) 
on two grounds only, that is to say, either because 
the prisoner or person suffering restraint is accused of 
some offence and must be brought before the Courts 
to stand his trial, or because he has been duly con- 
victed of some offence and must suffer punishment 
for it. Now personal freedom in this sense of the 
term is secured in England by the strict maintenance 
of the principle that no man can be arrested or im- 
prisoned except in due course of law, i.e. (speaking 
again in very general terms indeed) under some legal 
warrant or authority,^ and, what is of far more con- 
sequence, it is secured by the provision of adequate 
legal means for the enforcement of this principle. 
These methods are twofold namely, redress for 
unlawful arrest or imprisonment by means of a pro- 
secution or an action, and deliverance from unlawful 
imprisonment by means of the writ of habeas ccnpiis. 
Let us examine the general character of each of these 
remedies. 

i. Redress for Arrest . — If we use the term redress 
ill a wide sense, we may say that a person who has 
suffered a wrong obtains redress either when he gets 

^ See as to arrests, Stephen, Cbmvmlanes, ir. (14th ed.), pp. 
303-312. 

“ Another means by which personal liberty or other rights may 
be protected is the allowing a man to protect or assert his rights by 
force against a wrongdoer without inenrring legal liability for injury 
done to the aggressor. The limits within which English law permits 
so-called “self-defence,” or, more accurately, “the assertion of legal 
rights by the use of a person’s own forec^.* is one of the obscurest among 
legal questions. See Appendix, Note IV., Bio'ht of Self-Defence. 



THE RIGHT TO PERSONAL FREEDOM 


SOS 


the wrongdoer punished or when he obtains compensa- 
tion for the damage inflicted upon him by the wrong. 

Each of these forms of redress is in England open 
to every one whose personal freedom has been in any 
way unlawfully interfered with. Suppose, for ex- 
ample, that X without legal justification assaults A, 
by knocking him down, or deprives A of his freedom — 
as the technical expression goes, “ imprisons ” him — 
whether it be for a length of time, or only for five 
minutes ; A has two courses open to him. He can 
have X convicted of an assault and thus eause him to 
be punished for his crime, or he can bring an action 
of trespass against X and obtain from X such com- 
pensation for the damage which A has sustained from 
Jf’s conduct as a jury think that A deserves. Sup- 
pose that in 1725 Voltaire had at the instigation of 
an English lord been treated in Loudon as he was 
treated in Paris. He would not have needed to 
depend for redress upon the goodwill of his friends 
or upon the favour of the Ministry. He could have 
pursued one of two courses. He could by taking 
the proper steps have caused all his assailants to be 
brought to trial as criminals. He could, if he had 
preferred it, have brought an action against each and 
all' of them : he could have sued the nobleman who 
caused him to be thrashed, the footmen who thrashed 
him, the policemen who threw him into gaol, and the 
gaoler or lieutenant who kept him there. Notice 
particularly that the action for trespass, to which 
Voltaire would have had recourse, can be brought, 
or, as the technical expression goes, “lies,” against 
every jjerson throughout the realm. It can and has 
been brought against governore of colonies, against 
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by Court-martial persons not subject to military law, 
against every kind of official high or low. Here then 
we come across another aspect of the “ rule of law.” 
]No one of Voltaire's enemies would, if he had been 
, injured in England, have been able to escape from 
, responsibility on the plea of acting in an official 
I character or in obedience to his official superiors.’ 
Nor would any one of them have been able to say 
that the degree of his guilt could in any way whatever 
be determined by any more or less official Court. 
Voltaire, to keep to our example, would have been 
able in England to have brought each and all of his 
assailants, including the officials who kept him in 
prison, before an ordinary Court, and therefore before 
judges and jurymen who were not at all likely to think 
that official zeal or the orders of official superiors were 
either a legal or a moral excuse for breaking the law. 

Before quitting the subject of the redress afforded 
by the Courts for the damage caused by illegal inter- 
ference with any one’s personal freedom, we shall do 
well to notice the strict adherence of the judges in 
this as in other cases to_two maxims or jjrinciples 
which underlie the whole law of the constitution, and 
the maintenance of which has gone a great way both 
to ensure the supremacy of the law of the land and 
ultimately to curb the arbitrariness of the Crown. 
The first of these maxims or principles is that ever y"- 
^ wrongdoer is indMdually responsible for every unlaw- 
ful or wrongfu l ac t in whmh he_take^part,_and, what 
is really the same thing looked at from another point 
of view, cannot, if the act be unlaw'ful, plead in his 

^ Contrast the French Code Penal, art. 114. 
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drfence that he did it under the orders of a master 
or sujjerior. Voltaire, had he been arrested in Eng- 
land, could have treated each and all of the persons 
engaged in the outrage as individually responsible for 
the wrong done to him. Now this doctrine of indi- 
vidual responsibility is the real foundation of the 
legal dogma that the orders of the King himself are 
no justification for the commission of a wrongful or 
illegal act. The ordinary rule, therefore, that every 
wrongdoer is individually liable for the wrong he has 
committed, is the foundation on which rests the 
great constitutional doctrine of Ministerial responsi- 
bility. The second of these noteworthy maxims is, 
that the Courts give a remedy for the infringement 
of a right whether the injury done be great or small. 
The assaults and imprisonment from which Voltaire 
suffered were serious wrongs; but it would be an 
error to fancy, as persons who have no experience in 
the practice of the Courts are apt to do, that pro- 
ceedings for trespass or for false imprisonment can be 
taken only where personal liberty is seriously inter- 
fered with. Ninety-nine out of every hundred 
actions for assault or false imprisonment have refer- 
ence to injuries which in themselves are trifling. If 
one ruffian gives another a blow, if a policeman makes 
an arrest without lawful authority, if a schoolmaster 
keeps a scholar locked up at school for half an hour 
after he ought to have let the child go home,^ if 
in short X interferes unlawfully to however slight a 
degree with the personal liberty of A, the offender 
exposes himself to proceedings in a Court of law, 
and the sufferer, if he can enlist the sympathies of 
* Hunter v. J Anson, 13 Q. B. D. ii25. 
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Partn. a juiy, may recover heavy damages for the injury 
which he has or is supposed to have suifered. The 
law of England protects the right to personal liberty 
as also every other legal right, against every kind of 
infringement, and gives the same kind of redress (I 
do not mean, of course, inflicts the same degree of 
punishment or penalty) for the pettiest as for the 
gravest invasions of personal freedom. This seems to 
us so much a matter of course as hardly to call for 
observation, but it may be suspected that few features 
in our legal system have done more to maintain the 
authority of the law than the fact that all offences 
great and small are dealt with on the same principles 
and by the same Courts. The law of England now 
knows nothing of exceptional offences punished by 
extraordinary tribunals.^ 

The right of a person who has been wrongfully 
imprisoned on regaining his freedom to put his 
oppressor on trial as a criminal, or by means of an 
action to obtain pecuniary compensation for the 
wrong Avhich he has endured, affords a most insuffi- 
cient security for personal freedom. If X keeps A 
in confinement, it profits A little to know that if he 
could recover his freedom, which he cannot, he could 
punish and fine X. What A wants is to recover his 
liberty. Till this is done he cannot hope to punish 
the foe who has deprived him of it. It would have 
been little consolation for Voltaire to know that if he 
could have got out of the Bastille he could recover 
damages from his enemies. The possibility that he 

1 Contrast with this the extraordinary remedies adopted under the 
old French monarchy for the punishment of powerful criminals. As 
to which see Fldchier, Memoires tur Its Graml-Jov/rs tenues d Clermont 
en lfi65-efi ' 
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might when he got free have obtained redress for Chapter 
the wrong done him might, so far from being a — !_ 
benefit, have condemned hmi to lifelong incarcera- 
■ tion. Liberty is not secure unless the law, in addi- 
tion to punishing every kind of interference with a 
mail’s lawful freedom, provides adequate security that 
every one who without legal justification is placed in 
•confinement shall be able to get free. This security 
is jprovided by the celebrated writ of habeas coijnts 
and the Habeas Corpus k&\&. 

V ii. W'lit of Habeas Cwpiis? — It is not within writ of 
the scope of these lectures to give a history of the corjnts, 
writ of habeas corpus or to provide the details of the 
legislation with regard to it. Por minute informa- 
tion, both about the writ and about the Habeas Corpus 
Acts, you should consult the ordinary legal text-books. 

My object is solely to explain generally the mode in 
which the law of England secures the right to per- 
sonal freedom. I shall therefore call attention to 
the following points : first, the nature of the writ ; 
secondly, the effect of the so-called Habeas Corpus 
Acts; thirdly, the precise effect of what is called 
(not quite accurately) the Suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act ; and, lastly, the relation of any Act 
suspending the operation of the Habeas Corpus Act 
to an Act of Indemnity. Each of these matters has 
a close bearing on the law of the constitution. 

Nature of Writ. — Legal documents constantly give Nature at 
the best explanation and illustration of legal prin- 
ciples. We shall do well therefore to examine with 
care the following copy of a writ of habeas corpus : — 

* See Stephen, Cbmmen<anes(14thed.),iii,pp.69V-70V ; 16Car.I.o.lO ; 

31 . Car. II. C.2 ; 66 GeoiPe 111.1:. 100 ; forsylh, Opimons, 436-452, 481. 
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“ Victoria, hy the Grace of God, of the United 
“ Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen, 

“ Defender of the Faith, 

“ To J. K., Keeper of our Gaol of Jersey, in the 
“Island of Jersey, and to J. C. Viscount of said 
“ Island, greeting. We command you that you have 
“ the body of C. C. IF. detained in our prison under 
“ your custody, as it is said, together with the day 
“and cause of his bri-ng taken and detained, by 
“whatsoever name he ma/y be called or known, in 
“ our Court before us, at Westminster, on the 18th 
“day of January next, to undergo and receive all 
“ and singular such matters and things which our 
“said Court shcdl then and there consider of him in 
“ this behalf ; and have there then this Writ. Witness 
“Thomas Lord Denman, a^ Westminster, the 28rd 
“ day of December in the 8th year of our reign. 

“ By the Court, 

“ Robinson'' ‘ 

“At the instance of C. C. W. 

“R. M. R." 

“ W. A. L., 7 Gray's Inn Square, London, 

“ Attorney for the said C. C. W." 

The character of the document is patent on its 
face. It is an order issued, in the particular instance,' 
by the Court of Queen’s Bench, calling upon a person 
by whom a prisoner is alleged to be kept in confine-' 
ment to bring such prisoner — to “ have his body,’! 

^ C'anw TFiUon’s Case, 7 Q. B. 984, 988. In this particular case 
the writ calls upon the gaoler of the prison to have the body of the 
prisoner before the Court hy a given day. It more ordinarily calls 
upon him to have the prisoner before the Court “ imtnediately after 
the receipt of this writ.” 
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whence the name habeas co't'pus — before the Court to csiapter 
let the Court know on Avhat grouucl the prisoner is 
confined, and thus to give the Court the opportunity 
of dealing with the prisoner as the law may require. 

The essence of the whole transaction is that the Court 
can by the writ of habeas coi’pus cause any person 
who is imprisoned to be actually brought before the 
Court and obtain knowledge of the reason why he is 
imprisoned ; and then having him before the Court, 
either tlien and there set him free or else see that he 
is dealt with in whatever way the law requires, as, 
for example, brouglit speedily to trial. 

The writ can be issued on the application either of 
the prisoner himself or of any j)erson on his behalf, 
or (supposing the prisoner cannot act) then on the 
application of any person who believes him to be 
unlawfully imprisoned. It is issued by the High 
Court, or during vacation by any judge thereof ; and 
the Court or a judge should and will alway.s cause 
it to be issued on being satisfied by affidavit that 
there is reason to suppose a prisoner to be wrongfully 
deprived of his liberty. You cannot say with strict- 
ness that the writ is issued “ as a matter of course,” 
for some ground must bo shown for supposing that a 
case of illegal imprisonment exists. But the writ is 
granted “ as a matter of right,” — that is to say, the 
Court will always is.sue it if piima facie ground is 
shown for supposing that the person on whose behalf 
it is asked for is unlawfully deprived of his liberty. 

The writ or order of the Court can be addressed to 
any person whatever, be he an official or a private 
individual, who has, or is supposed to have, another 
in his custody. Any disobedience to the writ exposes 
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the offmcler to summary punislmient for contempt of 
Court/ and also in many cases to heavy penalties 
recoverable by the party aggrieved.^ To put the 
matter, therefore, in the most general terms, the case 
stands thus. The High Court of Justice possesses, 
as the triliunals which make up the High Court used 
to possess, the power by means of the writ of habeas 
corpus to cause any person who is alleged to be kept 
in unlawful confinement to be brought before the 
Court. The Court can then inquire into the reason 
why he is confined, and can, should it see fit, set him 
then and there at liberty. This power moreover is 
one which the Court always will exercise whenever 
ground is shown by any applicant whatever for the 
belief that any man in England is unlawfully deprived 
of his liberty. 

The Habeas Coipns Acts. — The right to the writ 
of habeas corpus existed at common law long before 
the passing in 1G79 of the celebrated Habeas Corpus 
Act,^ 31 Car. 11. c. 2, and you may wonder how 
it has happened that this and the subsequent Act, 
56 Geo. in. c. 100, are treated, and (for practical 
purposes) rightly treated, as the basis on which rests 
an Englishman’s security for the enjoyment of his 
personal freedom. The explanation is, that prior to 
1679 the right to the writ was often under various 
])leas and excuses made of no effect. The aim of the 
Habeas Coipus Acts has been to meet all the devices 
by which the effect of the writ can be evaded, either 
on the part of the judges, who ought to issue the 

^ Rex V. Winton, 5 T, R. 89, and conf. 5C Geo. III. c. 100, s. 2 ; 
see Comer, Prarlice of the Crown fHde of '.he Court of Queen’s Bench. 

- 31 Car. II. c. 2, a. 4. ® See also 10 Car. 1. c. 10, s. C. 
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same, luid if necessary discharge the prisone r, or .m Chapter 
the-part of the gaoler or other person who has the 
prisoner in custody. The earlier Act of Charles the 
Second applies to persons imprisoned on a charge of 
crime ; the later Act of George the Third applies to 
persons deprived of their liberty otherwise than on a 
criminal accusation. 

Take these two classes of persons separately. 

A person is imprisoned on a charge of crime. If Rahms 
he is imprisoned without any legal warrant for his 1679”*^°*' 
imprisonment, he has a right to bo set at liberty. If, 
on the other hand, he is imjn-isoned under a legal 
warrant, the object of his detention is to ensure his 
being brought to trial. His position in this case 
differs according to the nature of the offence with 


which he is charged. In the case of the lighter 
offences known as misdemeanours he has, generally 
speaking,^ the right to his liberty on giving security 
with proper sureties that he will in due course sur- 
render himself to custody and appear and take his 
trial on such indictment as may be found against him 
in respect of the matter with which he is (barged, or 
(to use technical expressions) he has the right to be | 
admitted to bail. In the case, on the other hand, of 
the more serious offences, such as felonies or treasons, 
a person who is once committed to prison is not en- 
titled to be let out on bail. The right of the prisoner 
is in this case simply the right to a speedy trial. 
The effect of the writ of habeas corpus would be evaded 
either if the Court did not examine into the validity of 


1 See Stephen, Digest of the Law of Criminal Procedure, art. 276, 
note 1, and Edeo art. 136 and p. 89, note 1. Compare the Indictable 
Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 23. 
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'.vamnt on Tvhicli the pri-ouer wac d^-taiaeJ. and if 
"he 7^'arrant were not valid relea-e him, or if the Court, 
on a-eertaining that he '>\&t legally imjtrisoii*'d. did not 
cau^e him. aef-orfling to circutu-tanee? either tj go out 
on LjU or to he -p' 'd ly brought to triil. 

The A'-t pro.'ide-, again-t all The^e po==:i Je fiilures 
ofji't'''-fo The latv fn to per-)Oii= impri'''i:t i nuder 
a'^-ru-itione of mme -tande through the combined 
effea of the rule- of th^ common law and of the 
.statute in 'ub^tanee a' follow The gao’-r who has 
«uch person in cu-stody ii bound when Cdlied upon to 
have the pnvjner before the Court with the true 
oau-se of hi^ r ommitment. If the cau''* i« in-utiieient, 
the prisoner must of course be diseljargeil : if the 
cause ii eutKfhnt, the pri-joner. in ca'e he is i-harged 
with it mi-idemeanour, cau in general iu'i't upon 
being baded till trial ; in rase, on the other hand, the 
chu'ge ie one of trea'un or felony, he can iiid't upon 
being tried at the fir-^t 'C^-iions after his committal, 
or if he is not then tried, upon being bailed, unless 
the witne-ses for the Crown cannot ap[tear. If 
he ii not tried at the .-lecund sessions after his 
commitment, he can indst upon bis relea=;e without 
bail. The net rc'ult, therefoie. appear^ to be that 
while the JJah/'^/s CorpV's Act is in force no person 
committed to prison on a charge of crime can be kept 
long in confinement, for he has the legal means of 
insisting upon either being let out upon bail or else 
of being brought to a speedy trial, j 

A person, again, who is detained in confinement 
but not on a charge of crime needs for his protection 
the means of readily obtaining a legal decision on 
the lawfu lness of his co nfinement, and also of getting 
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an immediate release if he has by law a right to his Chapter 

liberty. This is exactly what the writ of habeas 

corpus affords. Whenever any Englishman or foreigner 
is alleged to be wrongfully deprived of liberty, 
the Court will issue the writ, have the person 
aggrieved brought before the Court, and if he has 
a right to liberty set him free. Thus if a child is 
forcibly kept apart from his parents,* if a man is 
wrongfully kept in confinement as a lunatic, if a nun 
is alleged to be prevented from leaving her convent, 

— if, in short, any man, woman, or child is, or is 
asserted on apparently good grounds to be, deprived 
of liberty, the Court will always issue a writ of 
habeas corpus to any one who has the aggrieved 
person in his custody to have such person brought 
before the Court, and if he is suffering restraint with- 
out lawful cause, set him free. Till, however, the year 
1816 (56 Geo. III.) the machineiyfor obtaining the writ 
was less perfect ' in the case of persons not accused of 
crime than in the case of those charged with criminal 
offences, and the effect of 56 Geo. III. c. 100, was in 

' See Tile Queen v. Nash, 10 Q. B. D. (C. A.) 454 ; ond compare 
Re Agar-Ellis, 24 Ch. D. (C. A.) 317. For recent instances of effect of 
Halteas Corpus Act see Rariianlo v. Ford [1892], A. C. 326 ; Bamardo 
V. McHugh [1891], A. C. 388 ; Reg. v. Jackson [1891], 1 Q. B. (C. A.) 

671 ; Cox V. Hakes, 15 Airp, Cns. 506 ; Reg. v. Barnnrdo, 24 Q. B. D. 

(0. A.) 283 ; and 23 Q. B. D. (C. A.) 305. Compare as to power of 
Court of Chancery for protection of children independently of Habeas 
Corpus Acts, Reg. v. Gyngall [1 893], 2 Q. B. (C. A.) 232. 

As to appeal to Privy Council, see Alt. Gen. for Hong Kong v. 
Kwok-A-Sing (1873), L. E. 5 P. C. 179. 

* The inconvenience ultimately remedied hy the Habeas Corpus 
Act, 1816, was in practice small, for the judges extended to all cases 
of unlawful imprisonment the spirit of the Habeas Corpus Act, 1679, 
and enforced immediate obedience to the writ of habeas corpus, even 
when issued not under the statute, but under the common law authority 
of the' Courts. Blackstone, Comm. iii. p. 138. 
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Part II. substance to apply to non-criminal cases the machinery 
of the great Haheas Corpus Act, 31 Car. IL c. 2. 

At tlie present clay, therefore, the securities for 
personal freedom are in England as complete as 
laws can make them. The right to its enjoyment is 
absolutely acknowledged. Any invasion of the right 
entails either imprisonment or fine upon the wrong- 
doer j and any person, whether charged with crime 
or not, who is even suspected to be wrongfully im- 
prisoned, has, if there exists a single individual willing ! 
to exert himself on the victim’s behalf, the certainty of 
having his case duly investigated, and, if he has been 
wronged, of recovering: his freedom. Let us return 
for a moment to a former illustration, and suppose 
that Voltaire has been treated in London as he was 
treated in Paris. He most certainly would very 
rapidly have recovered his freedom. The procedure 
would not, it is true, have been in 172G c|uite as easy 
as it is now under the Act of George the Third. Still, 
even then it would have been within the power of 
any one of his friends to put the law in motion. It 
would have been at least as easy to release Voltaire in 
1726 as it was in 1772 to obtain by means of haheas 
corpus the freedom of the slave James Sommersett 
when actually confined in irons on board a ship lying 
in the Thames and bound for Jamaica.' 

The whole history of the writ of haheas corpus 
illustrates the predominant attention paid under the 
English constitution to “ remedies,” that is, to modes 
of procedure by which to secure respect for a legal 
right, and by which to turn a merely nominal into 
an effective or real right. The Haheas Corpus Acts 

^ Sommei’teU's Case, 20 St. Tr. 1. 
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are essentially procedure Acts, and simply aim at Chapter 
improving tlje legal mechanism by means of which . 

' the acknowledged right to personal freedom may be 
5 enforced. They are intended, as is generally the case 
iwith legislation which proceeds under the influence 
of lawyers, simply to meet actual and experienced 
difficulties. Hence the Habeas Corpus Act of Charles 
the Second’s reign was an imperfect or very restricted 
piece of legislative work, and Englishmen waited 
nearly a century and a half (1679-1816) before the 
procedure for securing the right to discharge from 
unlawful confinement was made complete. But this 
lawyer-like mode of dealing with a fundamental right 
had with all its defects the one great merit that 
legislation was directed to the right point. There-' 
is no difficulty, and there is often very little gain, in 
declaring the existence of a right to personal freedom. 

The true difficulty is to secure its enforcement. The 
Habeas Corpus Acts have achieved this end, and ■ 
have therefore done for the liberty of Englishmen , 
more than could have been achieved by any declara- 1 
tion of rights. One may even venture to say that 
these Acts are of really more importance not only 
than the general proclamations of the Eights of Man 
which have often been put forward in foreign countries, 
but even than such very lawyer-like documents as the 
Petition of Eight or the Bill of Eights, though these 
celebrated enactments show almost equally with the 
Habeas Corpus Act that the law of the English • 
^constitution is at bottom judge-made law.^ 

^ Compare Imperial Constitution of 1804, se. 60-63, under which 
a committee of the Senate was empowered to take steps for putting ai^ 
end to illegal arrests by the Government See Plouard, Lm OoTistitiLN 
tions Fmnfaws, p. 161, * 
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Every critic of the con.stitution has observed the 
effect of the Habeas Corpus Acts in securing the 
liberty of the subject; what has received less and 
deserves as much attention is the way in which the 
right to issue a Avrit of habeas corpus, strengthened 
as that right is by statute, determines the whole 
relation of the judicial body towards the executive. 
'I’he authority to enforce obedience to the writ is 
nothing less than the power to release from imprison- 
ment any person who in the opinion of the Court is 
unlawfully deprived of his liberty, and hence in effect 
?to put an end to or to prevent any punishment which 
' the Crown or its servants may attempt to iuflict in 
; opposition to the rules of law as interpreted by the 
judges. The judges therefore are in trutli, though 
not in name, invested with the means of hampering 
or supervising the vdiole administrative action of the 
government, and of at once putting a veto upon any 
proceeding not authorised by the letter of the law. 
Nor is this poAver one which has fallen into disuse by 
Avant of exercise. It has often been put forth, and 
this too in matters of the greatest consequence ; the 
knowledge moreoAmr of its existence governs the con- 
t duct of the administration. An cxamjdc or two will 
best shoAv the mode in which the “judiciary” (to use 
a convenient Americanism) can and do by means 
of the writ of habeas corpus keep a hold on the acts 
of the executive. In 1839 Canadian rebels, found 
guilty of treason in Canada and condemned to trans- 
portation, arrived in official custody at Liverpool on 
their Avay to Van Diemen’s Land. The friends of the 
convicts questioned the validity of the sentence under 
which they were transported; the prisoners were 
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thereupon taken from prison and brought upon a writ 
of habeas corpiis before the Court of Exchequer. 
Their whole position having been considered by the 
Court, it was ultimately held that the imprisonment 
was legal. But had the Court taken a different view, 
the Canadians would at once have been released from 
confinement.’ In 1859 an Engli,sh officer serving 
in India was duly convicted of manslaughter and 
sentenced to four years’ imprisonment : he was sent 
to England in military custody to complete there his 
term of punishment. The order under which he was 
brought to this country was technically irregular, and 
the convict having been brought on a writ of habeas 
corpus before the Queen's Bench, was on this purely 
technical ground set at liberty.^ So, to take n very 
notorious instance of judicial authority in matters 
most nearly concei'ning the executive, the Courts have 
again and again considered, in the case of persons 
brought before them b)^ the writ of habeas corpus, 
questions as to the legality of impressment, and as to 
the limits within which the right of impres,sment may 
be exercised and if, on the one hand, the judges 
have in this particular instance (which by the way is 
almost a singular one) supported the arbitrary powers 
of the prerogative, they have also strictly limited the 
exercise of this power within the bounds prescribed 
to it by custom or by statute.® Moreover, as already 
pointed out, the authority of the civil tribunals even 

^ The Case of the Canadian Prisoners, 6 M. & tV. 32. 

® In re Allen, 30 L. J. (Q. B.), 38. 

® See Case of Pressing Mariners, 18 St. Tr. 1323 ; Stcplien, Com- 
mentaries, ii. (1 4th ed.), p. 574 ; conf. Comer, Forms of Writs on Crown 
Side of Court of Qneen’s Bench, for foim of haleas corpus for an impreased 
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Part II. when not actually put into force regulates the action * 
of the government. In 1854 a body of Eussian sailors 
were found wandering about the streets of Guildford, 
without any visible means of subsistence ; they were 
identified by a Eussian naval officer as deserters from 
a Eussian man-of-war which had put into an English 
port; they were thereupon, under his instructions 
and with the assistance of the superintendent of 
police, conveyed to Portsmouth for the purpose of 
their being carried back to the Eussian ship. Doubts 
arose as to the legality of the whole proceeding. The 
law officers were consulted, who thereupon gave it as 
their opinion that “ the delivering-up of the Eussian 
“ sailors to the Lieutenant and the assistance offered 
“ by the police for the purpose of their being con- 
“veyed back to the Eussian ship were contrary to 
“ law.” ^ The sailors were presumably released ; they 
no doubt would have been delivered by the Court 
had a writ of habeas corpus been applied for. Here 
then we see the judges in effect restraining the action 
of the executive in a matter which in most countries 
is considered one of administration or of policy lying 
beyond the range of judicial interference. The 
strongest examples, however, of interference by the 
judges with administrative proceedings are to be 
found in the decisions given under the Extradition 
Acts. Neither the Crown nor any servant of the 
Crown has any right to expel a foreign criminal 
from the country or to surrender him to his own 
government for trial.® A French forger, robber, or 

* See Forsyth, Opinions, p, 468. 

2 See, however, Rex v. Luruly, 2 Y^ntris, 314 ; Rex v. KimhnleiJ, 

2 Stra., 848 ; East India Company v. Campbell, 1 Ves. Sent’., 246 ; 



murderer who esca23es from Prance to England Chapter 
cannot, independently of statutory enactments, be — ^ 
sent back to his native land for trial or punishment. 

The absence of any power on the part of the Crown 
to surrender foreign criminals to the authorities of 
their own state has been found so inconvenient, that 
in recent times Extradition Acts have empowered the 
Crown to make treaties with foreign states for the 
mutual extradition of criminals or of persons charged 
•with crime. The exercise of this authority is, how- 
ever, hampered by restrictions which are imposed by 
the statute under which alone it exists. It therefore 
often happens that an offender arrested under the 
warrant of a Secretary of State and about to be 
handed over to the authorities of his own country 
conceives that, on some ground or other, his case 
docs not fall within the precise terms of any Extra- 
dition Act. Ho applies for a writ of habeas corpus ; 
he is brought up before the High Court; every 
technical plea he can raise obtains full consideration,^ 


Mure V. Kaye, 4 Taunt. 34 ; and Chitty, Criminal Law (1826), pp. 14, 
1 6, in support of the opinion that the Crown possessed a coiniiion law 
right of extradition as regards foreign criminals. This opinion may 
possibly once have been correct. (Compare, however, Reg. v. Bernard, 
Annual Eegister for 1858, p. 328, for opinion of Campbell, C. J., cited 
In re Castimii [1891], 1 Q. B. 149, 153, by Sir C. Russell, arguendo) 
It has, however, in any case (to use the words of a high authority) 
“ ceased to be law now. If any magistrate ■were now to arrest a 
“person on this ground, the validity of the commitment would 
“ certainly be tested, and, in the absence of special legislative provi- 
“ sions, the prisoner as certainly discharged upon application to one 
“of the superior Courts.” — Clarke, EeAradiMon (3rd ed.), p. 27. The 
case of Musgrove v. Chun Teeong Toy [1891], A. C. 272, which 
establishes that an alien has not a legsil right, enforceable by action, 
to enter British territory, suggests the possible existence of a common 
law right on the part of the Crown to expel an alien from British 
territory. g 

1 Lire Bellencontre [1891], 2 Q. B. 122. 
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Part n. and if on any ground whatever it can be shown that 
the terms of the Extradition Act have not been 
complied witli^ or that they do not justify his arrest 
and surrender, he is as a matter of course at once set 
at liberty.' It is easy to perceive that the authority 
of the judges, exercised, as it invariably must be, in 
support of the strict rules of law, cuts down the 
discretionary power's of the Crown. It often prevents 
the English government from meeting public danger 
by measures of precaution which would as a matter j 
of course be taken by the e.xecutivc of any con- i 
tiiiental country. Suppose, for example, that a body 
of foreign anarchists come to England and are 
thought by the police on strong grounds of suspicion 
to be engaged in a plot, say for blowing up the 
Houses of Parliament. Suppose also that the exist- 
ence of the conspiracy does not admit of absolute 
proof. An English Minister, if he is not prepared 
to put the conspirator's on their trial, has no means 
of arresting them, or of expelling them from the 
country.^ In case of arrest or imprisonment they 
would at once be brought before the High Court 
on a writ of habeas corpus, and unless some specific 
legal ground for their detention could be shown they 
would be forthwith set at liberty. Of the political 
or, to use foreign expressions, of the “ administrative ” 
reasons which might make the arrest or expulsion of 
a foreign refugee highly expedient, the judges would | 
hear nothing ; that he was arrested by order of the 
Secretary of State, that his imprisonment was a 

^ In re Cirppin, L. E. 2 Ch. 47 ; The Queen v. fFilson, 3 Q. B. D. 42. 

* Contrast the dealings of Lonis Phiiippe’s Government in 1833 
with the Diidiem de Berry, for which jce GriSgoire, Histoire de France, 
i pp. 356-361. 
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I simple administrative act, that the Prime Minister or Chapter 

I the Home Secretary was j)repared to make affidavit L 

that the arrest was demanded by the most urgent 
considerations of public safety, or to assure the Court 
that the whole matter was one of high policy and 
concerned natiomil interests, would be no answer 
whatever to the demand for freedom under a writ 
of habeas coi'pus. All that any judge could inquire 
into would be, whether there was any rule of common 
or of statute law which would authorise interfereuce 
with a foreigner’s personal freedom. If none such 
could be found, the applic;mts would assuredly obtain 
their liberty. The plain truth is that the power 
possessed by the judges of controlling the administra- 
tive conduct of the executive has been, of necessity, 
so exercised as to prevent the development with us 
of any system corresponding to the “ administrative 
law ” of continental states. It strikes at the root of 
those theories as to the nature of administrative 
acts, and as to the “separation of powers,” on 
which, as will be shown in a later chapter, ‘ the droit 
administratif of France depends, and it deprives the 
Crown, which now means the Ministry of the day, 
of all discretionary authority. The actual or possible 
intervention, in short, of the Courts, exercisable for 
the most part by means of the writ of habeas corpus, 
confines the action of the government within the 
strict letter of the law ; with us the state pan punish, 
but it can hardly prevent the commission of crimes. 

We can now see why it was that the political con- “g'fu. 
fficts of the seventeenth century often raged round 
the position of the judges, and why the battle might 

> ^ee Chap. XII. judges. 
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turn on a point so technical as the inquiry, wliat 
might be a proper return to a writ of habeas corpus? 
Upon the degree of authority and independence to be 
conceded to the Bench depended the colour and work- 
ing of our institutions. To supporters, on the one 
hand, of the prerogative who, like Bacon, were not 
unfrequently innovators or reformers, judicial inde- 
pendence appeared to mean the weakness of the 
executive, and the predominance throughout the state 
of the conservative legalism, which found a repre- 
sentative in Coke. The Parliamentary leaders, on 
the other hand, saw, more or less distinctly, that the 
independence of the Bench was the sole security 
for the maintenance of the common law, which was 
nothino' else than the rule of established customs 

O 

modified only liy Acts of Parliament, and that Coke in 
battling for the power of the judges was asserting the 
rights of the nation ; they possibly also saw, though 
thi.s is uncertain, that the maintenance of rigid 
legality, inconvenient as it might sometimes prove, 
was the certain road to Parliamentary sovereignty." 

Suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act. — During 
periods of political excitement the power or duty of 
the Courts to issue a WTit of habeas corpus, and 
thereby compel the speedy trial or release of persons 
charged witli crime, has been found an inconvenier '■ 
or dangerous limitation on the authority o^ i,nc 
executive government Hence has arisen the occa-, 
sion for statutes which are popularly called Habeas 
Coipus Suspension Acts. I say '‘popularly called,” 

^ DameVs Case, 3 St. Tr. 1. 

See Gardiner, History of England, ii. chap, xxii., for an aJinir- 
aljle statement of the cliil'ereut view.seentertained a? to the position of 
the judges. , 
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ou take (as you may) the Act 34 Geo. III. 
type of such enactments, you will see 
dly corresponds with its received name, 
effect of the Act, which does not even 
ir^ Sie Haheas Coi'pits Act, is to make it im- 
hle f6r any person imprisoned under a warrant 
by a Secretary;^ of State on a charge of high 
Ipii, or ou suspicion of high treason, to insist 
being either discharged or put on trial. No 
tin's is a great diminution in the securities for 

a P. 1 enacts “ tliat every person or persons that are or 

prison n itliin tiie kingdom of Great Britain at or upon 
Ai) on ^vlllcll this Act shall leceive bis Majesty’s rojal assent. 
irfDer, 1^' wanaut of his said Majesty’s most honorahle Privy 
’ ifgned hy six of the said Privy Council, lor high tieason, 
rol high treason, or tieasonable practices, or hy warrant, 
i^|ny of his Majesty’s secretaries of state, for such causes 
' may he detained in safe custody, without bail or main ■ 
he first day of February one thousand seven hundred 
ve j and that no judge or justice of the peace shall hail 
:ich person or peraons so committed, n ithout Older fiom 
jesty’s Privy Council, signed by six of tlie said Pi ivy 
tile said first day of Fohaary one thousand seven 
|d iiiiiety-five ; any law or statute to tlie contrary 
ing.” 

ed suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act under a statute 
:o. Ill, c. .'i4, produces both less and more effect than 
li'S '^'}! repeal of the Haheas Corpus Ada. The suspension, while 
it po'-sihle for the goveninient to airest and keep in 
[■sons declaTOi in ellect by the goveninient to he guilty 
if treasonable practices, and such persons hat c no means 
lithcr a discliarge or a trial. But tlie suspension does 
position of persons not detained in custody under 
treasonable practices. It does not therefore touch the 
crty of ordinary citizens. The repeal of the Habeas 
on the other hand, would deprive every man in England 
seci'Uty against wrongful imprisonment, hut sincp it would 
livi t^ie now unqucstionahle authority of the judges to issue 
nip. i hbedieiice to a writ of habeas corpus at common law, it 
- '■ >.,*Ssuming the Bench to do their duty, increase the power 

' 'yernmeiit to imprison persons suspected of treasoiiahle 

nor materially diminish the freedom of any class of Eiiglish- 
mntfl. Cciq^re Blackstoiie, Comm. iii. p. IS 8. 

I 
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Part n. pcrsoual freedom provided by the Habeas Corpus 
Acts ; buf it falls A'eiy far- short of anything like a 
general suspension of the right to the writ of habeas 
corpus; it in no way affects tlie privileges of any 
person not imprisoned on a charge of high treason : 
it does not legalise any aiTest, imprisonment, or 
punishment which was not lawful before the Pns- 
pension Act passed ; it does not in any wise touch 
the claim to a writ of habeas corpus possessed 
every one, man, woman, or child, who is held in 
confinement otherwise than on a charge of crime. 
The particular statute 34 Geo. III. c. 54 is, and (I 
believe), every other Ilgheas Corpus Suspension Act 
affecting England, has been an annual Act, and must, 
therefore, if it is to continue in force, be renewed 
■ year by year. The sole, immediate, and direct ^ 
result, therefore, of suspending the Habeas Carpus 
Act is this : the Ministry may for the period 
during whicli the Suspension Act continues in force *, 
constantly defer the trial of persons imprisoned on ^ 
the charge ofttreasonable practices. This increase in 
the power of the executive is no trifle, but it falls 
far short of the process known in some foreign coun- 
tries as “ suspending the constitutional guarantees," 
or ill France as the “proclamation of a state of 
siege ’* ; ' it, indeed, extends the arbitrary powers of the 
government to a far less degree than many so-called 
Coercion Acts. That this is so may be seen by a 
mere enumeration of the chief of the extraordii^^^ 
powers which were conferred by comparatively recent 

1 See Diigiiit, Manuel de Droit CmiUitutimmel, pp. 610-513, and 
ailicle “^iLat de Sifege” in Ch^niuV Dictionnaire llisimique dee 
Instituliuns de la France (Clli ed,). 
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enactments on the Iiish executive. Under the Act of Chapter 
1881 (44 Viet. c. 4) the Irish executive obtained the 
absolute power of arbitrary and preventive arrest, 
and could without breach of law detain in prison any 
person arrested on suspicion for the whole period for 
whieh the Act continued in force. It is true that 
the Lord Lieutenant could arrest only persons sus- 
pected of treason or of the commission of some act 
i^ending to interfere with the maintenance of law 
land order. But as the warrant itself to be issued 
by the Lord Lieutenant was made under the 
Act conclusive evidence of all matters contained 
therein, and therefore (tViter alia) of the truth 
of the assertion that the arrested person or “sus- 
l)ect” was reasonably suspected, e.(/. of treason- 
able practices, and therefore liable to arrest, the 
result clearly followed that neither the Lord Lieu- 
tenant nor any official acting under him could by any 
possibility be made liable to any legal penalty for 
any arrest, however groundless or malicious, made in 
due form within the words of the Ac’. The Irish 
government, therefore, could arrest any person whom 
the Lord Lieutenant thought fit to imprison, pro- 
vided only that the warrant was in the form and 
contained the allegations required by the statute. 

Under the Prevention of Crime (Ireland) Act, 1882 — 

45 & 46 Viet. c. 25 — the Irish executive was armed 
with the following (among other) extraordinary 
powers. The government could in the case of certain 
crimes' abolish the right to trial by jury,® could 

* Viz. («) treason or treason-felony ; {b) murder or manslaughter ; 

(c) attempt to murder ; (d) aggravated crime of violence against the 
person ; (e) arson, whether by oommon law or by statute ; (/) attack 
on dwellino-house. ® Sect. 1. 
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arrest strangers found out of doors at night under 
suspicious circumstances,* could seize any newspaper 
which, ill the judgment of the Lord Lieutenant, con- 
tained matter inciting to treason or violence,^ and 
could prohibit any public meeting which the Lord 
Lieutenant believed to be dangerous to the public 
peace or safety. Add to this that the Prevention of 
Crime Act, 1882, re-enacted (incidentally as it were) 
the Alien Act of 1848, and thus empowered the 
British Ministry to expel from the United Kingdom 
any foreigner who had not before the passing of the 
Act been resident in the country for three yeans.^ 
Not one of these extraordinary powers flows directly 
from a mere suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act ; 
and, in truth, the best proof of the very limited 
legal effect of such so-called suspension is supplied 
by the fact that before a Habeas Coipus Suspension 
Act runs out its eflfect is, almost iuvarialily, sup- 
plemented by legislation of a totally different char- 
acter, namely, an Act of Indemnity. 

An Act of hidemnitij . — Keference has already 
been made to Acts of Indemnity as the suprejne 
instance of Parliamentary sovereignty.^ Idiey are 
retrospective statutes which free persons who have 
broken the law from responsibility for its breach, and 
thus make lawful acts which when they were com- 
mitted were unlawful. It is easy enough to see the 
connection between a Habeas Corpus Suspension Act 
and an Act of Indemnity. The Suspension Act, as 
already pointed out, does .not free any person from 
civil or criminal liability for a violation of the law. 

' Sect. 12. ® Sect. 13. ^ Sect. 15. 

^ See pp. 47, 48, ante. 
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Suppose that a Secretary of State or his subordinates CJhaptei 
should, during the suspension of the Habeas Corpus . 
Act, arrest and imprison a perfectly innocent man 
without any cause whatever, except (it may be) 
the belief that it 'is conducive to the public safety 
that the particular person — say, an influential party 
leader such as Wilkes, Fox, or O’Connell — should be 
at a particular crisis kept in prison, and thereby 
deprived of influence. Suppose, again, that an arrest 
should be made by orders of the Ministry under 
eireumstances which involve the unlawful breaking 
into a private dwelling-house, the destruction of 
private, jjroperty, or the like. In each of these in- 
stances, and in many others which might easily be 
imagined, the Secretary of State who orders the arrest 
■ and the oflicials who carry out his commands have 
broken the law. They may have acted under the 
bona fich belief that their conduct was justified by 
the necessity of jn'oviding for the maintenance of 
order. But this Avill not of itself, whether the 
Habeas Coipus Act be .suspended or not, free the 
persons carrying out the arrests from criminal and 
civil liability for tlie wTong they liaAm committed. 

The su.speusioii, indeed, of the Habeas Coipus Act 
may prevent the person arrested from taking at the 
moment any proceedings against a Secretary of State 
or the officers Avho have acted under his orders. For 
the sufiierer is of course imprisoned on the charge of 
high treason or suspicion of treason, and therefore 
will not, while the suspension lasts, be able to get him- 
self discharged from prison. The moment, hoAvever, 
that the Suspension Act expires he can, of course, 
apply for awrit of lia^eascw'pus, and- ensure that. 
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eitlier by meaus of being put on his trial or otherwise, 

\ his arbitrary imprisonment shall be brought to an end. 
In the eases we have supposed the prisoner has been 
guilty of no legal offence. The offenders are in reality 
the Seeretary of State and his subordinates. The 
result is that on the expiration of the Suspension Act 
they arc liable to actions or indictments for their 
illegal conduct, and can derive no defence whatever 
from the mere fact that, at the time when the unlaw- 
ful arrest took place, the Habeas Corjjus Act was, 
partially at any rate, not in force. It is, however, 
almost certain that, when the suspension of the Habeas 
Cot'pus Act makes it possible for the government to 
keep suspected persons in prison for a length of time 
without bringing them to trial, a smaller or greater 
number of unlawful acts will be committed, if not 
by the members of the Ministry themselves, at any 
rate by their agents. We may even go farther than l 
this, and say that the unavowed object of a Habeas] 
Corpus Suspension Act is to enable the government ' 
I to do acts which, though politically expedient, may 
not be strictly legal. The Parliament which destroys 
one of the main guarantees for individual freedom 
must hold, whether wisely or not, that a crisis has 
arisen when the rights of individuals must be post- 
poned to considerations of state. A Suspension Act 
would, in fact, fail of its main object, unless officials 
felt assured that, as long as they bona Jide, and 
uninfluenced by mali ce or by co riuutjnotives, carried 
out the policy of which the Act was the visible sign, 
they would be protected from penalties for conduct 
which, though it might be technically a breach of 
law, was nothino' more than the free exertion for 
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tlio public good of that discretionary power which Chapter 
the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act was in- 
•tended to confer upon the executive. This assurance 
is derived from the expectation that, before the 
Suspension Act ceases to be in force, Parliament 
will pass an Act of Indemnity, protecting all persons 1' 
who have acted, or have intended to act, under the 
powers given to the government by the statute. 

This expectation has not been disappointed. An Act ' 
suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, which has been ■ 
continued for any length of time, has constantly been \ 
followed by an Act of Indemnity. Thus the Act to 
which reference has already been made, 34 Geo. III. 
c. 54, was continued in force by successive annual 
re-enactments for seven years, from 1794 to 1801, In 
the latter year an Act was passed, 41 Geo. III. 
c. 66, “ indemnifying such persons as since the first 
“ day of February, 1793, have acted in the apprehend- 
“ling, imprisoning, or detaining in custody in Great 
‘i Britain of persons suspected of high treason or 
“treasonable practices.” It cannot be disputed that 
the so-called suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, 
which every one knows will probably be followed 
by an Act of Indemnity, is, in reality, a far greater^ 
interference with personal freedom than would appear 
from the very limited effect, in a merely legal point of 
view', of suspending the right of persons accused of 
treason to demand a speedy trial. The Suspension' 

Act, coupled with the prospect of an Indemnity Act, 
does in truth arm the executive with arbitrary powers. 

Still, there are one or two considerations which limit 
the practical importance that can fairly be given 
to an expected Act of Indemnity. The relief to be 
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Part ir. obtained from it is prospective and uncertain. Any 
suspicion on the part of the public, that officials had 
1 grossly abused their powers, might make it difficult 
to obtain a Parliamentary indemnity for things done 
while the Habeas Coij>us Act was suspended. As 
regards, again, the protection to be derived from the 
Act by men who have been guilty of irregular, illegal, 
oppressive, or cruel conduct, everything depends on 
the terms of the Act of Indemnity. These may 
be either narrow or wide. The Indemnity Act, for 
instance, of 1801, gives a very limited amount of 
protection to official wrongdoers. It provides, indeed, 
a defence against actions or prosecutions in respect 
of anything done, commanded, ordered, directed, or 
advised to bo done in Great Britain for apprehend- 
ing, imprisoning, or detaining in custody any person , 
charged with high treason or treasonable practices. 
And no doubt such a defence would cover any irregu- 
larity or merely formal breach of the law, but there 
certainly could be imagined acts of spite or ex^tion, 
done under cover of the Suspension Act, which would 
expose the offender to actions or prosecutions, and 
could not be justified under the terms of the Indem- 
nity Act. Keckless cruelty to a political prisoner, or, 
still more certainly, the arbitrary punishment or the 
execution of a political prisoner, between 1793 and 
1801, would, in spite of 'the Indemnity Act, have left 
every man concerned in the crime liable to suffer 
punishment. Whoever wishes to appreciate the 
moderate character of an ordinary Act of Indemnity 
passed by the Imperial Parliament, should compare 
such an Act as 41 Geo. III. c. 66, with the 
enactment whereby the Jamaica House of Assembly 
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attempted to cover Governor Eyre from all lialnlity Chapter 
for unlawful deeds done in suppressing rebellion during 
1865. An Act of Indemnity, again, tliough it is the 
legalisation of illegality, is also, it should bemoted, itself 
a law. , It is something in its essential character, there- 
fore, very different from the proclamation of martial 
law, the establishment of a state of siege, or any other 
proceeding by which the executive government at its 
own will suspends the law of the land. It is no doubt 
an exercise, of arbitrary sovereign power ; but. .where 
the legal sovereign is a Parliamentary assembly,, even 
acts of state assume the form of regular legislation, 
and this fact of itself maintains in no small degree 
the real no less than the apparent supremacy of law. 
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THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OP DISCUSSION 

The Declaralion of the Rights of Man' and the 
French Constitution of 1791 proclaim freedom of 
discussion and the liberty of the press in terms which 
are still cited in text-books ® as embodying maxim.? of 
French jurisprudence. 

“La litre coiammication des pense'es et des 
“opinions est un des droits les phis p'^cieux de 
“Vliommei tout citoyen petit done purler, Retire, 
“iinprimer librement, sauf iirdpondre de I’abiis de 
“ cette liherte dans les cas determines par la hi.’’ ^ 
“La constitution garantit, comme droit naturel et 
“civil. . . la liherte d tout homviedeparler,d’ mire, 
“ d'imprimer et puhlier ses pense'es, sans que ses ecrits 
“puissent etre soumisd aiiciine censure ou inspection 
“ avant leur publication,’’ * 

Belgian law, again, treats the liberty of the press 
as a fundamental article of the constitution. 

“Art. 18. La presse est lihre; la censure ne 
“pourra jamais etre ^ablie : il ne pent itre exig4 

1 Duguit et Monmer, Lei Gonstitutumg de la France, p. 1. 

2 Bouiguignon, ElAnmts Genetaux de Ldgielatim Frangam, p. 4C8. 

^ Dedal, des drmts, art. 11, Ploumd, p. 16, Duguit et Monniei, p. 2. 

I Constitution de 1791, Tit. 1 ; Plonaid, p 18, Duguit et Monmer, 
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“rfe cautionnemcnt des ecrivains, e'diteurs ou im- ciia]to 
‘‘primcurs. L 

“ Lorsqm V auteur cst connu et domicilie en Bel- 
“gique, I’editeiir, I'impnmeur ou le distnbuteur ne 
“peut etre poursuivi.” ^ 

Both the revolutionists of France and the con- Noprin- 
stitutionalists of Belgium borrowed their ideas about fireL™ of 
freedom of opinion and the liberty of the press from 
England, and most persons form such loose notions 
as to English law that the idea prevails in England 
itself that the right to the free expression of opinion, 
and especially that form of it which is known as the 
“ liberty of the press,” are fundamental doctrines of 
the law of England in the same sense in which they 
were part of the ephemeral constitution of 1791 and 
still are embodied in the articles of the existing Belgian 
constitution ; and, further, that our Courts recognise 
the right of every man to say and write what he 
pleases, especially on social, political, or religious 
topics, without fear of legal penalties. Yet this 
notion, justified though it be, to a certain extent, 
by the habits of modern English life, is essentially 
false, and conceals from students the real attitude of 
English law towards what is called “freedom of 
thought,” and is more accurately described as the 
“ right to the free expression of opinion." As every 
lawyer knows, the phrases "freedom of discussion” 
or “liberty of the press” are rarely found in any 
part of the statute-book nor among the maxims of the 
'common law.® As terms of art they are indeed quite 
unknown to our Courts. At no time has there in 
^ Constitution de la Belgique, art. 18. 

p It appears, however, in ''the Preamble to Lord Campbell’s Act, 

1843, 6 & 7 Viot. 0 . 96.1 



236 


THE RULE OF LA W 


Partn. 


English 
law only 
secure.^ 
that no one 
fihall be 
piinisbed 
except for 
statements 
proved to 
be breach 
of law. 


England been any proclamation of the right to 
liberty of thought or to freedom of speech. The 
true state of things cannot be better described than 
in these words from an excellent treatise on the law 
of libel : — 

“ Our present law permits any one to say, write, 
“ and publish what he pleases ; but if he make a bad 
“use of this liberty he must be punished. If he 
“ unjustly attack an individual, the person defamed 
“may sue for damages; if, on the other hand, the 
“words be written or printed, or if treason or im- 
“ morality be thereby inculcated, the offender can be 
“ tried for the misdemeanour either by information 
" or indictment.” ^ 

Any man may, therefore, say or write whatever 
he likes, subject to the risk of, it may be, severe 
punishment if he publishes any statement (either 
by word of mouth, in writing, or in print) which 
he is not legally entitled to make. Nor is the 
law of England specially favourable to free speech 
or to free writing in the rules which it maintains in 
theory and often enforces in fact as to the kind of 
statements which a man has a legal right to make. 
Above all, it recognises in general no special privilege 
on behalf of the “ press,” if liy that term we mean, 
in conformity with ordinary language, periodical 
literature in general, and particularly the news- 
papers. In truth there is little in the statute- 
book which can be called a “press law.”* The law 

^ Odgers, Uhd and Slander, Introd. (3rd ed.), p. 1 2. 

2 For exceptions to this, see e.g. 8 & 9 Viet. c. 75 ; 44 & 45 Viet, 
c. 60, 8. 2. It is, however, true, as pointed out by one of my critics 
(see the Law of the Press, hy Fisher & Strahnn, 2nd ed. p. iii.), that “there 
is slowly growirtr up a distinct law of the press.” The tendency ol 
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of the press as it exists here is merely part of the Chapter 
law of libel, and it is well worth while to trace out ^ _ 
with some care the restrictions imposed by the law 
of libel on the “freedom of the press,” by which 
expression I mean a person s right to make any state- 
ment he likes in books or newspapers. 

There are many statements with regard to in- ums on 
dividuals which no man is entitled to publish in uait 
writing or print; it is a libel (speaking generally) thus 
to publish any untrue statement about another which 
is calculated to injure his interests, character, or 
reputation. Every man who directly or indirectly 
makes known or, as the technical expression goes, 
“publishes” such a statement, gives currency to a 
libel and is liable to an action for damages. The 
vperson who makes a defamatory statement and 
authorises its publication in writing, the person who 
writes, the publisher who brings out for sale, the 
printer who prints, the vendor Avho distributes a libel, 
are each guilty of publication, and may each severally 
be sued. The gist of the offence being the making 
public, not the writing of the libel, the person who 
having read a libel sends it on to a friend, is a libeller ; 
and it would seem that a man who reads aloud a 
libel, knowing it to be such, may be sued. This 
separate liability of each person concerned in a wrong- 
ful act is, as already pointed out, a very noticeable 

recent press legislation is to a certain extent to free tlie proprietors of 
newspapers from the full amount of liability which attaches to other 
persons for the bona fide publication of defamatory statements made at 
public meetings and the like. See especially the Libel Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 64), s. 4. Whether this deviation 
from the principles of the common law is, or is not, of benefit to 
the public, is an open question which can he answered only by 
experience. 
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and good intentions on the part of a libeller, are no 
legal defence for his conduct. Nor will it avail him 
to show that he had good reason for thinking the 
false statement which he made to be true. Persons 
often must pay heavy damages for giving currency to 
statements which were not meant to be falsehoods, 
and which were reasonably believed to be true. Thus 
it is libellous to publish of a man who has been con- 
victed of felony but has worked out his sentence that 
he “is a convicted felon.” It is a libel on the part of 
X if X publishes that B has told him that A’a bank 
has stopped payment, if, though B in fact made the 
statement to X, and X believed the report to be true, 
it turns out to be false. Nor, again, are expressions 
of opinion when injurious to another at all certain not 
to expose the publisher of them to an action. A 
“ fair ” criticism, it is often said, is not libellous ; but 
it would be a grave mistake to suppose that critics, 
either in the press or elsewhere, have a right to 
publish whatever criticisms they think true. Every 
one has a right to publish fair and candid criticism. 
But “ a critic must confine himself to criticism, and 
“ not make it the veil for personal censure, nor allow 
“ himself to run into reckless and unfair attacks merely 
“ from the love of exercising his power of denuncia- 
“ tion.” ^ A writer in the press and an artist or actor 
whose performances are criticised are apt to draw the 
line between “ candid criticism ” and “ personal cen- 
sure” at very different points. And when on this 
matter there is a difference of opinion between a critic 
and his victim, the delicate question what is meant by 

* Whistler v. iJiis/nn, “The Times," Nov. 27, 1878, per Huddleston, B. 
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fairness has to be determined by a jury, and may be 
so answered as greatly to curtail the free expression 
of critical judgments. Nor let it be supposed that 
the mere “ truth ” of a statement is of itself sufficient 
to protect the person who publishes it from liability 
to punishment. For though tlie fact that an assertion 
is true is an answer to an action for libel, a person 
may be criminally punished for publishing statements 
which, though perfectly true, damage an individual 
without being of any l)enefit to the public. To write, 
for example, and with truth of A that he many years 
ago committed acts of immorality may very well 
expose the writer X to criminal proceedings, and X 
if put on his trial will be bound to prove not only 
that A was in fact guilty of the faults imputed to 
him, but also that the public had an interest in the 
knowledge of A’s misconduct. If X cannot show 
this, he will find that no supposed right of free dis- 
cussion or respect for liberty of the press will before 
an English judge save him from being found guilty 
of a misdemeanour and sent to prison. 

So far in very general terms of the limits placed 
by the law of libel on freedom of discussion as regards 
the character of individuals. Let us now observe for 
a moment the way in which the law of libel restricts 
in theory, at least, the right to criticise the conduct 
of the government. 

Every person commits a misdemeanour who pub- 
lishes (orally or otherwise) any words or any docu- 
ment with a seditious intention. Now a seditious 
intention means an intention to bring into hatred or 
contempt, or to excite disaffection against the King 
or the government and constitution of the United 
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Kingdom as by law established, or either House of 
Parliament, or the administration of justice, or to 
excite British subjects to attempt otherwise than by 
lawful means the alteration of any matter in Church 
or State by law established, or to promote feelings of 
illwill and hostility between different classes.' And 
if the matter published is contained in a written or 
printed document the publisher is guilty of publish- 
ing a seditious libel. The law, it is true, permits the 
publication of statements meant only to show that 
the Crown has been misled, or that the government 
has committed errors, or to point out defects in the 
government or the constitution with a view to their 
legal remedy, or with a view to recommend alterations 
in Church or State by legal means, and, in short, 
sanctions criticism on public affairs which is bonajidc 
intended to recommend the reform of existing institu- 
tions by legal methods. But any one will see at once 
that the legal definition of a seditious libel might 
easily be so used as to check a great deal of what is 
ordinarily considered allowable discussion, and would 
if rigidly enforced be inconsistent with prevailing 
forms of political agitation. 

The case is pretty much the same as regards the 
free expression of opinion on religious or moral 
rpie.stions.’’ Of late years circumstances have recalled 
attention to the forgotten law of blasphemy. But it 
surprises most persons to learn that, on one view of 
the law, any one who publishes a denial of the truth 
of Christianity in general or of the existence of God, 
whether the terms of such publication are decent or 


' See Stephen, Digeet of the Criminal (eth ed.), arte. 96, 97, 98. 
2 IW 'Tt '. 179-18’ 
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otherwise, commits the misdemeanour of publishing Chapter 

a blasphemous libel, and is liable to imprisonment; L- 

that, according to another view of the law, any one 
is gudty of publishing a blasphemous libel who 
publishes matter relating to God, Jesus Christ, or the 
Book of Common Prayer intended to wound the 
feelings of mankind, or to excite contempt against 
the Church by law established, or to promote immor- 
ality; and that it is at least open to grave doubt 
how far the publications Avhich thus wound the 
feelings of mankind are exempt from the character 
of blasphemy because they are intended in good 
faith to propagate opinions wlvich the person who 
publishes them regards as trueJ Most persons, again, 
are astonished to find that the denial of the truth of 
Christianity or of the authority of the Scriptures, 
by “writing, printing, teaching, or advised speaking” 
on the part of any person who has been educated in 
or made profession of Christianity in England, is by 
statute a criminal offence entailing very severe penal. 
tiesJ When once, however, the principles of the 
common law and the force of the enactments still 
contained in the statute-book are really appreciated, no 
one can maintain that the law of England recognises 
anything like that natural right to the free communi- 
cation of thoughts and opinions which was proclaimed 
in France a little over a hundred years ago to 

1 See eapecially Stephen, DiijtA of the Crimiml Law (6tli ed.), art. 

179, and contrast Odgers (3rd ed.), pp. 475-490, where a view of the 
law is maintained differing from that of Sir J. F. Stephen. 

^ See 9 & 10 Will. III. c. 35, aa altered hy 53 Qeo. III. c. 160, 
and Stephen’s Digat of the Criminal Law, art. 181. Conf. Attorney- 
General V. Bradlaugh, 14 Q. I^ D. (C. A.), 667, p. 719, judgment of 
Lindley, L. J. 
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Partn. be one of the most valuable Eights of Man. It is 
quite clear, further, that the effect of English law, 
whether as regards statements made about individuals, 
or the expression of opinion about public affairs, or 
speculative matters, depends wholly upon the answer 
to the question who are to determine whether a given 
publication is or is not a libel. The reply (as we all 
know) is, that in substance this matter is referred to 
the decision of a jury. AVhether in any given case 
a particular individual is to be convicted of libel 
depends wholly upon their judgment, and they have 
to determine the questions of truth, fairness, intention, 
and the like, which affect the legal character of a 
published statement.^ 

Freedom of discus.sion is, then, in England little 
else than the right to -write or say anything which a 
jury, consisting of twelve shopkeepers, think it ex- 
pedient should be said or written. Such “liberty” 
may vary at different times and seasons from unre- 
stricted license to very severe restraint, and the 
experience of English history during the last two 
centuries shows that under the law of libel the 
amount of latitude conceded to the expression of 
opinion has, in fact, differed greatly according to the 
condition of popular sentiment. Until very recent 
times the law, moreover, has not recognised any 

* “ The truth of the matter is very simple when strippeil of all 
“ ornaii)ents of speech, and a man of plain common sense may easily 
“ undermnd it It is neither more nor less than this ; that a man 
“ may publish anything which twelve of his countrymen think is not 
“bkmable, but that he ought to be punished if he publishes that 
“ which is blamable [i.e. that which twelve of his countrymen think 
“is bliimable]; This in plain common sense is the substance of 
“all th.it has been said on the matter.” — B^v. Cutbill, 27 St. Tr. 
642, 675. 



THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF DISCUSSION 243 


privilege on the part of the press. A statement 
which is defamatory or blasphemous, if made in a 
letter or upon a card, has exactly the same character 
if made in a book or a newspaper. The protection 
given by the Belgian constitution to the editor, 
printer, or seller of a newspaper involves a recognition 
of special rights on the part of persons connected with 
the press which is quite inconsistent with the general 
theory of English law. It is hardly an exaggeration 
to say, from this point of view, that liberty of the 
press is not recognised in England. 

AVhy then has the liberty of the press been long 
reputed as a special feature of English institutions ? 

The answer to this inquiry is, that for about two 
centuries the relation between the government and 
the ptess has in England been marked by all those 
characteristics which make up what we have termed 
the “rule” or “supremacy” of law, and that just 
because of this, and not hccau.se of any favour shown 
hy the law of England towai’ds freedom of discussion, 
the press, and e, specially the newspaper press, has 
practically enjoyed with us a freedom which till 
recent years was unknown in continental states. 
Any one will see that this is so who examines care- 
fully the situation of the press in modern England, 
and then contrasts it cither with the press law of 
France or with the legal condition of the press 
in England during the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. 

The present position of the English press is marked 
by two features. 

First, “ The liberty of the press,” says Lord Mans- 
field, “ consists in printing without any previous 
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“ license, subject to the consequences of law.” ^ “ The 
“law of England,” says Lord Ellenborough, “is a 
“ law of liberty, and consistently with this liberty 
“ we have not what is called an imprimatur ; there 
“ is no such preliminary license necessary ; but if 
“ a man publish a paper, he is exposed to the penal 
“ conse(|ueuces, as he is in every other act, if it be 
“ illegal.” = 

These dicta show us at once that the so-ealled 
liberty of the press is a mere application of the 
general principle, that no man is punishable except 
for a distinct breach of the law.® This principle is 
radically inconsistent with any scheme of license or 
censorship by which a man is hindered from writing 
or printing anything which he thinks fit, and is hard 
to reconcile even with the right on the part of the 
Courts to restrain the circulation of a libel, until 
at any rate the publisher has been convicted of 
publishing it. It is also opposed in spirit to any 
regulation requiring from the publisher of an in- 
tending newspaper a preliminary deposit of a certain 
sum of money, for the sake either of ensuring that 
newspapers should be published only by solvent 
persons, or that if a newspaper should contain libels 
there shall be a certainty of obtaining damages from 
the proprietor. No sensible person will argue that 
to demand a deposit from the owner of a newspaper, 
or to impose other limitations upon the right of 
publishing periodicals, is of necessity inexpedient or 
unjust. All that is here insisted upon is, that such 

' Rest V. Dean of St. Asaph, 3 T. R. 431 (note). 

^ Bex V. G(Abett, 29 St. Tr. 49 ; sec. Odgere, Lihd, and Slander (3rd 
ed.), p. 10. 3 See p. 183, ante. 
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checks and preventive measures are inconsistent with Chapter 
the pervading principle of English law, that men are 
to be interfered with or punished, not because they 
may or will break the law, but only when they have 
•committed some definite assignable legal offence. 

Hence, with one exception,' which is a quaint sur- 
vival from a different system, no such thing is known 
with us as a license to print, or a censorship either 
of the press or of political newspapers. Neither the 
government nor any other authority has the right to 
seize or destroy the stock of a publisher because it 
consists of books, jjamphlets, or papers which in the 
opinion of the government contain seditious or libel- 
lous matter. Indeed, the Courts themselves will, only 
under very special circumstances, even for the sake 
of protecting an individual from injury, prohibit the 
publication or republication of a libel, or restrain 
its sale until the matter has gone before a jury, and 
it has been established by their verdict that the 
words complained of are libellous.® Writers in the 
press are, in short, like every other person, subject to 
the law of the realm, and nothing else. Neither the 
government nor the Courts have (speaking generally) 
any greater power to prevent or oversee the publica- 
tion of a newspaper than the writing and sending of 
a letter. Indeed, the simplest way of setting forth 
broadly the position of writers in the press is to say that 
they stand in substantially the same position as letter- 
writers. A man who scribbles blasphemy on a gate ® 

^ J.& the licensing of plays. See the Theatres Act, 1843, 6 & 7 
Viet. c. 68 ; Stephen, Commentarieg (14th cd.), iii. p. 227. 

^ Compare Odgers, Libel and Slander (3rd ed.), chap, xiii., especially 
pp. 388-399, with the first edilion of Mr. Odgers’ work, pp. 13-16. 

® Beg. Pooley, cited Stephen, Digest »f Criminal Law (6thed.),p. 126. 
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and a man who prints blasphemy in a paper or in 
a book commit exactly the same offence, and are 
dealt with in England on the same principles. Hence 
also writers in and owners of newspapers have, or 
rather had until very recently, no special privilege 
■protecting them from liability.' Look at the matter 
which way you will, the main feature of liberty of the 
press as understood in England is that the press 
(which means, of course, the writers in it) is subject 
only to the ordinary law of the land. 

Secondly, Press offences, in so far as the term can 
he used with referenee to English law, are tried and 
punished only by the ordinary Courts of the countrj'-, 
that is, by a judge and jury.^ 

Since the Eestoration,* offences committed through 
the newspapers, or, in other words, the publication 
therein of libels whether defamatory, seditious, or 
blasphemous, have never been tried by any special 
tribunal. Nothing to Englishmen seems more a 
matter of course than this. Yet nothing has in reality 
contributed so much to free the periodical press from 
any control. If the criterion whether a publication 

^ Tills statament iim.st be to a certain extent qualified in view of 
the Libel Act, 1843, 6 & 7 Yiet. c. 96, the Newspaper Libel and 
Begietration Act, 1881, 44 & 45 Viet. c. 60, and the Law of Libel 
Amendment Act, 1888, 51 & 52 Viet. c. 64, which do give some 
amount of special protection to bona fide reports, e.p. of public meetings, 
in newspapers. 

2 The existence, however, of process by criminal information, and 
the rule that truth was no justification, had the result that during the 
eighteenth century seditious libel rose almost to the rank of a press 
offence, to be dealt with, if not by separate tribunals, at any rate by 
special rules enforced by a special procedure. 

^ See as to the state of the press under the Commonwealth, Masson, 
Life ofMiUon, iii. pp. 265-297. Substantially the possibility of trying 
press offences by special tribunals wa^ put an end to by the abolition 
of the Star Chamber in 1641, 16 Car. 1. c. 10. 
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be libellous is the opinion of the jury, and a man may 
publish anything which twelve of his countrymen think 
is not blamable, it is impossible that the Crown or 
the Ministry should exert any stringent control over 
writings in the press, unless (as indeed may sometimes 
happen) the majority of ordinary citizens are entirely 
■opposed to attacks on the government. The times 
■when persons in power wish to check the excesses of 
public writers are times at which a large body of 
-opinion or sentiment is hostile to the executive. But 
under these circumstances it must, from the nature of 
things, be at least an even chance that the jury called 
upon to find a publisher guilty of printing seditious 
libels may sympathise with the language which the 
officers of the Crown deem worthy of punishment, and 
hence may hold censures which are prosecuted as 
libels to be fair and laudable criticism of official errors. 
Whether the control indirectly exercised over the ex- 
pression of opinion by the verdict of twelve common- 
place Englishmen is at the present day certain to 
be as great a protection to the free expression of 
opinion, even in political matters, as it proved a 
century ago, when the sentiment of the governing 
body was different from the prevalent feeling of the 
class from which jurymen were chosen, is an interest- 
ing speculation into which there is no need to enter. 
What is certain is, that the practical freedom of the 
English press arose in great measure from the trial 
with us of “press offences,” like every other kind of 
libel, by a jury. 

The liberty of the press, then, is in England simply 
’one result of the universal predominance of the law 
of the land. The terms^“ liberty of the press,” “ press 
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offences," “ censorship of the press,” and the like, are 
all but unknown to English lawyers, simply because 
any offence which can l3e committed through the press 
is some form of libel, and is governed in substance by 
the ordinary law of defamation. 

The.se things seem to ns at the present day so 
natural as hardly to be noticeable ; let us, however, 
glance as I have suggested at the press law of France 
both before and since the Revolution ; and also at the 
condition of the press in England up to nearly the 
end of the seventeenth century. Such a survey will 
prove to us that the treatment in modern England of 
offences committed through the newspapers affords 
an example, as singular as it is striking, of the legal 
spirit which now pervades every part of the English 
constitution. 

An Englishman who consults French authorities 
is struck with amazement at two facts : press law' 
has long constituted and .still constitutes to a certain 
extent a special department of French legislation, and 
press offences have been, under every form of govern- 
ment which has existed in France, a more or less 

1 The press is now governed in France by the Lai -sur la lilerte 
de la prme, 29-30 Judl. IbSl. This law repeals all earlier edicts, 
decrees, laws, ordinances, etc. on the subject. Immediately before 
this law was passed there were in force more than thirty enactments 
regulating the position of the French press, and inflicting penalties 
on offences which could be committed by writers in the press ; 
and the three hundred and odd closely printed pages of Dalloz, 
treating of laws on the press, show that the enactments then in 
vigour under the Bepublic were as nothing compared to tbe whole 
mass of regulations, ordinances, decrees, and laws which, since the 
earliest days of printing down to the year 1881, have been issued by 
French rulers with the object of controlling the literary expression 
of opinion and thought See Dalloz, Riperioin, vol. xiivi., “ Prem,” 
pp. 384-776, and especially Tit I. chap, i., Tit II. chap. ir. ; Roger 
et Sorel, Codes et Lai Usaelles, ‘ Presse" 637-652 ; Duguit, Manuel de 
Droit CanstUvivmnel, pp. 575-582. 
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special class of crimes. The Acts which have been Chapter 

passed in England with regard to the press since the L_ 

days of Queen Elizabeth do not in number equal one- 
tenth, or even one-twentieth, of the laws enacted 
during the same period on the same subject in 
France. The contrast becomes still more marked if 
we compare the state of things in the two countries 
since the beginning of the eighteenth century, and 
(for the sake of avoiding exaggeration) put the laws 
passed since that date, and vrhieh were till 1881 in 
force in France, against every Act which, whether 
repealed or unrepealed, has been passed in England 
since the year 1700. It will be found that the French 
press code consisted, till after the establishment of the 
present Republic, of over thirty enactments, whilst 
the English Acts about the press passed since the 
beginning of the last century do not exceed a dozen, 
and, moreover, have gone very little way towards 
touching the freedom of writers. 

The ground of this difference lies in the opposite 
views taken in the two countries of the proper rela- 
tion of the state to literature, or, more strictly, to the 
expression of opinion in print. 

In England the doctrine has since 1700 in sub- 
stance prevailed that the government has nothing to 
do with the guidance of opinion, and that the sole 
duty of the state is to punish libels of all kinds, 
whether they are expressed in writing or in print. 

Hence the government has (speaking generally) exer- 
cised no special control over literature, and the law of 
the press, in so far as it can be said to have existed, 
has been nothing else than a branch or an application 
of the l^w of libel. 
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In France, literature lias for centuries been con- 
sidered as the particular concern of the state. The 
prevailing doctrine, as may be gathered from the 
current of French legislation, has been, and still to 
a certain extent is, that it is the function of the ad- 
ministration not only to punish defamation, slander, or 
blasphemy, but to guide the course of opinion, or, at 
any rate, to adopt preventive measures for guarding 
against the propagation in print of unsound or danger- 
ous doctrines. Hence the huge amount aud the special 
and repressive character of the press laws which have 
existed in France. 

Up to the time of the Eevolution the whole litera- 
ture of the country was avowedly controlled by the 
state. The right to print or sell books and printed 
publications of any kind was treated as a special 
privilege or monopoly of certain libraries ; the regu- 
lations (reglements) of 1723 (some part of which was 
till quite recently in force') and of 1767 confined the 
right of sale and printing under the severest penalties 
to librarians who were duly licensed.® Tlio right to 
publish, again, was submitted to the strictest censor- 
ship, exercised partly by the University (an entirely 
ecclesiastical body), partly by the Parliaments, .partly 
by the Crown. The penalties of death, of the galleys, 
of the pillory, were from time to time imposed upon 
the printing or sale of forbidden works. These 
punishments were often evaded; but they after all 
retained practical force till the very eve of the Kevolu- 
tion. The most celebrated literary works of France 

' See Dalloz, B^ertoire, vol. xxxvi., “Presse,” Tit. I. chap, i 
Compare Roger et Sorel, Codes et Lois, “ Presse," pp. 6o7-652. 

2 Ibid 
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were published abroad. Moutesquieu’s- Eisprit des Chapter 
Lois appeared at Geneva. Voltaire’s Henriade w'as 
printed in England ; the most remarkable of his and 
of Eousseau’s writings were published in London, in 
Geneva, or in Amsterdam. In 1775 a work entitled 
Philosophie de la Nature was destroyed by the order 
of the Parliament of Paris, the author was decreed 
guilty of treason against God and man, and would 
have been burnt if he could have been arrested. In 
1781, eight years before the meeting of the States 
Genera], Raynal was pronounced by the Parliament 
guilty of blasphemy on account of his Ilistoire des 
hides} The point, however, to remark is, not so 
much the severity of the punishments which under 
the Auden Regime were intended to suppress the 
expression of heterodox or false beliefs, as the strict 
maintenance down to 1789 of the right and duty of 
the state to guide the literature of the country. It 
should further be noted that down to that date the 
govcriimeiit made no marked distinction between 
periodical and other literature. When the Lettres 
Philosophigues could be burnt by the hangman, when 
the publication of the Henriade and the Encyclope'die 
depended on the goodwill of the King, there was no 
need for establishing special restrictions on news- 
papers. The daily or weekly pres.s, moreover, hardly 
existed in France till the opening of the States 
General.* 

' See Dalloz, B^eitoire, vol. xiivi, " Freese,’’ Tit L chap, i. 

Compare Bogei et Sorel, Codes et Lois, "Freese,” pp. 637-653. 

^ See Roequain, L’Esprit Edvolvtionmire avant la EdvohUion, for 
a complete list of " Livres Condamn^” from 1716 to 1789. Roequain's 
book is full of information on the arbitrariness of the French Qoveni- 
niBiit cliiriri' tlio reions of TjOU'-s vy ■■inl Louis WI 
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Parin. The Revolution (it may be fancied) put an end to 
restraints upon the press. The Declaration of the 
Rights of Man proclaimed the right of every citizen 
to publish and print his opinions, and the language 
has been cited’ in which the Constitution of 1791 
guaranteed to every man the natural right of speaking, 
printing, and publishing his thoughts without having 
his writings submitted to any censorship or inspec- 
tion prior to publication. But the Declaration of 
Rights and this guarantee were practically worthless. 
They enounced a theory which for many years was 
utterly opposed to the practice of every French 
government. 

The Convention did not establish a censorship, 
but under the plea of preventing the circulation of 
seditious works it passed the law of 29th March 1793, 
which silenced all free expression of opinion. The 
Directory imitated the Convention. Under the First 
Empire the newspaper press became the property of 
the government, and the sale, printing, and publica- 
tion of books was wholly .submitted to imperial 
control and censorship.® 

The years which elapsed from 1789 to 1815 were, 
it may be sugge,sted, a revolutionary era which pro- 
voked or excused exceptional measures of state inter- 
ference. Any one, however, who wants to see how 
consonant to the ideas which have permanently 
governed French law and French habits is the notion 
that the administration should by some means keep 
its hand on the national literature of the country, 
ought to note with care the course of legislation from 

^ See p. 234, ante. 

® Dalioz, Beperioire, xxxvi., " Presse,” Tit. I. chap. i. 
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the Restorcation to the present day. The attempt, 
indeed, to control the publication of books has been 
by slow degrees given up ; but one government after 
another has, with curious uniformity, proclaimed the 
freedom and ensured the subjection of the nev/s- 
paper press. From 1814 to 1830 the censorship 
was practically established (21st Oct. 1814), was 
partially abolished, was abolished (1819), was re- 
established and extended (1820), and was re-abolished 
(1828).* The Revolution of July 1830 was occasioned 
by an attempt to destroy the liberty of the press. The 
Charter made the abolition of the censorship part of the 
constitution, and since that date no system of censor- 
ship has been in name re-established. But as regards 
newspapers, the celebrated decree of 17th February 
1852 enacted restrictions more rigid than anything im- 
posed under the name of la censure by any government 
since the fall of Napoleon I. The government took to 
itself under this law, in addition to other discretionary 
powers, the right to suppress any newspaper without 
the necessity of proving the commission of any crime 
or offence by the owner of the paper or by any writer 
in its columns. No one, further, could under this 
decree set up a paper without official authorisation. 
Nor have different forms of the censorship been the 
sole restrictions imposed in France on the liberty of 
the press. The combined operations of enactments 
passed during the existence of the Republic of 1848, 
and under the Empire, was (among other things) to 
make the signature of newspaper articles by their 
authors compulsory,® to require a large deposit from 

' See Dnguit, TraiU de Droit Gonstitutionnel, i. pp. 91, 92. 

* Ddcret, 17 Fevrier, 1862, sec. ^ 2 , Bogeret Sorel, Codes etLou,-p. 648. 

^ Boger et Sorel, Codes et Lois, p. 646. Lois, 16 Julliet 1850. 
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Part n. any person who wished to establish a paper, ^ to with- 
draw all press offences whatever from the cognisance 
of a jury,* to re-establish or reaffirm the provision 
contained in the reylement of 1723 by which no one 
could carry on the trade of a librarian or printer 
(commerce de la lihraine) without a license. It may, 
in fact, be said with substantial truth that between 
1852 and 1870 the newspapers of France were as 
much controlled by the government as was every 
kind of literature before 1789, and that the Second 
Empire exliibitcd a retrogre-ssion towards the despotic 
principles of the Ancien Regime. The Republic,* it 
is true, has abolished the restraints on the liberty of 
the press which grew up both before and under the 
Empire. But though for the last twenty-seven years 
the ruling powers in France have favoured the liberty 
or license of the press, nothing is more plain than 

1 Roger ct Sorel, Codes et Loii, p. (546. Lois, IG Juillct 1850. 

^ Lois, .31 Deo. 1851. 

® One tiling is perfectly clear and deserves notice. The legislation 
of the e.xisting Kepuhlic was not till 1881, any more tliiin that of llie 
Restoration or the Empire, based on the view of the press which 
pervades the modern law of England. “ Press law ” still formed a 
special department of tlie law of France. “ Press offences ” were a 
particular class of crimes, and there were at least two provisions, and 
probably several more, to be found m French laws which conflicted 
with the doctrine of the liberty of the press as understood in England. 
A law passed under the Republic {6th July 1871. Roger et Sorel, 
Codes et Lois, p. 652) reimposed on the proprietors of newspapers tlic 
necessity of making a large deposit, with the proper authorities, as a 
security for the payment of fines or damages incurred in the course 
of the management of the paper. A still later law (29th December 
1875, s. 5. Roger et Sorel, Codes et Lois, p. 662), while it submitted 
sonic press offences to the judgment of a jury, subjected others to the 
cognisance of Courts of which a jury form^ no part. The law of 
29th July 1881 e3tabli.shes the fre^om of the pres.'i. Recent French 
legislation exhibits, no doubt, a violent reaction against all attempts 
to cheek the freedom of the press, but in its veiy effort to secure this 
freedom betrays the existence of the .lotion tliat offences committed 
through the press require in some sort exceptional treatment. 
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that until quite recentlj'^ the idea that press offences 
were a peculiar class of offences to be dealt with in 
a special way and punished by special courts was 
accepted by every party in France. This is a matter 
of extreme theoretical importance. It shows how 
foreign to French notions is the idea that every 
breach of law ought to be dealt with by the ordinary 
law of the land. Even a cursory survey — and no 
other is possible in these lectures — of French legis- 
lation with regard to literature proves, then, that from 
the time when the press came into existence up to 
almost the present date the idea has held ground 
that the state, as represented by the executive, ought 
to direct or control the expression of opinion, and that 
this control has been exercised by an official censor- 
ship — by restrictions on the right to print or sell 
books — and by the subjection of press offences to 
special laws administered by special tribunals. The 
occasional relaxation of these restrictions is of import- 
ance. But their recurring revival is of far more 
significance than their temporary abolition.’ 

Let us now turn to the position of the English 
press during tlic sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies. 

The Crown originally held all presses in its own 
hands, allowed no one to print except under special 

* Note the several laws parsed since 1881 to icpiess the abuse of 
freedom in one form or another \)y the press, e.g. the law of Snd 
August 1 88 modified and completed by the law of 16th March 1898, 
for the suppression of violations of moral principles {outrages aux hmnes 
mmrs) by the press, the law of 28th July 1894, to suppress the 
advocacy of anarchical principles by the press, and the law of 1 6th 
March 1893, giving the French government special powers with 
regard to foreign newspapers, yr newspapers published in a foi'eign 
language. Conf. Uuguit, Manuel de Droit Constitutionnel, p. 582. 
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Partn. license, and kept all presses subject to regulations put 
forward by the Star Cbaniber in virtue of the royal 
prerogative : the exclusive privilege of printing was 
thus given to ninety-seven London stationers and 
their successors, who, as the Stationers’ Company, 
constituted a guild with power to seize all publications 
issued by outsiders ; the printing-presses ultimately 
conceded to the Universities existed only by a decree 
of the Star Chamber. 

Side by side with the restrictions on printing — 
which appear to have more or less broken down — 
there grew up a system of licensing which constituted 
a ^ue censorship.^ 

Press offences constituted a special class of crimes 
cognisable by a special tribunal — the Star Chaml>er — 
which sat without a jury and administered severe 
punishments,® The Star Chamber indeed fell in 1 0 4 1 , 
never to be revived, but the censorship survived the 
Commonwealth, and wms under the Restoration (1602) 
given a strictly legal foundation by the statute 13 & 
14 Car. II. c. 33, which by subsequent enactments 
was kept in force till 1695.® 

Oiigiiial There existed, in short, in England during the 
anrsubse. sixteenth and seventeenth centuries every method of 
hkenes™ curbing tlic prcss which was then practised in France, 
between aiid which has prevailed there almost up to the 

press law ^ 

ofEngianii present day. In England, as on the Continent, the 
France, book trade was a monopoly, the censorship was in full 
vigour, the offences of authors and printers were 

' See for tlie control exercised over the press down to 1695, 
OdRei's, Libel and Slander (3rd ed.), pp. 10-13. 

- Gardiner, History of England, vii. pp. 51, 130 ; ibid., viii. pp. 
225, 234. i 

® See Macaulay, Ifistori/ of England, iv. chaps. xi.\. .\xi. 
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treated as special crimes and severely punished by Chapter 

special tribunals. This similarity or identity of the 

principles with regard to the treatment of literature 
originally upheld by the government of England and 
by the government of France is striking. It is 
rendered still more startling by the contrast between 
the subsequent history of legislation in the two 
countries. In France (as we have already seen) the 
censorship, though frequently abolislied, has almost as 
frequently been restored. In England the system of 
licensing, which was the censorship under another 
name, was terminated rather than abolished in 1695. 

The House of Commons, which refused to continue the 
Licensing Act, was certainly not imbued with any 
settled enthusiasm for liberty of thought. The 
English statesmen of 1695 neither avowed nor enter- 
tained^ the belief that the “free communication of 
“ thoughts and opinions was one of the most valuable 
of the rights of man.”^ They refused to renew the 
Licensing Act, and thus established freedom of the 
press without any knowledge of the importance of 
what they w^cre doing. This can be asserted with 
confidence, for the Commons delivered to the Lords a 
document which contains the reasons for their refusing 
to renew the Act. 

“ This paper completely vindicates the resolution 
“to which the Commons had come. But it proves 
“at the same time that they knew not what they 
“ were doing, what a revolution they were making, 

“ what a power they were calling into existence. 

“They pointed out concisely, clearly, forcibly, and 
“ sometimes with a grave irony which is not un- 

* See Declaration of the Righta of Man, art. 11, p. 234, ante. 




THE RULE OF LA W 


zs8 


Fartn. “becoming, the absurdities and iniquities of the 
“ statute ivhicli was about to expire. But all their 
“objections will be found to relate to matters of 
“ detail. On the great question of principle, on the 
“ question whether the liberty of unlicensed printing 
“ be, on the whole, a blessing or a curse to society, 
“ not a word is said. The Licensing Act is con- 
"demncd, not as a thing essentially evd, but on 
“ account of the petty grievances, the exactions, the 
“jobs, the commercial restrictions, the domiciliary 
“visits, which were incidental to it. It is pronounced 
“ mischievous because it enables the Company of 
“ Stationers to extort money from publishers, because 
“ it empowers the agents of the government to search 
“houses under the authority of general warrants, 
“because it confines the foreign book trade to the 
“port of London; because it detains valuable 
“ packages of books at the Custom House till the 
“ pages are mildewed. The Commons complain that 
“the amount of the fee which the licenser may 
“demand is not fixed. They complain that it is 
“ made penal in an officer of the Customs to open a 
“ box of books from abroad, except in the presence 
“ of one of the censors of the press. How, it is 
“ very sensibly asked, is the officer to know that 
“there are books in the box till he has opened it? 
“ Such were the arguments which did what Milton’s 
“ Areopagitica had failed to do." ^ 

How slight was the hold of the principle of the 
liberty of the press on the statesmen who abolished 
the censorship is proved by tbeir entertaining, two 
years later, a bill (which, however, never passed) to 
1 Macaulay, Histcry of England, iv. pp. 541, 542. 
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pi-ollibit the unlicensed publication of news.' Yet 
while the solemn declaration by the National Assembly 
of 1789 of the right to the free c-xpression of thought 
remained a dead letter, or at best a speculative maxim 
of French jurisprudence which, though not without 
influence, was constantly broken in upon by the 
actual law of France, the refusal of the English Par- 
liament in 1695 to renew the Licensing Act did 
permanently establish the freedom of the press in 
England. The fifty years which folio w^ed were a 
period of revolutionary disquiet fairly comparable 
with the era of the Eestoration in France. But the 
censorship once abolished in England was never re- 
vived, and all idea of restrictions on the liberty of the 
press other than those contained in the law of libel 
have been so long unknown to Englishmen, that the 
rare survivals in our law of the notion that literature 
ought to be controlled by the state appear to most 
persons inexplicable anomalies, and are tolerated only 
because they produce so little inconvenience that 
their existence is forgotten. 

To a student who surveys the history of the liberty 
of the press in France and in England two questions 
suggest themselves. How does it happen that down 
to the end of the seventeenth century the principles 
upheld by the Crown in each country were in sub- 
stance the same ? What, again, is the explanation of 
the fact that from the beginning of the eighteenth 
century the principles governing the law of the press 
in the two countries have been, as they still continue 
to be, essentially dififerent ? The similarity and the 
difiFerence each seems at first sight equally perplexing. 

^ Macaulay, History of England, iv. pp. 771, 772. 
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Yet both one and the other admit of explanation, 
and the solution of an apparent paradox is worth 
giving because of its close bearing on the subject 
of this lecture, namely, the predominance of the 
spirit of legality which distinguishes the law of the 
constitution. 

The ground of the similarity between the press 
law of England and of France from the beginning 
of the sixteenth till the beginning of the eighteenth 
century, is that the governments, if not the people, 
of each country were during that period influenced 
by very similar administrative notions and by similar 
ideas as to the relation between the state and indi- 
viduals. In England, again, as in every European 
country, the belief prevailed that a King was respon- 
sible for the religious belief of his subjects. This 
responsibility involves the necessity for regulating 
the utterance and formation of opinion. But this 
direction or control cannot be exercised without 
governmental interference with that liberty of the 
press which is at bottom the right of every man to 
print any opinion which he chooses to propagate, 
subject only to risk of punishment if his expressions 
contravene some distinct Icjjal maxim. Durinsr the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, in short, the 
Crown was in England, as in France, extending its 
administrative powers ; the Crown was in England, 
as in France, entitled, or rather required by public 
opinion, to treat the control of literature as an afiair 
of state. Similar circumstances produced similar 
results; in each country the same principles pre- 
vailed ; in each country the treatment of the press 
‘ assumed, therefore, a similar character. 
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Tlie reason, again, why, for nearly two centuries, 
the press has been treated in France on princijDles 
utterly different from those which have been accepted 
in England, lies deep in the difference of the spirit 
which has governed the customs and laws of the two 
countries. 

In France the idea has always flourished that the 
government, whether Eoyal, Imperial, or Republican, 
possesses, as representing the state, rights and powers 
as against individuals superior to and independent of 
the ordinary law of the land. This is the real basis 
of that whole theory of a droit administratif,^ which 
it is so hard for Englishmen fully to understand. 
The increase, moreover, in the authority of the central 
government has at most periods both before and since 
the Revolution been, or appeared to most Frenchmen 
to be, the means of removing evils which oppressed 
the mass of the people. The natioii has in general 
looked upon the authority of the state with the same 
favour with which Englishmen during the sixteenth 
century regarded the prerogative of the Crown. The 
control exercised in different fonns by the executive 
over literature has, therefore, in the main fully har- 
monised with the other institutions of France. The 
existence, moreover, of an elaborate administrative 
system, the action of which has never been subject 
to the control of the ordinary tribunals, has always 
placed in the hands of whatever power was supreme 
in France the means of enforcing official surveillance 
of literature. Hence the censorehip (to speak of no 
other modes of checking the liberty of the press) has 
been on the whole in keeping with the general action 

^ See Chap. Xll. post. 
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Part n of French governments and with the average senti- 
ment of the nation, whilst there has never been 
wanting appropriate machinery by which to carry 
the censorship into effect. 

No doubt there were heard throughout the eight- 
eenth century, and have been heard ever since, vigorous 
protests against the censorship, as against other forms 
of administrative arbitrariness ; and at the beginning 
of the Great Revolution, as at other periods since, 
efforts were made in favour of free discussion. Hence 
flowed the abolition of the censorship, but this attempt 
to limit the powers of the government in one par- 
ticular direction was quite out of harmony with the 
general reverence for the authority of the state. 
As long, moreover, as the whole scheme of French 
administration was left in force, the government, in 
whatever hands it was placed, always retained the 
means of resuming its control over the press, when- 
ever popular feeling should for a moment favour the 
repression of free speech. Hence arose the constantly 
recurring restoration of the abolished censorship or of 
restraints which, though not called by the unpopular 
name of la censure, w'ere more stringent than has ever 
been any Licensing Act. Restrictions, in short, on 
what Englishmen understand by the liberty of the 
press have continued to exist in France and are 
hardly now abolished, because the exercise of pre- 
ventive and discretionary authority on the part of 
the executive harmonises with the general spirit of 
French law, and because the administrative machinery, 
which is the creation of that spirit, has always placed 
(as it still places) in the hands of the executive the 
proper means for enforcing discretionary authority. 
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In England, on the other hand, the attempt made Chapter 

by the Crown during the sixteenth and seventeenth 

eenturies to form a strong central administration, 
though it was for a time attended with success, 
because it met some of the needs of the age, was 
at bottom repugnant to the manners and tradi- 
tions of the country ; and even at a time when the 
people wished the Crown to be strong, they hardly 
liked the means by which the Crown exerted its 
strength. 

Hundreds of Englishmen who hated toleration and 
cared little for freedom of speech, entertained a keen 
jealousy of arbitrary power, and a fixed determination 
to be ruled in accordance with the law of the land.^ 

These sentiments abolished the Star Chamber in 
1641, and made the re-establishment of the hated 
Court impossible even for the frantic loyalty of 1660. 

But the destruction of the Star Chamber meant much 
more than the abolition of an unpopular tribunal ; it 
meant the rooting up from its foundations of the 
whole of the administrative system which had been 
erected by the Tudors and extended by the Stuarts. 

This overthrow of a form of administration which 
contradicted the legal habits of Englishmen had no 
direct connection with any desire for the uncontrolled 
expression of opinion. The Parliament which would 
not restore the Star Chamber or the Court of High 
Commission passed the Licensing Act, and this 
statute, which in fact establishes the censorship, was, 
as we have seen, continued in force for some years 
after the Eevolution. The passing, however, of the 

1 See Selden’e remarts on illtgality of the decrees of the Star 
Chamber, cited Gardiner, History of Ewjland, vii. p. 51. 
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Partn. statute, though not a triumph of toleration, was a 
triumph of legality. The power of licensing depended 
henceforward, not on any idea of inherent executive 
authority, but on the statute law. The right of 
licensing was left in the hands of the govern- 
ment, but this power was regulated by the words of a 
statute; and, what was of more consequence, breaches 
of the Act could be punished only by proceedings in 
the ordinary Courts. The fall of the Star Chamber 
deprived the executive of the means for exercising 
arbitrary power. Hence the refusal of the House of 
Commons in 1G95 to continue the Licensing Act was 
something very different from the proclamation of 
freedom of thought contained in the French Declara- 
tion of Rights, or from any of the laws which have 
abolished the censorship in France. To abolish the 
right of the government to control the press, was, 
in England, simply to do away with an exceptional 
authority, which was opposed to the general tendency 
of the law, and the abolition was final, because the 
executive had already lost the means by which the 
control of opinion could be effectively enforced. 

To sum the whole matter up, the censorship 
though constantly abolished has been constantly re- 
vived in France, because the exertion of discretionary 
powers by tlie government has been and still is in 
harmony with French laws and institutions. The 
abolition of the censorship was final in England, 
because the exercise of discretionary power by the 
Crown was inconsistent with our system of adminis- 
tration and with the ideas of English law. The 
contrast is made the more striking by the paradoxical 
fact, that the statesmen who tried with little success 
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to establish the liberty of the jffcss in France really CJwpter 
intended to proclaim freedom of ojnnion, whilst tho 
statesmen who would not pass the Licensing Act, and 
thereby founded the liberty of tho press in England, 
held theories of toleration which fell far short of 
'favouring unrestricted liberty of discussion. This 
contrast is not only striking in itself, but also affords 
the strongest illustration tliat can bo found of English 
conceptions of the rule of law. 
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THE EIGHT OF PUBLIC MEETING* 

The law. of Belgium ® with regard to public meetings 
is contained in the nineteenth article of the constitu- 
tion, Avhich is probably intended in the main to re- 
produce the law of England, and runs as follows : — 

“Art. 19. Les Beiges ont le droit de d assembler 
“ ■paisihlement et sans armes, en se conformant aux 
*‘lois, qui peuvent re'gler I'exercice de ce droit, 
‘*sans neanmoins le soumettre d une autorisation 
prealahle. 

‘'Cette disposition ne s' applique point aux ras- 
“ sembhments en plein air, qui restent entierement 
“soumis aux lois de police."^ 

The restviction.s on the practice of public meeting 
appear to be more stringent in Belgium than in 
England, for the police have with us no special 
authority to control open-air assemblies. Yet just 
as it cannot with strict accuracy be asserted that 

1 See generally as to tlie riglit of public meeting, Stephen, 
Gommenfanes, iv. (14tU ed.), pp. 174-178, and Kenny, Ovtlines of 
Grimimil Law (3rd ed.), pp. 280-28C. See Appendix, Note V., 
Questions connected with the Eight of Public Meeting. 

® See Law QuarterJy Eenieio, iv. p. 159. See also as to right of 
public meeting in Italy, ibid. p. 78 ; in France, iJiid. p. 165 ; in 
Switzerland, ibid, p 169 ; in United States, ibid. p. 257. See as to 
history of law of public meeting in France, Duguit, Marml de Droit 
ConstitiUionnel, pp. 554-659. 

° UorutitiUion de la Belgique, art. 19.<i 
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English law recognises the liberty of the press, so it Chapter 
can hardly be said that our constitution knows of 
such a thing as any specific right of public meeting. 

No better instance can indeed be found of the way 
in which in England the constitution is built up 
upon individual rights than our rules as to public 
assemblies. The right of assembling is nothing more 
than a result of the view taken by the Courts as to 
indiv idual liberty of person and individual liberty of 
speech. There is no special law allowing A, B, and 
C to meet together either in the open air or else- 
where for a lawful purpose, but the right of A to go 
where he pleases so that he does not commit a 
trespass, and to say what he likes to B so that his 
talk is not libellous or seditious, the right of B to do 
the like, and the existence of the same rights of C, 

D, E, and F, and so on ad infinitum, lead to the 
consequence that A, B, C, D, and a thousand or ten 
thousand other persons, may (as a general rule)^ meet 
together in any place where otherwise they each 
have a right to be for a lawful purpose and in a 
lawful manner. A has a right to walk down the 
High Street or to go on to a common. B has the 
same right. C, B, and all their friends have the same 
right to go there also. In other words, A, B, C. 
and D, and ten thousand such, have a right to hold 
a public meeting ; and as A may say to B that he 
thinks an Act ought to be passed abolishing the 
House of Lords, or that the House of Lords are 
bound to reject any bill modifying the constitution 

' ^ It ia not intended here to express any opinion on the point 

whether an agreement on thespart of A, B, and G to meet together 
may not under exceptional ciicumstiinces he a conspiracy. 
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of their House, and as B may make the same remark 
to any of his friends, the result ensues that A and 
ten thousand more may hold a public meeting either 
to support the government or to encourage the 
resistance of the Peers. Here then you have in 
substance that right of public meeting for political 
and other purposes which is constantly treated in 
foreign countries as a special privilege, to be exer- 
cised only subject to careful restrictions. The asser- 
tion, however, that A, B, C, and D, and a hundred 
thousand more persons, just because they may each 
go where they like, and each say what they please, 
have a right to hold meetings for the discussion of 
political and other topics, does not of course mean 
that it is impossible for persons so to exercise the 
right of meeting as to break the law. The object 
of a meeting may be to commit a crime by open 
force, or in some way or other to break the peace, in 
which case the meeting itself becomes an unlawful 
assembly.^ The mode in which a meeting is held 
may threaten a breach of the peace on the part of 
those holding the meeting, and therefore inspire 
peaceable citizens with reasonable fear; in whieh 
case, again, the meeting will be unlawful. In either 
instance the meeting may lawfully be broken up, and 
the members of it expose themselves to all the con- 
sequences, in the way of arrest, prosecution, and 
punishment, which attend the doing of unlawful 
acts, or, in other words, the commission of crimes. 

A public meeting whieh, from the conduct of those 
engaged in it, as, for example, through their marching 

' For tlie meaning of tlie term “ unlat^ful assembly ’’ see Appendix, 
Note V., Questions connected with the EWit of Public Meeting. 
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together in arms, or through their intention to excite Ohaptei 

a breach of the peace on the part of opponents,^ fills 

peaceable citizens with reasonable fear that the peace 
will be broken, is an unlawful assembly. Bjit a meeting 
which is not otherwise illegal does not ' become an un- 
lawful assembly solely because it will excite violent 
and unlawful opposition, and thus may indirectly lead 
to a breach of the peace. Suppose, for example, that 
the members of the Salvation Army propose to hold 
a meeting at Oxford, suppose that a so-called Skeleton 
Army announce that they will attack the Salvation- 
ists and disperse them by force, suppose, lastly, that 
thereupon peaceable citizens who do not like the 
quiet of the town to be disturbed and who dread 
riots, urge the magistrates to stop the meeting of the 
Salvationists. This may seem at first sight a reason- 
able request, but the magistrates cannot, it is sub- 
mitted,® l<?gally take the course suggested to them. 

That under the present state of the law’ this must be 
so is on reflection pretty clear. The right of A to 
walk down the High Street is not, as a rule,* taken 
away by the threat of X to knock A down if A 
takes his proposed walk. It is true that J.’s going 

^ Compiire 0’ Kelly v. Harvey, 14 L. B. Ir. 105, Humphries v. 

Connor, 17 Ir. C. L. E. 1, 8, 9, jnclgment of Fitzger.ild, J. 

^ Tills statement must be read subject to tbe limitations stated, 
p. 273, post. 

® I as.siiine, of course, tliat the Salvationists meet together, as 
they certainly do, fur a lawful purpose, mid meet quite peaceably, 
and without any intent either thciuselves to break tbe peace or to 
incite others to a breach thereof. The magistrates, however, could 
require the members of the Skeleton Army, or perhaps even the 
members of the Salvation Army, to find sureties for good behaviour 
• or to keep the peace. Compare Kenny, Outlines of Criminal Law 
(3rd ed.), pp. 282, 486 ; IFise v. Dunning [1902], 1 K. B. 167. 

* See p. 278, post, and aompare Humphries v. Connor, 17 Ir. 
n T P I 
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peace, but A no more causes the breach of the peace 
than a man whose pocket is picked causes the theft 
by wearing a watch. A is the victim, not the author 
of a breach of the law. Now, if the right of A to 
walk down the High Street is nob affected by the 
threats of X, the right of A, B, and C to march 
down the High Street together is not diminished by 
the proclamation of X, Y, and Z that they will not 
suffer A, B, and C to take their walk. Nor does it 
make any difference that A, B, and C call them- 
selves the Salvation Army, or that X, Y, and Z call 
themselves the Skeleton Army. The plain principle 
is that A’s right to do a lawful act, namely, walk 
down the High Street, cannot be diminished by X’s 
threat to do an unlawful act, namely, to knock A 
•down. This is the principle established, or rather 
illustrated, by the case of Beatty v. Gillbanks} The 
Salvation Army met together at Weston-super-Mare 
with the knowledge that they wmuld bo opposed by 
the Skeleton Army. The magistrates had put out a 
notice intended to forbid the meeting. The Salva- 
tionists, however, assembled, were met by the police, 
and told to obey the notice. X, one of the members, 
declined to obey and was arrested. He was subse- 
quently, with others, convicted by the magistrates of 
taking part in an unlawful assembly. It was an 
undoubted fact that the meeting of the Salvation 
Army vyas likely to lead to an attack by the Skeleton 
Army, and in this sense cause a breach of the peace. 
The conviction, however, of X by the magistrates 
was quashed on appeal to the Queen’s Bench Division. 

1 9 Q. B. D. 308. 
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“Wliftt lias litippencd licrc,” says Field, J., “is 
“ that an luilawful organisation [the Skeleton Array] 
“!has assumed to itself the right to prevent the appel- 
“.lants and others from lawfully assembling together, 
“ and the finding of the justices amounts to this, that 
“ a man may be convicted for doing a lawful act if 
“ he knows that his doing it may cause another to do 
“ an unlawful act. There is no authority for such a 
“proposition.” ^ 

The principle here laid down i.s thus expressed by 
an Irish judge in a case which has itself received the 
approval of the English King’s Bench Division.® 

“ Much has been said on both sides in the course of 
“ the argument about the case of Beatty v. Gillhanks^ 
" I am not sure that I would have taken the same view 
“ of the facts of that case as was adopted by the Court 
“ that decided it ; but I agree with both the law as laid 
“ down by the J udges, and their application of it to the 
“ facts as they understood them. The principle under- 
“ lying the decision seems to me to be that an act 
“ innocent in itself, done with innocent intent, and' 
“ reasonably incidental to the performance of a duty, 
“to the carrying on of business, to the enjoyment of 

* Beatty v. Gillbanks, 9 Q. 13. D. 308, at p. 314. Beaty y. Glenister, 
W. N. 1884, p. 93 ; Bey. v. JuMces of Lomhndcrry, 28 L. R. Ir. 440 ; 
witli which contrast Wise v. JJmniay [1902], 1 K. 13, 167, ami tha 
Irish cases, Humphries v. Comior, 17 Ir. C. I,. K. 1 ; Beg. v. M'Naghton, 
14 Cox C. C. 572 ; O’Kelly v. Harvey, 14 Jj. R. Ir. Ill5. 

It is to be noted thsit the King’s Bench Division in deciding Wise 
V. Dunning did not mean to overrule Realty t. Gililanh, and apparently 
conceived that they were following Beg, v. Justices of Londonderry. 

See also Appendix, Rote Y., Questions connected with the Bight 
of Public Meeting. 

® See Reg. v. Justices of Londmdeny, 28 L. R. Ir. 440 ; Wise v. 
Dunning [1902], 1 K. B. 167? 179, jndgiiiciit of Darling, J. 

3 9 Q. B. D. 308. 


Chapter 

vn. 
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“ a legal right, does not become criminal because it 
“may provoke persons to break the peace, or other- 
“>wise to conduct themselves in an illegal way.” ^ 

Nor is it in general an answer to the claim of, e.g. 
the Salvationists, to exercise their right of meeting, 
that whilst such exercise may excite wrongdoers to 
break the peace, the easiest way of keeping it is to 
prevent the meeting, for “ if danger arises from the 
“ exercise of lawful rights i-esulting in a breach of the 
“ peace, the remedy is the presence of sufficient force 
“ to prevent that result, not the legal condemnation of 
“ those who exercise those rights.” ^ 

The principle, then, that a meeting otherwise in 
every respect lawful and peaceable is not rendered 
unlawful merely by the possible or probable mis- 
conduct of wrongdoers, who to prevent the meeting 
are determined to break the peace, is, it is submitted,® 
well established, whence it follows that in general an 
otherwise lawful public meeting cannot be forbidden 

1 Tlie Queen v. Justices of Londmiieny, 28 L. E. Ir. 440, pp. 461, 
462, judgment of Holme.’, .1. 

^ lieg. V. Judircs of Londunderry, 28 L. B. Ir. 440, p. 450, judg- 
ment of O’Brien, .1, 

^ Wise V. JJuniiing [1902], 1 K. B. 167, or r.itlier some expressions 
used in the judgments in that case, may undoubtedly he cited ns laying 
down the broader rule, that a public meeting in itself lawful, and 
carried on, so far as the jiroinoters and the membeis of it are concerned, 
perfectly peaceably, may become unlawful solely because the natural 
consequence of the meeting will be to produce an unlawful act, viz. a 
breach of the peace on the part of opponents (see pp. 175, 176, judg- 
ment of Alverstone, 0. J. ; p. 178, judgment of Darling, J. ; pp. 179, 
1 80, judgment of (Jhannell, J.). It should be noted, however, that Wise 
V. Dunning has reference, not to the circumstances under which a meet- 
ing becomes an unlawful assembly, but to the different question, what 
are the circumstances under which a person may be required to find 
sureties for good behaviour? (see Keithv, Outlines of Criminal Law, 
p. 486). 
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or broken up by the magistrates simply because the Chapter 

meeting may probably or naturally lead to a breach L 

of the peace on the part of wi'ongdoers. 

To the application of this principle there exist 
certain limitations or exceptions. They are grounded 
on the absolute necessity for preserving the King’s 
peace. 

Fiv&t limitation . — If there is anything unlawful (i)Whera 
in the conduct of the persons convening or addressing 
a meeting, and the illegality is of a kind which 
naturally provokes opponents to a breach of the P“®®- 
peace, the speakers at and the members of the meet- 
ing may be held to cause the breach of the peace, and 
the meeting itself may thus become an unlawful 
meeting. If, for example, a Protestant controver- 
sialist surrounded by his friends uses in some public 
place where there is a large Roman Catholic popula- 
tion, abusive language which is in fact slanderous of 
Roman Catholics, or which he is by a local by-law 
forbidden to use in the streets, and thereby provokes 
a mob of Roman Catholics to break the peace, the 
meeting may become an unlawful assembly. And 
the same result may ensue where, though there is 
nothing in the mode in which the meeting is carried 
on which provokes a breach of the peace, yet the object 
of the meeting is in itself not strictly lawful, and may 
therefore excite opponents to a breach of the peace.^ 

Second limitation . — Where a public meeting, (2)-vfi,ere 
though the object of the meeting and the conduct of 
the members thereof are strictly lawful, provokes a tut peaca 
breach of the peace, and it is impossible to preserve or 

. (Uspersing 

^ Compare IFise v. Dunning [1902], 1 K. B. 167, and U Kelly v. 

Harvey, 14 L. H. Ir. 106. 
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ing the meeting, then magistrates, constables, and 
other persons in authority may call upon the meeting 
to disperse, and, if the meeting docs not disperse, it 
becomes an unlawful assembly.^ Let us suppose, for 
example, that the Salwation Army hold a meeting at 
Oxford, that a so-called Skeleton Army come together 
■with a view to preventing the Salvationists from 
assembling, and that it is in strictness impossible for 
the peace to be preserved by any other means than by 
requiring the Salvationists to disperse. Under these 
circumstances, though the meeting of the Salvation 
Army is in itself perfectly lawful, and though the 
wrongdoers are the members of the Skeleton Army, 
yet the magistrates may, it would seem, if they can in 
no other way preserve the peace, require the Salvation- 
ists to disperse, and if the Salvationists do not do so, 
the meeting becomes an unlawful assembly ; and it is 
possible that, if the magistrates have no other means 
of preserving the peace, i.c. cannot protect the 
Salvationists from attack by the Skeleton Army, they 
may lawfully prevent the Salvationists from holding 
the meeting." But the only justification for prermnt- 
ing the Salvationists from exercising their legal 
rights is the necessity of the case. If the peace ca.n 
be preserved, not by breaking up an otherwise lawful 

^ See especially 0’ Kelly v. Harvey, 14 L. 11. Ir. 105. 

2 It is particularly to be noted that in O' Kelly v. Harvey, 14 L. R. 
Ir. 105, the case in which is carried furthest the right of magistrates to 
preserve the peace hy dispersing a lawful meeting, X, the magisti-ate 
against whom an action for assault was brought, believed that there 
would he a breach of the pence if the meeting broken up continued 
as'einhled, and that there was no other way by which the breach of 
the peace could avoided but by stopping and dispersing the meet- 
ing. Hid. p. 100, judgment of i<aw, C. 
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meeting, but by arresting the wrongdoers — in this Chapter 
case the Skeleton Army — the magistrates or con- 
stables are bound, it is submitted, to arrest the wrong- 
doers and to protect the Salvationists in the exercise 
of their lawful rights.^ 

One point, however, deserves special notice since 
it is apt to be overlooked. 

The limitations or restrictions which arise from the umite- 
paramount necessity for preserving the King’s peace right of 
are, whatever their extent, — and as to their exact meeting 
extent some fair doubt exists, — in reality nothing JimitoSng 
else than restraints, which, for the sake of preserving 
the peace, arc imposed upon the ordinary freedom of freedom, 
individuals. 

Thus if A, a religious controversialist, acting 
alone and unaccompanied by friends and supporters, 
addresses the public in, say, the streets of Liverpool, 
and uses language which is defamatory or abusive, or, 
without being guilty of defamation, uses terms of 
abuse which he is by a local by-law forbidden to use 
in the streets, and thereby, as a natural result of his 
oratory, excites his opponents to a breach of the peace, ■' 

he may be held liable for the wrongful acts of which 
his language is the cause though not the legal justi- 
fication, and this though he does not himself break 
the peace, nor intend to cause others to violate it. 

He may, certainly, be called upon to find sureties for 
his good behaviour, and he may, probably, be pre- 
vented by the police from continuing addresses which 
are exciting a breach of the peace, for “ the cases with 
“ respect to apprehended breaches of the peace show 

^ This is particularly well Jjrought out in O' Kelly v. Harvey, 14 
T B Ir. 105. 
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Ptein. “that the law does regard the infirmity of human 
“ temper to the extent of considering that a breach of 
“ the peace, although an illegal act, may be the natural 
“consequence of insulting or abusive language or 
“ conduct.” * 

So again it may, where the public peace cannot 
otherwise be preserved, be lawful to interfere with 
the legal rights of an individual and to prevent him 
from pursuing a course which in itself is perfectly 
legal. Thus A, a zealous Protestant lady, walks 
through a crowd of Eoman Catholics wearing a 
party emblem, namely, an orange lily, which under 
the circumstances of the ease is certain to excite, and 
does excite, the anger of the mob. She has no inten- 
tion of provoking a breach of the peace, she is doing 
nothing which is in itself unlawful ; she exposes her- 
self, however, to insult, and to pressing danger of 
public attack. A riot has begun ; X, a constable who 
has no other means of protecting A, oi of restoring 
the peace, requests her to remove the lily. She 
refuses to do so. He then, without use of any need- 
less force, removes the flower and thereby restores the 
peace. The conduct of X is apparently legal, and A 
has no ground of action for what would otherwise 
have been an assault. The legal vindication of Xs 
conduct is not that A was a wrongdoer, or that the 
rioters were within their rights, but that the King’s 
peace could not be restored without compelling A to 
remove the lily.® 

1 JVtse V. Dtinnwg [1902], 1KB. 167, at pp. 179, 180, judgment 
of Channell, J. 

® Humphries v. Connor, 17 Ir. C. L R. 1. The case is very 
noticeable ; it cariies the right^of magistrates or constables to inter- 
fere with the legal conduct of A, for the sake of preventinst or terminal- 
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No public meeting, further, which would not 
otherwise be illegal, becomes so (unless in virtue of 
some special Act of Parliament) in consequence of 
any proclamation or notice by a Secretary of State, 
by a magistrate, or by any other official. Suppose, 
for example, that the Salvationists advertise through- 
out the town that they intend holding a meeting in 
a field which they have hired near Oxford, that they 
intend to assemble in St. Giles’s and march thence 
with banners flying and bands playing to their 
proposed place of worship. Suppose that the Home 
Secretary thinks that, for one reason or another, it is 
undesirable that the meeting should take place, and 
serves formal notice upon every member of the army, 
or on the officers who are going to conduct the so- 
called “campaign” at Oxford, that the gathering 
must not take place. This notice does not alter the 
character of the meeting, though, if the meeting be 
illegal, the notice makes any one who reads it aware 
of the character of the assembly, and thus affects his 
responsibility for attending it.^ Assume that the 

ing a breach of the peace by A', to its very furthest extent. The inter- 
ference, if justifiable at all, can bo justified only by necessity, and an 
eminent Irish judge has doubted whether it was not in this case 
carried too far. “ I do not see where we are to draw the line. If 
‘ [AT] is at liberty to take a lily from one person [A] because the wear- 
‘ ing of it is displeasing to others, who may miike it an excuse for a 
‘breach of the peace, where are we to stop? It seems to me that we 
‘ are making, not the l.w of llie land, but the law of the mob supreme, 
‘and recognising in constables a power of interference with the rights of 
the Queen’s subjects, which, if carried into effect to the full extent of 
the principle, might he accompanied by constitutional danger. If it 
“had been alleged that the lady wore the emblem with an intent to 
“ provoke a breach of the peace, it would render her a wrongdoer ; and 
“she might be chargeable os a person creating a breach of the peace,” 
Humphries v. Cmnor, 17 Ir. C. I* E. 1, at pjj. 8, 9, per Fitzgerald, J. 

^ See Bex v. Fumy, 6 C. & P. 81 ; 3 St. Tr. (n. s.) 643. 
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meeting would have been lawful if the notice had 
not been issued, and it certainly will not become 
unlawful because a Secretary of State has forbidden 
it to take place. The proclamation has under these 
circumstances as little legal effect as would have a 
proclamation from the Home Office forbidding me or 
any other person to walk down the High Street. It 
follows, therefore, that the government has little or 
no power of preventing meetings which to all appear- 
ance are lawful, even though they may in fact turn 
out when actually convened to be unlawful because 
of the mode in which they are conducted. This is 
certainly a singular instance of the way in which adher- 
ence to the principle that the proper function of the 
state is the punishment, not the prevention, of crimes, 
deprives the executive of discretionary authority. 

A meeting, lastly, may be lawful which, neverthe- 
less, any wise or public-spirited person would hesitate 
to convene. For A, B, and C may have a right to 
hold a meetino;, although their doing so will as a 
matter of fact probably excite opponents to deeds of 
violence, and possibly produce bloodshed. Suppose 
a Protestant zealot wmre to convene a meeting for 
the purpose of denouncing the evils of the con- 
fes-sional, and were to choose as the scene of the 
open-air gathering some public place where meetings 
were usually held in the midst of a large town filled 
with a population of Eomau Catholic poor. The 
meeting would, it is conceived, be lawful, but no one 
can doubt that it might provoke violence on the part 
of opponents. Neither the government, however, 
nor the magistrates could (it is submitted), as a rule, 
at any rate, prohibit and prevent the meeting from 
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taking place. They might, it would seem, prevent 
the meeting if the Protestant controversialist and his 
friends intended to pursue a course of conduct, 
to give utterance to libellous abuse, which would be 
botli illegal and might naturally produce a breach of 
the peace, or if the circumstances were such that the 
peace could not be preserved otherwise than by 
preventing the meeting.' But neither the govern- 
ment nor the magistrates can, it is submitted, solely 
on the ground that a public meeting may provoke 
wrongdoers to a breach of the peace, prevent loyal 
citizens from meeting together peaceably and for a 
lawful purpose. Of the policy or of the impolicy of 
denying to the highest authority in the state very 
wide power to take in their discretion precautionary 
measures against the evils which may flow from the 
injudicious exercise of legal rights, it is unnecessary 
here to say anything. The matter which is worth 
notice is the way in which the rules as to the right 
of public meeting illustrate both the legal spirit of 
our institutions and the process by wdiich the decisions 
of the courts as to the rights of individuals have in 
effect made the riglit of public meeting a part of the 
law of the constitution. 

1 See p. 2G9, cmle, and compare ffKelly v. Ihrvey, 14 L. B. Ir. 
105, with lh(j. V. Jusfiies of Londonderry, 28 L. R. Ir. 440, and IFtse 
y, Dunning [1902], 1 K, 13. 107, with JJeally v. Gillhanh, 9 Q. B. 10. 
308. And the inagibtriites might probably bind over the conveners 
of the meeting to find snretie.'i for tlieir good be)(avionr. The law on 
this point may, it appears, be thus summed up ; “Even a person vho 
‘has not actually committed any offence at all may be required to 
‘ find sureties for good behaviour, or to keep the peace, if there he 
‘ reasonable grounds to fear that he may commit some offence, or may 
incite others to do so, or even that he may act in some manner 
‘ which would naturally tend to induce other people (against his desire) 

‘ to commit one.” — Kenny, Outlines of Criminal Law, p. 486. 
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MAETIAL LAW 

The rights already treated of in the foregoing chapter, 
as for example the right to personal freedom or the 
right to free expression of opinion, do not, it may he 
suggested, properly belong to the province of consti- 
tutional law at all, but form part either of private law 
strictly so called, or of the ordinary criminal law. 
Thus A’s right to personal freedom is, it may be said, 
only the right of A not to be assaulted, or imprisoned, 
by X, or (to look at the same tiling from another 
point of view) is nothing else than the right of A, if 
assaulted by X, to bring an action against X, or to 
have X punished as a criminal for the assault. Now 
in this suggestion there lies an element of important 
truth, yet it is also undoubted that the right to 
personal freedom, the right to free discussion, and the 
like, appear in the forefront of many written constitu- 
tions, and are in fact the chief advantages which 
citizens hope to gain by the change from a despotic to 
a constitutional form of government. 

The truth is that these rights may be looked upon 
from two points of view. They may be considered 
simply parts of private or, it may be, of criminal law ; 
thus the right to peraonal freedom may, as already 
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pointed out, be looked at as the right of A not to have Chapter 

the control of his body interfered with by X. But in 1 

so far as these rights hold good against the governing 
body in the state, or in other words, in so far as these 
rights determine the relation of individual citizens 
towards the executive, they arc part, and a most im- 
portant part, of the law of the constitution. 

Now the noticeable point is that in England the 
rights of citizens as against each other are (speaking 
generally) the same as the rights of citizens against 
any servant of the Crown. This is the significance of 
the assertion that in this country the law of the con- 
. stitution is part of the ordinary law of the land. The 
fact that a Secretary of State cannot at his discretion 
and for reasons of state arrest, imprison, or punish any 
man, except, of course, where special powers are con- 
ferred upon him by statute, as by an Alien Act or by 
an Extradition Act, is simply a result of the principle 
that a Secretary of State is governed in his official as 
in his private conduct by the ordinary law of the 
realm. Were the Home Secretary to assault the 
leader of the Opposition in a fit of anger, or were 
the Home Secretary to arrest him because he thought 
his political opponent's freedom dangerous to the 
state, the Secretary of State would in either case be 
liable to an action, and all other penalties to which 
a person ex])oses himself by committing an assault. 

The fact that the arrest of an influential politician 
whose speeches might excite disturbance was a strictly 
administrative act would afford no defence to the 
Minister or to the constables who obeyed his orders. 

The subjects treated 9 f in this chapter and in the 
next three chapters clearly belong to the field of 
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Part II. constitutioual law, {itid no one would think of object- 
ing to their treatment in a work on the law of the 
constitution that they are really part of private law. 
Yet, if the matter be looked at carefully, it will be found 
that, just as rules wliich at first sight seem to belong 
to the domain of private law are in reality the foun- 
dation of constitutional principles, so topics which 
appear to belong manifestly to the law of constitu- 
tion depend with us at bottom on the principles of 
private or of criminal law. Thus tlie position of a 
soldier is in England governed, as we shall see, by the 
principle, that though a soldier is subject to special 
liabilities in his military capacity, he remains while in 
' the ranks, as he was when out of them, subject to all 
the liabilities of an ordinary citizen. So, from a legal 
point of view, ministerial responsibility is simply one 
application of the doctrine which pervades English 
law,' that no one can plead the command of a superior, 
were it the order of the Crown itself, in defence of 
conduct otherwise not justified by law. 

Turn the matter wliich way you will, you come 
back to the all-important consideration on which we 
have already dwelt, that whereas under many foreign- 
constitutions the rights of individuals flow, or appear 
to flow, from the articles of the constitution, in Eng- 
land the law of the constitution is the result, not the 
source of the rights of individuals. It becomes* too, 
more and more apparent that the means by which the 
Courts have maintained the law of the constitution 
have been the strict insistence upon the two principles, 
" - first of “ equality before the law," which negatives 

’ See Mommsen, Ronmehe Staatsivdit, p. 672, for the existence of 
-what eeems to have been a similar principle in early Boman la-w. 
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exemption from the liabilities of ordinary citizens or Chapter 
from the jurisdiction of the ordinary Courts, and, 
secondly, of “ personal responsibility of wrongdoers,” 
which excludes the notion that any breach of law on 
the part of a subordinate can be justified by the orders 
of his superiors; the legal' dogma, as old at least as 
the time of Edward the Fourth, that, if any man arrest 
another without lawful warrant, even by the King’s 
command, he shall not be excused, but shall be liable 
to an action for false imprisonment, is not a special 
limitation imposed upon the royal prerogative, but 
the application to acts done under royal orders of 
that principle of individual responsibility which runs 
through the whole law of torts.^ 

“ Martial law,” ^ in the proper sense of that Martial 
term, in which it means the suspension of ordinary 
law and the temporary government of a country ' 
or parts of it by military tribunals, is unknown to 
the law of England.^ We have nothing equivalent 
to what is called in France the “ Declaration of the 
State of Siege,” ^ under which the authority ordinarily 
vested in the civil power for the maintenance of 

1 See Hearn, Government of England (2iid ed.), chap. iv. ; and 
compare Gardiner, History, x. jip. 144, 145. 

^ See Forsyth, Ojnnions, jip. 188-216, 481-563 ; Stephen, History 
of Griiiiinal iaic, i. j)]!. 201-216; Hex v. IHnnty, 5 C. & P. 254 ; 3 St. 

Tr. ( 11 . s.) 11 ; ifey. v. Vincent, 9 C. & P. 91 ; 3 St. Tr. (n. a.) 1037 ; 

Bey. V. Hcalc, 9 C. & P. 431. 

’ Tliis statement has no reference to the law of any other country 
tlian England, even though such country raay fuini p.art of the British 
Empire. With regard to England in time of peace the statement 
is certainly true. As to how far, if at all, it ought to he qualified 
with regard to a state of war, sec Appendix, Note X., Martial Law in 
England during Time of War or Insurrection. 

^ See Loi snr fetat de siPge, 9 Aont 1849, lloger et Sorel, Codes et 
Lois, p. 436 ; Loi 3 Avril 1878, «art. 1, and generally Duguit, Manuel 
de Droit Conslitutionnel, e. 76, pp. 610-513, 926. See p. 388, post. 
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order and police passes entirely to the army {autorite 
militaive). This is an unmistakable proof of the per- 
manent supremacy of the law under our constitution. 

The assertion, however, that no such thing as 
martial law exists under our system of government, 
though perfectly true, will mislead any one who does 
not attend carefully to the distinction between two 
utterly different senses in wdiich the term “martial 
law ” is used by English writers. 

Martial law' is sometimes employed as a name for 
the common law right of tlie Crown and its servants 
to repel force by force in the case of invasion, insur- 
rection, riot, or generally of any violent resistance to 
the law. This right, or power, is essential to the very 
existence of orderly government, and is most assuredly 
recognised in the most ample manner by the law of 
England. It is a pow'cr wdiich has in itself no special 
connection with the existence of an armed force. The 
Grown has the right to put dowm breaches of the 
peace. Every subject, wdiethcr a civilian or a soldier, 
whether what is called a "servant of the govern- 
ment,” such for example as a policeman, or a person 
in no w'ay connected with the administration, not 
only has the right, but is, as a matter of legal duty,’ 
bound to assist in putting down breaches of tlie peace. 
No doubt policemen or soldiers are the persons who, 
as being specially employed in the maintenance of 
order, are most generally called upon to suppress a 
riot, but it is clear that all loyal subjects are bound to 
take their part in the suppreission of riots. 

' Compare Miller v. Knox, 6 Scott 1. See statement of Commis- 
Bioners including Bowen, L.J, and R B. Haldane, Q.C.,for Inquiring into 
the Distarbances atl’eatherstone in 1393 [C. 7234], and see Appendix, 
Note VI., Duty of Soldiera called upon, to disperse Unlawful Assembly. 
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It is also clear that a soldier has, as such, no Chapter 
'exemption from liability to the law for his conduct in 
restoring order. Officers, magistrates, soldiers, police- 
men, ordinary citizens, all occupy in the eye of the 
law the same position ; they are, each and all of them, 
bound to withstand and .put down breaches of the 
peace, such as riots and other disturbances ; they are, 
each and all of them, authorised to employ so much 
force, even to the taking of life, as may be necessary 
for that purpose, and they are none of them entitled 
to use more ; they are, each and all of them, liable to 
be called to account before a jury for the use of ex- 
cessive, that is, of unnecessary force ; they are each, 
it must be added — for this is often forgotten — liable, 
in theory at least, to be called to account before the 
Courts for non-performance of their duty as citizens in 
putting down riots, though of course the degree and 
kind of energy which each is reasonably bound to 
exert in the maintenance of order may depend upon 
and differ with his position as officer, magistrate, 
soldier, or ordinary civilian. "Whoever doubts these 
propositions should study the leading case of R^x v. 
Pimmj^ in which was fully considered the duty of 
the Mayor of Bristol in reference to the Reform Riots 
of 1831. 

So accustomed have people become to fancy that 
the maintenance of the peace is the duty solely of 
soldiers or policemen, that many students will prob- 
ably feel surprise on discovering, from the doctrine 
laid down in Rex v. Finney, how stringent are' the 
obligations of a magistrate in time of tumult, and how 
unlimited is the amount gf force which he is bound to 
1 5 0. & P. 254 ; 3 St. Tr. (11. e.) 11. 
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TuilL employ in fsupport of the law. A student, further, 
must i>e on his guard against being misled, as he well 
might be, by the language of the Kiot Aet.^ That 
statute provides, in substance, that if twelve rioters 
continue together for an hour after a magistrate has 
made a proclamation to them in the terms of the Act 
(which proclamation is absurdly enough called read- 
ing the Riot Act) ordering them to disperse, he may 
command the troops to fire upon the rioters or charge 
them sword in hand.^ This, of course, is not the 
language, but it is the effect of the enactment. Now 
the error into which an uuiiistructed reader is likely 
to fall, and into which magistrates and officers have 
from time to time (and notably during the Gordon 
riots of 1780) in fact fallen, is to suppose that the 
effect of the Riot Act is negative as well as positive, 
and that, therefore, the military cannot be employed 
without the fulfilment of the conditions imposed by 
the statute. This notion is now known to be erro- 
neous ; the occasion on which force can be employed, 
and tiie kind and degree of force which it is lawful 
bO use in order to put dowm a riot, is determined by 
nothing else than the necessity of the case. 

If, then, Ijy martial law be meant the power of the 
government or of loy’al citizens to nicaintain public 
order, at whatever cost of blood or property may be 
necessary, martial law is assuredly part of the law of 
England. Even, however, as to this kind of martial 
law one should always bear in mind that the question 
whether the force employed was necessary or excessive 
will, especially where death has ensued, be ultimately 

^ 1 Geo. Ic stot 2, c. 5. 

® See StephcL, Hiitory of Oriminal Law, i. pp. 202-205. 
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detci'tuiued by a judge and jury,^ and LliaL Llie esLiiuaLc Chapter 
of wbat constitutes necessary force formed by a judge 
and jury, sitting in quiet and safety after the sup- 
pression of a riot, may differ considerably from the 
judgment formed by a general or magistrate, who is 
surrounded by armed rioters, and knows that at any 
moment a riot may become a formidable rebellion, 
and the rebellion if unchecked become a successful 
revolution. 

Martial law is, however, more often used as the in wimt 
name for the government of a country or a district S'aw”' 
by military tribunals, which more or less supersede 
the jurisdiction of the Courts. The proclamation of 

martial law in this sense of the term is, as has been 
already pointed out,^ nearly equivalent to the state 
of things which in France and many other foreign 
countries is known as the declaration of a “ state of 
siege,” and is in effect the temporary and recognised 
government of a countiy by military force. The 
legal aspect of this condition of affairs in states which 
recognise the existence of this kind of martial law 
can hardly be better given than by citing some of the 
provisions of the law which at the present day regu- 
lates the state of siege in France : — 

1 This statement does not contradict anything decided hy Ex parte 
1). F. Miiniis [1902], A. C. 109, nor is it inconsistent with the language 
used in the judgment of the Privy Council, if that languiige be strictly 
construed, as it ouglit to he, in uccoi'daiice with the iinpoitiint principles 
that, first, “a case is only iin authority for what it actually decides” 

(^Quinnv. Ircat/icm [1901], A.C. 506, judgment of Halsbury, L. C.), and, 
secondly, “ every judgment must be read as applicable to the particular 
“ facts proved, or assumed to be proved, since the generality of the 
“ expressions which may be found there are not intended to he exposi- 
“ tions of the whole law, hut governed and qualified by the particular 
“ facts of the case in which such ejipresBions are to be found ” (ibid.). 

** See p. 283, ante. 



288 


1 HE RULE OE LAW 


Partn. 


Frenoli 
<!Law as to 
state of 
siege. 


“ 7. A-ussitdt I'etat de siege declare, les pouvoirs 
“ dont I’autorite civile etait revehie pour le maintien 
“de I'ordre el de la police passent tout entiers d 
“I’autorite militaire. — L’autorite civile continue 
“ndanmoins d exercer ceux de ces pouvoirs dont 
“ Vautorite militaire 'tie I’a pas dessaisie. 

“ 8. Les trihunaux militaires peuvent Stre saisism 
“de la connaissance des crimes et dc'lits centre la 
“s4rete de la Republiquc, centre la constitution, 

“ contre I'ordre et la petix puhlique, quelle que soil 
“la qualite des auteurs principemx et des complices. 

“9. L’autorite militaire a le droit, — 1° Defaire 
“ des perquisitions, dejour et de nuit, dans le domicile 
" des citoyens ; — 2° D’eloigmr les reqms de justice et 
" les individus qui n’ont pas leur domicile dans les 
“lieux, soumis d I’etat de siege; — 3° D’ordonner la 
“remise des cermes et munitions, et deproedder d leur 
“recherche et d leur etilbvcment; — 4° D'interdire les 
“ pvhlicalions et les rmmions qu’elle juge de nature 
“ d exciter ou d entretenir le ddsordre.” ^ 

We may reasonably, bowever, conjecture that the 
terms of the law give but a faint conception of the 
real condition of alfairs when, in consequence of tumult 
or insurrection, Paris, or some other part of France, is 
declared in a state of siege, and, to use a significant 
expression kuown to some continental countries, “ the 
constitutional guarantees are suspended." We shall 
hardly go far wrong if avc assume that, during this 
suspension of ordinary law, any man whatever is liable 
to arrest, imprisonment, or execution at the will of a 
military tribunal consisting of a few officers who are 
excited by the passions natural to civil war. However 

* Eoger et Sorcl, Coilcs cl Loin, pp. 436, 437. 



MARTIAL LAW • 


289 


this may be, it is clear that in France, even under the 
present Republican government, the suspension of law 
involved in the proclamation of a state of siege is 
a thing fully recognised by the constitution, and 
(strange though the fact may appear) the authority 
of militai'H Courts during a state of siege is greater 
under the Republic than it was under the monarchy 
of Louis Philippe.^ 

Now, this kind of martial law is in England utterly 
unknown to the constitution. Soldiers may suppress 
a riot as they may resist an invasion, they may fight 
rebels just as they may fight foreign enemies, but 
they have no right under the law to inflict punish- 
ment for riot or rebellion. During the effort to 
restore *\)oace, rebels may be lawfully killed just as 
enemies may be lawfully slaughtered in battle, or 
prisoners may be shot to prevent their escape, but 
auy execution (independently of military law) in- 
flicted by a Court-martial is illegal, and technically 
murder. Nothing better illustrates the noble energy 
with which judges have maintained the rule of 
regular law, even at periods of revolutionary vio- 
lence, than Wolfe, Tone's Case? In 1798, Wolfe Tonej 
an Irish rebel, took part in a French invasion of 
Ireland. The man-of-war in which he sailed was 
captured, and Wolfe Tone was brought to trial before 
a Court-martial in Dublin. He was thereupon sen- 
tenced to be hanged. He held, however, no commis- 
sion as an English officer, his only commission being 

^ See Geoffrey’s Case, 24 Journal du Palais, p. 1218, cited ty 
Forsyth, Opinions, p. 483. Conf., however, for statement of limits 
imposed by French law on action of military authorities during state 
of siege, Duguit, Manuel de Droit Sonstitutionnel, pp. 512, 613. 

= 27 St. Tr. 614. 


Chapter 

vm 



290 


THE RULE OF LA W 


Part n. one from the French Eepuhlic. On the morning when 
his execution was about to take place application was 
made to the Irish King’s Bench for a writ of habeas 
corpus. The ground taken was that Wolfe Tone, not 
being a military person, was not subject to punishment 
by a Court-martial, or, in effect, that the officers who 
tried him were attempting illegally to enforce martial 
law. The Court of King’s Bench at once granted the 
■writ. When it is remembered that Wolfe Tone’s 
substantial guilt was admitted, that the Court was 
made up of judges who detested the rebels, and that 
in 1798 Ireland was in the midst of a revolutionary 
crisis, it will be admitted that no more splendid 
assertion of the supremacy of the law can be found 
than the protection of Wolfe Tone by the Irish Bench. 



CHAPTEE IX 

THE ABMY^ 

The Englisli army may for the purposes of this Chapter 
treatise he treated as consisting of the Standing Army ^ 
or, in_ technical language, the Regular Forces® and of 
the Territorial Force,® which, lilce the Militia,* is a 

^ See Stephan, Gommeutarics, ii. hook iv. chap, riii.; Gneist, Das 
Englische Vermltungsmkt, ii. 952-966 ; Manual of Military Law. 

As to Standing Army, 1 Will. & Mary, c. 5 ; see the Army 
Discipline and Regulation Act, 1879, 42 & 43 Viet. c. 83 ; the Army 
Act, it. the Ai'iny Act, 1881, 44 & 45 Viet. c. 08, with the amend- 
ments made up to 1907. 

2 “ The expressions ‘ regular forces ’ and ' Ilis Majesty’s regular 
forces ’ mean officers and soldiers who hy their commission, terms of 
enlistment, or otherwise, are liable to render continuously for a term 
military service to His Majesty in any pait of the world, including, 
subject to the modifications in this Act mentioned, the Royal Marines 
and His Majesty’s Indian foi'ces and the Royal Malta Artillery, and 
subject to this qualification, that when the reserve forces are subject to 
military law such forces become during the period of their being so 
•• subject part of the regular forces" (Array Act, s. 190 (8)). 

® See the Territorial and Reserve Forces Act, 1907 (7 Edw. VII. 
c. 9), especially s. 6, s. 1, siib-s. (6), and the Army Act. 

* The Militia. — The Temtorial and Reserve Forces Act, 1907, 
does not repeal the various Militia Acts. Until these Acts are 
repealed the statutory power of raising the militia, either regular or 
local, and of forming thereof regiments and corps will continue to 
• exist. (For the law regulating the militia see 13 Car. II. stat. 1. 
c. 6 ;'.14 Car, II. c. 3 ; 15 Car. II. c. 4 ; the Militia Act, 1802, 42 
Geo. III. c. 90 ; Militia Act, 1882, 45 & 46 Viet. c. 49 ; and Regula- 
tion of the Forces Act, 1881, 4^ & 45 Viet. c. 57.) The militia as 
' long as it exists is in theory a local force levied hy conscription, hut 
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Partn. territorial army for the defence of the United 
Kingdom. 

Each of these forces has been rendered subordinate 
to the law of the land, hly object is not to give 
even an outline of the enactments affecting the army, 
but simply to explain the legal princii^les on which 
this supremacy of the law throughout the army has 
been secured. 

It will be convenient in considering this matter to 
reverse the order pursued in the common text-books ; 
these contain a great deal about the militia, the terri- 
torial force of its daj’', and comparatively little about 
the regular forces, or what we now call the “ army.” 
The reason of this is that historically the militia is 
an older institution than the permanent army, and the 
existence of a standing army is historically, and 
according to constitutional theories, an anomaly. 

the power of raiding it by ballot hiw been for a considerable time 
suspended, and llie railitw has been in lact recruited by voluntary 
enlistment. Embodiment converts the militia into a regular army, 
but an army which cannot be called upon to serve abroad. Embodi- 
ment can lawfully take place only in case “ of imminent national 
danger or of great emergency,” tbe occasion being first communicated 
to Parliament if sitting, or if not sitting, proclaimed liy Order in Council 
(Militia Act, 1882, s. 18; 2 Sleph. Comm. (14th ed.) p. 469). The 
niaiiitenance of discipline among the members of the militia when 
embodied depends on the passing of the Army (Annual) Act, or in 
popular language, on the continuance of the Mutiny Act (see p. 306, 
post). 

Tlie position of the militta, however, is affected by tlie Territorial 
and Reserve Forces Act, 1907, in two ways : — 

(1) All the units of the general (or regular) militia may, and will, 
it is said, in a short time have either been transferred to the Army 
Reserve (under s. 34) or have been disbanded. 

(2) The personnel of the regular militia will shortly, it is said, 
cease to exist as such. 

Tlie actual position of the militia, however, until the Acts on 
which its existence depends have been repealed, is worth noting, as it 
is conceivable that Parliament may think it worth while to keep alive 
the bistoric”! rivbt of the Crown to r"isB the militia 
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Hence the standing army has often been treated by 
writers of authority as a sort of exceptional or sub- 
ordinate topic, a kind of excrescence, so to speak, on 
the national and constitutional force known as the 
militiad As a matter of fact, of course, the standing 
army is now the real national force, and the territorial 
force is a body of secondary importance. 

As to the Staiiding Army . — A permanent army of 
paid soldiers, whose main duty is one of absolute 
obedience to commands, appears at first sight to be 
an institution inconsistent with that rule of law or 
submission to the civil authorities, and especially to 
the judges, which is essential to popular or Parlia- 
mentary government ; and in truth the existence of 
permanent paid forces has often in most countries and 
at times in England — notably under the Common- 
wealth — been found inconsistent with the existence of 
what, by a lax though intelligible mode of speech, is 
called a free government.^ The belief, indeed, of our 
statesmen down to a time considerably later than the 
Kevolution of 1689 was that a standing army must be 
fatal to English freedom, yet very soon after the 
Revolution it became apparent that the existence of a 
body of paid soldiers was necessary to the safety of 

1 In the fcevcnteeiitli century Parliament apparently meant to rely 
for the del'euce of England upon this national army raised fi'om the 
counties and placed under the guidance of country gentlemen. See 
14 Car. II. c. 3. 

- See, e.(j, Macaulay, History, iii. pp. 42-47. “Throughout the 
'* period [of the Civil War aud the Interregnum] the military authorities 
'maintained with great strictness their exclusive jurisdiction over 
‘ offences committed both hy officers and soldiers. More than once 
' conflicts took place between the civil magistrates and the commanders 
■‘of the army over this question.” — ^Firth, Crormmll’s Army, p. 310, 
Mr. Firth gives several examples (pp. 310-312) of the assertion or 
attempted assertion of the antlu^rity of the civil power even during a 
period of military predominance. 
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Part IL tli<j uAtioa, Englishmen, therefore, at tie end of the 
fieventeeuth and the beginning of the eighteenth 
centuries, found themselves placed in this dQemma. 
With a standing armj the countrv could not, they 
feared, escape from despotism; without a standing 
army the country could not, they were sure, avert 
invasion ; the maintenance of national liberty appeared 
to involve the sacrifice of national independence. 
Yet English statesmanship found almost by accident 
a practiial escape from this theoretical dilemma, and 
the ilutiny Act, though an enactment passed in a 
hurry to meet an immediate pjeril, contains the 
solution of an apparently insolvable problem. 

In this inrstauce, as in others, of success achieved by 
what is called the practical good sense, the political 
instinct, or the statesmanlike tact of Englishmen, we 
ought to be on our guard against two errors. 

We ought not, on the one hand, to fancy that Eng- 
lish statesmen acted with some profound sagacity or 
foresight peculiar to themselves, and not to be found 
among the politicians of other countries. Still less 
ought we, on the other, to imagine that luck or chance 
helps Englishmen out of difficulties with which the 
inhabitants of other countries cannot cope. Political 
common sense, or political instinct, means little more 
than habitual training in the conduct of affairs ; this 
practical acquaintance with public business was en- 
joyed by educated Englishmen a century or two 
earlier than by educated Frenchmen or Germans; 
hence the early prevalence in England of sounder 
principles of government than have till recently pre- 
vailed in other lands. The statesmen of the Kevolu- 
tion succeeded in dealing with difficult problems, not 
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because they struck out new and brilliant ideas, or chapter 
because of luck, but because the notions of law and 
government which had grown up in England were in 
many points sound, and because the statesmen of 
1689 applied to the difficulties of their time the 
notions which were habitual to the more thoughtful 
Englishmen of the day. The position of the arm)’-, in 
fact, was determined by an adherence on the part of 
the authors of the first Mutiny Act to the funda- 
mental principle of English law, that a soldier may, 
like a clerg 5 mian, incur special obligations in Lis 
official chai’acter, but is not thereby exempted from 
the ordinary liabilities of citizenship. 

The object and principles of the first Mutiny Act ‘ 
of 1689 are exactly the same as the object and 
principles of the Army Act,^ under which the 
English army is in substance now governed. A 
comparison of the two statutes shows at a glance 
what are the means by which the maintenance of 
military discipline has been reconciled with the 
maintenance of freedom, or, to use a more accurate 
expression, with the supremacy of the law of the land. 

The preamble to the first Mutiny Act has re- 
appeared with slight alterations in every subsequent 
Mutiny Act, and recites that “ Whereas no man may 
“be forejudged of life or limb, or subjected to any 
“ kind of punishment by martial law’, or in any other 
“manner than by the judgment of his peers, and 
“according to the known and established laws of 
“ this realm ; yet, nevertheless, it ” [is] “ requisite for 
“retaining such forces as are, or shall be, raised 

^ 1 Wil?. & Mary, c. 5. 

2 Combined with the Army (Annual) Act, passed each year. 
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Partn. “during this exigence of affairs, in their duty an 
“ exact discipline he observed ; and that soldiers who 
“shall mutiny or stir up sedition, or shall desert 
“their majesties’ service, he brought to a more ex- 
“emplary and speedy punishment than the usual 
“ forms of law will allow'.” ' 

This recital states the precise difficulty w'hich per- 
plexed the statesmen of 1689. Now' let us observe 
the way in w'hich it has been met. 

A soldier, whether an officer or a private, in a stand- 
ing army, or {to use the wrider expression of modern 
Acts) “a person subject to military law,” “ stands in a 
two-fold relation : the one is his relation towards Lis 
fellow-citizens outside the army; the other is bis 
relation towards the members of the army, and 
especially towards his military superiors ; any man, 
in short, subject to military law has duties and rights 
as a citizen us well as duties and rights as a soldier. 

1 Sea Clocle, Military Forces of Oie Crown, i. p. 499. Compare 47 
Viet c. 8. The vanaiions in the modern Acts, though slight, are 
instructive. 

2 Part V. of the Army Act points out who under English law are 
“persons subject to military law,” tiiiit is to say, who are hahle to he 
tried and punished by Coui't-inartial for military, and in some circum- 
stances for civil, offences under the provisions of the Act. 

For our present purpose such persons (spe.aking broadly at any rate) 
appear to come within three descriptions : — fust, persons belonging to 
the regular forces, or, in popular language, the standing army (see 
Army Act, ss. 175 (1), 190 (8)); secondly, persons belonging to the 
territorial force, in certain circnmstances, viz. when they arc being 
trained, when acting with any regular forces, when embodied, and 
when called out for actual military service for purposes of defence 
(Army Act, ss. 176, 190 (6) (a)); thirdly, persons not belonging to 
the regular forces or to the auxiliary forces who are either employed 
liy, or followers of, the array on active service beyond the seas (ibid. 
s. 176 (9) (10)). The regular forces include the Royal Marines when 
on shore and the reserve forces whe i called out See Army Act, 
secs. 175, 176 ; conf. Marhs y, Frogley [ISOS’], 1 Q. B. (C. A.) 888. 
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His position in eacli respect is under English law Chapter 
governed by definite principles. 

A soldier's position as a citizen. — The fixed SoWicr’s 
doctrine of English law is that a soldier, though a dtizeiT ” 
member of a standing army, is in England subject to 
all the duties and liabilities of an ordinary citizen. 

“ Nothing in this Act contained” (so runs the first 
Mutiny Act) “shall extend or be construed to exempt 
“ any officer or soldier whatsoever from the ordinary 
“process of law.”^ These words contain the clue 
to all our legislation with regard to the standing 
army w'hilst employed in the United Kingdom. A 
soldier by his contract of enlistment undertakes 
many obligations in addition to the duties incumbent 
upon a civilian. But he does not escape from any 
of the duties of an ordinary British subject. 

The results of this principle are traceable through- 
out the Mutiny Acts. 

A soldier is subject to the same criminal liability as Crimina] 
a civilian.^ He may when in the British dominions 
be put on trial before any competent “civil” {i.e. 
non-military) Court for any offence for which he 
would be triable if he were not subject to military 
law, and there are certain offences, such as murder, 
for which he must in general be tried by a civil 
tribunal.® Thus, if a soldier murders a companion or 
robs a traveller whilst quartered in England or in 
Van Diemen’s Land, his military character will not 


1 1 Will. & Majy, c, 5, a, 6 j see Clode, Military Forces of the 
Crown, i. p. 500. 

® Compare Army Act, secs. 41, 144, 162. 

* Compare, however, the Jnriediotion in Homicide Act, 1862, 
25 & 26 Viet. c. 65, and Cl|)de, MiHtory Forces of the Crown, i. 
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save him from standing in the dock on the charge 
of murder or theft. 

A soldier cannot escape from civil liabilities, as, 
for example, responsibility for debts ; the only exemp- 
tion which he can claim is that he cannot be forced 
to appear in Court, and could not, when arrest for 
debt was allowable, be arrested for any debt not 
exceeding 

No one who has entered into the spirit of con- 
tinental legislation can believe that (say in France or 
Prussia) the rights of a private individual would thus 
have been allowed to override the claims of the public 
service. 

In all conflicts of jurisdiction between a military 
and a civil Court the authority of the civil Court 
prevails. Thus, if a soldier is acquitted or convicted 
of an offence by a competent civil Court, he cannot 
be tried for the same offence by a Court-martial;^ 
but an acquittal or conviction by a Court-martial, say 
for manslaughter or robbery, is no plea to an indict- 
ment for the same offence at the Assizes.® 

When a soldier is put on trial on a charge of crime, 
obedience to superior orders is not of itself a defence.'* 

1 Sec Army Act, .s. 144. Compare Clode, llilitary Forces qf die 
Crown, i. pp. 207, 208, and Thurston v. Mills, 16 East, 254. 

- Army Act, s. 1 02, suWs. 1-6. 

* Ibid. Contrast the position of the army in relation to the law of 
the land in France. The fundamental principle of French law is, as 
it apparently always has been, that every kind of crime or oH'ence com- 
mitted by a soldier or person subject to military law must be tried 
by a military tribunal. See Code de Justice Militaire, arts. 65, 66, 76, 
77, and Le Fanre, Lcs Lois Militaires, pp. 167, 173. 

* Stephen, History of Criminal Law, i. pp. 204-206, and compare 
Clode, Military Forces of the Orovm, ii. pp. 126-156. The position of 
a soldier is curiously illustrated by the following case. X was a 
sentinel on hoard the Achille whey she was paying off. “The 
“orders to him from the preceding sentinel were, to keep off all boats, 
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This is a matter which requires explanation. 

' A soldier is bound to obey any lawful order which 
he receives from his military superior. But a soldier 
cannot any more than a civilian avoid responsibility 
for breach of the law by pleading that he broke the 
law in l)ona Jide obedience to the orders (say) of the 
.commander-in-chief. Hence the position of a soldier 
is in theory and may be in practice a difficult one. 
He may, as it has been well said, be liable to be shot 
by a Court-martial if he disobeys an order, and to be 
hanged by a judge and jury if he obeys it. His 
situation and the line of his duty may be seen by 
considering how soldiers ought to act in the follow- 
ing cases. 

During a riot an officer orders his soldiers to fire 
upon rioters. The command to fire is justified by 
the fact that no less energetic course of action would 

“ unless they had officers with uniforms in them, or unless the officer 
“ on deck allowed them to a[ipioach ; and he received a musket, three 
“blank cartndyes, and three balls. The boats piessed; upon which 
“he called repeatedly to them to keep off; but one of tlieiu persisted 
“ and came close under the ship ; and he then fired at a man who was 
“ in the boat, and killed him. It was put to the jury to find, whether 
“ the seutiiiel did not fire under the mistaken impression that it was 
“his duty; and they found that he did. But a case being reserved, 
“ the judges were unanimous that it was, nevertheless, murder. They 
“ thought it, however, a proper case for a pardon ; and further, they 
“ were of opinion, that if the act had been necessary for the pie- 
“servation of the ship, as if tlie deceased had been stirring up a 
“ mutiny, the sentinel would have been justified.” — Russell, Crimes 
and Misdemeanors (4th ed.), i. p. 823, on the authority of Rex v. Thomas, 
East, T., 1816, IIS., Bayley, J. The date of the decision is worth 
noticing ; no one can suppose that the judges of 1816 were disposed 
to underrate the rights of the Crown and its servants. The judgment 
of the Court rests upon and illustrates the incontrovertible principle 
of the common law that the fact of a person being a soldier and 
of his acting strictly under orders, does not of itself exempt him 
from criminal liability for acts ovhich would be crimes if done by a 
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Partn be sufficient to put down the disturbance. The 
soldiers arc, under these circumstances, clearly bound 
from a legal, as well as from a military, point of view 
to obey the command of their officer. It is a lawful 
order, and the men who carry it out are performing 
their duty both as soldiers and as citizens. 

An officer orders his soldiers in a time of political 
excitement then and there to arrest and shoot without 
trial a popular leader against whom no crime has 
been proved, but who is suspected of treasonable 
designs. In such a case there is (it is conceived) no 
doubt that the soldiers w'ho obey, no less than the 
officer who gives the command, are guilty of murder, 
and liable to be hanged for it wdxen convicted in due 
course of law. In such an extreme instance as this 
the duty of soldiers is, even at the risk of disobeying 
their superior, to obey the law of the land. 

An officer orders his men to fire on a crowd who 
he thinks could not be dispersed without the use of 
firearms. As a matter of fact the amount of force 
which he wishes to employ is excessive, and order 
could be kept by the mere tl]reat that force would be 
used. Tlic order, therefore, to fire is not in itself a 
lawful order, that is, the colonel, or other officer, who 
gives it is not legally justified in giving it, and will 
himself be held criminally responsible for the death 
of any person killed by the discharge of firearms. 
What is, from a legal point of view, the duty of the 
soldiers! The matter is one which has never been 
absolutely decided; the following answer, given by 
Mr. Justice Stephen, is, it may fairly be assumed, as 
nearly correct a reply as the^ state of the authorities 
makes it possible to nrovide • — 
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“ I do not think, however, that tlic question how chapter 
“far superior orders would justify soldiers or sailors 
“in making an attack upon civilians has ever been 
“ brought before the Courts of law in such a manner 
“ as to be fully considered and determined. Probably 
“ upon such an argument it would be found that the 
“ order of a military superior would justify his in- 
“ feriors in executing any orders for giving which they 
“ might fairly suppose their superior officer to have 
“good reasons. Soldiers might reasonably think 
“that their officer had good grounds for ordering 
“ them to fire into a disorderly crowd which to them 
“ might not appear to be at that moment engaged in 
“ acts of dangerous violence, but soldiers could hardly 
“suppose that their officer could have any good 
“ grounds for ordering them to fire a volley down a 
“crowded street when no disturbance of any kind 
“was either in progress or apprehended. The doc- 
“ trine that a soldier is bound under all circumstances 
“ whatever to obey his superior officer would be fatal 
“ to military discipline itself, for it would justify the 
“ private in shooting the colonel by the orders of the 
“ captain, or in deserting to the enemy on the field of 
“battle on the order of his immediate superior. I 
“think it is not less monstrous to suppose that 
“superior orders would justify a soldier in the 
“ massacre of unoflfendiug civilians in time of peace, 

“ or in the exercise of inhuman cruelties, such as the 
“ slaughter of women and children, during a rebellion. 

“The only line that presents itself to my mind is 
“that a soldier should be protected by orders for 
“whicji he might reasonably believe his officer to 
“have good grounds. The inconvenience of being 
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“ subject to two jurisdictions, the sympathies of which 
''*^re not unlikely to be opposed to each other, is an 
“ inevitable consequence of the double necessity of 
“preserving on the one hand the supremacy of the 
“ law, and on the other the discipline of the 
“ army.” ^ 

The hardship of a soldier’s position resulting from 
this inconvenience is much diminished by the power 
of the Crown to nullify the effect of an unjust con- 
viction by means of a pardon." While, however, a 
soldier runs no substantial risk of punishment for 
obedience to orders w’hich a man of common sense 
may honestly believe to involve no breach of law, he 
can under no circumstances escape the chance of his 
military conduct becoming the subject of inquiry 
before a civil tribunal, and cannot avoid liability on 
the ground of obedience to superior orders for any act 
which a man of ordinary sense must have known to 
be a crime.® 

A soldier’s position as a member of the army . — 

1 Stephen, Hist Criminal Law of England, i. pp. 205, 206. Com- 
pare langiiui'e of Willes, J., in Kcighlij v. Bell, 4 1’. & F. 76.S. See 
also opinion of Lord Bowen, cited in Appendix, Note VI., Duty of 
Soldiers called upon to disperse an Unlawful Assembly. 

® As also by the right of the Attorney-General as representing 
the Crown to enter a nolle prosequi. See Steplien, History of Criminal 
Law, i. p. 496, and Arclibold, Pleading in Criminal Cases (22nd ed.), 
p. 125. 

® Buron v. -Denman, 2 Ex. 167, is sometimes cited as showing 
that obedience to the orders of the Crown is a legal justification to an 
oificer for committing a breach of law, but the decision in that case 
does not, in any way, support the doctrine erroneously grounded upon 
it. What the judgment in Burort v. Denman shows is, that an act 
done by an English military or naval oificer in a foreign country to a 
foreigner, in discharge of orders received from the Crown, may be an 
act of war, but does not constitute any breach of law for which an 
action can be brought against the ofiBcer in an English Court. Com- 
pare Feather v. The Queen, 6 B. & S. 257, 295, per Oiiriam. 
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A citizen on entering tlie army becomes liable to 
special duties as being “ a person subject to military 
law.” Hence acts which if done by a civilian would 
be cither no offence at all or only slight misdemeanours, 
e.g. an insult or a blow offered to an officer, may 
when done by a soldier become serious crimes and 
expose the person guilty of them to grave punish- 
ment. A soldier’s offences, moreover, can be tried and 
punished by a Court-martial. He therefore in his 
military character of a soldier occupies a position 
totally different from that of a civilian ; he has not 
the same freedom, and in addition to his duties as 
a citizen is subject to all the liabilities imposed bv 
military law ; but though this is so, it is not to be 
supposed that, even as regards a soldier’s own position 
as a military man, the rule of the ordinary law is, at 
any rate in time of peace, excluded from the army. 

The general principle on this subject is that the 
Courts of law have jurisdiction to determine who are 
the persons subject to military law, and whether a 
given proceeding, alleged to dejiend upon military 
law, is really justified by the rules of law which 
govern the ai’my. 

Hence flow the following (among other) conse- 
quences. 

The civil Courts determine ^ whether a given person 
is or is not “ a person subject to military larv.” ® 

Enlistment, which constitutes the contract® by 

1 See Wolfe Tone’s Case, 27 St. Tr. 614 ; Douglass Case, 3 Q. B. 
825 ; Fry v. Ogle, cited Manual of Military Law, chap. vii. s. 41. 

® See Army Act, as. 175-184. 

® “The enlistment of the soldier is a species of contract between' 
" the sovereign and the soldier, and under the ordinary principles of 
“law cannot be altered without the consent of both parties. The 
“ result is tb^t the conditions laid down in the Act under which a 
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Part n. whicli a person becomes subject to military law, is 
a civil proceeding, and a civil Court may sometimes 
have to inquire whether a man has been duly enlisted, 
or whether he is or is not entitled to his discharge.^ 

If a Court-martial exceeds its jurisdiction, or an 
officer, whether acting as a member of a Court-martial 
or not, does any act not authorised by law, the action 
of the Court, or of the officer, is subject to the super- 
vision of the Courts. “The proceedings by which 
“the Courts of law supervise the acts of Courts- 
“ martial and of officer’s may be criminal or civil. 
“Criminal proceedings take the form of an indict- 
“ ment for assault, false imprisonment, manslaughter, 
“or even murder. Civil proceedings may cither 
“ be preventive, i.e. to restrain the commission 
“or continuance of an injury; or remedial, i.e. to 
“ afford a remedy for injury actually suffered- Broadly 
“ speaking, the civil jurisdiction of the Courts of law 
“is exercised as against the trilmnal of a Court- 
“ martial by writs of prohibition or certiorari ; and as 
“against individual officers by actions for damages. 
“A writ of habeas carpus also may be directed to 
“ any officer, governor of a prison, or other, who has 


“ man was enlisted cannot be varied m itliout liis consent .” — Manual 
of Militanj Law, chap. x. s. 18. 

1 See Army Act, a. 96, for special provisions as to the delivering 
to a ma.ster of an apprentice who, being under twenty-one, has enlisted 
as a soldier. Under the present law, at any rate, it can very rarely 
happen that a Court should be called upon to consider whether a person 
is improperly detained in military custody as a soldier. See Army Act, 
s. 100, sub-ss. 2, 3. The Courts used to interfere, when soldiers were 
impressed, in cases of improper impressment. See Clode, Military 
Forces, ii. pp. 8, SSY. 

A civil Court may also be called upon to determine whether a 
person subject to military law has, ou has not, a right to resign his 
commission, Eearson, v. Churchill [18921, 2 Q. B. (C. A.) 144. 
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“ in liis custody any person alleged to be improperly 
“ detained under colour of military law.” ^ 

Lastly, the whole existence and discipline of the 
standing army, at any rate in time of peace, depends 
upon the passing of what is known as an annual 
Mutiny Act,** or in strict correctness of the Army 
(Annual) Act. If this Act were not in force a soldier 
would not be bound by military law. Desertion would 
be at most only a breach of contract, and striking an 
officer would be no more than an assault. 

As to the territorial fo^'ce. — This force in many 
respects represents the militia and the volunteers. 
It is, as was in fact the militia in later times, raised 
by voluntary enlistment. It cannot be compelled to 
serve outside the United Kingdom, It is from its 
nature, in this too like the militia, a body hardly 
capable of being used for the overthrow of Parlia- 
mentary government. But even with regard to the 
territorial force, care has been taken to ensure that 
it shall be subject to the rule of law. The members 
of this local army are (speaking in general terms) 
subject to military law only wdicn in training or when 
the force is embodied.® Embodiment indeed converts 

' Manual of Militarij Law, chap. viii. s. 8. It should, however, 
be noted that the Courts of law will not, in general at any rate, deal 
with rights dependent on military status and military regulations. 

^ The case stands thus ; The discipline of the standing army depends 
on the Army Act, 1881, 44 & 45 Viet. c. 58, whicli by s. 2 continues 
in force only for such time as may lie specified in an annual Act, 
which is passed yearly, and called the Army (Annual) Act. This Act 
keeps in existence the standing army and continues the Army Act in 
force. It is therefore, in strictness, upon the passing of the Army 
(Annual) Act that depends the existence and the discipline of the 
standing army. 

^ But in one case at least, i.e. failure to attend on emhodiment, a 
man of the territorial force may be liable to be tried by Court-martial, 
thoupih not otherwise subject to military law. (Territorial and Beseive 
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PaitlL the territorial force into a territorial army, though an 
army which cannot be required to serve abroad. 

But the embodiment can lawfully take place only 
in case of imminent national danger or great emer- 
gency, or unless the emergency requires it, until 
Parliament has had an opportunity of presenting an 
address against the embodiment of the territorial force. 
The general effect of the enactments on the subject 
is that, at any rate when there is a Parliament in 
existence, the embodiment of the territorial force 
cannot, except under the pressure of urgent necessity, 
be carried out without the sanction of Parliament.* 
Add to this, that the maintenance of discipline among 
the members of the territorial force when it is embodied 
depends on the continuance in force of the Army Act 
and of the Army (Annual) Act.® 

Forces Act, 1.007, s. 20 ; see also as to cases of concurrent jurisdiction 
of a Court-martial and a Court of summary jurisdiction, ifn’d. ss. 24, 25.) 

' Compiire tlie Territorial and Bcserve Forces Act, 1007, s. 7, the 
Reserve Forces Act, 1882, ss. 12, 13, and the Militia Act, 1882, s. 18, 
and see note 4, p. 291, ante. 

2 There exists an instructive analogy between the position of 
persons subject to military law, and the position of the clergy of the 
Established Church. 

A clergyman of the National Church, like a soldier of the 
National Army, is subject to duties and to Courts to which other 
Englishmen are not subject He is bound by restrictions, as he enjoys 
privileges peculiar to his class, but the clergy are no more than 
soldiers exempt from the law of the land. Any deed which would he 
a crime or a wrong when done by a layman, is a crime or a wrong 
when done by a clergyman, and is in either case dealt with by the 
ordinary tribunals. 

Moreover, as the Common Law Courts determine the legal limits 
to the jurisdiction of Courts-martial, so the same Courts in reality 
determine (subject, of course, to Acts of Parliament) what are the limita 
to the jurisdiction of ecclesiastical Courts. 

The original difficulty, again, of putting the clergy on the same 
footing as laymen, was at least os great as that of establishing the 
supremacy of the civil power in atl matters regarding the army. 
Fich of tbpde difficnltiPB wp” mpt .at "n p-rlior d“tp and h«“ hp^n 
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overcome with more completencsa in England than in eome other Chapter 
countries. We may piausibly conjecture that this ti'iumph of law IX. 

was due to the acknowledged supremacy of the King in Parliament, 

which itself was due to the mode in ■nhich the King, acting together 
with the two Houses, manifestly represented the nation, and therefore 
was able to wield the whole moral authority of the state. 
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THE REVENUE^ 

As in treating of the army my aim was simply to 
point out what were the principles determining the 
relation of the armed forces of the country to the 
law of the land, so in treating of the revenue my 
aim is not to give even a sketch of the matters 
connected with the raising, the collection, and the 
expenditure of the national income, but simply to show 
that the collection and expenditure of the revenue, 
and all things appertaining thereto, are governed 
by strict rules of law. Attention should be fixed 
upon three points, — the source of the public revenue 
— ^the authority for expending the public revenue — 
and the securities provided by law for the due 
appropriation of the public revenue, that is, for 
its being expended in the exact manner which the 
law directs. 

Source of public revenue . — It is laid down by 
Blackstone and other authorities that the revenue 
consists of the hereditiuy or “ordinary” revenue 
of the Crown and of the “extraordinary” revenue 
depending upon taxes imposed by Parliament. 

1 Stephen, Qovmentanes, ii. hk. iv. chap. vii. ; Hearn, Government 
of England (2nd ed.), c. 13, pp. 361-388 j May, Parliamentary Practice, 
chap. xxL ; see ExAequer and Audit det, 1866, 29 & 30 Viet. c. 39, 
and 1 & 2 Viet. c. 2, g. 2. 
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Historically this distinction is of interest. But for chMter 
our purpose ■\ve need hardly trouble ourselves at 
all with the hereditary revenue of the Crown, arising 
from Crown lands, droits of admiralty, and the like. 

It forms an insignificant portion of the national 
resources, amounting to not much more than 
£500,000 a year. It does not, moreover, at the 
present moment belong sjieeially to the Crown, for 
it was commuted at the beginning of the reign of 
the present King,^ as it was at the beginning of 
the reign of William IV. and of the reign of Queen 
Victoria, for a fixed “civil list,”' or sum payable 
yearly for the support of the dignity of the Crown. 

The whole then of the hereditary revenue is now 
paid into the national exchequer and forms part 
of the income of the nation. We may, therefore, 
putting the hereditary revenue out of our minds, 
direct our whole attention to what is oddly enough 
called the “extraordinary,” but is in reality the 
ordinary, or Parliamentary, revenue of the nation. 

The whole of the national revenue liad come to 
amount in a normal year to somewhere about 
£144,000,000.® It is (if we put out of sight the 
small hereditary revenue of the Crown) raised wholly 
by taxes imposed by law. The national revenue, 
therefore, depends wholly upon law and upon 
statute-law ; it is the creation of Acts of Parliament. 

While no one can nowadays fancy that taxes 

^ Civil list Act, 1901, 1 Ed. VIL c. 4. 

^ See as to civil list. May, Comtitutional Eisl. i. chap. iv. 

s The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in his Budget speech of 18th 
April 1907 (172 Hansard (4tli sev.}, col. 1180), gave the total revenue 
for the year (Exchequer receiptal 1906-7 at £144,814,000. [See as to 
the burden of taxes and rates in later years, Law and Opinion (2nd 
ed.), pp. Ixxxiv.'lxxxvii.l 
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Part n. ;can be raised otherwise than in virtue of an Act of 
Parliament, there prevails, it may be suspected, 
with many of us a good deal of confusion of mind 
as to the exact relation between the raising of the 
revenue and the sitting of Parliament. People 
often talk as though, if Parliament did not meet, 
no taxes would be legally payable, and the assem- 
bling of Parliament were therefore secured by the 
necessity of filling the national exchequer. This 
idea is encouraged by the study of periods, such as 
the reign of Charles L, during which the Crown 
could not legally obtain necessary supplies without 
the constant intervention of Parliament. But the 
notion that at the present day no money could 
legally be levied if Parliament ceased to meet is 
unfounded. Millions of money would come into the 
Exchequer even though Parliament did not sit at 
all. For though all taxation depends upon Act of 
Parliament, it is far from being the case that all 
taxation now depends upon annual or temporary Acts. 

Taxes are made payable in two different ways, 
i.e. either by permanent or by yearly Acts. 

Taxes, the proceeds of which amounted in the 
year 1906-7 to at least three-fourths of the whole 
yearly revenue, are imposed by permanent Acts; 
such taxes are the land tax,^ the excise,® the stamp 
duties,® and by far the greater number of existing 
taxes. These taxes would continue to be payable 
even though Parliament should not be convened 
for years. We should all, to take an example which 


1 38 George III. c. 5. 

* See Stephen, Gomimnlwties, ii. pp. 662, 553. 
• Stamp Act, 1891, 64 & 66 Viet. c. 39. 



THE REVENUE 


comes home to every one, be legally compellable chapter 
to buy the stamps for our letters even though Par- 
liament did not meet again till (say) a.d. 1910. 

Other taxes — and notably the income tax — the 
proceeds of which make up the remainder of the 
national income, are imposed by yearly Acts.^ If by 
any chance Parliament should not be convened for a 
year, no one would be under any legal obligation to 
pay income tax. 

This distinction between revenue depending upon 
permanent Acts and revenue depending upon tempo- 
rary Acts is worth attention, but the main point, of 
course, to be borne in mind is that all taxes are 
imposed by statute, and that no one can be forced 
' to pay a single shilling by way of taxation which 
cannot be shown to the satisfaction of the judges to 
be due from him under Act of Parliament. 

Authority for expending revenue . — At one time Authority 
revenue once raised by taxation was in truth and in penditura, 
reality a grant or gift by the Houses of Parliament 
to the Crown. Such grants as were made to Charles 
the First or James the First were moneys truly given 
to the King. He was, as a matter of moral duty, 
bound, out of the grants made to him, as out of the 
hereditary revenue, to defray the expenses of govern- 
ment ; and the gifts made to the King by Parliament 
were never intended to be “ money to put into his 
own pocket,” as the expression goes. Still it was 
in truth money of which the King or his Ministers 

1 The only taxes imposed annually or by yearly Acts are the 
cuBtoma duty on. tea, which for the year ending Slst March 1907 
amounted to £5,888,288, and the income tax, which for the same 
year amounted to £31,89-1,94^, giving a total of annual taxation 
raised by annual »rant of £37,780,237. 
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Partn. could and (lid regulate the distribution. One of the 
singularities which mark the English constitution 
is the survival of mediaeval notions, which more or 
less identified the King’s property with the national 
revenue, after the passing away of the state of society 
to which such ideas naturally belonged ; in the time 
of George the Third many public expenses, as, for 
example, the salaries of the judges, were charged 
upon the civil list, and thus were mixed up with 
the King’s private expenditure. At the present 
day, however, the whole public revenue is treated, 
not as the King’s property, but as public income ; 
and as to this two matters deserve special observa- 
tion. 

First, The whole revenue of the nation is paid 
into the Bank of England^ to the “account of his 
Majesty’s Exchequer,”® mainly through the Inland 
Kevenue Office. That office is a mere place for the 
receipt of taxes ; it is a huge money-box into which 
day by day moneys paid as taxes are dropped, and 
whence such moneys are taken daily to the Bank. 
What, I am told, takes place is this. Each day 
large amounts are received at the Inland Eevenue 
Office ; two gentlemen come there each afternoon in a 
cab from the Bank ; they go through the accounts for 
the day with the proper officials ; they do not leave 
till every item is made perfectly clear ; they then take 

^ Or into the Bank of Ireland. See Exchec^uei and Audit De- 
partments Act, 1868 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 39), s. 10. 

^ VM. and Control and Audit of Public Receipts and Expenditure, 
pp. 7, 8. But a system of appropriations in aid has been introduced 
during the last few years under which certain moneys which before 
were treated as extra receipts, and paid into the exchequer, are not 
paid into the Exchequer, but are applied by the department where 
they are received in reduction of the money voted by ^rliamcut, 
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all the money received, and drive off with it and pay 
it into the Bank of England. 

Secondly, Not a penny of revenue can be legally 
expended except under the authority of some Act of 
Parliament. 

This authority may be given by a permanent Act, 
as, for example, by the Civil List Act, 1 & 2 Viet, 
c. 2, or by the National Debt and Local Loans Act, 
1887 ; or it may be given by the Appropriation 
Act, that is, the annual Act by which Parliament 
" appropriates ” or fixes the sums payable to objects 
(the chief of which is the support of the army and 
navy) which are not provided for, as is the pay- 
ment of the National Debt, by pemanent Acts of 
Parliament. 

The whole thing, to express it in general terms, 
stands thus. 

There is paid into the Bank of England in a 
normal year ^ a national income raised by different 
taxes amounting to nearly £ 144 , 000,000 per annum. 
This £ 144 , 000,000 constitutes the revenue or “ con- 
solidated fund.” 

Every penny of it is, unless the law is broken, 
paid away in accordance with Act of Parliament. 
The authority to make payments from it is given in 
many cases by permanent Acts ; thus the whole of the 
interest on the National Debt is payable out of the 
Consolidated Fund under the National Debt and Local 
Loans Act, 1887. The order or authority to make 
payments out of it is in other cases given by a yearly 
Act, namely, the Appropriation Act, which determines 
the mode in which the supplies granted by Parliament 

1 See p. 309, wnXt (3). 
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Part n. (iiutl not otherwise appropriated by permanent Acts) 
are to be spent. In either case, and this is the point 
to bear in mind, payments made out of the national 
revenue are made by and under the authority of the 
law, namely, under the directions of some special Act 
of Parliament. 

The details of the method according to which 
supplies arc annually voted and appropriated by 
Parliament arc amply treated of in works which deal 
with Parliamentary practice.^ The matter which 
requires our attention is the fact that each item of 
expenditure (such, for example, as the wages paid 
to the army aud navy) Avhieh is not directed and 
authorised by some permanent Act is ultimately 
authorised by the Appropriation Act for the year, or 
by special Acts which for convenience are passed 
prior to the Appropriation Act aud are enumerated 
■therein. The exirenditure, therefore, no less than the 
raising of taxation, depends wholly and solely upon 
Parliamentary enactment. 

Senility Security for the projX'V appropriation of the 
e^piri'i- ' revenue . — What, it may be asked, is the real security 
that moneys paid by the taxpayers are expended by 
the government in accordance with the intention of 
Parliament ? 

Tlie answer is that this security is provided by 
an elaborate gcherae of control and audit. Under 
this system not a penny of public money can be 
obtained by the government without the authority 
or sanction of persons (quite independent, be it 
remarked, of the Cabinet) whose duty it is to see 
that no money is paid out of the Exchequer except 
' See especially May, Parliavwntary Practice, chap, xxi 
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under legal authority. To the same officials ulti- 
mately comes the knowledge of the way in whicli 
'money thus paid out is actually expended, and they 
are bound to report to Parliament upon any ex- 
penditure which is or may appear to be not author- 
ised by law. 

The centre of this system of Parliamentary control 
is the Comptroller and Auditor General.^ 

He is a high official, absolutely independent of 
the Cabinet; lie can take no part in politics, for 
he cannot be either a member of the House of 
Commons, or a peer of Parliament. Ho in Common 
with his subordinate — the Assistant Comptroller and 
Auditor General — is appointed by a patent under 
the Great Seal, holds his office during good behaviour, 
and can bo removed only on an address from both 
Houses of Parliament.^ Ho is head of the Exchequer 
and Audit Department. He thus combines in his 
own person rivo characters which formerly belonged 
to diflferent officials. He is controller of the issue 
of public money ; he is auditor of public accounts. 
He is called upon, therefore, to perform two different 
functions, which the reader ought, in his own mind, 
to keep carefully distinct from each other. 

In exercise of his duty of control the Comptroller 
General is bound, with the aid of the officials under 
him, to see that the whole of the national revenue, 
which, it will be remembered, is lodged in the Bank 
of England to the account of the Exchequer, is paid 
out under legal authority, that, is, under the pro- 
visions of some Act of Parliament. 

^ Control and Audit of Public Receipts and Expenditure, 1885. 

^ The Exchequer and Audit Departments Act, 1886 (29 & 30 
Viet. c. 39), sec. 3. 
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Partn. The Comptroller General is enabled to do this 
because, whenever the Treasury (through which office 
alone the public moneys are drawn out from the 
Bank) needs to draw out money for the public 
service, the Treasury must make a requisition to 
the Comptroller General authorising the payment 
from the pulilic moneys at the Bank of the definite 
sum required d 

The payments made by the Treasury are, as 
already pointed out, made either under some per- 
manent Act, for what are technically called “ Con- 
solidated Fund services,” as, for example, to meet 
the interest on the National Debt, or under the 
yearly Appropriation Act, for what are technically 
called “ supply services,” as, for example, to meet 
the expenses of the army or the navy. 

In cither case the Comptroller General must, 
before granting the necessary credit, satisfy himself 
that he is authorised in doing so by the teniis of 
the Act under which it is demanded. He must also 
satisfy himself that every legal formality, necessary 
for obtaining public money from the Bank, has been 
duly complied with. Unless, and until, he is satisfied 
he oudit not to "rant, and will not "rant, a credit 
for the amount required ; and until this credit is 
obtained, the money required cannot be drawn out 
of the Bank. 

The obtaining from the Comptroller General of a 
grant of credit may appear to many readers a mere 
formality, and we may suppose that it is in most 
cases given as a matter of course. It is, however, a 

^ See Control and Avdit of PubliS Eecdpti and Eoyenditure, 1885, 
pp. 61-64, and Forms, No. 8 to No. 12. 
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formality ■which gives an opportunity to an official, Chapter 
who has no interest in deviating from the law, for — !_ 
preventing the least irregularity on the part of the 
government in the drawing out of public money. 

The Comptroller’s power of putting a check on 
government expenditure has, oddly enough, been 
pushed to its extreme length in comparatively 
modern times. In 1811 England was in the midst 
of the great war with France; the King was a 
lunatic, Eegeiicy Bill was not yet passed, and a 
million pounds were required for the payment of 
the navy. Lord Grenville, the then Auditor of 
the Exchequer, whose office corresponded to a 
certain extent with that of the present Comptroller 
and Auditor General, refused to draw the necessary 
order on the Bank, and thus prevented the million, 
though granted by Parliament, from being drawn 
out. The ground of his lordship’s refusal was that 
he had received no authority under the Great Seal 
or the Privy Seal, and the reason why there was 
no authority under the Privy Seal was that the 
King was incapable of affixing the Sign Manual, 
and that the Sign Manual not being affixed, the 
clerks of the Privy Seal felt, or said they felt, that 
they could not consistently with their oaths allow 
the issue of letters of Privy Seal upon which the 
warrant under the Privy Seal was then prepared. 

All the world knew the true state of the case. The 
money was granted by Parliament, and the irregu- 
larity in the issue of the warrants was purely 
technical, yet the law officers — members themselves 
of the Ministry — adyisejl that Lord. Grenville and 
the clerks of the Privy Seal were in the right. 
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Part n Tills mcoiiveniciit and, as it seems to modern readers, 
unreasonable display of legal scrupulosity masked, 
it may be suspected, a good deal of political by- 
play. If Lord Grenville and his friends had not 
been anxious that the Ministry should press on 
the Eegency Bill, the officials of the Exchequer 
would perhaps have seen their way through the 
technical difficulties which, as it was, appeared 
insurmountable, and it is impossible not to suspect 
that Lord Grenville acted rather as a party leader 
than as Auditor of the Exchequer. But be this as 
it may, the debates of 1811 ^ prove to demonstration 
that a Comptroller General can, if he chooses, put 
' an immediate check on any irregular dealings with 
public moneys. 

In exercise of his duty as Auditor the Comptroller 
General audits all the public accounts;^ he reports 
annually to Parliament upon the accounts of the 
past year. Accounts of the expenditure under the 
Appropriation Act are submitted by him at the 
beginning of every session to the Public Accounts 
Committee of the House of Commons — a Committee 
appointed for the examination of the accounts — 
showing the appropriation of the sums granted by 
Parliament to meet the public expenditure. This 
examination is no mere formal or perfunctory super- 
vision; a glance at the reports of the Committee 
shows that the smallest expenses which bear the 
least appearance of irregularity, even if amounting 
only to a pound or two, are gone into and discussed 

1 Cotbett’B Pari. Debates, xviii. pp. 678, 734, 787. 

® In auditing tlie accounts he inquires into the legality of the 
purposes for which public money ha£ been spent, and in his report to 
Parliament calls attention to any expenditure of doubtful legality, 
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by the CominitLee. The results of their discussions 
are published in reports submitted to Parliament. 

The general result of this system of control and 
audit is, that in England 'we possess accounts of the 
national expenditure of an accuracy which cannot 
be rivalled by the public accounts of other countries, 
and that every penny of the national income is 
expended under the authority and in accordance 
with the provisions of some Act of Parliament.^ 

How, a foreign critic might ask, is the authority 
of the Comptroller General compatible with the 
orderly transaction of public business ; how, in short, 
does it happen that difficulties like those which arose 
in 1811 arc not of constant reeiu'rence? 

The general answer of course is, that high English 
officials, add especially officials removed from the 

1 The main features of the system for the control and audit 
of national expemlituru have heeu authorilutivuly sumuiarised as 
follows : — 

“ The gross levenuo collected is paid into the Exchequer. 

“ Issues from the Excheejuer can only be made to meet expenditure 
“which has been sanctioned hy Farliaiueut, and to fin amount not 
“ exceeding the sums autliorised. 

“The issues from the Exchequer and the audit of Accounts are 
“ under the control of the Comptroller and Auditor General, who is 
“an independent olBeer responsible to the House of Commons, and 
“ who can only be removed by vote of both Houses of Parliament. 

“ Such payments only can be charged against the vote of a year as 
“ actually came in course of payment witliin the yeait 

“ The correct appropriation of each item of Keceipt and Expendi- 
“ ture is ensured. 

“ All une.\pended balances of the grants of a year are surrendered 
“ to the Exchequer, as also are all extra Receipts and the amount of 
“ Appropriations-in-Aid received in excess of the sum estimated to be 
“ taken in aid of the vote. 

“ The accounts of each year are finally reviewed hy the House of 
‘ Commons, through the Committee of Public Accounts, and any 
“excess of expenditure over the amount voted by Parliament for any 
“service must receive legislative sanction.” — Chutrol and Avdit cf 
Public Receipts and Ec^enditure, IsSS, pp. 24, 25. 
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himler the progress of public business ; the Auditor 
of the Exchequer was in 1811, be it noted, a peer 
and a statesman. The more technical reply is, that 
the law provides two means of overcoming the per- 
versity or factiousness of any Comj)troller who should 
without due reason refuse his sanction to the issue 
of public money. He can be removed from office on 
an address of the two Houses, and he probably might, 
it has been suggested, be coerced into the proper 
fulfilment of his duties by a mandamus^ from the 
Hi"h Court of Justice. The worth of this su"£:estion, 
made by a competent lawyer, has never been, and 
probably never will be tested. But the possibility 
that the executive might liavo to seek the aid of the 
Courts in order to get hold of moneys granted by 
Parliament, is itself a curious proof of the extent to 
which the expenditure of the revenue is governed by 
law, or, what is the same thing, may become depend- 
ent on the decision of the judges upon the meaning of 
an Act of Parliament. 

1 Sec Bowyer, Commentanet on Conditutional Law, p. 210 ; Hearn, 
Government of England (2iid ed), p. 37 5. 
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THIS EESPONSIBILITT OF MINISTERS 

Ministerial respoiisihility means two utterly different Chapter 
things. — A 

It means in ordinary parlance the responsibility of relpousi-^' 
Ministers to Parliament, or, the lialiility of Ministers 
to lose their offices if they cannot retain the confidence 
of the House of Commons. * 

This is a matter depending on the conventions of 
the constitution with which law has no direct concern. 

It means, when used in its strict sense, the legal 
responsibility of every Minister for every act of the 
Crown in which ho takes part. 

This responsibility, Avhich is a matter of law, rests 
on the followiut; foundation. There is not to be 
found in the law of England, as there is found in 
most foreign constitutions, an explicit statement that 
the acts of the monarch must always be done through 
a Minister, and that all orders given by the Crown 
must, when expressed in Avritiug, as they generally 
are, be countersigned by a Minister. Practically, 
however, the rule exists. 

In order that an act of the Crown may be re- 
cognised as an expression of the Royal will and have 
any legal effect whatever, it must in general be 
done with the assent of, or through some Minister 

** « • J ^ 

or Ministers who will be held responsible for it. For 
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Part II. the Eoyal Avill can, speaking generally, be expressed 
only in one of three different ways, viz. (l) by order 
in Council ] (2) by order, commission, or warrant under 
the sign-manual] (3) by proclamations, writs, jiatents, 
letters, or other documents under the Great Seal. 

An order in Council is made by the King “by 
and with the advice of his Privy Council and those 
persons who are present at the meeting of the Council 
at whicli the order was made, bear the responsibility 
for what was there done. The sign-manual warrant, or 
other document to which the sign-manual is affixed, 
bears in general the countersignature of one responsible 
Minister or of more than one ; though it is not unfre- 
quently authenticated by some one of the seals for the 
use of which a Secretary of State is responsible. The 
Great Seal is affixed to a document on the responsibility 
of the Chancellor, and there may be other persons also, 
who, as well as the Chancellor, are made responsible 
for its being affixed. The result is that at least one 
Minister and often more must take part in, and there- 
fore be responsible for, any act of the Crown which 
has any legal effect, e.g. the making of a grant, the 
giving of an order, or the signing of a treat 3 ^^ 

Tire [Minister or servant of the Crown who thus 
takes part in giving expression to the Royal will is 
legally responsible for the act in which he is con- 
cerned, and he cannot get rid of his liability by 

^ Oil the whole of this sabject the reader should consult Anson, 
Law and Custom of tlie Constitution, vol. ii., The Crown (3rd ed.), 
App. to ch. i. pp. GO-69. Anson gives by far the best and fullest 
account with which I am acquainted of the forms for the expression 
of the Royal pleasure and of the effect of these forms in enforcing 
the legal responsibility of Ministers. See also Clode, Military Forces 
of the Crown, ii. pp. 320, 321 ; Euro i v. Denman, 2 Ex. 167, 189, and 
the Great Seal Act, 1884, 47 & 48 Viet. c. 30. 
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pleading that he acted in obedience to royal ordcra, 
Now svipposing that the act done is illegal, the Minister 
concerned in it Ijecomes at once liable to criminal 
or civil proceedings in a Court of Law. In some 
instances, it is true, the only legal mode in which 
his offence could be reached may be an impeachment. 
But an impeachment itself is a regular though u nusua l 
mode of legal procedure before a recognised tribunal, 
namely, the High Court of Parliament. Impeach- 
ments indeed may, though one took place as late as 
1805, be thought now obsolete, but the cause why 
this mode of enforcing Ministerial responsibility is 
almost out of date is partly that hlinisters are now 
rarely in a position where there is even a temptation 
to commit the sort of crimes for which impeachment 
is an appropriate remedy, and partly that the result 
aimed at by impeachment could now in many cases 
be better obtained by proceedings before an ordinary 
Court. The point, however, which should never be 
forgotten is this : it is now well-established law that 
the Crown can act only through Ministers and accord- 
ing to certain prescribed forms which absolutely 
require the co-operation of some Minister, such as 
a Secretary of State or the Lord Chancellor, who 
thereby becomes not only morally but legally respon- 
sible for the legality of the act in which he takes 
part. Hence, indirectly but surety, the action of 
every servant of the Crown, and therefore in effect 
of the Crown itself, is brought under the supremacy 
of the law of the land. Behind Parliamentary re- 
sponsibility lies legal liability, and the acts of 
Ministers no less than the acts of subordinate 
officials are made subject to the rule of law. 
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CHAPTER XII * 

BULK OP LAW COMPARED WITH DROIT ADMINISTIIATIF^ 

In many continental countries, and notably in France, 
there exists a scheme of administrative law "jf— known 
to Frenchmen as which rests on 

* On inil nrhiiinistralif see Ancoc, Cmiferencte sur tadminidralion et 
h; ihvU admint strati/ (3rd ed.) ; BertlnSlemy, Traite EUntentairc 
(U llrmt Administraflf (5th ed. 1908) ; Chardon, L’ Administration de 
la France, Les Fonctionmires (1908) ; Dugiiit, Maimd de Droit Ooti- 
slilulionnel (1907); Dugiiil, Traite de Droit Constitutionnd (1911); 
Diigiiit, L'Flat, les (lourrriiants el les agents (1903); Esmein, Elements 
de Droit Constitntionnel (1896); Hauiiou, Prein's de Droit Adminis- 
tratif ; .laoquelin, La Jnridieiion Administrative (1891) ; Jacquelin, 
Les Princifcs Dominants dn Contentieim Administratif (\B99) •, Jdze, 
Les Frincipes Oe'nerasn dsi Droit Administratif (1904) ; Laferriere, 
Tiaite de, la Jnridirtion Administrative, 2 voK (2nd ed. 1896); 
TeiS'ier, La Eesponsabilitd de la Faissance Fublique (1906). 

It is not 111 }' aim in this chaiiter to give a general account of 
droit adiiiinistralif My object is to treat of droit administratif 
in so Far as its fiindanicutal principles conllict with modern English 
ideas of tlio rule of laiv, and especially to shosv how it always has 
given, and still does give, special protection or privileges to the servants 
of the state. I cannot, however, avoid mentioning some other aspects 
of a noteworthy legal system or omit some notice of the mode in 
which the adiiiinistrativc law of France, based as it originally was 
on the prerogatives of the Crosvn under the amien regime, has of recent 
■years, by the genius of French legists, been more or less “ jiidieialised ’’ 
— if so I may render the French liim"}uridMiomMldser ’’ — and incor- 
porated with the law of the land. 

® Known in different countries by different names, e.g. in Germany 
as Verwaltungsrecht. The administrative law of France comes nearer 
than does the Verwaltmgsredd of Geimany (oonf. Otto Mayer, Le 
Droit Administratif Allemaml, i. (Fre.)oh translation), p. 293 s. 17), 
to the rule of law as understood by Englishmen. Here, as elsewhere, 
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ideas foreign to the fundamental assumptions of our 
English common law, and especially to what we have 
termed the rule of law. This opposition is specially 
apparent in the protection given in foreign countries 
to servants of the State, or, as we say in England, of 
the Crown, who, whilst acting in pursuance of official 
orders, or in tlie hona fide attempt to discharge 
official duties, arc guilty of acts which in themselves 
are. wrongful or unlawful. The extent of this pro- 
tection has in France — with Avhich country we are 
for the most part concerned — ^^Miied from time to 
time. It was once all hut complete ; it is now far 
less extensive than it was thirty-six years ago.' It 
forms only one portion of the whole system of droit 
administratif, but it is the part of French law to 
which in this chapter I wish to direct particularly the 
attention of students. I must, however, impress 
upon them that the whole body of droit administratif 
is well worth their study. It has been imitated in 
most of the countries of continental Europe. It 
illustrates, by way of contrast, the full meaning of 
that absolute supremacy of the ordinary law of the 
land — a foreign critic might say of that intense 
legalism — which wc have found to be a salient feature 
of English institutions. It also illustrates, by way 
of analogy rather than of contrast, some phases in the 

it is the similarity as much as the dissimilarity between France and 
England which prompts comparison. The historical glories of French 
arms conceal the important fact that among the great States of 
Europe, France and England have the most constantly attempted, 
though with unequal success, to maintain the supremacy of the civil 
power against any class which defies the legitimate sovereignty of the 
nation. 

^ Or than it still is throughiJut the German Empire. See Duguit, 
L’itat, p. 624, note 1. 
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coiistitutiouMl liistoiy of England. For droit adminis- 
tratif has, of recent years, been so des^eloped as to 
meet the requirements of a modern and a democratic 
society, and thus throws light upon one stage at least 
in the growth of English constitutional law.' 

Our subject falls under two main heads. The one 
head embraces the nature and the historical growth 
of droit administratif, and especially of that part 
thereof with which we are chiefly concerned. The 
other head covers a comparison between the English 
rule of law and the droit administratif oi France. 

For the term droit administratif English legal 
phraseology supplies no proper equivalent. The 
words “administrative law,” which are its most 
natural rendering, are unknown to English judges 
and counsel, and arc in themselves hardly intelligible 
without further explanation. 

This absence from our language of any satisfactory 
equivalent for the expression droit administratif 
significant ; the want of a name arises at bottom 
from our non-recognition of the thing itself. In 
England, and in countries which, like the United 
States, derive their civilisation from English sources, 
the system of administrative law and the very 
principles on which it rests are in truth unkimwn. 
This absence from the in.stitutions of the American 
Commonwealth of anything answering to droit 
administratif arrested the observation of Tocqueville 
from the first moment when he began his investiga- 
tions into the characteristics of American democracy. 
In 1831 he writes to an experienced French judge 
(magistrat), Monsieur De Blo^sseville, to ask both for 

' Seepp. 3Y1-378, post. 
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an explanation of the contrast in this matter between Chapter 
French and American institutions, and also for an 
authoritative explanation of the general ideas [mtions 
generales) governing the droit administratif of his 
country.^ He grounds his request for information on 
his own ignorance ^ about this special branch of French 
jurisprudence, and elearl)'’ implies that this want of 
knowledge is not uncommon among French lawyers. 

When wo know that a legist of Tocqueville’s 
genius found it necessary to ask for instruction in 
the “ general ideas ” of administrative law, we may 
safely assume that the topic was one which, even in 
the eyes of a French laAvyer, bore an exceptional 
character, and need not wonder that Englishmen find 
it difficult to appreciate the nature of rules which are, 
admittedly, foreign to the spirit and traditions of 
our institutions. It is, however, this very contrast 
between administrative law as it exists in France, 
and still more as it existed during by far the greater 

^ Tocqiieville’s language is so remarkable and tears so closely on 
our topic that it deserves quotation : “ Ve qui rn’cmp^r/ie h plus, je 
“ vans awue, dc savoir ce qui se fait sur ccs dijffe'rents pmnts en Ameiique, 

“ e’est d'ignorer, d pett pris complhlemmt, ce qtn ej.iste cn France. 

“ Fous saves qne, dies nous, le droit adminulrahf ct Ic droit civil fmment 
“ comme deux mondes se'pares, qui ne vireiit point foujours en patx, mais 
“ qid ne sont ni asses amis ni asses cmiemu pour sc him connailre. J'ai 
“ toiijours ve'cii dans I’un ct suis fort ignorant de ce qui se passe dans 
“ I’autre. En mime temps que fai senii le besoin d'acqndrir Ics notions 
generales qui me manquent d cet egard, fai pense que jc ne pouvais 
‘'mieuxfaire que de m’adresser d vans .” — Tocqneville, (Euvres Completes, 
vii. pp. 67, 68. 

2 Tliis want of knowledge is explainable, if not justifiable. In 
1831 Tocqneville was a youth of not more than twenty-si-v years of 
age. There were at that date already to be found books on droit 
administratif written to meet the wants of legal prsictitioners. But 
the mass of interesting constitutional literature represented by the 
writings of Laferrifere, Hauriou, Dnguit, Jeze, or Berthdlemy which, 
now elucidates the theory, and traces the history of a particular and 
most curious branch of French law, bad not come into existence. 
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part of the nineteenth century, and the notions of 
equality before the law of the laud which are firmly 
established in modern England, that mainly makes 
it worth while to study, not of course the details, but 
what Tocqueville calls the notions generales of French 
droit administratif. Our aim should be to seize the 
general nature of administrative law and the principles 
on which the whole system of droit administratif 
depends, to note the salient characteristics by which 
this system is marked, and, lastly, to make clear to 
ourselves how it is that the existence of a scheme of 
administrative law makes the legal situation of every 
government oflicial in France different from the 
legal situation of seiwants of the State in England, 
and in fact establishes a condition of things funda- 
mentally inconsistent with what Englishmen regard 
as the due supremacy of the ordinary law of the land. 

Droit administratif, or “ administrative law,” has 
been defined by French authorities in general terms 
as “the body of rules which regulate the relations 
“of the administration or of the administrative 
“ authority towards private citizens ” ; ^ and Aucoc 
in his work on droit administratif describes his topic 
in this very general language : ' “ Administrative law 
“ determines (l) the constitution and the relations of 
“ those organs of society which are charged with the 

^ “ On le deyinit nrdinaireinmt I’emeiMe des riglcs qni rdriissmt les 
“ rapport) de I’ administration ou de I’antoritd administrative avec les 
“cihyens" — Aucoc, Droit Administratif, i. s. 6. 

^ “ Nous prefdrerions dire, ponr notre part : Le droit administratif 
“ determine : I"' la constitution et les rapports des organes de la soeiete 
“ charged du soin des int&its eoUectifs qui font I’ohjet de I’administration 
“ pvhlique, dest-d-dire des differentes personnifications de la soddtd, dont 
“I’^lat est la plus imporiante ; 2°' les iapports des autorites administra- 
“ lives avec les dtoyens.” — lUd, 
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“ care of those social interests (intcrets collectifs) which 
“are the object of public aclministratiou, by which 
“ term is meant the dilierent representatives of society 
“ among which the State is the most important, and 
“(2) the relation of the administrative authorities 
“ towards the citizens of the State.” 

These definitions are wanting in precision, and their 
vagueness is not without significance. As far, how- 
ever, as an Englishman may venture to deduce the 
meaning of droit administratif from foreign treatises, 
it may, for our present purpose, be best described 
as that portion of French law which determines, (i.) 
the position and liabilities of all State officials, (ii.) 
the civil rights and liabilities of private individuals 
in their dealings with officials as representatives of 
the State, and (iii.) the procedure by which these 
rights and liabilities are enforced. 

An English student will never, it should particu- 
larly be noticed, understand this branch of French 
law unless he keeps his eye firmly fixed upon its 
historical aspect, and carefully notes the changes, 
almost amounting to the transformation, which droit 
administratif has undergone between 1800 and 1908, 
and above all during the last tbirt}^ or forty years. 
The fundamental ideas which underlie this department 
of French law arc, as he will discover, permanent, 
but they have at various times been developed in 
different degrees and in diflferent directions. Hence 
any attempt to compare the administrative law of 
France with our English rule of law will be deceptive 
unless we note carefully what are the stages in the 
law of each country whiph we bring into comparison. 
If, for instance, we compare the law of England and 
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tlie law of France as Lliey stand in 1908, we are 
likely to fancy (in my judgment erroneously) that, 
e.g. in regard to the position or privileges of the 
State and its servants when dealing with private 
citizens, there may be little essential difi'erence 
between the laws of the two countries. It is only 
when wc examine the administrative law of France 
at some earlier date, say between 1800 and 1815, or 
between the accession to the throne of Louis Philippe 
(1830) and the fall of the Second Empire (1870), that 
we can rightly appreciate the essential opposition 
between our existing Eugli.sh rule of law and the 
fundamental ideas which lie at the basis of adminis- 
trative law not only in France but in any country 
where this scheme of State or official law has obtained 
recognition. 

Tlie modern administrative law of France has 
grown up, or at any rate taken its existing form, 
during the nineteenth century ; it is the outcome of 
more than a hundred years of revolutionary and con- 
stitutional conflict.^ Its development may conveni- 
ently be divided into three periods, marked by the 
names of the Napoleonic Empire and the Restoration 
( 1800-1 830), the Orleanist Monarchy and the Second 
Empire (1830-1870), the Third Republic (1870- 
1908). 

First Period . — Napoleon and the Restoration, 
1800-1830. In the oj)miou of Frenchmen true droit 
administratif owes its origin to the consular constitu- 
tion of the Year VIII. (1800) created by Bonaparte 

1 For the history of droit admmistratif see especially Laferriere, i. 
(2nd ed.), bk. i. o. i.-iv. pp. 137-301. The Second Kepublic (1848- 
1851) produced little permanent effect on French administrative law. 
I have included it in the second of our three periods. 
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after the coup d'etat of the 18 th of Brumaire. 
But legists,^ no less than historians, admit that the 
ideas on -which droit administratif rests, may be 
rightly traced back, as they have been by Toeque- 
ville,^ to the ancien regime ; eveiy feature of Bona- 
parte’s governmental fabric recalls some characteristic 
of the ancient monarchy ; his Conseil d’Etat revives 
the Conseil du Roi, his Prefects are copies of the 
royal Intendants. Yet in this instance public opinion 
has come to a right conclusion. It was from Bona- 
parte that modern droit administratif received its 
form. If he was the restorer of the ancien regime, 
he was also the preserver of the Eevolution. What- 
ever he borrowed from the traditions of old France 
he adapted to the changed conditions of the new 
France of 1800 . At his touch ancient ideas received 
a new character and a new life. He fused together 
what was strongest in the despotic traditions of the 

^ “A ussi haul (lue Van rmonte dans noire Idsioire, depuis pie des 
"juridiclions nkjulmes out Ae imtiliiees, on ne home pas d’epoqne oil Us 
“ corps judiciaires charges d’appliquer les lois civilcs ct criminelles aient 
“ ete en mime temps appeles d stabler stir les dijjicultcs en matiirc d’adniinis- 
" tration piiblipie." — Lafeniure, i. jj. 139, and coniiiare iUd. p. 640. 

2 “ Ge qiii appandt , . . quuitd on etudie les paperasscs administra- 
“ lives, e’est I’iiifcrvcntion conihitielle du potivoir administratif datis la 
“ sphere jiidieiaire, Les legisks adniinislralifs jious disent sans cesse, 
“ quo le plus grand vice du gouvernemeiil interieur do Vancien regime etait 
“ que les juges administraient. On potirrail sc plaindre avee antant de 
“ raison dc ce que les adminislraietii s jugeaient. La scule difference est 
“ que nous avons corrige Vancien regime stir le premier point, et I'arons 
“ imite sur le second. J'avais eu jtisqiVa present la simplicite de croire 
“ que ce que nous appelons la justice administrative etatl une creation de 
“ Napoleon. G’est du pur ancien regime conserve ; ct U principe que 
“ lore mime qu’il s’agit de contrat, dest-d-dire d’un engagement formel et 
“ regulUrement pris entre un particulier et VElat, dost d VEtat a juger la 
“ cause, eet anome, inconnu dm la pliipart des nations modernes, etait 
“ tenu pour anssi saerepar un intendant de Vancien regime, qu’il pourrait 
“ I'itre de nos jours par le persaihiage pii ressemble le plus d celui-ld, je 
“ veux dire unprefet.” — Tocqueville, (Euvres Completes, vL pp. 221, 222. 
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monarchy with what was strongest in the equally 
despotic creed of Jacobinism. Nowhere is this fusion 
more clearly visible than in the methods by which 
Bonaparte’s legislation and policy gave full expres- 
sion to the ideas or conceptions of royal prerogative 
underlying the administrative practice of the ancicn 
regime, and eraphashsed the jealousy felt in 1800 by 
every Frenchman of the least interference by the law 
Courts with the free action of the government. This 
jealousy itself, though theoretically justified by 
revolutionary dogma, was inherited by the Revolution 
from the statecraft of the monarchy. 

Any one who considers with care the nature of 
the droit administmtif of France, or the topics to 
which it applies, will soon discover that it rests, 
and always has rested, at bottom on two leading 
ideas alien to the conceptions of modern Englishmen, 

The first of these ideas is that the government, 
and every servant of the government, possesses, as 
representative of the nation, a whole body of special 
rights, privileges, or prerogatives as against private 
citizens, and that the extent of these rights, privileges, 
or prerogatives is to be determined on principles 
different from the considerations which fix the legal 
rights and duties of one citizen towards another. An 
individual in his dealings with the State docs not, 
according to French ideas, stand on anything like the 
same footing as that on which he stands in dealings 
with his neighbour,^ 

^ “ Un parliculier qui n’exe'cute pas vn rnarche doit d I’entreprmear 
“ une indemnite proportionnee ou gain dont il le prim; le Code civil Vetahlit 
“ ainsi. L’ administration qui rompt un tel manlie ne doit d’indemniti 
“qu’en raison de h, perte eproruvee. ffesl la regie de la jurisprudence 
“ administrative. A mains que le droit ne dy oppose, elle tient que I' Mat, 
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The second of these general ideas is the necessity 
of maintaining the so-called “s eparation of iJowe rs” 
{separation des pouvoirs), or, in other words, of 
■preventing the government, the legislature, and the 
Courts from encroaching upon one another’s province. 
The expression, however, separation of powers, as 
applied by Frenchmen to tlie relations of the executive 
and the Courts, with •which alone we are here concerned, 
may easily mislead. It means, in the mouth of a 
French statesman or lawyer, something different 
from what we mean in England by the “indepen- 
dence of the judges,” or the like expressions. As 
interpreted by French history, by French legislation, 
and by tlie decisions of French tribunals, it means 
neither more nor less than the maintenance of the 
principle that while the ordinary judges ought to be 
irremovable and thus independent of the executive, 
the government and its officials ought (whilst acting 
officially) to be independent of and to a great extent 
free from the jurisdiction of the ordinary Courts.^ It 
were curious to follow out the historical growth of the 
whole theory as to the “separation of powers.” It 
rests apparently upon Montesquieu’s Esprit des Lois, 


“ e'est-ii-dire la collection de tons les dtoyens, el le tn’sor public, c’est-a-dire 
I’ensemble de tons les conti ibuables, doivenl passer atiinl le citoyen ou le 
"• contnbuable isoles, defendant uii interet individucl.” — Vivien, Etudes 
Admin islrat ires, i. pp. 141-142. This was the language of a French 
lawyer of high authority ■nritiiig in IS.'iS. The particular doctrine 
which it contains is now. repudiated hy French lawyers. Vivien’s 
teaching, however, even though it be no longer upheld, illustrates the 
general view taken in France of the relation between the individual 
and the state. That Vivien’s application of this view is now re- 
pudiated, illustrates the change which French droit administratif and 
the opinion of Frenchmen has undergone during the last fifty-five 
years. • 

1 See Ancoc, Droit Administratif, ss. 20, 24. 
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Paitn. Book XI. c. 6, ajul is in some sort the offspring 
of a double misconception; Montesquieu misunder- 
stood on this point the principles and practice of the 
Endish constitution, and his doctrine was in turn, if 
not misunderstood, exaggerated, and misapplied by the 
French statesmen of the EeA’^olution. Their judgment 
was biassed, at once by knowledge of the incon- 
veniences and indeed the gross evils which had 
resulted from the interference of the French “ parlia- 
ments ” in matters of State and by the belief that 
these Courts would offer opposition, as they had done 
before, to fundamental and urgently needed reforms. 
Nor were the leaders of French opinion uninfluenced 
by the traditional deske, felt as strongly by despotic 
democrats as by despotic kings, to increase the power 
of the central government by curbing the authority of 
the law Courts. The investigation, however, into the 
varying fate of a dogma which has undergone a 
different dcAmlopment on each side of the Atlantic 
would lead us too far from our immediate topic. All 
that we need note is the extraordinary influence 
exerted in France, and in all countries which have 
followed French examples, by this part of Montesquieu’s 
teaching, and the extent to Avhich it still underlies 
the political and legal institutions of the Fi'ench 
Republic. 


Character- 

istics. 


To the combination of these two general ideas may 
be traced four distinguishinp- cliaracteri.stics of French 


administrative law. 


( 1 ) Rigiits The first of these characteristics is, as. . the reader 

of state . ■ ■ , , n 

(leterraiiiea Will at oncc perceivc, that the relation of the govern- 
hy^speciai officials towards private citizens must 


be regulated by a body of rules which are in reality 
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laws, but wliicli may differ considerably from the laws 
■which govern the relation of one private person to 
another. This distinction between ordinary law and 
administrative law is one which since 1800 has been 
fuUy recognised in France, and forms an essential 
part of French public law, as it mnst form a part of 
the public law of any country where administrative 
law in the true sense exists.' 

1 The second of these characteristics is that the 
ordinary judicial tribunals which determine ordinary 
questions, whether they be civil or criminal, between 
man and mau, must, speaking generally, have no con- 
cern whatever with matters at issue between a private 
person and the State, i.e. with questions of adminis- 
trative law, but that such questions, in so far as 
they form at all matter of litigation {contentiexix 
administratif), must be determined by administrative 
Courts in some way connected with the government 
or the administration. 

No part of revolutionary policy or sentiment was 
more heartily accepted by Napoleon than the con- 
viction that the judges must never be allowed to 
hamper the action of the government. He gave 
effeet to this conviction in two different ways. 

In the first place, he constituted, or reconstituted, 
two classes of Courts. The one class consisted „of 
“judicial” or, as we should say, “common Jaw” 
Courts. They performed, speaking generally, but 
two functions. The one function was the decision of 
disputes in strictness between private persons ; this 
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I Of course it is possible that rules of administrative law may exist 
in a country, e.g. in Belgium, f»here these rules are enforced only by 
the ordinary Courts. 
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Part II. (Jutv was discharged Ijy such Courts as the Courts of 
First Instance and the Courts of Appeal. The other 
function was tlie trial of all criminal cases ; this duty 
was discliarged by .such Courts as the Correctional 
Courts (Tribunaux Coj~i'ectionnels) or the Courts of 
Assize ' {Cours d’ Assises). At the head of all these 
judicial tribuinils w^as placed, and still stands, the 
Court of Cassation [Cow de Cassation), whereof 
it is the duty to correct the errors in law of the 
inferioi' judicial Courts. The other class of so-called 
Courts were and are the administrative Courts, such 
as the Courts of the Prefects [Conseil de Prefecture) “ 
and the Council of State. The function of these 
bodies, in so far as they acted judicially (for they 
fulfilled many duties that were not judicial), was to 
determine questions of administrative law. The 
two hinds of Courts stood opposed to one another. 
The judicial Courts had, speaking generally,^ no 
concern witli questions of administrative law, or, in 
other words, with cases in which the interest of the 
State or its servants was at issue ; to entrust any 
judicial Court with the decision of any administrative 
suit would have been deemed in 1800, as indeed it 

' The Ccjiirls (jf Assize ure the only Courts in Trance where there 
is Iriiil hy jury. 

- Tlie (lour He, Gafsnlimi is not in slrictness a Court of Appeal. 

® With the Court', or Council', of the Prefects an Engli.sh stiiilent 
need hardly concern himself. s 

■* There exi.sted even under Niipoleon exceptional instances, and 
their nuinher has been increased, in which, mainly from motives of 
iminediate convenience, legislation has given to judicial Courts the 
decision of matters which from their nature should fall Vrithin the 
sphere of the administrative tribunals, just as legislation has exception- 
ally given to ndministriitive tribunals matters which would naturally 
full within the jurisdiction of the judicial Courts. These exceptional 
instances cannot he brought within any one clear principle, and may 
fur our piii’posB he dismissed from consideration. 
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is still deemed by most Frenchmen, a violatio 2 i of the chapter 

yyr 

doctrine of the separation of powers, and would have 1. 

allowed the interference by mere judges with cases in 
which the interest of the State or its servants was at 
issue. The administrative Courts, on the other hand, 
had, speaking generally, no direct concern with 
matters which fell within the jurisdiction of the 
judicial tribunals, but when we come to examine 
the nature of the Council of State we shall find that 
this restriction on the authority of a body which in 
Napoleon’s time formed part of the government itself 
was firr less real than the strict limitations imposed 
on the sphere of action conceded to the common 
law Courts. 

Napoleon, in the second place, displayed towards 
the ordinary judges the sentiment of contemptuous 
suspicion embodied in revolutionary legislation. The 
law of 16-24 August 1790^ is one among a score 
of examples which betray the true spirit of the 
Revolution. The judicial tribunals are thereby for- 
bidden to interfere in anyway wdiatever with any 
acts of legislation. Judi(;ial functions, it is laid down, 
must remain separate from administrative functions. 

The judges must not, under penalty of forfeiture, 
disturb or in any way interfere with the operations of 
administrative bodies, or summon before them admin- 
istrative ofiicials on account of anything done by 
reason of their administrative duties. Napoleon had 
imbibed to the utmost the spirit of these enactments. 

He held, as even at a much later date did all persons 
connected with the executive government, that “ the 
“’judges are the enemi^ of the servants of the State, 

1 Ti^ ii Tto 11-13 
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“ (incl that there is always reason to fear their attempts 
“ to compromise the public interests by their male- 
“ Tolent, or at best rash, interference in the usual 
“ course of government business.” ^ This fear was 
during the Empire, at any rate, assuredly groundless. 
Administrative officials met with no resistance from 
the Courts. After the Revolution the judges exhibited 
boundless humility and servile submission, they 
trembled before the power and obeyed the orders, often 
insolent enough, of the government." It is difficult, 
however, to sec how in tlie daj^s of Kapoleon the 
ordinary judges could, whatever their courage or bold- 
ness, have interfered with the conduct of the govern- 
ment or its agents. They are even now, as a rule, 
without jurisdiction in matters which concern the 
State. They have no riglit to determine, for instance, 
the meaning and legal effect in case it be seriously 
disputed of official documents, as, for example, of a 
letter addressed by a MiiiLster of State to a sub- 
ordinate, or by a general to a person under his 
■command. They arc even now in certain cases A\'ith- 
out jurisdiction as to cjuestions arising between a 
private person and a department of the government. 
In Napoleon’s time * they could not, without the con- 

' “ On a siihi I’injliience fh ce prrjiigi! domiwinl i-hez les gmmrnants, 
“ dans I’admiinstratioii ct menie cIik: la plupart des jurisconsidtes, que les 
" agenis judkudres sunt les eunemis nes des agents adniinistratifs, qu’il ij 
“ a ioujours a craindre letirs tentalivcs de comqirumeltre la chose publiqne 
“ par hniT intervenliun — malveillante ou tout au snoiiis inconsideree — dons 
“ la marche normale de I’admitiistratipn.’' — J6ze (ed. 1904), p. 139. 

- “ Jjcs agents udmisiislratifs, dans leur arhitraire vMalUment imuH, 
“ ne neontrhent aucsine resislance ches les agents jvdiciaires. Ceux-ci, 
“ apris la Itevolution, out monlre sine humilite sans limits et une sosmis- 
“ siosi servile, (fest en tremblasit qu'ils ont tosijonrs 6b& assz ordres 
‘‘ parfois insolervts dsi Gouvemement.'' — JJze, p. 1 28. 

® See ConstituiLon of Year VIII., art. 75, p. 343, post. 
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sent of tlie ejovemmcnt, have entertained criminal or Chapter 

’ ' ■ ^ » • y I'j 

civil proceedings against an official for a wrong done 

or a Clime committed hy such official in respect of 
private individuals when acting in discharge of his 
official duties. The incompetence, however, of the 
judicial Courts did not mean, even under Napoleon, 
that a person injured by an agent of the government 
was without a remedy. He might bring his grievance 
before, and obtain redress from, the administrative 
tribunals, i.e. in substance the Council of State, or 
ju’occedings might, where a crime or a wrong was 
complained of, be, with the permission of the govern- 
ment, taken before the oi-dinary Courts. 

^ The co-existence of judicial Courts and of adminis- (3) Con- 
trative Courts results of necessity in raising questions jllrisdic- 
of jurisdiction. A, for example, in some judicial 
Court claims damages against A’’ for a breach of 
contract, or it may be for Avhat we should term an 
assault or false imprisonment. A’s defence in ’sub- 
stance is that he acted merely as a servant of the 
State, and that the case raises a point of adminis- 
trative law determinable only by an administrative 
tribunal, or, speaking broadly, by the Council of 
State. The objection, in short, is that the judicial 
Court has no jurisdiction. How is this dispute to 
be decided? The natural idea of an Englishman 
is that the conflict must be determined by the 
judicial Courts, i.e. the ordinary judges, for that 
the judges of the land are the proper authorities to 
define the limits of their own jurisdiction. This 
view, which is so natural to an English lawyer, is 
radically opposed to tlje French conception of the 
separation of powers, since it must, if systematically 
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Part II. curried out, enable the Courts to encroach on the 
province of the administration. It contradicts the 
principle still recognised as valid by French law 
that administrative bodies must never be troubled 
in the exercise of their functions by any act 
whatever of the judicial power nor can an 
Englishman, who recollects the cases on general 
warrants, deny that our judges have often inter- 
fered with the action of the administration. The 
worth of Montesquieu’s doctrine is open to ques- 
tion, but if his theory be sound, it is clear that 
judicial bodies ought not to be allowed to pro- 
nounce a final judgment upon the limits of their own 
authority. 

Under the legislation of Napoleon the right to 
determine such questions of jurisdiction was in 
theory reserved to the head of the State, but was 
in effect given to the Council of State, that is, to 
the highest of administrative Courts. Its authority in 
this matter was, as it still is, preserved in two difierent 
ways. If a case before an ordinary or judicial Court 
clearly raised a question of administrative law, the 
Court was bound to see that the inquiry was referred 
to the Council of State for decision. Suppose, how- 
ever, the Court exceeded, or the government thought 
that it exceeded, its jurisdiction and trenched upon 
the authority of the administrative Court, a 
prefect, who, be it remarked, is a mere government 
official, could raise a conflict, that is to say, could, by 
taking the proper steps, insist upon the question of 
jurisdiction being referred for decision to the Council 
of State. "VVe can hardly exaggerate the extent of 

* See Aucoc, BroU Adminidraiif, s. 24. 
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the authority thus couferi'ctl upon the Council. It Chapter 
had the right to fix the limits of its own power, 
it could in effect take out of the hands of a 
judicial Court .a case of which the Court was already 
seised.^ 

The fourth and most despotic characteristic of (4) Protee- 
droit administratif lies in its tendency to protect 
'from the supervision or control of the ordinary law 
Courts any servant of the State who is guilty of an 
act, however illegal, whilst acting in honajide obedi- 
ence to the orders of his superiors and, as far as 
intention goes, in the mere discharge of his official 
■ duties. 

Such an official enjoyed from 1800 till 18T2 a 
triple protection {garantie des fonctionnaives). 

In the first place, he could not he made respon- 
bible before any Court, whether judicial or adminis- 
trative, for the performance of any act of State 
{acte de gouvemement). 

The law of France has always recognised an ' 
indefinite class of acts, i.e. acts of State , which, as 
they concern matters of high policy or of public 
security, or touch upon foreign policy or the execu- 
tion of treaties, or concern dealings with foreigners, 
must be left to the uncontrolled discretion of the 

^ Up to 1828 it was possible to raise a conflict (elerer m conjlit) in 
any criminal no less than in any civil case. Nor is it undeserving of 
notice that, whilst a conflict could be raided in order to prevent a 
judicial Court from encroaching on the sphere of an administrative 
Court, there was in Napoleon’s time and still is no legal means fur 
raising a conflict with a view to prevent an administrative Court from 
encroaching on the sphere of a judicial Court. 

“ This protection of officials may be displayed in parts of French 
law (e.g. Code Penal, art. 114) wliidi do not technically belong to droit 
administraiif, but it is in reality connected with the whole system of 
administrative l"w 
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government, and lie quite outside the jurisdiction 
of any Court whatever. What may he the exact 
definition of an act of State is even now, it would 
appear in France, a moot i)oint on which high 
authorities are not entirely agreed. It is therefore 
impossible for any one but a French lawyer to 
determine what are the precise qualities which 
turn conduct otherwise illegal into an act of 
State of which no French Court could take cognis- 
ance. Of recent years the tendency of French 
lawyers has certainly been to narrow down the sense 
of an ambiguous term which lends itself easily to the 
justification of tyranny. We may feel sure, however, 
that during the Napoleonic era and for long after- 
wards any transaction on the part of the government 
or its servants was deemed to be an act of State 
which was carried out hona fide with the object 
of furthering the interest or the security of the 
country. 

In the second place, the French Penal Code, Art. 
114,^ protected, as it still protects, an official from 
the penal consequences of any interference with the 
personal liberty of fellow citizens when the act com- 

* “Art. 114. Lorsipi’ an fonHionmiire pnhlic, Mnageni on itn jirqiose 
‘die Gouveniemeiil, aura ordonne on fail quthiue acte arbiiraire, et 
‘ attmtahdre unit d la liberie indiriduelle, soil aiex droits civiqaes d’vm, 
‘ oit de ‘plusicur.i cituijeiis, soil d la Gharte, il sera condamne d la peine de 
‘ la deijradalion civiqiie. 

“ Si neanmoins il jushfie qn'il a aiji par ordre de ses supeiieurs pour 
des objets du ressort de ceux-H, stir lesquels il leur etait dd obeissanee 
‘ hierarchique, il sera exempts de la peine, laquelle sera, dam ee cos, 
‘apjdiquee seulement anx superieurs qui auront donne' I’ ordre.” — Code 
Penal, art. 114; and Gargon, Code Pdnal annote, p. 245. With this read 
Garmon, Code Penal, arts. 34 and 87, compare Code d'instruetion eriminelle, 
art. 10 ; Dngiiit, Mannel, pp. 524-627(»and generally Duguit, L’Etat, 
oh. V. 8. 10, pp. 615-634. 
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plained of is done under the orders of his official 
superior^ 

(y In the third place, under the celebrated Article 75 * 
of the Constitution of the Year VIII. , i.a. of 1800, no 
official could, without the permission of the Council 
of State, be i^rosecuted, or otherwise be proceeded 
against, for any act done in relation to his official 
duties. 

The protection given was ample. Article 75 reads 
indeed as if it applied only to prosecutions, but was 
construed by the Courts so as to embrace actions 
for damages.^ Under the Najiolconic Constitution no 
servant of the State, whether a prefect, a mayor, or 
a policeman, whose conduct, however unlawful, met 
with the approval of the government, ran any real 
risk of incurring punishment or of paying damages for 


^ None but a French criminalist can pronounce with anything like 
certainty on the full elfect of Ait. 114, but Gaiftm's coiiiuieut thereon 
(Oorfe Penal, pp. 245-250) suggests to an English lawyer that an 
oH'ender ivlio brings liiniself within the exemption mentioned in the 
second clause of the Article, though he may be found guilty of the 
offence charged, cannot be punished for it under Art. 114, or any 
other Article of the Penal (Jodc, and that Art. 114 protect.^ a very 
wide class of public eervants. (See Gallon, comment under heads D 
and E, pp. 249-252, and under G, p. 2.53, and para. 100, p. 254. 
Head also Duguit, Mannd, ss. 75-T7, especially pp. 504, 527 ; Duguit, 
L’ttai, pp. 615-C34.) 

It is difficult for an Eiiglishmau to understand how under the 
Code Peml a prefect, a policeman, or any other servant of the State, 
acting bona fide under the orders of his proper official superior, can be 
in danger of punishment ior crimes such as assault, unlawful imprison- 
uieiit, and the like. 

^ “Les agents dit Gouvernement, autres gue Us mimstres, ns pemnC Stre 
“ fowrsivms pour des faits relatifs <l lews fonctions, qu'en vertu d'una 
“ decision du conseil detat ; m ce cas, la pemrsuite a lieu devant les 
“ tribunanx ordinaires.” — Duguit and Monnier, Les Conslitulions de la 
France (deuxikme ed.), p. 127. 

^ See Jaegnelin, Les Prindpes Dominants du Conientieux Adminis- 
tratif, p. 1 27. 
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Part n. any acL whicL purported to be done in discharge of 
his official duties. 

The effect practically produced by the four charac- 
teristics of droit administratif and especially the 
amount of the protection provided for officials acting 
in obedience to the orders of their superiors, depends 
in the main on the answer to one question: What 
at a given time is found to be the constitution and 
the character of the Council of State ? Was it then 
under Napoleon a law Court administering judicially 
a particular branch of French law, or was it a 
department of the executive government ? The 
answer is plain. The Council, as constituted or 
revived by Bonaparte, Avas the very centre of his 
whole governmental fabric. It consisted of the most 
eminent administrators whom Napoleon could gather 
round him. The members of the Council were 
entitled and were bound to give the supreme ruler 
advice. The Council, or some of the Councillors, 
took part in affairs of all descriptions. It is hardly 
an exaggeration to say that, subject to the absolute 
will of Napoleon, the members of the Council con- 
stituted tlic government. They held office at his 
pleasure. The Councillors dealt with policy, with 
questions of administration, with questions of adminis- 
trative law. In 1800 it is probable that adminis- 
trative suits were not very clearly separated from 
governmental businass. The Council, moreover, even 
when acting judicially, was more of a Ministry than 
of a Court, and when the Council, acting as a Court, 
had given its decision, or tendered its advice, it 
possessed no means for compelling the executive to 
■ give effect to its decisions. As a matter of fact, years 
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have sometimes elapsed before the executive of the 
day has thought fit to put the judgments of the 
Council into force, and it was not till 1872 that its 
decisions acquired law the character of real judg- 
ments. It was, moreover, as we have already pointed 
out, originally the final Conflict-Court. It had a right 
to determine whether a given case did or did not 
concern administrative law, and therefore whether it 
fell within its own jurisdiction or within the juris- 
diction of the ordinary Courts. Thus the state of 
things which existed in France at the beginning of 
the nineteenth century bore some likeness to what 
would be the condition of aflFairs in England if there 
were no, or little, distinction between the Cabinet as 
part of the Privy Council and the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council, and if the Cabinet, in its 
character of a Judicial Committee, determined all 
questions arising between the government on the 
one side, and private individuals on the other, and 
determined them with an admitted reference to con- 
siderations of public interest or of political expediency. 
Nor was any material change produced by the fall of 
Napoleon. The restored monarchy eagerly grasped 
the prerogatives created by the Empire. There was 
even a sort of return to the unrestrained arbitrariness 
of the Directory. It was not until 1828, that is, 
within two years of the expulsion of Charles X., that 
public opinion enforced some restriction on the 
methods by which the administrative authorities, i.e. 
the government, invaded the sphere of the judicial 
Courts. 

There are two reasQus why it is worth while to 
study with care the droit administratif of our first 
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Monarch- 
ical period. 


period. Tlie atlmiiiistrative law of to-day Ims _beeii 
built up on tlie foundations laid by Napoleon. The 
Courts created by biin still exist ; tlicir jurisdiction 
is still defined in accordance, in tlie main, witb the 
lines which he laid down. True it is that machinery 
invented to support a scheme of rational absolutism 
has in later times been used by legists and reformers 
for the promotion of legal liberty. But it is a fact 
never to be forgotten that the administrative law 
of France originated in ideas which favour the pre- 
rogatives of the government as the proper defence 
for the interest of the nation. 

Second Period . — The Orleans Monarchy and the 
Second Empire 1830-1870.^ 

This period deserves the special attention of 
English students. Napoleonic Imperialism was 
absolutism; the Eestoration was reaction; neither 
adihits of satisfactory comparison with any govern- 
mental system known to modern England. The 
forty years, on the other hand, which intervened 
between the expulsion of Charles X. and the fall of 
Napoleon III., though marked by three violent 
changes — the Revolution of 1848, the coup d’kat 
of 1851, the overthrow of the Second Empire in 1870 
— form, as .a whole, a time of civil order. During 
these forty years France was, with the exception of 
not more than six mouths, governed under the 
established law of the land. An age of peaceful 
progress gives an opening for illuminative comparison 
between the public law of France and the public law 

1 Little account need be taken of the Second Bepnblic, 1848-1851. 
Its legislative reforms in administrative law did not outlive its brief 
"nfl trnnblpd duration 
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of Engkud. This remark is j)articularly ajjplicable Chapter 
to the reign of Louis Philippe. He was, in the eyes _ 
of Englishmen, above all things, a constitutional 
king.' His Parliamentary ministries, his House of 
peers, and his House of deputies, the whole frame- 
work and the very spirit of his government, seemed 
to be modelled upon the constitution of England ; 
under his rule the supremacy of the ordinary law of 
the land, administered by the ordinary law Courts, 
was, as Englishmen supposed, as securely established 
in France as in England. They learn with surprise, 
that during the whole of these forty years few, if 
any, legislative or Parliamentary reforms^ touched 
the essential characteristics of droit administratif 
as established by Napoleon. It remained, as it 
still docs, a separate body of law, dealt ‘ with by 
administrative Courts. With this law the judicial 
Courts continued to have, as they still have, 
no concern. The introduction of Parliamentary 
government took from the Council of State, during 
the reign of Louis Philippe, many of its political 
functions. It remained, however, as it does to-day, 
the great administrative Court. It preserved what 
it does not now retain,® the right to define the juris- 
diction of the judicial Courts. Servants of the State 

^ His accession to tlie throne was aided by an obvious, but utterly 
superficial, analogy between tlie coui-se of the English Eevolntion in 
the seventeenth century and of the great French Eevolution in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Louis Philippe, it was supposed, 
was exactly the man to perform in France the part which William III. 
had played in England, and close the era of revolution. 

‘ It was, however, gradually reformed to a great extent by a 
process of judicial legislation, i.e, by the Council of State acting in the 
spirit of a law Court. • 

‘ See as to prasent Conflict-Court, p. 360, post. 
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Part, ir. remained in possession of every prerogative or privi- 
^ lege ensured to them hy custom or by Napoleonic 
legislation. Broit achuinistratif, in short, retained 
till 1870 all its essential features. That this was so 
is apparent from two considerations ; — ■ 
meCorni- First. The Council of State never, during the 
absolutely pciiod witli which wc are concerned, became a 
bodyr' thoroughly judicial body. 

This indeed is a point on which an English 
critic must speak with some hesitation. He will 
remember how easily a Frenchman, even though 
well acquainted with England, might at the present 
moment misinterpret the working of English in- 
stitutions, and imagine, for instance, from the 
relation of the Lord Chancellor to the Ministry, 
that the Cabinet, of which the Chancellor is always 
a^member, could influence the judgment given in an 
! action entered in the Chancery Division of the High 
Court, whereas, as every Englishman knows, centuries 
have passed since the Lord Chancellor, when acting 
as a judge in Chancery, was in the slightest degree 
guided by the interest or the wishes of the Cabinet. 
An English critic will also remember that at the 
present day the Council of State commands as profound 
respect as any Court in France, and stands in popular 
estimation on a level rvith the Court of Cassation — 
the highest of judicial tribunals — and. further, that the 
repute of the Council has risen during every year since 
1830. Yet, subject to the hesitation which becomes 
any one who comments on the working of institutions 
which are not those of his own country, an English 
lawyer must conclude that between 1830 and 1870 
the Council, while acting as an administrative 
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tribunal, though tending every year to become Chapter 
more and more judicialised, was to a considerable 
extent an official or governmental body the members 
of which, when acting in the discharge of quasi- 
judicial functions, were likely to be swayed by 
ministerial or official sentiment. This assertion does 
not imply that the Council, consisting of persons 
of the highest eminence and character, did not aim 
at doing or did not constantly do justice. What is 
meant is that the Council’s idea of justice was not 
likely to be exactly the same as that entertained by 
judicial or common law Courts. 

Secondly. The legal protection of officials suffered Nodiminn- 


no diminution. 

No man could be made liable before any Court 
whatever for carrying out an act of State {acte 
de goxmerne/ment)} And under the rule of Louis 
Philippe, as under the Second Empire, wide was the 
extension given, both in theory and in practice, to 
this indefinite and undefined expression. 

In 1832 the Duchessc de Berry attempted to 
raise a civil war in La Vendee. She was arrested. 
The king dared not let her leave the country. 
He would not put on trial the niece of his wife. 
Republicans and Legitimists alike wished her to be 
brought before a law Court. The one class desired 
that “Caroline Berry” should be treated as an 
ordinary criminal, the other hoped to turn the Duchess 
into a popular heroine. The case was debated in 
Parliament again and again. Petitions demanded 
that she should either be set at liberty or brought 
before a jury. The g 9 vernment refused to take 

^ See p. 341, ante. 
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Partn. cither course. She wns clotaiiicfl in prison until 
'private circumstances clcprivccl her both of credit ^nd 
of popularity. She was then quietly shipped off to 
Sicily. The conduct of the government, or in fact 
of the king, was illegal from beginning to end. 
The Ministry confe.s.sed, through the mouth of 
Monsieur Thiers, that the law had been violated. A 
vote of the Chamber of Deputies — not be it noted an 
act of legislation — supplied, it was held, full justi- 
fication for a breach of the law.' This was the kind 
of authority ascribed in 1832 by the eonstitutional 
Ministers of a constitutional monarch to an act of 
State. This most elastic of pleas was, it would 
seem, the excuse or the defence for the dealings of 
Napoleon III. with the property of the Orleans 
•family; nor is it easy to believe that even as late 
as 1880 some of the proceedings against the un- 
authorised congregations were not examples of the 
spirit which places an act of State above the law 
of the laud. 

The Penal Code Article 114,® protecting from 
punishment, though not from legal condemnation, an 
agent of the government who though he committed 
a crime acted in obedience to the commands of his 
official superiors, remained, as it still remains, in 
full force. 

The celebrated Article 75 of the Constitution of 

^ “ AT. 27w«rs, ims la s&mce du 20 jiiin, avmia hatUement fotit ce 
“ qu'il y avail eu dilUgal dans Varrestatioii, la detmiion, la miss em 
“ Uberte de la diic/ieise ; d la Chambre d decider si I’ on avail agi 
“ dans VinlirSt bun entmdu du sahU public. La Chambre passa a 
“ Vordre du jour." — Qregoire, Histoire de JVojce, i. p. 364. See also 
ibid. pp. 292-308, 356-364. 

^ See p. 342, note 1, ante. 
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the Year YIIT./ wliicli made it impossible to take chaptei 
legal proceedings for a crime or a wrong against 
any official without the permission of the Council of 
State, which surely in this case must have acted in 
accordance with the government of the day, still 
stood unrepealed. 

Public opinion refused to regard the Council as 
a judicial tribunal, and condemned the protection 
extended to official wrongdoers. Hear on this point 
the language of Alexis de Toccpeville : 

“In the Year VIII. of the French Eepublic a 
“ constitution was drawn up in which the following 
“clause was introduced: ‘Art. 75. All the agents 
“ of the government below the rank of ministers can 
“only be prosecuted" for offences relating to their 
“ several functions by virtue of a decree of the Con-‘> 

“ sell d’Etat ; in which case the prosecution takes 
“ place before the ordinary tribunals.’ This clause 
“ survived the ‘ Constitution de I’An VIII.,’ and it is 
“ still maintained in spite of the j ust complaints of 
“ the nation. I have always found the utmost diffi- 
“ culty in explaining its meaning to Englishmen or 
“ Americans. They were at once led to conclude 
“ that the Conseil d’Etat in France was a great 
"tribunal, established in the centre of the king- 
“ dom, which exercised a preliminary and somewhat 
“ tyrannical jurisdiction in all political causes. But 
“ when I told them that the Conseil d’fitat was not 
. “ a judicial body, in the common sense of the term, 

1^‘but an administrative council composed of men 

1 See p. 343, ante 

^ This terra was extended hy legal decisions so as to cover actions 
for damages. See Jacquelin, lA Frindpts Dominants du Contentiem 
Adminisiratif, p. 127. 
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Partn. “dependent on the Crowji, so that the King, after 
“ having ordered one of his servants, called a Prefect, 
“ to commit an injustice, has the power of command- 
“ ing another of his servants, called a Councillor of 
“ State, to prevent the former from being punished ; 
“ when I demonstrated to them that the citizen who 
“ has been injured by the order of the sovereign is 
“ obliged to solicit from^thc sovereign permission to 
“ obtain redress, they refused to credit so flagrant an 
“ abuse, and were tempted to accuse me of fiilsehood 
“ or of ignorance. It frequently hai^pened before 
“ the Revolution that a Parliament issued a warrant 
“ against a public oflicor who had committed an 
“ offence, and sometimes the proceedings were stopped 
“by the authority of the Crown, which enforced 
“ compliance with its absolute and despotic will, If 
“ is painful to perceive how much lower we arc sunk 
“ than our forefathers, since we allow things to pass 
“ under the colour of justice and the sanction of the 
“ law which violence alone could impose upon them.” ‘ 

This classical passage from Tocqueville’s Dumocracy 
in America was published in 1835, "when, at the 
age of 30, he had obtained a fiime which his friends 
conipared to that of Montesquieu. His estimate of 
droit ad7ninistrati/ assuredly had not changed when 
towards the end of his life he published L’Ancien 
Recjime et la Revolution, by for the most powerful 
and the most mature of his works. 

“We have, it is true,” he writes, “expelled the 
“ judicial power from the sphere of government into 
“ which the a^icien regime had most unhappily allowed 

^ A. de ToequeviUe, Democracy in- America, i. (translation), p. 101; 
(Euvres CmpUtei, i. pp. 174, 175. 
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'• its introduction, but at the very same time, as any 
“ one can sco, the authority of the government has 
“ gradually been introducing itself into the natural 
“•sphere of the Courts, and there we have suffered 
“ it to remain as if the confusion of powers was not 
“ as dangerous if it came from the side of the govern- 
“ ment as if it came from the side of the Courts, or 
“ even worse. For the intervention of the Courts of 
“ Justice into the sphere of governmeut only impedes 
“ the management of business, whilst the intervention 
“ of government in the administration of justice 
“ depraves citizens and turns them at the same time 
“ both into revolutionists and slaves.”^ 

These are the words of a man of extraordinary 
genius who well knew French history, who was well 
acquainted with the France of his day, who had for 
years sat in Parliament, who at least once had been a 
member of the Cabinet, and to whom the public life of 
his own country was as well known as the public life 
of England to Macaulay. Tocqueville’s language may 
bear marks of an exaggeration, explainable partly by 
his turn of mind, and partly by the line of thought 
which made him assiduously study and possibly 
overrate the closeness of the connection between 
the weaknesses of modern democracy and the vices 
of the old monarchy. Be this as it may, he 

^ “Nous avons, il estvrai, chusse la justice tie la sphhe administrative 
“oil I’ancicn regime V avail laisaee s’introdaire foil inddiiient ; mais datis 
“ le mime temps, comme on le voit, le (jouvmiement s’introduisait sans 
“ cesse dans la sphere naturelle de la justice, et nous I’y avons laisse: 
“ comme si la confusion des pouvoirs sdelait pas aussi dangereuse de ce 
“ cite que de Vautre, et m^me pire ; car ^intervention de la justice dans 
“ I' administration ne nuit qu’aux affaires, tandis -que I’irvtervention de 
“ V administration dans la justice deprave les hommes el tend tl Ics rendre 
“ tout a la fois revolutionnaires Ht serviles,” — Tocqueville, L’Atiden 
Regime et la Revolution, septiuiue ^dilioii, p. 81. 
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assuieclly expressed the educated opinion of his 
time. A writer who Jias admirably brought into 
view the many merits of the Council of State and 
the methods by which it has iu matters of adminis- 
trative litigation acquired for itself more and more 
of a judicial character, acutely notes that till the 
later part of the nineteenth century the language 
of everyday life, which is the best expression of 
popular feeling, applied the terms “ courts of justice ” 
or “justice” itself only to the judicial or common law 
Courts.^ What stronger confirmation can be found 
of the justice of Tocqueville’s judgment for the time 
at least in which he lived ? 

Wo can now understand the way in which from 
1830 to 1870 the existence of a droit administratif 
affected the whole legal position of French public 
servants, and rendered it quite different from that 
of English officials. 

Persons iu the employment of the government, 
who formed, be it observed, a more important part of 
the community than do the whole body of English 
civil servants, occupied iu France a situation in some 
respects resembling that of soldiers in England. For 
the breach of official discipline they were, we may 
safely assume, readily punishable iu one form or 
another. But if like English soldiers they were 
subject to official discipline, they enjoyed what even 
soldiers in England do not possess, a very large 
amount of protection against proceedings before the 
judicial Courts for wrongs done to private citizens. 
The position, for instance, of say a prefect or a 
policeman, who in the over-zealous discharge of his 
^ J^ze, p. 138, note 1. 
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duties liad broken the Lw by comniittiiig an assault Chapter 
or a trespass, was practically unassailable. He might ^ 
plead that the wrong done was an act of State. If 
this defence would not avail him lie might shelter 
himself behind Article 114 of the Penal Code, and 
thus escape not indeed an adverse verdict but the 
possibility of punishment. But after all, if the 
Ministry approved of his conduct, he had no need 
for lestal defences. He could not, without the assent 
of the Council of State, be called upon to answer 
for his conduct before any Court of law. Article 75 
was the palladium of official privilege or irresponsi- 
bility. Nor let any one think that this arm of 
defence had grown rusty with time and could not 
in practice be used. Between 1852 and 1864 there 
were 264 applications for authorisations under Article 
75 to take proceedings agaimst officials. Only 34 were 
granted, or, in other words, 230 were refused.’ The 
manifest injustice of the celebrated Article had been 
long felt. Even in 1815 Napoleon had promised its 
modification. 

Thirdi, Period . — The Third Republic — 1870-1908. 

Within two years from the fall of the Second 
Empire public opinion insisted upon three drastic 
reforms in the administrative or official law of France. 

On the 19 til of September 1870 Article 75 wasKupeaiof 

T J Art. 75. 

repealed. 

It had survived the Empire, the Restoration, the 
Orleans Monarchy, the Republic of 1848, and the 
Second Empire. Tlie one thing which astonishes an 

^ See Jacqnelin, Lea Pnndpea Dominanta du Cmitentieiu Admima~ 
tralif, p. 364. 

It is worth notice that the principle of Article 75 was, at any rtite 
till lately, recognised in more than one State of the German Empire. 
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Partn. Euglisb, critic even more than the length of time 
durinof which the celebrated Article had withstood 

O 

every assault, is the date, combined with the method 
of its abolition. It was abolished on the 19 th of 
September 1870, when the German armies were press- 
ing on to Paris. It was {(.bolibhcd by a Government 
which had come into office through an insurrection, 
and which had no claim to actual power or to moral 
authority except the absolute necessity for protecting 
France against invasion. It is passing strange that a 
provisional government, occupied with the defence' of 
Paris, should have repealed a fundamental principle of 
French law. Of the motives which led men placed 
in temporary authority by the accidents of a revolu- 
tion to carry through a legal innovation which, in 
appearance at least, alters the whole position of French 
officials, no foreign ob.server can form a certain opinion. 
It is, however, a plausible conjecture, confirmed by 
subserpent events, that the repeal of Article 75 was 
lightly enacted and easily tolerated, because, as many 
lawyers may have suspected, it effected a change 
more important in appearance than in reality, and 
did not after all gravely touch the position of French 
functionaries or the course of French administration.’ 

A circumstance which fills an English lawyer with 
’further amazement i.s that the repeal of Article 75 

1 For some confirniiitioii of this view, see Aiicoc, Droit Admimstraiif, 
BS. 419-426 ; Jaeqaelin, Jiiridiciion Administraiwe, p. 427 ; Laferriere, 
i. bk. iii. ch. vii. 

The admission, however, involved in the repeal of Article 75 of 
the general principle that otticials are at any rate prima fade liable 
for illegal acts, in the same way as private persons, marks, it is said 
by competent authorities, an important change in the public opinion of 
France, and is one among other signs of a tendency to look with 
jealousy on the power of the State. 
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became, and still witliout any direct confirmation by 
kny legislative assembly remains, part of the law of 
the land. Here we come across an accepted principle 
of French constitutional law which betrays the im- 
mense authority conceded both by the law and by 
the public opinion of France to any de facto and 
generally accepted government. Sucli a body, even 
if like the provisional government of 1 848 it is called 
to office one hardly knows how, by the shouts of a 
mob consisting of individuals whoso names for the 
most part no one now knows at all, is deemed to 
possess whilst it continues in power the fullest legisla- 
tive authority. It is, to use French terms, not only 
a legislative but a constituent authority. It can 
issue decrees, known by the technical name of decree 
laws {decrets lois),'^ which, until regularly repealed by 
some person or body with acknowledged legislative 
authority, are often as' much law of the land as any 
Act passed with the utmost formality by the present 
French National Assembly. Contrast with this ready 
acceptance of governmental authority the view taken 
by English Courts and Parliaments of every law passed 
from 1G42 to 1660 which did not receive the Pioyal 
assent. Some of them were enacted by Parliaments 
of a ruler acknowledged both in England and in many 

1 See for the legal doctrine and for examples of such decree laws, 
Diiguit, MdUiiel, pp. 1037, 1038 ; Jloi-eau, Le lieijleinait Adminislmtif, 
pp. 103, 104. Such decree laws ivere pa.'-sed hy the provisional govern- 
ment between the 24th of February and the 4th of May 1848; by 
Louis Napoleon between the coup d’etoi of 2nd December 1851 and 
29th March 1852, that is, a ruler who, having by a breach both of the 
law of the land and of his oaths usurped supreme power, had not as 
yet received any recognition by a national vote ; and lastly, by the 
Government of National Defence between 4th September 1870 and 
12th February 1871, that is, by ah executive which might in strictness 
be called a government of necessity. 
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Part n. foreign countries as the head of the English State ; 
the Protector, moreover, died in peace, and was 
succeeded without disturbance by his son Richard. 
Yet not a single law passed between the outbreak of 
the Rebellion and the Restoration is to be found 
in the English Statute Book. The scrupulous 
legalism of English lawyers acknowledged in 1660 
no Parliamentary authority but that Long Parliament 
which, under a law regularly passed and assented 
to by Charles L, could not be dissolved without 
its own consent. A student is puzzled whether 
most to admire or to condemn the sensible ljut, 
it may be, too easy acquiescence of Frenchmen in 
the actual authority of any de, facto government, 
or the legalism carried to pedantic absurdity of 
Englishmen, who in matters of statesmanship placed 
technical legality above those rules of obvious ex- 
pediency which arc nearly equivalent to principles of 
justice. This apparent digression is in reality germane 
to our subject. It exhibits the different light in which, 
even in periods of revolution, Frenchmen and English- 
men have looked upon the rule of law. 

The strange story of Article 75 needs a few words 
more for its completion. The decree law of 19th 
September 1870 reads as if it absolutely subjected 
officials accused of any breach of the law to the juris- 
diction of the judicial Courts. This, moreover, was in 
fact the view taken by both the judicial and the 
administrative Courts between 1870 and 1872.* 
But judicial decisions can in France, as elsewhere, 
frustrate the operation of laws which they cannot 

' See in support of this view, Jacquelin, Let Prmcip.et Dondnanta 
du OmUentievx Adminiatratif, pp. 127-144. 
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repeal. After 1870 proceedings against oiEcials, and 
officials of all ranks, became frequent. I’liis fact is 
noteworthy. The government wished to protect its 
own servants. Tt brought before the newly con- 
stituted Conflict-Court ^ a case raising for reconsidera- 
tion the effect of the decree law of 19th September 
1870. The Court held that, though proceedings 
against officials might be taken without the leave 
of the Council of State, yet that the dogma of the 
separation of powers must still be respected, and 
that it was for the Conflict- Court to determine 
whether any particular case fell within the juris- 
diction of the judicial Courts or of the administrative 
Courts, that is in effect of the Council of State.® The 
principle of this decision has now obtained general 
acceptance. Thus a judgment grounded on that 
doctrine of the separation of powers which embodies 
traditional jealousy of interference l')y ordinary judges 
in affairs of State has, according at any rate to one 
high authority, reduced the effect of the repeal of 
Article 7 5 almost to nothing. “ To sum the matter 
up,” writes Duguit, “ the only difference between the 
actual system and that which existed under the 
Constitution of the Year VIII. is that before 1870 the 
prosecution of State officials was subject to the 
authorisation of the Council of State, whilst to-day it 
is subject to the authori.«ation of the Conflict-Court.”® 

' See p. 360, post. 

2 See PeUetiet^s Case, clecideil 26tli July 1873 ; niid in support of an 
interpretation of the law which lias now received general approval, 
Laferri&re, i. pp. 637-664 ; Berth6Iemy, p. 65 ; Duguit, Manvel, s. 
67, pp. 463, 464 ; Jeze, pp. 133-135. 

* “ Finalement la seule diff&ence entre le si/sfJme aduel et celui de la 
“ eonstilntion de Van VIII., desf qiVarant 1870 la povrsuite centre Its 
“ fondionnaires dtait sitbordminde d Vautorisation dii Gciisdl d’Aat, et 
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(2) De- 
cisions of 
Council of 
State 
become 
judgments. 


(3) Crea- 
tion of 
indepen- 
dent Con- 
flict-Court. 


Under the law of 24th May 1872/ the decisions of 
the Council of State concerning cases of administrative 
law received for the firet time the obligatory force 
of judgments. They had hitherto been in theory, 
and from some points of view even in practice, as 
already pointed out," nothing but advice given to 
the head of the State. 

The same law^ which enhanced the authority of 
the Couueirs decisions diminished its jurisdiction. 
The Council. had, since 1800, decided whether a given 
case, or a point that might arise in a given ease, fell 
within the jurisdiction of the judicial Courts or of 
the administrative Courts, i.e. in substance of the 
Council itself. This authority or power was, in 1872, 
transferred to a separate and newly eonstituted 
Conflict-Court.^ 

This Conflict-Court has been carefully constituted 
BO as to represent equally the authority of the Court 
of Cassation — the highest judicial Court in France — 
and the authority of the Council of State — the 
highest administrative Court in France. It consists 
of nine members : — three members of the Court of 
Cassation elected by their colleagues ; three members 
of the Council of State, also elected by their col- 
leagues ; two other persons elected by the above six 
judges of the Coiiflict-Court. All these eight members 
of the Court hold office for three years. They are 
re-eligible, and are almost invariably re-elected. 

“ qn'aujourd’hd elk eet suhordonnee a fautorisation dw tribunal del 
“ conJlUs.’’ — Duguit, Manuel, p. 464. 

1 Sect. 9. - Sec p. 344, anie. 

® of 24tli May 1872, Tit. iv. art. 25-28. 

* Such a separate Conflict-Court liad been created under the 
Second Republic, 1848-1851. It fell to the ground on the fall of 
the Republic itself in consequence of the coup iV(af of 1851. 
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The Minibtei' of Justice {garde des sceaux) for the Chapter 

time being, who is a member of the Sliuistry, is ex 

officio President of the Court. He rarely attends. 

The Court elects from its own members a Vice- 
President who generally presides.^ The Conflict- 
Court comes near to an absolutely judicial body ; it 
commands, according to the best authorities, general 
confidence. But its connection Avith the Government 
of the day through the ]\Iinistcr of Justice (who is 
not necessarily a laAV)^cr) being its President, and the 
absence on the part of its mcmbei's of that permanent 
tenure of office,^ AAdiich is the best security for perfect 
judicial independence, are defects, Avhich, in the 
opinion of the fairest among French jurists, ought to 
be removed,^ and which, as long as they exist, detract 
from the judicial character of the Conflict-Court. An 
Englishman, indeed, can hardly fail to surmise that 
the Court must still remain a partly official body 
Avhich may occasionally be swayed l)y the policy of 
a TMinistry, and still more often be influenced by 
official or governmental ideas. Nor is this suspicion 
diminished by the knowledge that a jMinister of 
Justice has Avithin the year 1908 defended his 
position as President of the Court on tlie ground that 
it ought to contain some one who represents the 
interests of the government.* 

These three thorough-going reforms AA^ere carried Thera- 

foriiis the 

, . result of 

^ See Appendix, Note XL, Constitntion. of Tribunal des Conjlits; 
Berthdlemy (5th ed.), pp. 880, 881 ; Chardon, p. 412. 

^ A memher of the Council of State does not hold his position as tratif. 
Councillor for life. He may he removed from the Council by the 
government. But no Councillor has been removed since 1875. 

® Laferrihre, i. p. 24 ; CharOon, p. 4, note 2 ; Jeze, pp. 133, 134. 

* See Jeze, Eemse de Droit public, etc. (1908), vol. xxv. p. 257. 
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PanIL out Uy legislative action. They obviously met the 
requirements of the time.^ They were rapid; they 
appeai'ed to l»e sudden. This appearance is delusive. 
They wei’e in reality the outcome of a slow but con- 
tinuous revolution in French public opinion and also 
of the per&everance with which the legists of the 
Council of State, under the guidance of French juris- 
prudence and logic, developed out of the arbitrariness 
of administrative practice a fixed system of true 
administrative law. To understand this evolution of 
droit adniiaistratif during the hip^sc of more than a 
century (1800-1908) we must cast a glance over the 
w'hole development of this branch of French law and 
regard it in the light in which it presents itself, jiot 
so much to an historian of France as to a lawyer who 
looks upon the growth of French public law from an 
historical point of view. "We shall then see that the 
years under consideration ftill into three periods or 
divisions." They are ; — 

(i.) The period of unnoticed growth, lSOO-18 
{Periode d'elahoration secrete). During these j'ears 
the Council, by means of judicial precedents, created 
a body of maxims, in accordance with which the 
Council in fact acted when deciding administrative 
disputes. 

(ii.) The period of publication. 1818-60 {Pe'riode 

1 The? Tiere either Ucitlj sanctioned ^denee law of 19th September 
1870) OP enacted (law of 24th May 1872) even before the formal 
establishment of the Bepnblic (1875) by a National Assembly of 
which the majority were so far from being rerolntionists, or even 
reformers, that they desired the restoration of the monarchy. 

- See Haurion, pp. 245-268. These periods do not predsdy corre- 
spond with the three etas marked by political changes in the annals 
of France under which we have slieaCy considered (see pi 330, atde) 
t'le history of droit adminutratif. 
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d& divulgation). During these forty-two 5 'ears various Chapter 

reforms were carried out, partly by legislation, but, to L 

a far greater extent, by judge-made law. The judicial 
became more or less separated off from the administra- 
tive functions of the Council, Litigious business {le 
contentievx administratif) was in practice assigned 
to and decided by a special committee [section), and, 
wliat is of equal consequence, such business was 
decided by a body which acted after the manner of 
a Court which was addressed by advocates, heard 
arguments, and after public debate delivered judicial 
decisions. These decisions were reported, became the 
object of much public interest, and were, after a 
manner with which English lawyers are well ac- 
quainted, moulded into a system of law. The 
judgments, in short, of the Council acquired the 
force of precedent. The political revolutions of 
France, which have excited^ far too much notice, 
whilst the uninterrupted growth of French institu- 
tions has received too little attention, sometimes 
retarded or threw back, but never arrested the con- 
tinuous evolution of droit administratif ; even under 
the Second Empire this branch of French jurisprudence 
became less and less arbitrary and developed more 
and more into a system of fixed and subtle legal rules. 

(iii.) The period of organisation, 1860-1908 
[Periode d’ organisation). During the last forty- 
eight years, marked as they have been in France by 
the change from the Empire to a Republic, by the 
German invasion, and by civil war, the development 
of droit administratif has exhibited a singular and 
tranquil regularity. Sjidden innovations have been 
rare and have produced little effect. The reforms 
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partn. introduced by tlie decree law of lOtli September 
18T0, and by the law of 24th May 1872, are, taken 
together, considerable ; but they in reality give effect 
to ideas which had since 1800 more or less guided the 
judicial legislation and practice both of the Council 
of State and of the Court of Cassation. If the legal 
history of France since 1800 be looked at as a 
whole, an Englishman may reasonably conclude 
that the arbitrary authority of the executive as it 
existed in the time of Napoleon, and even as it was 
exercised under the reign of Louis Philippe or of 
Louis Napoleon, has gradually, as far as the jurisdic- 
tion of the administralive Courts is concerned, been 
immensely curtailed, if not absolutely brought to an 
end. Droit whniaistratif though administered by 
bodies which arc perhaps not in strictness Courts, and 
though containing provisions not reconcilable with the 
modern English conception of the rule of law, comes 
very near to law, and is utterly different from the 
capricious prerogatives of despotic power. 

<B).coin. A comparison between the adnuni.strative law of 
ptween pi’aHoe aud our EnsflLli rule of law, if taken from the 
fraw/'ind right point of view, .suggests some interesting points 
law.”' of likeness, no less than of unlikeue&.s. 

I. LikPiic,^. It will be ob'icrvcd that it is “ modern ’’ English 
pt Point ]iotions which we have contrasted with the ideas 

J>lOlf Off 

of administrative law prevalent in France and other 
opiioscfi continental states. The reason why the opposition 
to^Eiigiish jg drawn in this form deserves notice. 

um!th' period which historically is not very remote 

dsi'Kii tPg ideas as to the position of the Crown 

(.niituiie,. which were current, if not pTedominant in England, 
bore a very close analogy to the doctrines which have 
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given rise to the droit administratif of J^’rance.' 
Similar beliefs moreover necessarily prodncccl similar 
results, and there was a time Avhen it must have 
seemed possible that what we now call adminis- 
trative law should become a permanent part of 
English institutions. For from the accession of the 
Tudors till the final expulsion of the Stuarts the 
Crown and its servants maintained and put into 
practice, with more or less success and with varying 
degrees of popular approval, Auews of government 
essentially similar to the theories which under 
different forms have been accepted by the French 
people. The personal failings of the Stuarts and the 
confusion caused by the combination of a religious 
with a political movement have tended to mask the 
true character of the legal and constitutional issues 
raised by the political contests of the seventeenth 
century. A lawyer, who regards the matter from an 
exclusively legal point of view, is tempted to assert 
that the real subject in dispute between statesmen 
such as Bacon and Wentworth on the one hand, 
and Coke or Eliot on the other, was whether a strong 
administration of the continental type should, or 
should not, be permanently established in England. 
Bacon and men like him no doubt underrated the 
risk that an increase in the power of the Crown 
should lead to the establishment of despotism. 
But advocates of the prerogative did not (it may be 
supposed) intend to sacrifice the liberties or invade 
the ordinary private rights of citizens; they were 

^ This is illustrated by the similarity between the views at one 
time prevailing both in England and on the continent as to the 
relation between the government and the press. See pp. 25S-2S9, 
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Partn. struck with the evils flowing from the conservative 
legalism of Coke, and with the necessity for enabling 
the Crown as head of the nation to cope with the 
selfishness of powerful individuals and classes. They 
wished, in short, to give the government the sort of 
rights conferred on a foreign executive by the prin- 
ciples of administrative law. Hence for each feature 
of French droit administratif one may find some 
curious analogy either in the claims put forward or 
,in the institutions favoured by the Crown lawyers of 
^he seventeenth century. 

The doctrine, propounded under various metaphors 
by Bacon, that the prerogative was something beyond 
and above the ordinary law is like the foreign doc- 
trine that in matters of high policy {acte de 
fjouvernemeiit) the administration has a discre- 
tionary authority which cannot be controlled by 
any Court. The celebrated dictum that the judges, 
though they be “lions,” yet should be “lions under 
“ the throne, being circumspect tluit they do not 
“ check or oppose auy points of sovereignty,” ^ is a 
curious anticipation of the maxim formulated by 
French revolutionary statesmanship that the judges 
are under no circumstances to disturb the action of 
the administration, and would, if logically w'orked 
out, have led to the exemption of every administra- 
tive act, or, to use English terms, of every act alleged 
to be done in virtue of the prerogative, from judicial 
cognisance. The constantly increasing power of the 
Star Chamber and of the Council gave practical 
expression to prevalent theories as to the Royal 
prerogative, and it is hardly fanciful to compare 

^ (Jai’diiier, History of Enijland, iii. p. 2. 
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these Courts, which were in reality portions of the 
executive government, with the Conseil d’etat and 
other Tribunaux administratlfs of France. Nor is a 
parallel wanting to the celebrated Article 75 of the 
Constitution of the Year VIII.' This parallel is to 
be found in Bacon’s attempt to prevent the judges by 
means of the writi)e non procedendo Rege inconsulto 
from proceeding with any case in which the interests 
of the Crown were concerned. “ The working of this 
“ writ,” observes Mr. Gardiner, “ if Bacon had 
“ obtained his object, would have been, to some 
" extent, analogous to that provision which has been 
“ found in so many French constitutions, according 
“ to which no agent of the Government can be sum- 
“ moned before a tribunal, for acts done in the exercise 
” of his office, without a preliminary authorisation by 
“ the Council of State. The effect of the English writ 
“ being confined to cases where the King was him- 
“ self supposed to be injured, would have been of less 
“ universal application, but the principle on which it 
“ rested would have been equally bad.” ^ The prin- 
ciple moreover admitted of unlimited extension, and 
this, we may add, was perceived by Bacon. “The 
“ writ,” he writes to the King, “ is a mean provided 
“by the ancient law of England to bring any case 
“ that may concern your Majesty in profit or poiver 
“from tJie ordinary Benches, to he tried and judged 
“ before the Chancellor of England, by the ordinary 
“ and legal part of this power. And your Majesty 
“ knoweth your Chancellor is ever a pnncipal 
“ counsellor and instrument of monarchy, of im- 

^ See* p. 343, ante. 

® Gardiner, History of Englaiul, iii. p. 7, note 2. 
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Partn. ‘‘mediate dependence on the Icing; and therefore 
“ like to he a safe and tended' guardian of the 
“ regal rights.” ' Bacon’s innovation would, if 
successful, have fonnally established the funda- 
mental dogma of administrative law, that ad- 
ministrative questions must be determined by 
administrative bodies. 

The analogy between the administrative ideas 
which still prevail on the Continent" and tlie con- 
ception of the prerogative which was maintained by 
the English crown in the seventeenth century has 
considerable speculative interest. That the adminis- 
trative ideas supposed by many French writers to 
have been originated by the statesmanship of the 
great Eevolution or of the first Empire are to a great 
extent developments of the traditions and habits of^ 
the French monarchy is past a doubt, and it is a 
curious inquiry how far the efforts made by the 
Tudors or Stuarts to establish a strong government 
were influenced by foreigir examples. This, however, 
is a proljlem for historians. A lawyer may content 
I himself with noting that French history throws light 
‘ on the causes both of the partial success and of the 
ultimate hiilure of the attempt to establish in Eng- 
land a strong administrative system. The endeavour 
had a partial .success, because circumstances, similar 
to those which made French monarchs ultimately 
despotic, tended in England during the sixteenth 
and part of the seventeenth century to augment the 
autliority of the Crown. The attempt ended in 

^ Abbot, Frmicii Bacm, p. 234. 

^ It ia worth noting that tho system of “administrative law," 
though more fully jndkialised in France than elsewhere, exists in one 
form or another in most of the Continent'll .‘?t"t« 
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failixre, partly because of the personal deficiencies Chapter 
of the Stuarts, but chiefly because the whole 
scheme of administrative law was opposed to those 
habits of equality before the law which had long 
been essential characteristics of English institutions. 

Droit administratif is in its contents utterly un- 2nd Point 
like any branch of modern English law, but in the 
method of its formation it resembles English law 

^ o caw-Iaw. 

far more closely than does the codified civil law of 
France. For droit administratif like the greater 
part of English law, “case-law,” or “judge-made 
law. ” 1 The precepts thereof arc not to be found in any 
code ; they are based upon precedent : French lawyers 
cling to the belief that droit administratif cannot be 
codified, just as English and American lawyers main- 
tain, for some reason or other which they arc never 
able to make very clear, that English law, and especi- 
ally the common law, does not admit of codification. 

The true meaning of a creed w'hich seems to be 
illogical because its apologists cannot, or will not, 
give the true grounds for their fiiith, is that the 
devotees of droit administratif m France, in common 
with the devotees of the common law^ in England, 
know that the system which they each admire is 
the product of judicial legislation, and dread that 
codification might limit, as it probably would, 
the essentially legislative authority of the trihunaux 
administrates in France, or of the judges in England. 

The prominence further given throughout every 
treatise on droit administratif to the contentieux 

I See Dicey, Law and Opinion in England, Lcct XT. p. .369, and 
Appendix, Note IV. p. 48 1 . It jnay be Buspccted that English lawyers 
underrate the influence at the present day exerted by precedent {Juris- 
vrvdence) in French Courts, 
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Part II. (ulministratif recalls tlie importauce in English law- 
books given to matters of procedure. The cause is 
in each case the same, namely, that French jurists 
and English lawyers are each dealing with a system 
of law based on precedent. 

Nor is it irrelevant to remark that the droit 
administratif of France, just because it is case-law 
based on jji’cceclents created or sanctioned by 
tribunals, has, like the law of England, been pro- 
foundly influenced by the writers of text-books and 
commentaries. There are various branches of English 
law which have been reduced to a few logical prin- 
ciples by the books of well-known writers. Stephen 
transformed pleading from a set of rules derived 
mainly from the experience of jiractitioners into a 
coherent logical system. Private international law, 
as understood in England at the present day, has 
been developed under the influence first of Story’s 
Commentaries on the Conflict of Laws, and ne.xt, at 
a later date, of hir. AYestlake’s Private International 
Law. And the authority exercised in every field of 
Engli.sh law by these and other emitieiit writers has 
in France been exerted, in the field of administrative 
law, by authors or teachers such as Cormcnin, 
l\Iacarel, Vivien, Lafcrriere, and liauriou. This is no 
accident. Wherever Courts have power to form the 
law, there writers of text-books will also have in- 
fluence, Eeinark too that, from the very nature of 
judge-made law. Reports have iu the sphere of droit 
administratif an importance equal to the importance 
which they possess in every branch of English law, 
e.xcept in the rare instances in which a portion of our 
law has underffone codific''tion. 
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But in the comparisoD. between French droit Chapter 
odministratif fmd the law of England a critic ought 
not to stop at the points of likeness arising from 
their each of them being the creation of judicial otdrou 
decisions. There exists a further and very curious trau/, 
analogy between the process of their hist orical 
development. The Conseil d’l^tat has been converted 
from an executive into a judicial or quasi-judicial body 
by the gradual separation of its judicial from its 
executive functions through the transference of the 
former to committees [sections), which have assumed 
more and more distinctly the duties of Courts. These 
“judicial committees” (to use an English expression) 
at first only advised the Conseil d’Mat or the whole 
executive body, though it was soon understood that the 
Council would, as a general rule, follow or ratify the 
decision of its judicial committees. This recalls to a 
student of English law the fact that the growth of our 
whole judicial system may historically be treated as the 
transference to parts of the King’s Council of judicial 
powers originally exercised by the King in Council ; 
and it is reasonable to suppose that the rather ill- 
defined relations between the Conseil d’^Jtat as a 
whole, and the Comite du contmtiem^ may explain 
to a student the exertion, during the earlier periods 
of English history, by the King’s Council, of hardly 
distinguishable judicial and executive powers; it 
explains also how, by a natural process Avhich may 
have excited very little observation, the judicial 
functions of the Council became separated from its 
executive powers, and how this differentiation of 
functions gave birth at last to Courts whose connection 
^ See Lafemcre, i. p. 236. 



372 


THE RULE OF LA IV 


Partn. -with the political executive u'as merely historical. 
Tliis process, moreover, of differentiation assisted at 
times, in France no less than in England, by legisla- 
tion, has of quite recent years changed the Conseil 
d'etat into a real tribunal of droit administraiif, as 
it created in England the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council for the regular and judicial decision of 
appeals from the colonies to the Crown in Council. 
Nor, though the point is a minor one, is it irrelevant 
to note that, as the so-called judgments of the Con- 
seil d’Etat were, tiU 1872, not strictly “judgments,” 
but in reality advice on questions of droit adminis- 
tratif given by the Conseil diktat to the head of the 
Executive, and advice which he was not absolutely 
bouud to follow, so the “judgments” of the Privy 
Council, even when acting through its judicial com- 
mittee, though in reality judgments, are in form 
merely humble advice tendered by the Privy Council 
to the Crown. Tlii.s form, which is now a mere 
survival, carries us back to an earlier period of English 
constitutional history, when the interference by the 
Council, i.e. by the executive, with judicial functions, 
was a real menace to that supremacy of the law 
which has been the guarantee of English freedom, 
and this era in the history of England again is 
curiously illustrated by the annals of droit adminis- 
tratif after the restoration of the Bourbons, 1815-30. 

At that date the members of the Conseil dOBtat, 
as we have seen,' held, as they still hold, office at the 
pleasure of the Executive ; they were to a great extent 
a political body ; there existed further no Conflict- 
Court; or rather the Conseil d’Btat was itself the 

^ See p. 344, ante. 
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Conflict -Court, or tlie body which determined the Chapter 
reciprocal jurisdiction of the ordinary law Courts and 
of the administrative Courts, i.e. speaking broadly, 
the extent of the Council’s own jurisdiction. The 
result was that the Consetl cV^tcit used its powers to 
withdraw cases from the decision of the law Courts, 
and this at a time when government functionaries 
W'ere fully protected by Article 75 of the Constitution 
of the Year VIII. from being made responsible before 
the Courts for official acts done in excess of their 
legal powers. Nevertheless, the Consetl d’etat, just 
because it was to a great extent influenced by legal 
ideas, resisted, and with success, exertions of arbitrary 
power inspired by tlie spirit of Eoyalist reaction. It 
upheld the sales of the national domain made between 
1789 and 1814; it withstood every attempt to in- 
validate decisions given by administrative authorities 
during the period of the Eevolution or under the 
Empire. Tlic King, owing, it may be assumed, to 
the judicial independence displayed by the Conseil 
d’Mat, took steps which were intended to transfer 
the decision of administrative disputes from the 
Council* or its committees, acting as Courts, to 
Councillors, acting as part of the executive. Ordi- 
nances of 1814 and of 1817 empowered the King 
to withdraw any administrative dispute which was 
connected with principles of public interest {toutes les 
affaires du contentieux de radministratmi qui se 
lieraient d des vues d’interM gmeral) from the juris- 
diction of the Conseil d’fftat and bring it before the 
Council of Ministers or, as it was called, the Conseil 
d’en Imut, and the general effect of this power and of 
other arrangements, which we need not follow out 
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Part n. detail, was that questions of droit administratif, 
in the decision of which the government were in- 
terested, were ultimately decided, not even by a quasi- 
judicial body, but by the 'King and his Ministers, 
acting avowedly under the bias of political considera- 
tions.^ In 1828 France insisted upon and obtained 
from Charles X. changes in procedure which dimin- 
ished the arbitrary power of the Council.® But no 
one can wonder that Frenchmen feared the increase of 
arbitrary power, or that French liberals demanded, 
after the Bevolutiou of 1830, the abolition of adminis- 
trative law and of administrative Courts. They felt 
towards the jurisdiction of the Conseil d’JStat the 
dread entertained by Englishmen of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries with regard to the jurisdiction 
of the Privy Council, wlicther exercised by the Privy 
Council itself, by the Star Chamber, or even by the 
Court of Chancery. In each country there existed 
an appreciable danger lest the rule of the prerogative 
should supersede the supremacy of the law. 

The comparison is in many ways instructive ; it 
impresses upon us hoAv nearly it came to pass that 
something very like administrative law at one time 
grew up in England. It ought, too, to make us per- 
ceive that such law, if it be administered in a judicial 
spirit, has in itself some adAuintages. It shows us 
also the inherent danger of its not becoming in strict- 
ness law at all, but remaining, from its close connection 
with the executive, a form of arbitrary power above 
or even opposed to the regular law of the land. It is 

^ See Lafemere, i. pp. 226-234, and Cormenin, Du, Conseil d'£t(U 
envisage comme cmiseil et comme jnridwtion (1818). 

- Ordinance of l«t June 1828, Laferriere, i. p. 232. 
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certain tliat in the sixteeutli and seventeenth centuries Chapter 
the jurisdiction of the Privy Council and even of the 
Star Chamber, odious as its name has remained, 
did confer some benefits on the public. It should 
always be remembered that the patriots who- re- 
sisted the tyranny of the Stuarts were fanatics for 
the common law, and could they have seen their way 
to do so would have abolished the Court of Chancery 
no less than the Star Chamber. The Chancellor, 
after all, was a .servant of the Crown holding his 
office at the pleasure of the King, and certainly 
capable, under the plea that he was promoting justice 
or equity, of destroying the certainty no less than 
the formalisin of the common law. Tbe parallel 
therefore between the position of tbe English 
puritans, or Avhigs, who, during the seventeenth 
century, opposed the arbitraiy authority of the 
Council, and the position of the French liberals 
who, under the Eestoration (1815-30), resisted the 
arbitrary authority of the Coiiseil d’£tat and the 
extension of droit administratif, is a close one. In 
each case, it may be added, the friends of freedom 
triumphed. 

The result, however, of this triumph “ivas, it will 
be said, as regards the matter we are considering, 
markedly difi’erent. Parliament destroyed, and de- 
stroyed for ever, the arbitrary authority of the Star- 
Chamber and of the Council, and did not suffer any •• 
system of administrative Coui-ts or of administrative 
law to be revived or developed in England. The 
French liberals, on the expulsion of the Bourbons, 
neither destroyed the tribunaux administratifs npr 
mjade a clean sweep of droit administratif 
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Part 11. Tlie difference is remiirkable, )eL any sLiideiit who 
looks beyond names at things Avill find that even 
here an obvious difference conceals a curious element 
of fundamental resemblance. The Star Chamber was 
abolished ; the arlntraiy jurisdiction of the Council 
diisappeared, ljut the judicial authority of the Chan- 
cellor was touched neither by the Long Parliament 
nor by any of the Parliaments which met yearly 
after the Revolution of 1G88. The reasons for this 
difference are not hard to discover. The law ad- 
ministered by the Lord Chancellor, or, in otlier words, 
Equity, had in it originally an arbitrary or dis- 
cretionary element, but it in fact conferred real 
benefits upon the nation and was felt to be in many 
respects superior to the common law tidministered 
by the common-law Judges. Even before IGGO acute 
observers might note that E<puty was growing into 
a system of fi.xed hnv. Etjuitj', which originally 
meant the discretionary, not to say arbitrary inter- 
ference of the Chancellor, for the avowed and often 
real purpose of securing substantial justice lietween 
the parties in a given cjise, might, no doubt, have 
been so developed as to shelter and extend the 
despotic prerogative of the Crown. But this was 
not the course of development which Equity actually 
followed ; at any rate from the time of Lord 
Nottingham (1673) it was obvious that Equity was 
developing into a judicial system for the application 
of principles which, though different from those of 
•the common law, were not less fixed. The danger 
of Equity turning into the servant of despotism had 
passed away, and English statesmen, many of them 
lawyers, were little likely to destroy a body of law 
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which, if in one sense an anomaly, was productive of 
beneficial reforms. The treatment of droit adminis- 
tratifnx the nineteenth century by Frenchmen bears 
a marked resemblance to the treatment of Equity in 
the seventeenth centuiy by Englishmen. Droit 
adviinistratif has been the subject of much attack. 
]\lore than one publicist of high reputation has 
advocated its abolition, or has wished to transfer to 
the ordinary or civil Courts {tribuncmx judiciaires) 
the authority exercised by the administrative tri- 
bunals, but the assaults upon droit administratif 
have been repulsed, and the division between the 
spheres of the judicial and the spheres of the ad- 
ministrative tribunals has been maintained. Nor, 
again, is there much difficulty in seeing why this 
has happened. Droit administratif with all its 
peculiarities, and administrative tribunals with all 
their defects, have been suflfered to exist because 
the system as a whole is felt by Frenchmen to 
be beneficial. Its severest critics concede that it 
has some great practical merits, and is suited to 
the spirit of French institutions. Meanwhile droit 
administratif has developed under the influence 
rather of lawyers than of politicians; it has during 
the last half-century and more to a great extent 
divested itself of its arbitrary character, and is 
'passing into a system of more or less fixed law ad- 
• ministered by real tribunals ; administrative tribunals 
indeed still lack some of the qualities, such as com- 
plete independence of the Groveniment, which English- 
men and many Frenchmen also think ought to 
belong to all Courts, i)ut these tribunals are cer- 
tainly very far indeed from being mere departments 


Chapter 

xn. 



378 


THE RULE Of LAW 


Part H. 


4tli Point. 
RiL[)id 
growth of 
cabe-law. 


of the executive government. To any person versed 
in the judicial history of England, it would therefore 
appear to be possible, or even probable, that droit 
administratif may ultimately, under the guidance 
of lawyers, become, through a course of evolution, 
as completely a branch of the law of France (even 
if we use the word “ law ” in its very strictest sense) 
as Equity has for more than two centuries become 
an acknowledged branch of the law of England. 

The annals of droit administratif during the 
nineteenth century elucidate again a point in the 
earlier history of English law which excites some 
perplexity in the mind of a student, namely, the 
rapidity with which the mere existence and working 
of law Courts may create or extend a system of 
law. Any reader of the History of English Law 
by Pollock and Maitland may well be surprised at 
the rapidity with which the law of the King’s Court 
became the general or common law of the land. This 
legal revolution seems to have been the natural result 
of the vigorous exertion of judicial functions by a 
Court of great authority. Nor can we feel certain 
that the end attained was deliberately aimed at. It 
may, in the main, have been the almost undesigned 
effect of two causes ; the first is the disposition 
always exhibited by capable judges to refer the 
decision of particular cases to general principles, 
and to be guided by precedent; the second is the 
tendenc}'' of inferior tribunals to follow the lead given 
by any Court of great power and high dignity. 
Here, in short, we have one of the thousand illus- 
trations of the principle developed in M. Tarde’s 
Lois de limitation, that the innate imitativeness of 
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majakincl exjjlaius the spread, first, tlirougliout one 
country, and, lastly, throughout the civilised world, 
of any institution or habit on which success or any 
other circumstance has conferred prestige. It may 
still, however, be urged that the creation under 
judicial influence of a system of law is an achieve- 
ment which requires for its performance a consider- 
able length of time, and that the influence of the 
Kino’s Court in England in moulding the whole law 
of the country worked with incredible rapidity. It 
is certainly true that from the Norman Conquest to 
the accession of Edward I. (1066-1272) is a period 
of not much over two centmies, and that by 1272 
the foundations of English law were firmly laid; 
whilst if we date the organisation of our judicial 
system from the accession of Henry II. (1154), we 
might say that a great legal revolution was carried 
through in not much more than a century. It is at 
this point that the history of droit administratif 
helps the student of comparative law. 

One need not, however, be greatly astonished at 
rapidity in the development of legal principles and of 
legal procedure at a period when the moral influence 
or the imaginative impressiveness of powerful tribunals 
was much greater than during the later stages of human 
progress. In any case it is certain — and the fact is a 
most instructive one — that under the conditions of 
modern civilisation a whole body of legal rules and 
maxims, and a whole system of quasi-judicial jdto- 
cedure, have, in France grown up within not much 
'more than a century. The expression, “grown up” 
is here deliberately usee],; the development pf droit 
administratif between 1800 and 1908 resembles a 
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Partn. natural process. It is as true of this branch of 
French law as of the English constitution that it 
'•'has not been made but has grown.” 

II. Unlike- An intelligent student soon finds that droit 
1st Point, administratif contains rules as to the status, the 
and the duties of government officials, 
not to be ilo tliereforc thinks he can identify it with the 

ideiitilieil . , . , . , 

with any hiws, regulations, or customs winch in England 
ofEiigiauI determine the position of the servants of the Crown, 
or (leaving the army out of consideration) of the 
Civil Service. Such “official law” exists, though 
only to a limited extent, in England no less than 
in France, and it is of course possible to identify 
and compare this official law of the one country with 
the official law of the other. But further investiga- 
tion shows that official law thus understood, though 
it may form part of, is a very different thing from 
droit administratif. The law, by whatever name 
we term it, which regulates the prmlegcs or dis- 
abilities of civil servants is the law of a class, just 
as military law is the law of a class, namely, the 
army. But dfvit administratif is not the law of 
a class, but — a very difierent thing — a body of law 
which, under given circumstances, may afiect the 
rights of any French citizen, as for example, where 
an action is brought by A against X in the ordinary 
Courts {tribunaux judickiircs), and the rights of the 
parties are found to depend on an administrative act 
(cccte administratif), which must be interpreted by 
an administrative tribunal {tribunal administratif). 
In truth, droit administratif is not the law of the 
Civil Service, but is that part of French public law 
which affects every Frenchman in relation to the acts 
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of the public administration as the rej)resentative of Chapter 
the State. The relation indeed of droit administratif 
to the ordinary law of France may be best compared 
not with the relation of the law governing a particu- 
lar class {e.g. military law) to the general law of 
England, but with the relation of Equity to the 
common law of England. The point of likeness, 
slight though in other respects it be, is that droit 
administratif in France and Equity in England each 
constitute a body of law which differs from the 
ordinary law of tlie land, and under certain circum' 
stances modifies the ordinary civil rights of every 
citizen. 

When our student finds that droit administratif 
cannot be identified with the law of the Civil Service, 
he naturally enough imagines that it may be treated 
as the sum of all the laws which confer special powers 
and impose special duties upon the administration, 
or, in other words, ^vhich regulate the functions of 
the Government. Such laws, though they must 
exist in every country, have till recently been few 
in England, simply bccau.se in England the sphere of 
the State’s activity has, till within the last fifty or 
sixty years, been extremely limited. But even in 
England laws imposing special functions upon govern- 
ment officials have always existed, and the number 
thereof has of late vastly increased; to take one 
example among a score, the Factory legislation, which 
has grown up mainly during the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, has, with regard to the in.spection 
and regulation of manufactories and workshops, given 
to the Government and# its officials wide rights, and 
imposed upon them wide duties. If, then, droit 
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achninistratif meant nothing more than the sum of 
all the laws which determine the functions of civil 
servants, droit administratif might be identified in 
its general character with the governmental law of 
England, 'fhe idea that such an identification is 
possible is encouraged by the wide definitions of droit 
administratif to be gathered from French works of 
authority,^ and by the vagueness with which English 
writers occasionally u.se the term “ administrative 
law.” But here, again, the attempted identification 
breaks down. Droit administratif as it exists in 
France, is not the sum of the powers possessed or of 
the functions discharged by the administration ; it 
is rather the sum of the principles which govern the 
relation between French citizens, as individuals, and 
the administration as the representative of tlie State. 
Here we touch upon the fundamental difference be- 
tween English and French ideas. In England the 
powers of the Crown and its servants may from time 
to time bo increased as they may also be diminished. 
But these powers, whatever they are, must be exer- 
cised in accordance with the ordinary common law 
priuciplcs which govern the relation of one English- 
man to another. A factory inspector, for example, 
is possessed of peculiar powers conferred upon him by 
Act of Parliament ; but if in virtue of the orders of 
his superior officials he exceeds the authority given 
him by law, he becomes at once responsible for the 
wrong done, and cannot plead in his defence strict 
obedience to official orders, and, further, for the tort 

^ See Aucoc, Droit Administratif, i. s. 6 ; Haiirioii, Precis de Droit 
Administratif, 3rd ed,, 242, and 6ih ed., pj). 391, 392 ; Leferriere, 
i. pp. 1-8. 
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he has committed he becomes amenable to the ordiiiaiy 
Courts. Ill Franco, on the other hand, whilst the 
powers placed in the hands of the administration 
might be diminished, it is always assumed that the 
relation of individual citizens to the State is regu- 
lated by principles different from those which govern 
the relation of one French citizen to another. Droit 
administratif, in short, rests upon ideas absolutely 
foreign to English law : the one, as I have already 
explained,' is that the relation of individuals to the 
State is governed by principles esscntiall}' different 
from those rules of private law which govern the 
rights of private persons towards their neighbours ; 
the other is that questions as to the application of 
these principles do not lie within the jurisdiction of 
the ordinary Courts. This essential difference renders 
the identification of droit administratif with any 
branch of English law an impossibility. Hence in- 
quiries which rightly occupy French jurists, such, for 
example, as what is the proper definition of the con- 
tentieux administratif ; what is the precise difference 
between actes de gestion and actes de puissance 
puhlique, and generally, wdiat are the boundaries 
between the jurisdiction of the ordinary Courts 
(tribunaux judiciaires) and the jmisdiction of the 
administrative Courts {triburuiux administratifs) have 
under English law no meaning. 

Has droit administratif been of recent years 
introduced in any sense into the law of England ? 

This is an inquiry which has been raised by 
writers of eminence,® and which has caused some 

^ See p. 332, ante. ^ 

2 See Laferriere, i. pp, 97-106. To cite such enactments as tlie 
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Partn. perplexity. We may give thereto a decided and 
negative reply. , 

Tlie powers of the English Government have, dur- 
ing the last sixty years or so, been largely increased ; 
the State has undertaken many new functions, such, 
for example, as the regulation of labour under the 
Factory Acts, and the .supervision of public educa- 
tion under the Education Acts. Nor is the import- 
ance of tliis extension of tbe activity of the State 
lessened by the consideration that its powers arc in 
many cases exercised by local bodies, sucli, for ex- 
ample, as County Councils. But though the powers 
conferred on persons or bodies who directly or in- 
directly represent the State have been greatly increased 
in many directions, there has been no intentional 
introduction into the law of England of the essential 
principles of droit administratif Any official who 
exceeds the authority given him by the law incurs 
the common law responsibility for his wrongful act ; 
he is amenable to the authority of the ordinary 
Courts, and the ordinary Courts have themselves 

Public Authorities Protection Act 1893, which by the way does little 
more than generalise provisions, to be Ibiiiul in a lot of Acts extend- 
ing from 1601 to 1900, as an example of the existence of administra- 
tive law in England, seems to me little else than playing with words. 
The Act assumes that every person may legally do the act which by 
law he is ordered to Jo. It also gives a person who acts in pursu- 
ance of his legal duty, e.g. under an Act of Parliament, special privi- 
leges as to the time within which an action must he brought against 
him for any wrong committed by him in the course of carrying out 
his duty, hut it does not to the least extent provide that an order 
from a superior official shall protect, e.g. a policeman, for any wrong 
done by him. 

There are, indeed, one or two instances in which no legal remedy 
can be obtained except against the actual wrong-doer for damage in- 
flicted by the conduct of a servant of the Crown. These instances are 
practically unimportant. See Appendix, Note XIL, “Proceedings 
ai'aiust the Crown,” 
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jurisdiction to determine wliat is tlie extent of his Chapter 
legal power, and whether the orders under which he 
has acted were legal and valid. Hence the Courts 
do in effect limit and interfere with the action of the 
“ administration,” using that word in its widest sense. 

The London School Bfeard, for example, has claimed 
and exercised the right to tax the ratepayers for the 
support of a kind of education superior to the 
elementary teaching generally provided by School 
Boards ; the High Court of Justice has decided that 
such right does not exist. A year or two ago some 
officials, acting under the distinct orders of the Lords 
of the Admiralty, occupied some land alleged to 
belong to the Crown ; the title of the Crown being 
disputed, a court of law gave judgment against the 
officials as wrong-doers. In each of these cases nice 
and disputable points of law were raised, but no 
English lawyer, whatever his opinion of the judg- 
ments given by the Court, has ever doubted that 
the High Court had jurisdiction to determine what 
were the rights of the School Board or of the 
Crown. 

Droit administratif, therefore, has obtained no 
foothold in England, but, as has been pointed out by 
some foreign critics, recent legislation has oceasionally, 
and for particular purposes, given to officials some- 
thing like judicial authority. It is possible in such 
instances, which are rare, to see a slight approxima- 
tion to droit administratif, but the innovations, 
such as they are, have been suggested merely by 
considerations of practical convenience, and do not 
betray the least intentien on the part of English 
statesmen to modify the essential principles of 
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Part n. English law. There exists in England no true droit 
administratif. 

An English law5'cr, however, who has ascertained' 
that no branch of English law corresponds with the 
administrative law of foreign countries must be on 
his guard against falling into the error that the droit 
administratif oi modern France is not “ law” at all, 
in the sense in which that term is used in England, 
but is a mere name for maxims which guide the 
exeeutive in the exercise if not of arbitrary yet of 
discretionary power. That this notion is erroneous 
will, I hope, be now clear to all my readers. But for 
its existence there is some excuse and even a certain 
amount of justification. 

The French Government does in fact exercise, 
especially as regards foreigners, a wide discretionary 
authority which is not under the control of any 
Court whatever. For an act of State the Executive 
or its servants cannot be made amenable to the 
jurisdiction of any tribunal, whether judicial or 
administrative. Writers of high authority have 
differed^ indeed profoundly as to the definition of 
an act of State {acte de gouvomementy "Where on 
a question of French law ETench jurists disagree, an 
English lawyer can form no ojnnion; he may be 
allowed, however, to conjecture that fit times of dis- 
turbance a French Government cun exercise discre- 
tionary powers without the dread of interference on 
■the part of the ordinary Courts, and that administra- 
tive tribunals, when they can intervene, are likely to 

' See p. 342, ante. 

C()nii>are ]L.al'eiTiijre, ii. bk. iv.“ ch. ii. p. 32, and Huuriou, pp. 

282-287, with Jacquelin, pp. 438-447. 
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favour that interpretation of the term act of State 
which supports the authority of the Executive. 
However this may be, the possession by the French 
Executive of large prerogatives is apt, in the mind of 
an Englishman, to be confused with the character of 
the administrative law enforced by Courts composed, 
in part at any rate, of officials. 

The restrictions, again, placed by French law on 
the jurisdiction of the ordinary Courts {tribunaux 
judiciedres) whereby they are prevented from inter- 
feriu" with the action of the Executive and its 

O 

servants, seem to an Englishman accustomed to a 
system under which the Courts of law determine the 
limits of their own jurisdiction, to be much the same 
thing as the relegating of all matters in which the 
authority of the State is concerned to the discretion 
of the Executive. This notion is erroneous, but it 
has been fostered by a circumstance which may bo 
termed accidental. The nature and the very exist- 
ence of droit administratif has been first revealed to 
many Englishmen, as certainly to the present writer, 
through the writings of Alexis de Tocqueville, wdiose 
works have exerted, in the England of the nineteenth 
century, an iuflueuce equal to the authority exerted 
by the works of Montesquieu in the England of 
the eighteenth century. Now Tocqueville by his 
own admission knew little or nothing of the actual 
working of droit administratif in his own day.' He 
no doubt in his later years increased his knowledge, 
but to the end of his life he looked upon droit 
administratif, not as a practising lawyer but as the 
historian of the ancieK, regime, and even as an 

1 Tocqueville, vii., CExmes Computes, p. 66. 
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Paitn, historian he studied the subject from a very peculiar 
point of view, for the aim of L’Ancim Regime et la 
Revolutim is to establish the doctrine that the 
institutions of modern France are in many respects 
in spirit the same as the institutions of the ancient 
monarchy ; and Tocqueville, moved by the desire to 
maintain a theory of history which in his time 
sounded like a paradox, but, owing greatly to his 
labours, has now become a generally accepted truth, 
was inclined to exaggerate the similarity between 
the France of the Revolution, the Empire, or the 
Republic, and the France of the ancien regime. 
Nowhere is this tendency more obvious than in his 
treatment of droit adniinistratif Ke demonstrates 
that the ideas on which droit adniinistratif is based 
had been accepted by French lawyers and statesmen 
long before 1789 ; ho notes the arbitrariness of 
droit adniinistratif under the monarchy; he not 
only insists upon but deplores the connection under 
the ancien regime bet^veen the action of the Execu- 
tive and the administration of justice, and he 
certainly suggests that the droit administratif of 
the nineteenth century -was all but as closely con- 
nected with the exercise of arbitrary power as was 
the droit administratif of the seventeenth or the 
eighteenth century. 

He did not recognise the change in the character 
of droit administratif which was quietly taking 
place in his own day. He could not by any possi- 
bility anticipate the reforms which have occurred 
during the lapse of well-nigh half a century since his 
death. What wonder that English lawyers who first 
gained their knowledge of French institutions from 
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Tocqueville should fail to take full account of that Chaptw 

juclicialisation (Juridictionnalisation) of adminis- L 

trative law which is one of the most surprising 
and noteworthy phenomena in the legal history of 
France. 

It is not uninstruetive to compare the merits iii. Merita 
and defects, on the one hand, of our English demerits, 
rule of law, and, on the other, of French droit 
administratif 

Iftw— its 

Our rigid rule of law has immense and un- merits, 
deniable merits. ^Individual freedom is thereby 
more thoroughly protected in England against 
oppression by the government than in any other 
European country; the Habeas Corpus Acts' pro- 
tect the liberty no less of foreigners than of British 
subjects; martid law^ itself is reduced within the 
narrowest limits, and subjected to the supervision 
of the Courts ; an extension of judicial power which 
sets at nought the dogma of the separation of 
powers, happily combined with judicial indepen- 
dence, has begotten reverence for the bench of 
ji^es. They, rather than the government, repre- 
sent the august dignity of the State, or, in accordance 
with the terminology of English law, of the Crown. 

Trial by jury is open to much criticism ; a dis- 
tinguished French thinker may bo right in holding 
that the habit of submitting difficult problems of 
fact_to the decision of twelve men of_not more than 
'average education and intelligence will in the near 
.future be considered an absurdity as patent as ordeal 
by battle. Its success in England is wholly due to, and 
is the most extraordinary sign of, popular confidence 

^ See p. 212, ante. - See p. 280, ante. 
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PartH iu tlie judicial bench. A judge is the colleague and 
the readily accepted guide of the jurors. The House 
of Commons shows the feeling of the electors, and 
has lianded over to the High Court of Justice the 
trial of election petitions. When rare occasions 
arise, as at Sheffield in 1866 , which demand inquiries 
of an exceptional character which can hardly he 
effected by the regular procedure of the Courts, it 
is to selected members of the bench that the nation 
turns for aid. In the hitter disputes wdiich occur in 
the conflicts between capital and labour, employers 
and workmen alike will often submit their differences 
to the arbitration of men wdio have been judges of the 
High Court. Reverence, in short, for the supremacy of 
the law is seen in its very best aspect when we recog- 
nise it as being in England at once the cause and the 
effect of reverence for our judges. 

Dei-ecu. The blessings, however, conferred upon the nation 
by the rule of law are balanced by undeniable, though 
less obvious, evils. Courts cannot without con.sider- 
,able danger be turned into instruments of government. 
It is not the end for which they are created ; it is a 
purpose for which they are ill suited at any period 
or in any country wdiere history has not produced 
veneration for the law and for the law Courts.* 
Respect for law, moreover, easily degenerates into 
legalism which from its very rigidity may work con- 
siderable injury to the nation. Thus the refusal to 
looiTi^oh'au agent or servant of the State as standing, 

^ In limes of revolutionary passion trial by jury cannot secure 
resp-ct for justice. The worst iniquities committed by Jeffreys at 
the Bloody Assize would have been impossible had he not found 
willing accompliees in the jurors and freeholders of the western 
oonnt.if“’ 



DROh ADMimSiRAilF 


39 « 


from a legal ijoiut of view, in a different jDositioii from 
tlie servant of any other employer, or as placed under 
obligations or entitled to immunities different from 
those imposed upon or granted to an ordinary citizen, 
has certainly saved England from the development of 
the arbitrary prerogatives of the Crown, but it has 
also in more ways than one been injurious to the 
public service. 

The law, for instance, has assuredly been slow to 
recognise the fact that violations of duty by public 
officials may have an importance aud deserve a 
punishment far greater than the same conduct on 
the part of an agent of an ordinary employer. Some 
years ago a copyist in a public office betrayed to the 
newspapers a diplomatic document of the highest 
importance. Imagination can hardly picture a more 
flagrant breach of duty, but there then apparently 
existed no available means for punishing the culprit. 
If it could have been proved that he had taken from 
the office the paper on which the communication of 
state was written, he might conceivably have been 
put on trial for larceny.^ But a prisoner put on 
trial for a crime of which he was in fact morally 
innocent, because the gross moral offence of which he 
was really guilty was not a crime, might have counted 
on an acquittal. The Official Secrets Act, 1889,“ now, 
it is true, renders the particular offence, which could 
not be punished in 1878, a misdemeanour, but the 
Act, after the manner of English legislation, does not 
establish the general principle that an official bi-each 

* See Annual Register, 1878, Chronicle, p. 71. 

P Repealed and superseded the Official Secrets Act, 1911, 1 & 2 
Geo. 5, c. 28, described as “ An Act to re-enact the Official Secrets 
Act, 1889, with Aiiiendiiienta.” See especially sec. 2.1 
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Part II. of trust is a crime. It is therefore more than possible 
that derelictions of duty on the part of public servants 
which in some foreign countries would be severely 
punished may still in England expose the wrong-doer 
to no legal punishment. 

Nor is it at all wholly a benefit to the public that 
honajide obedience to the orders of superiors is not a 
defence available to a subordinate who, in the discharge 
of his functions as a government officer, has invaded 
the legal rights of the humblest individual, or that 
officials are, like everybody else, accountable for their 
conduct to an ordinary Court of law, and to a 
Court, be it noted, where the verdict is given by a 

jury. 

In this point of view few things are more instructive 
than an examination of the actions which have been 
brought against officers of the Board of Trade for 
detaining ships about to proceed to sea. Under the 
Merchant Shipping Acts since 187G the Board have 
been and are bound to detain any ship which from its 
unsafe and unseaworthy condition cannot proceed to 
sea without serious danger to human life.‘ Most 
persons would suppose that the officials of the Board, 
as long as they, hona Jide, and without malice or 
corrupt motive, endeavoured to carry out the pro- 
visions of the statute, would be safe from an action 
at the hands of a shipowner. This, however, is not 
so. The Board and its officers have more than once 
been sued with success.® They have never been 
accused of either malice or negligence, but the mere 
fact that the Board act in an administrative capacity 

1 Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 ( 5 ? & 58 Viet e. 60), s. 469. 

2 See Thomson v. Farrer, 9 Q.B.D. (C. A.), 372. 
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is not a protection to the Board, nor is mere obedience 
to the orders of the Board an answer to an action 
against its servants. Any deviation, moreover, from 
the exact terms of the Acts — the omission of the most 
unmeaning formality — may make every person, high 
and low, concerned in the detention of the ship, a 
wrong-doer. The question, on the answer to which 
the decision in each instance at bottom depends, is 
whether there was reasonable cause for detaining the 
vessel, and this inquiry is determined by jurymen who 
sympathise more keenly with the losses of a ship- 
owner, whose ship may have been unjustly detained, 
than with the zeal of an inspector anxious to perform 
his duty and to prevent loss of life. The result 
has (it is said) been to render the provisions of 
the Merchant Shipping Acts, with regard to the 
detention of unseaworthy ships, nugatory. Juries are 
often biassed against the Government. A technical 
question is referred for decision, from persons who 
know something about the subject, and are impartial, 
to persons who are both ignorant and prejudiced. 
The government, moreover, which has no concern but 
the public interest, is jrlaced in the false position of a 
litigant fighting for his own advantage. These things 
ought to be noticed, for they explain, if they do not 
justify, the tenacity with which statesmen, as partial 
as Tocqueville to English ideas of government, have 
clung to the conviction that administrative questions 
1 ought to be referred to administrative Courts. 

The merits of administrative law as represented by 
modern French dreit administmtif, that is, when 
seen at its very best, escape the attention, and do not 
receive the due appreciation of English constitution- 
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Partn. alists/ No jurist can fail to admire the skill with 
which the Council of State, the authority and the 
jurisdiction whereof as an administrative Court year 
by year receives extension, has worked out new 
remedies for various abuses which would appear to be 
hardly touched by the ordinary law of the land. The 
Council, for instance, has created and extended the 
power of almost any individual to attack, and cause 
to be annulled, any act done by any administrative 
• authority (using the term in a very wide sense) whicli 
is in excess of the legal power given to the person or 
body from whom the act emanates. Thus an order 
issued by a prefect or a bye-law made by a corporation 
which is in excess of the legal power of the prefect or 
of the corporate body may, on tlie application of a 
plaintiff who has any interest in the matter whatever, 
be absolutely set aside or annulled for the benefit not 
only of the plaintiff, but of all the world, and this 
even though he has not himself suffered, from the act 
complained of, any pecuniary loss or damage. The 
ingenious distinction' again, which has been more and 
more carefully elaborated by the Council of State, 

^ One, and not tlie least of tlicm, is that access to the Council of 
State .IS an administrative Court is l)oth ca«.y and inexpensive. 

^ French law draws an important distinction between an injury 
caused to a private individual by act of the administration or govern- 
jiient which is in excess of its powers (fittUe de semicf), though duly 
carried out, or at any rate, carried out without any gross fault on the 
jiart of a subordinate functionary, e.q, a policeman acting in pursuance 
of oilicial orders, and injury caused to a private individual by the 
negligent, or malicious manner (Jaute perumtnelle) in uliicli such mb- 
onlinate functionary carries out official orders which may be perfectly 
lawful. In the first case the policeman incurs no liability at all, and 
the party aggrieved must proceed in some form or other against the 
State in the administiative Courts {tribunaux admnistrattfs). In the 
second case the policeman is personalU liable, and the party aggrieved 
must proceed against him in the ordinary Courts (tribimavx jitdiciaires] 



DROIT ADMINISTRATlf 


395 


‘between damage resulting from the personal fault 
{jemte iKTSonnelk), cjj. spite, violence, or negligence 
of an official, e.g. a prefect or a mayor, in the carrying 
out of official orders, and the damage resulting, with- 
■out any fault on the part of the official, from the 
carrying out of official orders, illegal or wrongful in 
themselves {femte de scTvice), has of recent years 
'afforded a valuable remedy to jicrsons who have 
suffered from the misuse of official power, and has also, 
from one point of view, extended or secured the 
responsibility of officials — a responsibility enforceable 
in the ordinary Courts — for wrongful conduct, which 
is in strictness attributable to their personal action. 
And in no respect does this judge-made law of the 
Council appear to more advantage than in cases, 
mostly I conceive of comparatively recent date, in 
which individuals have obtained compelisation for 
governmental action, which might possibly be con- 
sidered of technical legality, but which involves in 
reality the illegitimate use of power conferred upon 
the government or some governmental body for one 
object, but in truth used for some end different from 
that contemplated by the law. One example explains 
my meaning. The State in 1872 had, as it still has, 
a monopoly of matches. To the government was 
given by law the power of acquiring existing match 
factories under some form of compulsory purchase. 

(see Hauriou, pp. 170, I7lj Laferiiere, i p. 662), and apparently 
cannot proceed against the State. 

French authorities differ as to what is the precise criterion by 
which to distinguish a faute per$onnelle from a faute de service, and 
show a tendency to hold that there is no faute personnelle on the part, 
e.g. of a policeman, when he has bona fide attempted to carry out his 
official duty. See Duguit, L’^t, pp. 638-640 ; [Dugnit, Traite de 
Droit GonstittUionnel, i. pp. 553-559.1 
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PaH rr. It occurred to some ingenious minister that the fewer 
factories there were left open for sale, the less would 
he the purchase-money which the State would need to 
pay, A prefect, the direct servant of the govern- 
ment, had power to close factories on sanitary grounds. 
Under the orders of the minister he closed a factory 
belonging to A, nominally on sanitary grounds, but in 
reality to lessen the number of match factories which 
the State, in the maintenance of its monopoly, would 
require to purchase. There was no personal fault 
on the part of the prefect. No action could with 
success be maintained against him in the judicial 
Courts,^ nor, we may add, in the administrative 
Courts,® however, attacked the act itself before 
the Council of State, and got the order of the prefect 
annulled,® and ultimately obtained, through the 
Council of State, damages from the State of over 
£2000 for the illegal closing of the factory, and this 
in addition to the purchase-money received from the 
State for taking possession of the factory.® 

Defects. No Englishman can wonder that the jurisdiction 
of the Council of State, as the greatest of adminis- 
trative Courts, grows apace ; the extension of its 
power removes, as did at one time the growth of 
Equity in England, real grievances, and meets the 
need of the ordinary citizen. Yet to an Englishman 
imbued with an unshakeable faith in the importance 
of maintaining the supremacy of the ordinary law 
of the land enforced by the ordinary Law Courts, the 
droit administrati^ of modern France is open to 
some grave criticism. 

1 DaUoz, 187S, i. 495. < a DaUoz, 1878, iii. 13. 

* Dalloz, 1880, iii. 41. 
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The high and increasing authority of the Council chapter 

of State must detract, he surmises, from the dignity 

and respect of the judicial Courts. “ The more there 
is of the more, the less there is of the less” is a 
Spanish proverb of profound wisdom and wide appli- 
cation. There was a time in the history of England 
when the judicial power of the Chancellor, bound up 
as it was with the prerogative of the Crown, might 
have overshadowed the Courts of Law, which have 
protected the hereditary liberties of England and the 
personal freedom of Englishmen. It is difficult not 
to supi)Osc that the extension of the Coimcil’s 
jurisdiction, beneficial as may be its direct effects, 
inayde])ress the authority of the judicial tribunals. 

More than one writer, who ought to represent the 
ideas of educated Frenchmen, makes the suggestion 
that if the members of the Council of State lack that 
absolute security of tenure which is univci-sally ac- 
knowledged to be the best guarantee of judicial 
independence, yet irremovable judges, wlio, though 
they may defy dismissal, are tormented by the 
constant longing for advancement,^ arc not more 
independent of the Government at whose hands they 
expect promotion than are members of the Council 
of State who, if legally removable, arc by force of 
custom hardly ever removed from their high position. 

Trial by jury, we are told, is a joke, and, as far as 
the interests of the public are concerned, a very bad 
joke.® Prosecutors and criminals alike prefer the 
Correctional Courts, where a jury is unknown, to the 
Courts of Assize, where a judge presides and a jury 
gives a verdict. ''The ptosecutor knows that in the 

1 See Chardoii, pp. 326-328. ^ lUd 
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Partn. CoiTectional Court proved guilt will lead to con- 
demnation. The ciiminal kuows that though in the 
inferior Court he may lose the chance of acquittal 
by good-natured or sentimental jurymen, he also 
avoids the possibility of uinlergoing severe punish- 
ment. Two facts are certiiin. In 1881 the judges 
were depiived of the right of charging the jury. 
Year Ijy year the number of causes tried in the Assize 
Courts decreases. Add to this that the procedure of 
the judicial Courts, vrhether civil, or criminal, is 
antiquated and cumbrous. The procedure in the 
great administrative Court is modelled on modern 
ideas, is simple, cheap, and effective. The Court of 
Cassation still commands respect. The other judicial 
Courts, one can hardly doubt, have sunk in popular 
estimation. Their members neither exercise the power 
nor enjoy the moral authority of the judges of the 
High Court. 

It is difficult, further, for an Englishman to believe 
that, at any rate where politics are concerned, the 
administrative Courts can fiom their very nature 
give that amount of protection to individual freedom 
which is secured to every English citizen, and 
indeed to every foreigner residing in England. 
However this may be, it is certain that the dis- 
tinction between ordinary law and administrative 
law (taken together with the doctrine of the separation 
of powers, at any rate as hitherto interpreted by French 
jurists), implies the general belief that the agents of 
the government need, when acting in hona fide dis- 
charge of their official duties, protection from the con- 
trol of the ordinary law Courts. That this is so is 
proved by more than one fact. The desire to protect 
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servants of the State has dictated the enactment of the 
Code Penal, Article 114. This desire kept alive for 
seventy years Article 75 of the Constitution of the 
Year VIII. It influenced even the men by whom that 
Article was repealed, for the repeal itself is expressed 
in words which imply the intention of providing some 
special protection for the agents of the government. 
It influenced the decisions which more or less nulli- 
fied the effect of the law of 19th December 1870, 
whicli w’iis at first supjroscd to make the judicial 
Courts the sole judges of the liability of civil servants 
to sufiFer punishment or make compensation for acts 
of dubious legality done in the performance of their 
official duties. Oddly enough, the success with which 
administrative Courts have extended the right of 
private persons to obtain damages from the State 
itself for illegal or injurious acts done by its servants, 
seems, as an English critic must think, to supply a 
new form of protection for the agents of the govern- 
■ ment when acting hi obedience to orders. There 
surely can be little inducement to take proceedings 
against a subordinate, whose guilt consists mcrclj' in 
carrying out a wrongful or illegal order, given him 
by his ofiicial superior, if the person damaged can 
obtain compensation from the government, or, in 
other words, from the State itself.^ But turn the 

1 Consider, too, tlie extended protection offeied to every servant of 
the State by the doctrine, suggested by at least one good authority, 
thiit he cannot be held personally responsible for any wrong (/ante) 
committed whilst he is acting in the spirit of his official duty. “ Si, 
“en effet, U fomdimnain a agi dans Fesprit de to fonction, c’esl-d-dire tn 
“poursuimnt effectivenient It bat qu'avait I’Etat en etablissant cette 
“fonction, il ne peal (ire responsc^le ni vis-d-vis de I’Mat, ni ris-d-ris des 
“ parlienlient, alors mime qu’il ait commis une faiitr.’’ — Duguit, L'Etut, 
p. 638. 
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Partn. matter wliicli way you will, the personal immunities 
of officials who take part, though without other fault 
of their onm, in any breach of the law, though con- 
sistent even with the motlern droit administratij' 
of France, are inconsistent with the ideas which 
underlie the common law of England. This essential 
opposition has been admirably expressed by a French 
jurist of eminence. 

“Under every legal system,” writes Hauriou, 
“ the right to proceed against a servant of the govern- 
“ ment for wrongs done to individuals in his official 
“capacity exists in some form or other; the right 
“ corresponds to the instinctive impulse felt liy every 
“ victim of a legal wrong to sock compensation from 
“the immediately visible wrong-doer. But on this 
“point the laws of different countries obey utterly 
“ different tendencies. There are countries [such, for 
“ example, as Eughuid or the United States] where 
“ every effort is made to shelter the liability of the 
“State behind the personal responsibility of its 
“servant. There are other countries where every 
“ effort is made to cover the responsibility of the 
“servant of the State behind the liability of the 
“ State itself, to protect him against, and to save 
“ him from, the painful consequences of faults com- 
“mitted in the service of the State. The laws of 
“ centralised countries, and notably the law of France, 
“are of this type. There you will find what is 
“called the protection of officials” (garantie des 
fonctionnaries)} 

1 “ Cfe principe eit admk par totUes les legislations, la poursuite du 
“fonclionnaire exists pariotU, d’autani qu’elle re'pond d un mouvement 
“ instinctif qui est, pour la vidime d^urt mejuil, de s’en prendre & Vauteur 
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“ imniMiatemmi vtsihle, ilais les leffiilalions oliHsseiit a deux tendances 
“hen opposc'es: il eii esi qiti s'ejfor^nt d'ahnter V Etat derriert lefanciion- 
“ nnire, il cn est d'autres, au coniraire, qui s’efforqtiit de faire cnuvrir le 
“ fonctionmnre par VKkit, de le pioteger, de le rawre'- centre les con- 
“ sequences /deheases de ses erreurs. Les legislations dee pays centralists 
“ ct notamment cells de la France sent de ce dernier type ; Uy a ee que 
“I’tm appelle wnc garantie dea fonctionnaires.” — Haurion, Prteis de 
Droit Administratif, Troisiime ddit, pp. 170, 171. 
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RELATION BETWEEN PARLIAMENTARY SOVEREIGNTY 
AND THE RULE OF LAW 

The sovereignty of Parliament and the supremacy of 
the law of the laud — the two principles which per- 
vade the whole of the English constitution — may 
appear to stand in opposition to each other, or to be 
at best only counteibalancing forces. But this ap- 
pearance is delusive ; the sovereignty of Parliament, 
as contrasted with other forms of sovereign power, 
favours the supremacy of the law, whilst the predomi- 
nance of rigid legality throughout our institutions 
evokes the exercise, and thus increases the authority, 
of Parliamentary sovereignty. 

The sovereignty of Parliament favours the suprem- 
acy of the law of the land. 

That this should be so arises in the main from two 
characteristics or peculiarities which distinguish the 
English Parliament from other sovereign powers. 

The Inst of these characteristics is that the com- 
mands of Parliament (consisting as it does of the 
Crown, the House of Lords, and the House of Com- 
mons) can be uttered only through the combined 
action of its three constituent parts, and must, there- 
fore always take the shape of formal and deliberate 
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legislation. The will of Parliament ^ can be expressed 
only through an Act of Parliament. 

This is no mere matter of form ; it has most 
important practical effects. It prevents those inroads 
upon the law of the land which a despotic monarch, 
such as Louis XIV., Hapoleon I., or Najtoleon III., 
might effect by ordinances or decrees, or which the 
different constituent assemblies of France, and above 
all the famous Convention, carried out by sudden 
resolutions. The principle that Parliament speaks 
only through an Act of Parliament greatly increases 
the authoi'ity of the judges. A Bill which has passed 
into a statute immediately becomes subject to judicial 
interpretation, and tlie English Bench have always 
refused, in principle at least, to interpret an Act of 
Parliament otherwise than by reference to the words 
of the enactment. An English judge will take no 
notice of the resolutions of either House, of anything 
which may have passed in debate {a matter of which 
officially he has no cognisance), or even of the changes 
which a Bill may have undergone between the moment 
of its first introduction to Parliament and of its 
receiving the Eoyal as.sent. All this, which seems 
natural enough to an Engli.sh lawyer, would greatly 
surprise many foreign legists, and no doubt often docs 
give a certain narrowness to the judicial construction 
of statutes. It contributes greatly, however, both (as 

' ^ A strong, if not the strongest, argument in f.ivour of the so- 

called “bi-cameral” system, is to be found in the considemtion Ibat 
the coexistence of two legislative clmrabcrs prevents the confusion of 
resolutions parsed bv cither House with laws, and thus cbechs the 
substitution of the arbitrary will of .an n.'sonihly for the supremacy of 
the ordinary law of the land. Whoever wishes to !\p]irccinte the force 
of this argument should weigh well the historv, not only of the Ifreueli 
, Convention hut also of the 'English Tjoiig Farliament 
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Part II. I have already pointed out) to the authority of the 
judges and to the fixity of the law.' 

The second of these characteristics is that the 
English Parliament as such has never, except at 
periods of revolution, exercised direct executive 
power or appointed the officials of the executive 
government, 

No doubt in modem times the House of Commons 
has in substance obtained the right to designate for 
appointment the Prime Minister and the other mem- 
bers of the Cabinet But this right is, historically 
speaking, of recent acquisition, and is exercised in a 
very roundabout manner ; its existence does not affect 
the truth of the assertion that the Houses of Parlia- 
ment do not directly appoint or dismiss the servants 
of the State; neither the House of Lords nor the 
House of Commons, nor both Houses combined, could 
even now issue a direct order to a military officer, a 
constable, or a tax-collector; the servants of the 
State are still in name what they once were in 
reality — “ servants of the Crown ” ; and, what is 
worth careful notice, the attitude of Parliament 
towards government officials was determined origin- 
ally, and is still regulated, by considerations and 
feelings belonging to a time when the “servants of 
the Crown ” Avere dependent upon the King, that is, 
upon a power Avhich naturally excited the jealousy 
and vigilance of Parliament. 

1 The principle that the sovereign legislature can express its com- 
mands only in the particular form of an Act of Parliament originates 
of course in historical causes ; it is due to the fact that an Act of 
Parliament was once in reality, what '.t still is in form, a law “enacted 
“ by the King by and with the advice and consent of the Lords and 
“ Commons in Parli.-nient •• embled.’’ 
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Hence several results all indirectly tending to Chapter 

support the supremacy of the law. Parliament, 1 

though sovereign, unlike a sovereign monarch who is 
not only a legislator but a ruler, that is, head of the 
executive government, has ncA-er hitherto been able 
to use the powers of the government as a means of 
interfering with the regular course of law ; ' and what 
is even more important, Parliament has looked with 
disfavour and jealousy on all exemptions of officials 
from the ordinary liabilities of citizens or from the 
jurisdiction of the oi’dinary Courts; Parliamentary 
sovereignty has been fatal to the growth of “ad- 
ministrative law.” The action, lastly, of Parliament 
has tended as naturally to protect the independence 
of the judges, as that of other sovereigns to protect 
the conduct of officials. It is worth notice that 
Parliamentary care for judicial independence has, 
in fact, stopped just at that point where on a priori 
grounds it might be expected to end. The judges 
are not in strictness irremovable; they can be re- 
moved from office on an address ol the two Houses ; 
they have been made by Parliament independent 
of every power in the State except the Houses of 
Parliament. 

The idea may suggest itself to a reader that the Tendency 
characteristics or peculiarities of the English Parlia- iuie'on^v 
ment on which I have just dwelt must now be “ouTd'in 
common to most of the representative assemblies 
which exist in continental Europe. The French 

^ “ BssenxbUcSc 

National Assembly, for example, bears a consider- 
able external resemblance to our own Parliament. 

1 Contrast with this the way in w'hioh, even towards the end of the 
eighteenth centuiy, French Kiiips interfered with the action of the Courts. 
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It is iufluencetl, liowever, by ti ilitferent spirit ; it is 
tlic Iieir, ill more ways than one, of the Ijoiirbon 
Monarchy and the Napoleonic Empire. It is appar- 
ently, though on this point a foreigner must speak 
with hesitation, inclined to interfere in the details of 
administration. It does not look with special fiivour 
on the independence or authority of the ordinary 
judges. It shows no disapprobation of the system of 
droit administratif which Frenchmen — very likely 
with truth — regard as an institution suited to their 
country, and it certainly leaves in the hands of the 
government wider executive and even legislative 
powers than the English Parliament has ever conceded 
either to the Crown or to its servants. "What is true 
of France is true under a different form of many other 
continental states, such, for example, as Switzerland 
or Prussia. The sovereignty of Parliament as de- 
veloped in England supports the supremacy of the law. 
Blit this is certainly not true of all the countries 
Avhich now enjoy representative or Parliamentary 
government. 

The supremacy of the law necessitates the exercise 
of Parliamentary sovereignty. 

The rigidity of the law constantly hampers (and 
sometimes with great injury to the public) the action 
of the executive, and from the hard-and-fast rules of 
strict law, as interpreted by the judges, the govern- 
ment can escape only by obtaining from Parliament 
the discretionary authority which is denied to the 
Crown by the law of the land. Note with care the 
way in which the necessity for discretionary powers 
brings about the recourse to exceptional legislation. 
Under the complex conditions of modern life no 
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government can in times of disorder, or of war, Chapter 
keep tke peace at liome, or perform its duties towards 
foreign powers, without occasional use of arljitrary 
authority. During periods, for instance, of social 
disturbance you need not only to punish conspirators, 
but also to arrest men who are reasonably suspected 
of conspiracy ; foreign revolutionists are knowm to be 
spreading sedition throughout the land ; order can 
hardly be maintained unless the executive can expel 
aliens. When two foreign nations are at war, or 
when civil contests divide a friendly country into two 
hostile camps, it is impossible for England to perform 
her duties as a neutral unless the Crown has legal 
authority to put a summary check to the attempts 
of English sympathisers to help one or other of the 
belligerents. Foreign nations, again, feel aggrieved if 
they are prevented from punishing theft and homicide, 

— if, in short, their whole criminal law is weakened 
because every scoundrel can ensure impunity for his 
crimes by an escape to England. But this result 
must incvitablv ensue if the English executive has 
no authority to surrender French or German offenders 
to the government of France or of Germany. The 
English executi\'c needs therefore the right to 
exercise discretionary powers, but the Courts must 
prevent, and will prevent at any rate where personal 
liberty is concerned, the exercise by the goverument 
of any sort of discretionary power. The Crown, 
cannot, except under statute, expel. from England 
any alien * whatever, even though he W'ere a murderer 
who, after slaughtering a whole family at Boulogne, 
had on the very clay crossed red-handed to Dover. 

' See, however, p, 220, note 2, mte. 
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Partn. The executive therefore must ask for, and always 
obtains, aid from Parliament. An Alien Act enables 
the Ministry in times of disturbance to expel any 
foreigner from the country ; a Foreign Enlistment Act 
makes it possible for the Ministry to check intervention 
in foreign contests or the supply of arms to foreign 
belligerents. Extradition Acts empower the govern- 
ment at the same time to j)i'event England from 
becoming a city of refuge for foreign criminals, and 
to co-operate with foreign states in that general re- 
pression of crime in which the whole civilised world 
has an interest. Nor have we yet exhausted the 
instances in which the rigidity of the law necessitates 
the intervention of Parliament. There are times of 
tumult or invasion when for the sake of legality itself 
the rules of law must be broken. The course which 
the government must then take is clear. The Ministry 
must Ijreak the law^ and trust for protection to an Act 
of Indemnity. A statute of this kind is (as already 
pointed out the last and .su[)reme exercise of Parlia- 
mentary sovereignty. It legalises illegality ; it affords 
the practical solution of the problem which perplexed 
the statesmansl)ip of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, how to combine the maintenance of law and 
the authority of tlie Houses of Parliament with the 
free exercise of that kind of discretionary power or 
prerogative which, under some shape or other, must at 
critical junctures be wielded by the executive govern- 
ment of every civilised country. 

This solution may be thought by some critics a 
merely formal one, or at best only a substitution pf 
the despotism of Parliament for the prerogative of the 

^ See pp. 47, 48, 228-233, ante. 
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Crown. But this idea is erroneous. The fact that Chapter 

the most arbitrary powers of the English executive L 

must always be exercised under Act of Parliament 
places the government, even when armed with the 
widest authority, under the supervision, so to speak, 
of the Courts. Powers, however extraordinary, which 
are conferred or sanctioned by statute, are never really 
unlimited, for they are confined by the words of the 
Act itself, and, what is more, by the interpretation 
put upon the statute by the judges. Parliament is 
supreme legislator, but from the moment Parliament 
has uttered its will as lawgiver, that will becomes 
subject to the interpretation put upon it by the 
judges of the land, and the judges, who are influenced 
by the feelings of magistrates no less than by the 
general spirit of the common law, are disposed to 
construe statutory exceptions to common law prin- 
ciples in a mode which would not commend itself 
either to a body of officials, or to the Houses of 
Parliament, if the Houses were called upon to in- 
•terpret their own enactments. In foreign countries, 
and especially in France, administrative ideas — 
notions derived from the traditions of a despotic 
monarchy — have restricted the authority and to a 
certain extent influenced the ideas of the judges. In 
England judicial notions have modified the action and 
influenced the ideas of the executive government. By 
every path we come round to the same conclusion, 
that Parliamentary sovereignty has favoured the rule 
of law, and that the supremacy of the law of the 
land both calls forth the exertion of Pm’liamentary 
sovereignty, and leads V) its being exercised in a 
spirit of legality. 
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THE CONNECTION BETW^IEN 
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CHAPTEE XIV 

NATUIIE OF CONVENTIONS OF CONSTITUTION 

In an earlier part of this work’ stress was laid upon chapter' 
the essential distinction between the “law of the 
constitution,” which, consisting (as it does) of rules Q““tioiis 

• ' ' O' ' - remaining 

'enforced or recognised by the Courts, makes up a to be 

® ^ ftnswered 

•body of “laws” in the proper sense of that term, 
and the “conventions of the constitution,” which 
consisting (as they do) of customs, practices, maxims, 
or precepts AAdiich are not enforced or recognised by 
t^e_Cpurts, make up a body not of laws, but of corn 
stitutional or political ethics ; and it was further urged 
'that the law, not the morality of the constitution, 
forms the proper subject of legal study.* In ac- 
cordance with this view, the reader’s attention has 
been hitherto exclusively directed to the meaning 
and applications of two principles which pervade the 
law of the constitution, namely, the Sovereignty of 
Parliament * and the Eule of Law.’ 

But a lawyer cannot master even the legal side 
of the English constitution without paying some 
attention to the nature of those constitutional under- 
standings which necessarily engross the attention of 

’ See pp. 22-30, ante, ® See pp. 29-31, ante, 

® See Part I. ■* See Part II. 

4I-? 



414 LAW AND CONVENTIONS OF CONSTITUTION 


Part m. 


Nature of 

cou-.tuu- 

tloiial 

umlcr- 

tiLatidiugs. 


Jiistoriaus or of statcsmeu. He ought to ascertain, at 
any rate, how, if at all, the law of the constitution 
is connected with the conventions of the constitu- 
tion and a lawyer who undertakes this task will soon 
find that in so doing he is only following one stage 
farther the patli on which wo have alroadv entered, and 
is on the road to discover the last and most striking 

O 

instance of that supremacy of the law which gives to 
the English polity the whole of its peculiar colour. 

My aim therefore throughout the remainder of 
this book is to define, or ascertain, the relation or 
connection between the legal and the conventional 
elements in the constitution, and to point out the way 
'in which a just appreciation of this connection throws 
light upon several subordinate questions or problems 
of constitutional law. 

This end will be attained if an answer is found 
to each of two questions ; What is the nature of the 
conventions or understandings of the constitution? 
What is the force or (in the language of jurisprudence) 
the “ sanction ” by which is enforced obedience to the 
conventions of the constitution ? These answers w'ill 
themselves throw light on the subordinate matters to 
which I have made reference. 

The salient characteristics, the outward aspects so to 
speak, of the understandings which make up the cousti- 
tutioual morality of modern England, can hardly be 
better described than in tlie words of Mr. Ereemau ; — 

“We now have a whole system of political 
“ morality, a whole code of precepts for the guidance of 
“ public men, which will not be found in any page 
“of cither the statute or the common law, but which 
“are in practice held hardly less sacred than any 
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“ principle embodied in the Great Charter or in the 
“Petition of Eight. In short, \^by the side of our 
“ written Law, there has grown up an unwritten or 
“conventional Constitution. jf When an Englishman 
“ speaks of the conduct of a public man being consti- 
“tutional or unconstitutional, he means something 
“wholly different from what he means by conduct 
“being legal or illegal. A famous vote of the House 
“ of Commons, passed on the motion of a great states- 
“ man, once declared that the then Ministers of the 
“ Crown did not possess the confidence of the House 
“ of Commons, and that their continuance in office 
“was therefore at variance with the spirit of the con- 
“stitution. The truth of such a position, accord- 
“ ing to the traditional principles on which public men 
“ have acted for some generations, cannot be disputed ; 
“ but it would be in vain to seek for any trace of such 
“doctrines in any page of our written Law. The 
“ propo.ser of that motion did not mean to charge the 
“ existing Ministry with any illegal act, with any act 
“ which could be made the subject either of a prose- 
“ cution in a lower court or of impeachment in the 
“ High Court of Parliament itself. He did not mean 
“ that they. Ministers of the Crown, appointed 
“during the pleasure of the Crown, committed 
“ any breach of tlic Law of which the Law could 
“ lake cognisance, by retaining possession of their 
“offices till such time as the Crown should think 
“ good to dismiss them from those offices. What he 
“meant was that the general course of their policy 
“ was one which to a majority of the House of Com- 
“mons did not seem to be wise or beneficial to the 
“nation, and that therefore, accordino- to a conven- 
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“ tional code as well understood and as effectual as 
“ the written Law itself, they were bound to resign 
“ offices of which the House of Commons no longer 
“ held them to be wmtthy.” ^ 

The one exception which can be taken to this 
picture of our conventional constitution is the con- 
trast drawn in it between the “written law” and 
the " unwritten constitution ” ; the true opposition, 
as already pointed out, is between laws properly so 
called, whether written or unwritten, and under- 
standings, or practices, which, though commonly 
observed, are not laws in any true sense of that 
word at all. But this inaccuracy is hardly more than 
verbal, and we may gladly accept Mr. Freeman’s 
words as a starting-point whence to inquire into the 
nature or common quality of the maxims which 
make up our body of constitutional morality. 

The following are examples® of the precepts to 
which Mr. Freeman refers, and belong to the code 
by which public life in England is (or is supposed 
to be) governed. “ A. Ministry which is outvoted 
in the House of Commons is in many cases bound 
to retire from office.” “A Cabinet, when outvoted 
on any vital question, may appeal once to the 
country by means of a dissolution.” “ If an appeal 
to the electors goes against the Ministry they are 
bound to retire from office, and have no right to 
dissolve Parliament a second time." “The Cabinet 
are responsible to Parliament as a body, for the 
general conduct of affairs.” "They are further 
responsible to an extent, not however very definitely 

^ Freeman, Growth of the Ent/lish Conslituiion fist <•■(!.), pp. 109, 110 
® See, for further examples, pp. 25, 26, ante. 
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fixed, for the appointments made l)y any of their 
number, or to speak in more accurate language, 
made by the Crown under the advice of any member 
of the Cabinet.” “ The party who for the time being 
command a majority in the House of Commons, have 
(in general) a right to have their leadei-s placed in 
office.” “ The most influential of these leaders ought 
(generally speaking) to be the Premier, or head of 
the Cabinet.” These are precepts rcfeiring to the 
position and formation of the Cabinet. It is, how- 
ever, easy to find constitutional maxims dealing 
with other topics. “ Treaties can be made w'ithout 
the necessity for any Act of Parliament; but the 
Crown, or in reality the Ministry representing the 
Crown, ought not to make any treaty which will 
not command the approbation of Parliament.” “ The 
foreign policy of the country, the proclamation of 
war, and the making of peace ought to be left in 
the hands of the Crown, or in ti’uth of the Crown’s 
servants. But in foreign as in domestic affairs, 
the wish of the two Houses of Parliament or (when 
they differ) of the House of Commons ought to 
be followed.” “The action of any Ministry would 
be highly unconstitutional if it .should involve the 
proclamation of war, or the making of peace, in 
defiance of the wishes of the House.” “ If there is 
a difference of opinion between the House of Lords 
and the House of Commons, the House of Lords 
ought, at some point, not definitely fixed, to give 
way, and should the Peers not yield, and the House 
oL Commons contiuufi to enjoy the confidence of the 
country, it becomes the* duty of the Crown, or of 
its respcpisible advisers, to create or to threaten to 
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create enough new Peers to override the opposition 
of the House of Lords, and thus restore harmony 
between the two branches of the legislature.”’ 
“Parliament ought to be summoned for the despatch 
of business at least once in every year.” “If a 
sudden emergency arise, e.g. through the outbreak 
of an insurreciion, or an invasion by a foreign 
power, the iliuLstry ought, if they require additional 
authority, at once to have Parliament convened 
and obtain any powers winch they may need for 
the protection of the country. Meanwhile Ministers 
ought to take every .step, even at the peril of 
breaking tlic law, which is necessary either for 
re.storing older or for repelling attack, and (if the 
law of the laud is violated) must rely for protection 
on Pailiainent pa,Sbing an Act of Indemnity.” 

These rules (which I have purposely expressed in 
a lax and popular manner), and a lot more of the 
same kind, make up the constitutional morality of 
the day. Tliey aic all constantly acted upon, and, 
since they cannot be enforced by any Court of law, 
have no cLiira to be considered laws. They are 
multifarious, differing, as it might at first sight 
appear, fiom each other not only in importance but 
in general character and scope. They will be found 
however, on careful examination, to possess one 
common quality or property; they are all, or at 
any rate most of them, rules for determining the 
mode in which the discretionary powers of the 
Crown (or of the Ministers as servants of the Crown) 
ought to be exercised; and this characteristic will 
be found on examination to be the trait common 

’ See however Hearn, Government of England (2ud ed.), p. 178. 
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not only to till the rules already enumerated, but chapter 
to by far the greater part (though not quite to the 
whole) of the conventions of the constitution. This 
matter, however, requires for its proper understanding 
some further explanation. 

The discretionary powers of the government mean CoMtitu- 
every kind of action Avhich can legally be taken by ver«ons™" 
the Crown, or by its servants, without the neces- 
sity for applying to Parliament for new statutory 
authority. Thus no statute is required to enable preroga- 
the Crown to dissolve or to convoke Parliament, to 
make peace or war, to create new Peers, to dismiss 
a Minister from office or to appoint his successor. 

The doing of all these things lies legally at any 
rate within the discretion of the Crown ; they belong 
therefore to the discretionary authority of the govern- 
ment. This authority may no doubt originate in 
Parliamentary enactments, and, in a limited number 
of cases, actually does so originate. Thus the 
Naturalization Act, 1870, gives to a Secretary of 
State the right under certain circumstances to con- 
vert an alien into a naturalized British subject; and , 
the Extradition Act, 1870, enables a Secretary of 
State (under conditions provided by the Act) to over- 
ride the ordinary laAv of the land and hand over a 
foreigner to his own government for trial. With the 
exercise, however, of such discretion as is conferred on 
the Crown or its servants by Parliamentary enact- 
ments we need hardly concern ourselves. The mode 
in which such discretion is to be exercised is, or may 
be, more or less clearly defined by the Act itself, 
and is often so closely liniited as in reality to become 
the subject of legal decision, and thus pass from the 
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Partm. domain of constitutional morality into that of law 
^ properly so called. The discretionary authority of 
the Crown originates generally, not in Act of Parlia- 
ment, but in the “prerogative” — a term which has 
caused more perplexity to students than any other 
expression referring to the constitution. The “ pre- 
rogative” appears to be botli historically and as a 
matter of actual fact nothing else than the residue 
of discretionary or arbitrary authority, -which at any 
given time is legally left in the hands of the Crown. 
The King was originally in truth what he still is 
in name, “the sovereign,” or, if not strictly the 
“sovereign” in the sense in which jurists use that 
•word, at any rate by far the most pow'erful part 
of the sovereign power. In 1791 the House of 
Commons compelled the government of the day, 
a good deal against the will of j\Iinisters, to put 
on trial i\Ir. Peeves, the learned author of the 
History of EnrjUsh Luu', for the expression of 
opinions meant to exalt the prerogative of the Crown 
at the expense of the authority of the House of 
Commons. Among other statements for the publica- 
tion of which he was indicted, was a lengthy com- 
parison of the Crown to the trunk, and the other 
parts of the constitution to the branches and leaves 
of a great tree. This comparison was made with the 
object of drawing from it the conclusion that the 
Crown was the source of all legal powder, and that 
while to destroy the authority of the Crown was to 
cut down the noble oak under the cover of which 
Englishmen sought refuge from the storms of 
Jacobinism, the House of Commons and other 
institutions were but hr^nchp" and leaves which 
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might be lopped off without serious damnge to the Chapter 
tree.^ The publication of Mr. Eeeves’s theories 
during a period of popular excitement may have 
been injudicious. But a jury, one is happy to know, 
found that it was not seditious; for his views un- 
doubtedly rested on a sound basis of historical fact. 

The power of the Crown was in truth anterior to 
that of the. House of Commons. From the time of 
the Norman Conquest down to the Revolution of 
1688 , the Crown possessed in reality many of the 
attributes of sovereigntj^ The prerogative is the 
name for the remaining portion of the Crown’s 
original authority, and is therefore, as already 
pointed out, the name for the residue of discretionary 
power left at any moment in the hands of the Crown, 
whether such power be in fact exercised by the King 
himself or by his Ministers. Every act which the 
executive government can lawfully do without the 
authority of the Act of Parliament is done in virtue of 
this prerogative. If therefore wc omit from view (as 
we conveniently may do) powers conferred on the 
Crown or its servants by Parliamentary enactments, 
as for example under an Alien Act, we may use the 
term “ prerogative ” as equivalent to the discretionary 
authority of the executive, and then lay down that 
the conventions of the constitution are in the main 
precepts for determining the mode and spirit in which 
the prerogative is to be exercised, or (what is really 
the same thing) for fixing the manner in which any 
transaction which can legally be done in virtue of the 
Royal prerogative (such as the making of war or the 
declaration of peace) ou^ht to be carried out. This 

1 t)fi St Tr B’»0..434 
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Partm. Statement holds good, it should he noted, of all the 
discretionary powers exercised by the executive, other- 
wise than under statutory authority ; it applies to acts 
really done by the King himself in accordance with 
his personal wishes, to transactions (which are of more 
frequent occurrence than modern constitutionalists 
are disposed to admit) in which both the King and 
his Illinisters take a real part, and also to that large 
and constantly increasing number of proceedings 
wliich, though carried out in the King’s name, arc 
ill truth Avholly the acts of the hlinistry. The con- 
ventions of the constitution are in short rules intended 
to regulate tlic exercise of the whole of the remaining 
discretionary powers of the Crown, whether these 
powers arc exercised by the King himself or by the 
Ministry. That this is so may be seen by the ease 
lud the technical correctness with which such conven- 
tions may be expressed in the form of regulations in re- 
['creiico to the exercise of the prerogative. Thus, to say 
that a Calhnet when outvoted on any vital cpiestion 
are bound in general to retire from office, is equivalent 
to the assertion, that the prerogative of the Crown to 
dismiss its servants at the will of the King must be 
exercised in accordance with the wish of the Houses of 
Parliament; the .statement that Ministers ought not 
to make any treaty which will not command the ap- 
probation of the Houses of Parliament, means that the 
prerogative of the Crown in regard to the making of 
treaties — what the Araeiicans call the " treaty-making 
power ” — ought not to be exercised in opposition to 
the will of Parliament. So, again, the rule that Par- 
liament must meet at least ohee a year, is in fact the 
rule that the Crown’s legal right or prerogative to call 
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Parliament together at the King’s pleasure must he 
so exercised that Parliament meet once a year. 

This analysis of constitutional understandings is 
open to the one valid criticism, that, though true as 
far as it goes, it is obviously incomplete ; for there 
are some few constitutional customs or habits which 
have no reference to the exercise of the royal power. 
Such, for example, is the understanding — a very 
vague one at best — that in case of a permanent con- 
flict between the will of the House of Commons and 
the will of the House of Lords the Peers must at 
some point give way to the Lower House. Such, 
again, is, or at any rate was, the jiracticc by which 
the judicial functions of the House of Lords are dis- 
charged solely by the Law Lords, or the understand- 
ing under which Divorce Acts were treated as judicial 
and not as legislative proceedings. Habits such as 
these are at bottom customs or rules meant to 
determine the mode in which one or other or both of 
the Houses of Parliament shall exercise their dis- 
cretionary powers, or, to use the historical term, their 
“ privileges.” The very use of the word “ privilege ” 
is almost enough to show us how to embrace all the 
conventions of the constitution under one general 
head. Between “ prerogative ” and “ privilege ” there 
exists a close analogy : the one is the historical name 
for the discretionary authority of the Crown ; the 
other is the historical name for the discretionary 
authority of each House of Parliament. Undorstand- 
ings then which regulate the exercise of the prerogative 
determine, or are meant to determine, the way in 
which one member of thfe sovereign body, namely the 
Crown, should exercise its discretionary authority ; 
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'unLlcrstanclings which regulate the exercise of privilege 
iletermine, or are meant to determine, the way in 
which the other members of the sovereign body 
should each exercise their discretionary authority. 
The result follows, that the conventions of the con- 
stitution, looked at as a whole, are customs, or under- 
standiims, as to the mode in which the several members 
of the sovereign legislative body, which, as it will be 
remembered, is the “King in Parliament,”^ should 
each exercise their discretionary authority, whether 
it be termed the jn’crogativc of the Crown or the 
privileges of Parliament. Since, however, by far the 
most numerous and imjjortant of our constitutional 
understandings refer at bottom to the exercise of the 
prerogative, it will conduce to brevity and clearness 
if we treat the conventions of the constitution, as 
rules or customs determining the mode in which the 
discretionary power of the executive, or in technical 
language the prerogative, ought [i.e. is expected by 
the nation) to be employed. 

Having ascertained that the conventions of the 
constitution are (in the main) rules for determining 
the exercise of the prerogative, we may carry our 
analysis of their character a step farther. They 
haje. all one ultimate object. Their end is to secure 
that Parliament, or the Cabinet which is indirectly 
appointed by Parliament, shall in the long run give 
effect to the will of that power which in modern 
England is the true political sovereign of the Stat e — 
the m ajori ty of the electo rs or (to use popular though 
not quite accurate language) the nation. 

At this point comes into tiew the full importance 
* See p. 37, on/e. 
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of the clistincLion already insisted upon’ between coiapter 
“legal” sovereignty and “political” sovereignty. 
Parliament is, from a merely legal point of view, the 
absolute sovereign of the British Empire, since every 
Act of Parliament is binding on every Court through- 
out the British dominions, and no rule, whether of 
morality or of law, which contravenes an Act of Par- 
liament, binds any Court throughout the realm. But 
if Pai'liameut be in the eye of the law a supreme 
legislature, the essence of representative government 
is, that the legislature should represent or give effect 
to the will of the political sovereign, ^.e. of the 
electoral body, or of the nation. That the conduct of 
the different parts of the legislature should be deter- 
mined by rules meant to secure harmony between the 
action of the legislative sovereign and the wishes of 
the political sovereign, must appear probable from 
general considerations. If tire true ruler or political 
sovereign of England were, as was once the case, the 
King, legislation might bo cairied out in accordance 
with the King’s will by one of two methods. The 
Crown might itself legislate, by royal proclamations, 
or decrees ; or some other body, such as a Council of 
State or Parliament itself, might be allowed to legis- 
late as long as this body conformed to the will of the 
Crown. If the first plan were adopted, there would 
be no room or need for constitutional conventions. 

If the second plan were adopted, the proceedings of 
the legislative body must inevitably be governed by 
some rules meant to make certain that the Acts of 
the legislature should not contravene the will of the 
Crown. The electorate# is in fact the sovereign of 

^ See pp. 68-73, ante. 
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England. It is a body which does not, and from its 
nature hardly can, itself legislate, and which, owing 
chiefly to historical causes, has left in existence a 
theoretically supreme legislature. The result of this 
state of things would naturally be that the conduct 
of the legislature, which {ex hypothesi) cannot be 
governed by laws, should be regulated by understand- 
I ings of which the object is to secure the conformity 
of Parliament to the will of the nation. And this is 
what has actually occurred. The conventions of the 
constitution now consist of customs which (whatever 
their historical origin) are at the present day maintained 
for the sake of ensuring the supremacy of the House of 
Commons, and ultimately, through the elective House 
of Commons, of the nation. 0 ur modern code of consti- 
tutional morality secures, though in a roundabout way, 
what is called abroad the “ sovereignty of the people.” 

That this is so becomes apparent if wo examine 
into the effect of one or two among the leading 
articles of this code. The rule that the powers of the 
Crown must bo exercised through Ministers who are 
members of one or other House of Parliament and who 
“ command the confidence of the House of Commons,” 
really means, that the elective portion of the legisla- 
ture in effect, though by an indirect process, appoints 
the executive government; and, further, that the 
Crown, or the Ministry, must ultimately carry out, 
or at any rate not contravene, the wishes of the 
House of Commons. But as the process of repre- 
sentation is nothing else than a mode by which the 
will of the representative body or House of Commons 
is made to coincide with the will of the nation, it 
follows that a rule which gives the appointment 
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and control of the guveninieiit mainly to the House 
of Commons is at bottom a rule which gives the 
election and ultimate control of the executive to the 
nation. The same thing holds good of the under- 
standing, or habit, in accordance with which the 
House of Lords arc expected in every serious political 
controversy to give way at some point or other to the 
will of the House of Commons as expressing the 
deliberate resolve of the nation, or of that further 
custom which, though of comparatively recent growth, 
forms an essential article of modern constitutional 
ethics, by which, in ease the Peers should finally re- 
fuse to acquiesce in the decision of the Lower House, 
the Crown is expected to nullify the resistance of the 
Lords by the creation of new Peerages.’ How, it 
may be said, is the “point” to be fixed at which, in 
case of a conflict between the two Houses, the Lords 
must give way, or the Crown ought to use its pre- 
rogative in the creation of new Peers ? The question 
is worth raising, because the answer throws great 
light upon the nature and aim of the articles which 
make up our conventional code. This reply is, that the 
point at which the Lords must yield or the Crown 
intervene is properly determined by anything which 
conclusively show’s that the House of Commons 
represents on the matter in dispute the deliberate 
decision of the nation. The truth of this reply will 
hardly be questioned, but to admit that the deliberate 
decision of the electorate is decisive, is in fact to 
concede that the understandings as to the action of 

^ Mr. Hearn denies, os it seems to me on inadequate grounds, tte 
existence of this rule or understanding. See Hearn, Government of 
England (2nd ed.), p. 178. 
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Part in. the House of Lords and of tlie Cro^Ti arc, tyhat we 
have found them to be, rules meaut to ensure the 
ultimate supremacy of the true political sovereign, or, 
in other words, of the electoral body.^ 

Ellies as % Striking example of the real sense 

to di.ssraii- jittachiiisr to a whole mass of constitutional conven- 
liament. tious is fouiid iti a particular instance, which appears 
at first sight to present a marked exception to 
the general principles of constitutional morality. 
A Ministry placed in a minority by a vote of the 
Commons have, in accordance with received doctrines, 
a right to demand a dissolution of Parliament. On 
the other hand, there are certainly combinations of 
circumstances under which the Crown has a right 
to dismiss a iUnistry who command a Parliamentary 
majority, and to dissolve the Parliament by which the 
Ministry are supported. The prerogative, in short, of 
dissolution may constitutionally be so employed as to 
override the will of the representative body, or, as it 
is popularly called, “The People’s House of Parlia- 
ment.” This looks at first sight like saying that in 
certain cases tlie prerogative can be so used as to set 
at nought the will of the nation. But in reality it 
is far otherwise. The discretionary power of the 
Crown occasionally may bo, and according to con- 
stitutional precedents sometimes ought to be, used to 
strip an existing House of Commons of its authority. 
But the reason why the House can in accordance 
with the constitution be deprived of power and of 
existence is that an i occasion has arisen on which 
there is fair reason to suppose that the opinion of the 
House is not the opinion of the electors. A dissolu- 

^ Compare Bagehot, English Constitution, pp. 26-27. 
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tion is in its essence an appeal from the legal to the 
political sovereign. A dissolution is allowable, or 
necessary, whenever the wishes of the legislature are, 
or may fairly be presumed to be, different from the 
wishes of the nation. 

This is the doctrine established by the celebrated 
contests of 1784 and of 1834. In each instance the 
King dismissed a Ministry which commanded the 
confidence of the House of Commons. In each case 
there was an appeal to the country by means of a 
dissolution. In 1784 the appeal resulted in a decisive 
verdict in favour of Pitt and his colleagues, who had 
been brought into office by the King against the will 
of the House of Commons. In 1834 the appeal led 
to a verdict equally decisive against Peel and Wel- 
lington, who also had been called to office by the 
Crown against the wishes of the House. The essential 
point to notice is that these contests each in effect 
admit the principle that it is the verdict of the 
political sovereign which ultimately determines the 
right or (what in politics is much the same thing) 
the power of a Cabinet to retain office, namely, the 
nation. 

Much discussion, oratorical and literary, has been 
expended on the question whether the dissolution of 
1784 or the dissolution of 1834 was constitutional.* 
To a certain extent the dispute is verbal, and depends 
upon the meaning of the word “ constitutional.” If 
we mean by it “ legal,” no human being can dispute 
that George the Third and his son could without 
any broach of law dissolve Parliament. If we mean 

“usual,” no one can dAiy that each monarch took 

* 

^ See Appendix, Note VII., The Meaning of an TTncoustitntional Law. 


Chanter 

XIV. 


Tlie dis- 
solutions of 
1784 and 
1834. 


430 LA IV AND CONVENTIONS OF CONSTITUTION 


Part in. 


a very unusual step in dismissing a Ministry which 
commanded a majority in the House of Commons. If 
by “constitutional” rve mean “in conformity with 
the fundamental principles of the constitution/’ wc 
must without hesitation pronounce the conduct of 
George the Third constitutional, i.e. in conformity 
with the jjrinciples of the constitution as they are now 
understood. He believed that the nation did not 
approve of the policy pursued by the House of Com- 
raoiis. He was right in this belief. No modern con- 
stitutionalist will dispute that the authority of the 
House of Commons is derived from its representing 
the will of the nation, and that the chief object of a 
dissolution is to ascertain that the will of Parliament 
coincides with the will of the nation. George the 
Third then made use of the prerogative of dissolution 
for the very purpose for which it exists. His conduct, 
therefore, on the modern theory of the constitution, 
was, as far as the dissolution Avent, in the strictest 
sense constitutional. But it is doubtful whether in 
1784 the King’s conduct aauis not in reality an inno- 
vation, though a .salutary one, on the then prevailing 
doctrine. Any one Avho studies the questions eon- 
nected with the name of John Wilkes, or tlie disputes 
between England and the American colonies, will see 
that George the Third and the great majority of 
George the Third’s statesmen maintained up to 1784 
a view of Parliamentary sovereignty which made Par- 
liament in the strictest sense the sovereign power. 
To this theory Fox clung, both in his youth as a Tory 
and in his later life as a Whig. The greatness of 
Chatham and of his son lay in their perceiving that 
behind the Crown, behind the Revolution Families, 
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behind Parliiimeiit itself, lay what Chatham calls the Chapter 

“ great public,” and what we should call the nation, 1 

and that on the will of the nation dcjioiuled the 
authority of Parliament. In 1784 George the Third 
was led by the exigencies of the moment to adopt the 
attitude of Chatham and Pitt He appealed (oddly 
enough) from the sovereignty of Parliament, of 
which he had always been the ardent champion, 
to that sovereignty of the people which he never 
ceased to hold in abhorrence. Whether this appeal 
be termed constitutional or revolutionary is now of 
little moment ; it affirmed decisively the fundamental 
principle of our existing constitution that not Parlia- 
ment but the nation is, politically speaking, the 
supremo power in the State. On this very ground 
the so-called “penal” dissolution was consistently 
enough denounced by Burke, who at all periods of 
his career was opposed to democratic innovation, 
and far less consistently by Fox, who blended in 
his political creed doctrines of absolute Parliamentary 
sovereignty with the essentially inconsistent dogma 
of the sovereignty of the people. 

Of William the Fourth’s action it is hard to 
speak with decision. The dissolution of 1834 was, 
from a constitutional point of view, a mistake ; it 
w’as justified (if at all) by the King’s belief that the 
House of Commons did not represent the will of the 
nation. The belief itself turned out erroneous, but 
the large minority obtained by Peel, and the rapid 
decline in the influence of the Whigs, proved that, 
though the King had formed a wrong estimate of 
public sentiment, he ’^as not without reasonable 
ground for believing that Parliament had ceased to 
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Partm. represent the opinion of the nation. Now if it he 
constitutionally right for the Crown to appeal from 
Parliament to the electors when the House of 
Commons has in reality ceased to represent its 
constituents, there is great difficulty in maintaining 
that a di.ssolution i.s unconstitutional simply because 
the electors do, when appealed to, support the 
opinions of their representatives. Admit that the 
electors are the political sovereign of the State, and 
the result appears iiaturallj’ to follow, that an appeal 
to them by means of a dissolution is constitutional, 
whenever there is valid and reasonable ground for 
supposing that their Parliamentary representatives 
have ceased to represent their wislics. The con- 
stitutionality therefore of the dissolution in 1834 
turns at bottom upon the still disputable question 
of fact, whether the King and his advisers had 
reasonable ground for supposing that the reformed 
House of Commons had lo.st the confidence of the 
nation. AYhatever may be the answer given by 
historians to this inquiry, the precedents of 1784 
and 1834 arcdeciAve; they determine the principle 
on which the prerogative of dissolution ought to be 
exercised, and show that in modern times the rules 
as to the dis-iolution of Parliament are, like other 
conventions of the constitution, intended to secure 
the ultimate supremacy of the electorate as the true 
political sovereign of the State; that, in short, the 
validity of constitutional maxims is subordinate and 
subservient to the fundamental principle of popular 
sovereignty. 

The necessity for dissolfttions stands in close 
connection with the existence of Parliamentary 
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sovereignty. Where, as in the United States, no Chapter 
legislative assembly is a sovereign power, the right 
of dissolution may be dispensed with ; the con- 
stitution provides security that no change of vital dissouition 

•I ^ o to Parlia- 

importance can be effected without an appeal to the mentary 
people ; and tlie change in the character of a legisla- reignty. 
tive body by the re-election of the whole or of part 
thereof at stated periods makes it eertain that in 
the long run the sentiment of the legislature will 
harmonise with the feeling of the public. Where 
Parliament is supreme, some further security for 
such harmony is necessary, and this security is given 
by the right of dissolution, which enables the Crown 
or the Ministry to appeal from the legislature to 
the nation. The security indeed is not absolutely 
complete. Crown, Cabinet, and Parliament may 
conceivably favour constitutional innovations which 
do not approve themselves to the electors. The 
Septennial Act could hardly have been passed in 
England, the Act of Union -with Ireland would not, 
it is often asserted, have l)cen passed by the Irish 
Parliament, if, in either instance, a legal revolution 
had been necessarily 2)receded by an appeal to the 
electorate. Here, as elsewhere, the constitutionalism 
of America proves of a more rigid typo tlian the 
constitutionalism of England. Still, under the con- 
ditions of modern political life, the iiuderstandiugs 
which exist with us as to the right of dissolution 
afford nearly, if not quite, as much security for 
sympathy between the action of the legislature and 
the will of the people, as do the limitations placed 
on legislative power by ^le constitutions of American 
'States. In this instance, as in others, the principles 
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Partrn. explicitly stated iu the vaiious coustitutions of the 
States, and in the Federal Constitution itself, are im- 
pliedly involved in the working of I'higlish political 
institutions. The right of dissolution is the right 
of appeal to the people, and thus underlies all those 
constitutional conventions which, in one way or 
another, are intended to produce harmony between 
the legal and the political sovereign power. 



CHAPTER XV 


THE SANCTION BY WHICH THE CONVENTIONS OF THE 
COXSTITCTION ABE ENFORCED 

What is the sanction liy which obedience to the Chapter 
conventions of the constitution is at bottom en- 
forced ? 

This is by far the most perplexing of the specula- The 
tive questions suggested by a study of constitutional I’rsohed!” 
law. Let us bear in mind the dictum of Paley, that 
it is often far harder to make men sec the existence 
of a difficulty, than to make them, when once the 
difficulty is perceived, uiiderslaud its explanation, 
and in the first place try to make clear to ourselves 
what is the precise nature of a puzzle of which most 
students dimly recognise tlie existence. 

Constitutional understandings are admittedly not 
laws; they are not {that is to say) rules which will 
be enforced by the Courts. If a Premier were to 
retain office after a vote of censure passed by the 
House of Commons, if he were (as_ did Lord Pal- 
merston under like circumstances) to dissolve, or 
strictly speaking to get the Crown to dissolve, Parlia- 
ment, but, unlike Lord Palmerston, were to be again 
censured by the newly elected House of Commons, 
and then, after all this had taken place, were still 
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remfiin at the head of the government, — no one could 
deny that such a Prime Minister had acted uncon- 
stitutionally. Yet no Court of law would take 
notice of his conduct. Suppose, again, that on the 
passing by both Houses of an important bill, the 
Ivins should refuse his assent to the measure, or 

O — ' 

(in popular language) put his “veto” on ih 
Here there would be a gross violation of usage, 
but the matter could not by any proceeding 
known to English hiw be brought before the judges. 
Take another instance. Suppose that Parliament 
were for more than a year not summoned for the 
despatch of business. This would be a course of pro- 
ceeding of the most unconstitutional character. Yet 
there is no Court in the land before which one could 
go with the complaint that Parliament had not been 
assembled.^ Still the conventional rules of the con- 
stitution, though not laws, are, as it is constantly 
asserted, nearly if not quite as binding as laws. 
They are, or appear to be, respected quite as much 
as most statutory enactments, and more than many. 
The puzzle is to see what is the force which habitually 
compels obedience to rules which have not behind 
them the coercive power of the Courts. 

The difficulty of the problem before us cannot 
indeed be got rid of, but may be shifted and a good 
deal lessened, by observing that the invariableness 
of the obedience to constitutional understand- 
ings is itself more or less fictitious. The special 
articles of the conventional code are in fact often 

^ See 4 Edward III. c. 14 ; 16 Car. II. c. 1 ; and 1 Will. & 
Mary, Seas. 2, c, 2. Compare the^ with the repealed 16 Car. I. 
c. 1, which would have made the aeeemblinf' of Parliameut a matter 
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disobeyed. A MiuisLer sometimes refuses to retire 
when, as his opponents allege, he ought constitu- 
tionally to resign office; not many yearn have 
passed since the Opposition of the day argued, if not 
convincingly yet with a good deal of plausibility, that 
the Ministry had violated a rule embodied in the Bill 
of Eights; in 1784 the House of Commons main- 
tained, not only by argument but by repeated votes, 
that Pitt had deliberately defied more than one 
constitutional precept, and the Whigs of 1834 
brought a like charge against Wellington and Peel. 
Nor is it doubtful that any one who searches through 
the pages of Hansard will find other instances in 
which constitutional maxims of long standing and 
high repute have been set at nought. The uncertain 
character of the deference paid to the conventions 
of the constitution is concealed under the current 
phraseology, which treats the successful violation of a 
constitutional rule as a proof that the maxim was not 
in reality pai't of the constitution. If a habit or 
precept which can be set at nought is thereby shown 
not to be a portion of constitutional morality, it 
naturally follows that no true constitutional rule is 
ever disobeyed. 

Yet, though the obedience supposed to be rendered 
to the separate understandings or maxims of public 
life is to a certain extent fictitious, the assertion that 
they have nearly the force of law is not without 
meaning. Some few of the conventions of the 
constitution are rigorously obeyed. Parliament, for 
example, is summoned year by year with as much 
regularity as though its Annual meeting were provided 
for by a law of nature; and (what is of more con- 
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ficquoiifc) tliougli 2^articular uiidcrstancliugs arc of 
uncertain obligation, neitlicr tlic Crown nor any 
servant of tbc Ciown ever refuses obedience to the 
grand principle which, as we Ijave seen, underlies all 
the conventional precepts of the constitution, namely, 
that government must be carried on in accordance 
with the will of the House of Commons, and ulti- 
mately with the will of the nation as expressed 
through that House. This j)rinciplc is not a law ; it 
is not to be found in the statute-book, nor is it a 
maxim of the common law ; it will not be enforced 
by atiy ordinary judicial body. Why then has the 
principle itself, as also have certain conventions or 
understandings which are closely connected with it, 
the force of law ? This, when the matter is reduced 
to its simplest form, is the puzzle with which we 
have to deal, It sorely needs a solution. Many 
writers, however, of authority, chiefly because they 
do not a2)proach the constitution from its legal side, 
hardly recognise the fuU force of the difficulty which 
requires to be disposed of. They either pass it by, 
or else apparently acc[uiesce in one of two answers, 
each of which contains an element of truth, but 
neither of wliich fully removes the peiqdexities of 
any inquirer who is determined not to be put off 
with mere words. 

A reply more often suggested than formulated in 
so many words, is that obedience to the conventions 
of the constitution is ultimately enforced by the fear 
of impeachment. 

If this view were tenable, these conventions, it 
should be remarked, would nbt be “ understandings ” 
at all, but “law's" in the truest sense of that term, 
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and their sole peculiarity ^YOukl lie in their being 
laws the breach, of wliicli could be punished only by 
one extraordinary tribunal, namely, the High Court 
of Parliament. But though it may well be conceded 
— and the fact is one of great importance — that the 
habit of obedience to the constitution Avas originally 
generated and confirmed by impeachments, yet there 
are insuperable difficulties to entertaining the belief 
that the dread of the Tower and the block exerts any 
appreciable influence OA'cr the conduct of modern 
statesmen. No impeachment for violations of the 
constitution (since ‘for the present purpose we may 
leave out of account such proceedings as those taken 
against Lord Macclesfield, Warren Hastings, and Lord 
Melville) has occurred for more than a century and a 
half. The process, which is supposed to ensure the 
retirement from office of a modern Prime Minister, 
when placed in a hopeless minority, is, [ind has long 
been, obsolete. The arm by Avhich attacks on freedom 
were once repelled has grown rusty by disuse ; it is laid 
aside among the antiquities of the constitution, nor will 
it ever, we may anticipate, be drawn again from its 
scabbard. For, in truth, impeachment, as a means for 
enforcing the observance of constitutional morality, 
always laboured under onegrave defect. The possibility 
of its use suggested, if it did not stimulate, one most 
important violation of political u-sage ; a Minister who 
dreaded impeachment would, since Parliament was 
the only Court before which he could be impeached, 
naturally advise the Grown not to convene Parliament, 
There is something like a contradiction in terms in 
saying that a Minister »is compelled to advise the 
meeting of Parliament by the dread of impeachment 
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Partm, if VnT'jhmfrTtt. ftV.ouM as^emhle. If the fear of Parlia- 
toeritary puniiljinfeiit were the only difficnity in the 
wav of viohitinff the eonstiration, we mar be sure 
that a bold party leader would, at tSie present day, as 
has been done in former centuries, sometimes suesest 
that Parliament should not meet. 

Vfivet rA X second and current answer to the question 
under consideration is, that obedience to the conven- 
tional precepts of the constitution is ensured by the 
force of public ojiinion. 

}Sow that this assertion is in one sense true, stands 
pjast dispute. The nation expects that PEirliament 
shall be convened annually ; the nation expects that 
a ilinister who cannot retain the confidence of the 
House of Commons, shall give up his place, and no 
Premier even dreams of disappointing the.se expecta- 
tions. The assertion, therefore, that public opinion 
gives validity to the received precepts for the conduct 
of public life is true. Its defect is that, if taken 
without further explanation, it amounts to little else 
than a re-statement of the very problem which it is 
meant to solve. For tlie question to be answered is, 
at bottom, Why is it that public opinion is, ajiparently 
at least, a sufficient sanction to compel obedience to 
the convention.s of the constitution ? and it is no 
answer to this inquiry to say that these conventions 
arc enforced by public opinion. Let it also be noted 
that many rules of conduct which are fully supported 
by the opinion of the public are violated every day of 
the year. Public opinion enjoins the performance of 
promises and condemns the commission of crimes, but 
the settled conviction of the nation that promises 
ought to he kept does not hinder merchants from 
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going into the Gazette, nor does the universal execra- Chapter 
tioiLof the villain who sheds man’s blood prevent the ' 
commission of murders. That public opinion does to 
a certain extent check extravagance and criminality 
is of course true, but the operation of opinion is in 
this case assisted by the law, or in the last resort by 
the physical power at the disposal of the state. The 
limited effect of public opinion when aided by the 
police hardly explains the immense effect of opinion 
in enforcing rules which may be violated without any 
risk of the offender being brought before the Courts. 

To contend that the understandings of the con- 
stitution derive their coercive power solely from 
the approyal of the public, is very like maintaining 
’the kindred doctrine that the conventions of inter- 
national law arc kept alive solely by moral force. 

Every one, except a few dreamers, perceives that the 
respect paid to international morality is due in great 
measure, not to moral force, but to the physical force 
in the shape of armies and navies, by which the com- 
mands of general opinion arc in many cases supported ; 
and it is difficult not to suspect that, in England at 
least, the conventions of the constitution arc supported 
and enforced by something beyond or in addition to 
the public approval. 

What then is this “something”? My answer is, Tme 
that it is nothing else than the force of the law. The oMienM ’ 
dread of impeachment may have established, and 
public opinion certainly adds influence to, the pre- enforc^ 
vailing dogmas of political ethics. But the sanction ofiavt. 
which constrains the boldest political adventurer to 
obey the fundamental pfineiples of the constitution 
and the conventions in which these principles are 
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Pail III. expressed, is the fact that the breach of these 
principles and ' of these conventions will almost 
immediately bring the offender into conflict with 
the Courts and tlie law of the land. 

This is the true answer to the inquiry which I 
have raised, but it is an answer which undoubtedly 
requires both explanation and defence. 

Expiana- Tlic meaning of the statement that the received 
precepts of the constitution are supported by the law 
of the land, and the grounds on which that statement 
is based, can be most easil}^ made apparent by con- 
sidering what 'would be the legal results which would 
inevitably ensue from the violation of some indis- 
putable constitutional maxim. 

Yearly No I’ule is better established than that Parliament 
"rMw- must assemble at least once a year. This maxim, as 
before pointed out, is certainly not derived from the 
common law, and is not based upon any statutory 
enactment. Now suppose that Parliament were pro- 
rogued once and again for more than a year, so that 
for two years no Parliament sat at Westminster. 
Here we have a distinct breach of a constitutional 
practice or understanding, but we have no violation 
of law. What, however, would bo the consequences 
which would ensue ? They would be, speaking gener- 
ally, that any llinistry who at the present day 
sanctioned or tolerated this violation of the con- 
stitution, and every person connected with the 
government, would immediately come into conflict 
with the law of the land. 

A moment’s reflection shows that this would be so. 
The Army (Annual) Act would in the first place 
expire. Hence the Army Act, on which the discipline 



SANCTION ON CONVNNilONS OF CONSilU Vi ION 443 


of the army depends, would cease to he in force.^ 
But thereupon all means of controlling the army 
without a breach of law would cease to exist. Either 
the army must be discharged, in which case the 
means of maintaining law and order would come to 
an end, or the army must be kept up and discipline 
must be maintained witliout legal authority for its 
maintenance. If this alternative were adopted, 
every person, from the Commander-iu-Chief down- 
wards, who took part in the control of the arm}'-, and' 
indeed every soldier who carried out the commands 
of his superiors, Avould find that not a day passed 
without his committing or sanctioning acts which 
would render him liable to stand as a criminal in the 
dock. Then, again, though most of the taxes would 
still come into the Exchequer, large portions of the 
revenue would cease to be legally due and could not 
be legally collected, Avhilst eveiy official, who acted as 
collector, would e.\pose himself to actions or prosecu- 
tions. The part, moreover, of the revenue which 
came in, could not be legally applied to the purposes 
of the government. If the Ministry laid hold of the 
revenue they would find it difficult to avoid breaches 
of definite laws which would compel them to appear 
before the Courts. Suppose however that the Cabinet 
were willing to defy the law. Their criminal daring 
would not suflnee for its purpose ; they could not get 
hold of the revenue without the connivance or aid 
of a large number of persons, some of them indeed 
officials, but some of them, such as the Comptroller 
General, the Governors of the Bank of England, and 

’ In popular, llioiigh inaccurate language, “ the Mutiny Act -would 
expire.” See note 2 , p. 305 ante. 
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Part m the like, uncounected with the administration. None 
of these ofticials, it should he noted, could receive 
from the government or the Crown any protection 
against legal liability ; and any person, e.g. the Coin- 
mander-in-Chief, or the colonel of a regiment, who 
employed force to carry out the policy of the govern- 
njent would be exposed to resistance supported by 
the Courts. For the law (it should always be borne 
in mind) operates in two different ways. It inflicts 
penalties and punishment upon law-breakers, and 
(what is of equal consequence) it enables law-respect- 
ing citizens to refuse obedience to illegal commands. 
It legalises passive resistance. The efficacy of such 
legal opposition is immensely increased by the non- 
existence in England of anything resembling the droit 
(cdministratif of France,^ or of that wide discretionary 
authority which is possessed by every continental 
government. The result is, that an administration 
which attempted to dispense with the annual meeting 
of Parliament could not ensure the obedience even of 
its own officials, and, unless prepared distinctly to 
violate the undoubted law of the land, would find 
itself not only opposed but helpless. 

The rule, therefore, that Parliament must meet 
once a year, though in strictness a constitutional 
convention which is not a law^ and will not be 
enforced by the Courts, turns out nevertheless to be 
an understanding which cannot be neglected wdthout 
involving hundreds of persons, many of whom are 
by no means specially amenable to government 
influence, in distinct acts of illegality cognisable by 
the tribunals of the country.* This convention there- 

^ See chap, xii., ante. 
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fore of the constitution is in reality based upon, and Chapter 
secured by, the law of the land. 1 

Tills no doubt is a particularly plain case. I have 
examined it fully, both because it is a particularly 
jilain instance, and because the full understanding of 
it affords the clue which guides us to the principle on 
which really rests such coercive force as is possessed 
by the conventions of the constitution. 

To see that this is so let us consider for a moment Eesigna- 
the effect of disobedience by the government to one Ministry 
of the most purely conventional among the maxims Jost Mi’-** 
of constitutional morality, — the rule, that is to say, 
that a Ministry ought to retire on a vote that they 
no longer possess the confidence of the House of 
Commons. Suppose that a Ministry, after the 
passing of such a vote, were to act at the present 
day as Pitt acted in 1783, and hold office in the face 
of the censure passed by the House. There would 
clearly be a primd facie breach of constitutional 
ethics. What must ensue is clear. If the Ministry 
wished to keep within the constitution they would 
announce their intention of appealing to the con- 
stituencies, and the House would probably assist in 
hurrying on a dissolution. All breach of law would 
be avoided, but the reason of this would be that the 
conduct of the Cabinet would not be a breach of 
constitutional morality ; for the true rule of the 
constitution admittedly is, not that a ]\Iinistry can- 
not keep office when censured by the House of 
Commons, but that under such circumstances a 
Ministry ought not to remain in office unless they 
can by an appeal to the^ country obtain the election 
.of a House which will support the government. 
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Partm. Suppose tlieu tliat, under the circuiustiiiiccs I have 
imagined, the iMiuistiy either would not recommend 
a dissolution of Parliament, or, having dissolved 
Parliament and being again censured by the newly 
elected House of Commons, would not resign office. 
It would, under this state of things, be as clear as 
day that the understandings of the constitution had 
been violated. It is however equally clear that the 
House would have in their own hands the means of 
ultimately forcing the Alinistry either to respect the 
constitution or to violate the law. Sooner or later 
the moment would come for passing the Army 
(Annual) Act or tlie Appropriation Act, and the 
House by refusing to pass cither of these enactments 
would involve the Ministry in all the inextricable 
embarrassments which (as I hfive already pointed out) 
immediately follow upon the omission to convene Par- 
liament for more than a year. The breach, therefore, 
of a purely conventional rule, of a maxim utterly un- 
known and indeed opposed to the theory of English 
law, ultimately entails upon those who break it direct 
conflict with the undoubted law of the land. We 
have then a right to assert that the force which in 
the last resort compels obedience to constitutional 
morality is nothing else than the power of the law 
itself. The conventions of the constitution arc not 
laws, but, in so far as they really possess binding 
force, derive their sanction from the fact that who- 
ever breaks them must finally break the law and 
incur the penalties of a law-breaker. 

Objections. It is worth while to consider one or two objec- 
tions which may be urged ■^ith more or less plausi- 
bility against the doctrine that the obligatory force 
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of constitutional morality is derived from the law Chapter 
itself. 

The government, it is sometimes suggested, may Law may 
by the use of actual force carry through a coup d’etat powered 
and defy the law of the land. 

This suggestion is true, but is quite irrelevant. 

No constitution can ho absolutely safe from revolution 
or from a coup d’etat ; but to show that the laws may 
he defied by violence does not touch or invalidate the 
statement that the understandings of the constitution 


are based upon the law. They have certainly no 
more force than the law itself. A Minister who, like 
the French President in 1851, could oveiTidc the law 
could of course overthrow the constitution. The 
theory propounded aims only at proving that when 
constitutional understandings have nearly the force of 
law they derive their power from the fact that they 
cannot he broken without a breach of law. No one is 
concerned to show, what indeed never can be shown, 
that the law can never be defied, or the constitution 
never be overthrown. 

It should further he observed that the admitted 
sovereignty of Parliament tends to prevent violent 
■attacks on the constitution. Kevolutionists or con- 
spirators generally believe themselves to be supported 
by the majority of the nation, and, when they suc- 
ceed, this belief is in general well founded. But in 
modern England, a party, however violent, who count 
on the sympathy of the people, can accomplish by 
obtaining a Parliamentary majority all that could he 
gained by the success of a revolution. When a spirit 
of reaction or of innovaiion prevails throughout the 
country, a reactionary or revolutionary policy is 
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enforced by Parliament without any party needing to 
make use of violence. The oppressive legislation of 
the Eestoratiou in the seventeenth century, and the 
anti-revolutionary legislation of the Tories from 
the oiitb'eak of the Revolution till the end of 
George the Third’s reign, saved the constitution 
from attack. A change of spirit averted a change of 
form ; the flexibility of the constitution proved its 
strength. 

If the maintenance of political morality, it may 
with some plausibility be asked, really depends on 
the right of Parliament to refuse to pass laws 
such as the Army (Annual) Act, which are necessary 
for the maintenance of order, and indeed for 
the very existence of society, how does it happen 
that no English Parliament has ever employed 
this extreme method of enforcing obedience to the 
constitution ? 

The true answer to the objection thus raised 
appears to be that the observance of the main and the 
most essential of all constitutional rules, the rule, that 
is to say, requiring the annual meeting of Parliament, 
is ensured, without any necessity for Parliamentary 
action, by the temporary character of the Mutiny Act, 
and that the power of Parliament to compel obedience 
to its wishes by refusing to pass the Act is so complete 
that the mere existence of tlie power has made its use 
unnecessary. In matter of fact, no Ministry has since 
the Revolution of 1689 ever defied the House of Com- 
mons, unless the Cabinet could confide in the support 
of the country, or, in other words, could count on the 
election of a House which wduld support the policy of 
the government. To this we must add, that in the 


SANCTION OF CONVENTIONS OF CONSTITUTION 449 


rare instances in which a Minister has defied the Chapter 

House, the refusal to pass the Mutiny Act has been L 

threatened or contemplated. Pitt’s victory over the 
Coalition is constantly cited as a proof that Parliament 
cannot refuse to grant supplies or to pass an Act 
necessary for the discipline of the army. Yet any 
one who studies with care the great “ Case of the 
Coalition ” will sec that it does ]iot support the 
dogma for which it is quoted. Fox and his friends 
did threaten and did intend to press to tlie very 
utmost all the legal powers of the House of Com- 
mons. They failed to carry out their intention solely 
because they at last perceived that the majority of the 
House did not represent the will of the country. 

What the “leading case” shoAvs is, that the Cabinet, 
when supported by the Crown, and therefore possess- 
ing the power of dissolution, can defy the Avill of a 
House of Commons if the House is not supported by 
the electors. Here we come round to the fundamental 
dogma of modern constitutionalism ; the legal sove- 
reignty of Parliament is subordinate to the political 
sovereignty of the nation. This the conclusion in 
reality established by the events of 1/84. Pitt over- 
'rode the customs, because he adhered to the principles, 
of the constitution. He broke through the received 
constitutional understandings without damage to his 
power or reputation ; he might in all probability have 
in case of necessity broken the law itself with im- 
punity. For had the Coalition pressed their legal 
rights to an extreme length, the new Parliament of 
1784 would in all likelihood have passed an Act of 
Indemnity for illegalities necessitated, or excused, by 
the attempt of an unpopular faction to drive from 
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Partin, power a Minister supported by the Crown, by the 
Peers, anti by the nation. However this may be, the 
celebrated conflict between Pitt and Fox lends no 
countenance to the idea that a House of Commons 
supported by the country would not enforce the 
morality of the constitution by placing before any 
Minister who defied its precepts the alternative of 
resignation or revolution.^ 

Sub- A clear perception of the true relation between the 

mquiiKi',. conventions of the constitution and the law of the 
land supplies an answer to more than one sub- 
ordinate question which has perplexed students and 
commentators. 

wii) iiai How is it that the ancient methods of enforcing 
menrgoiie Parliamentary authority, such as impeachment, the 
out ot use « refusal of .supplies, and the like, have fallen 

into disuse ? 

The answer is, that they are disused because ulti- 
mate obedience to the underlying principle of all 
modern constitutionalism, which is nothing else than 
the principle of obedience to the will of the nation as 
expressed through Parliament, is so closely bound up 
with the law of the land that it can hardly be violated 
without a breach of the ordinary law. Hence the 
extraordinary remedies, which were once necessary for 
enforcing the deliberate will of the nation, having 
become unnecessary, have fallen into desuetude. If 
they are not altogether abolished, the cause lies partly 
in the conservatism of the English people, and partly 

^ It h further not the case that the idea of refusing supplies is un- 
known to modern statesmen. In 1868 such refusal was threatened in 
order to force an early dissolution %f Parliament; in 1886 the dis- 
solution took place before the supplies were fully granted, and the 
supplies granted were 'minted for only a limited period. 
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in tlic valid considcraLioii that crimes may still be 
occasionally committed for which the ordinary law of 
the land hardly affords due punishment, and which 
therefore may well be dealt with by the High Court 
of Parliament. 

Why is it that the understandings of the constitu- 
tion have about them a singular clement of vagueness 
and variability ? 

Why is it, to take definite instances of this uncer- 
tainty and changeableuess, that no one can define 
with absolute precision the circumstances under which 
a Prime Minister ought to retire from office ? Why is 
it that no one can fix the exact point at which resist- 
ance of the House of Lords to the will of the House 
of Commons becomes unconstitutional ? and how does 
it happen that the Peers could at one time arrest 
legislation in a way which now would be generally 
held to involve a distinct breach of constitutional 
morality? What is the reason why no one can 
'describe with precision the limits to the influence on 
the conduct of public affairs which may rightly be 
exerted by the reigning monarch? and how does it 
happen that George the Third and even George the 
Fourth each made his personal will or caprice tell 
on the policy of the nation in a very different way 
and degree from that in which Queen Victoria ever 
attempted to exercise personal influence over matters 
of State ? 

The answer in general terms to these and the like 
inquiries is, that the one essential principle of the 
constitution is obedience by all persons to the deliber- 
ately expressed will of the House of Commons in the 
first instance, and ultimately to the will of the nation 
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Part III. fis expressed through Parliameut. The conventional 
code of political morality is, as already pointed out, 
merely a body of maxims meant to secure respect for 
this principle. Of these maxims some indeed — such, 
for example, as the rule that Parliament must be con- 
voked at least once a year — are so closely connected 
with the respect due to Parliamentary or national 
authority, that they will never be neglected by any 
one who is not prepared to play the part of a revolu- 
tionist; such rules have received the undoubted stamp 
of national approval, and their observance is secured 
by the fact that whoever breaks or aids in breaking 
them will almost immediately find himself involved in 
a breach of law. Other constitutional maxims stand 
in a very different position. Their maintenance up to 
a certain point tends to secure the supremacy of Par- 
liament, but they are themselves vague, and no one 
can say to what extent the will of Parliament or the 
nation requires their rigid observance ; they there- 
fore obtain only a varying and indefinite amount of 
obedience. 

With- Thus the rule that a Ministry who have lost the 

confitocc confidence of the House of Commons should retire 

Commons!^ fi'om officc is plain enough, and any permanent neglect 
of the spirit of this rule would be absolutely incon- 
sistent with Parliamentary government, and would 
finally involve the ilinister who broke the rule in 
acts of undoubted illegality. But when you come to 
inquire what are the signs by which you are to know 
that the House has withdrawn its confidence from a 
Ministry, — whether, for example, the defeat of an 
important Ministerial measure or the smallness of 
a Ministerial majority is a certain proof that a 
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Ministry ought to retire, — you ask a question which Chapter 
admits of no absolute reply.’ All that can be said 
is, that a Cabinet ought not to continue in power 
(subject, of course, to the one exception on which I 
have before dwelt after the expression by the House 
of Commons of a wish for the Cabinet’s retirement. 

Of course, therefore, a Minister or a Ministry must 
resign if the House passes a vote of want of confi- 
dence. There are, however, a hundred signs of Par- 
liamentary disapproval Avhich, according to circum- 
stances, either may or may not be a sufficient notice 
that a Minister ought to give up office. The essential 
thing is that the Ministry should obey the House as 
representing the nation. But the question whether 
the House of Commons has or has not indirectly inti- 
mated its will that a Cabinet should give up office is 
not a matter as to which any definite principle can be 
laid down. The difficulty which now exists, in settling 
the point at which a Premier and his colleagues are 
bound to hold that they have lost the confidence of 
the House, is exactly analogous to the difficulty which 
often perplexed statesmen of the last century, of de- 
termining the point at which a Minister was bound to 
'hold he had lost the then essential confidence of the 
King. The ridiculous efforts of the Duke of New- 
castle to remain at the head of the Treasury, in .spite 
of the broadest hints from Lord Bute that the time 

1 E!ee Hearn, Govemmmt of England, chap, ix., for an attempt to 
determine the circumstanees under which a Ministry ought or o\ight 
not to keep oflice. See debate in House of Commons of 24th July 
1905, for consideration of, and reference to, precedents with regard to 
the duty of a Ministry to retire from office when they have lost the 
confidence of the House of Cdinmons. — Pari. Deb. 4th ser. vol, 150. 
col. 50. 

- See pp, 428-434, ante. 
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had come for resignation, are exactly analogous to the 
undignified persistency with which later Cabinets have 
occasionally clung to office in the face of intimations 
that the House desired a change of government. As 
long as a master does not directly dismiss a servant, 
the question whether the employer's conduct betrays 
a wish that the servant should give notice must be an 
inquiiy giving rise to doubt and discussion. And if 
there be sometimes a difficulty in determining what is 
the will of Parliament, it must often of necessity be 
still more difficult to determine what is the will of the 
nation, or, in other words, of the majority of the 
electors. 

The general rule that the House of Lords must 
in matters of legislation ultimately give way to the 
House of Commons is one of the best-established 
maxims of modern constitutional ethics. P)Ut if any 
inquirer asks how the point at which the Peers are to 
give way is to be determined, no answ'er which even 
approximates to the truth can be given, except the 
very vague reply that the Upper House must give 
way whenever it is clearly proved that the null of the 
House of Commons represents the deliberate will of 
the nation. The nature of the proof differs under 
different circumstances. 

When once the true state of the case is perceived, 
it is easy to understand a matter which, on any cut- 
and-dried theory of the constitution, can only with 
difficulty be explained, namely, the relation occupied 
by modern Cabinets towards the House of Lords. It 
is certain that for more than half a century Ministries 
have constantly existed which did not command the 
confidence of the Upper House,' and that such Minis- 
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tries have, without meeting much opposition on the Chapter 
part of the Peers, in the main carried out a policy of 
which the Peers did not approve. It is also certain 
that while the Peers have been forced to pass many 
hills which they disliked, they have often exercised 
large though very varying control over the course 
of legislation. Between 1834 and 1840 the Upper 
House, under the guidance of Lord Lyndhurst, re- 
peatedly and Avith success opposed Ministerial mea- 
sures which had passed the House of Commons. For 
many years Jews were kept out of Parliament simply 
because the Lords were not prepared to admit them. 

If you search for the real cause of this state of things, 
you will find that it Avas nothing else than the fact, 
constantly concealed under the misleading rhetoric of 
party Avarfare, that on the matters in question the 
electors were not prepared to support the Cabinet Jn 
taking the steps necessary to compel the submission 
of the House of Lords. On any matter upon Avhich 
the electors are firmly resolved, a Premier, avIio is in 
effect the representative of the House of Commons, 
has the means of coercion, namely, by the creation of 
Peers. In a country indeed like England, things are 
rarely carried to this extreme length. The knoAvledge 
that a poAver can be exercised constantly prevents its 
being actually put in force. This is so even in private 
life ; most men pay their debts AA'ithout being driven 
into Court, but it were absurd to suppose that the 
possible compulsion of the Courts and the sheriff has 
not a good deal to do with regularity in the payment 
of debts. The acquiescence of the Peers in measures 
which the Peers do not approve arises at bottom from 
the fact that the nation, under the present constitution. 
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Part III. possesses the power of enforcing, through very cum- 
hersome machinery, tlie submission of the Peers to the 
conventional rule that the wishes of the House of 
Lords must finally give way to the decisions of the 
House of Commons. But the rule itself is vague, and 
the degree of obedience which it obtains is varying, 
because the will of the nation is often not clearly 
expressed, and further, in this as in other matters, 
is itself liable to variation. If the smoothness with 
which the constitutional arrangements of modern 
England Avork should, as it often docs, conceal from 
us the force by Avhich the machinery of the constitu- 
tion is kept working, Ave may Avith advantage consult 
the experience of English colonies. No better example 
can be given of the methods by Avhich a Representa- 
tive Chamber attempts in the last resort to compel the 
obedience of an Upper House than is afiforded by the 
varying phases of the conflict which raged in Victoria 
during 1878 and 1879 bet\A’een the tAVO Houses of the 
Legislature. There the LoAver House attempted to 
enforce upon the Council the passing of measures 
Avhicli the Upper House did not approve, by, in effect, 
inserting the substance of a rejected bill in the 
Appropriation Bill. The Council in turn threw out 
the Appropriation Bill. The Ministry thereupon dis- 
missed officials, magistrates, county court judges, and 
others, Avhom they had no longer the means to pay, 
and attempted to obtain payments out of the Treasury 
on the strength of resolutions passed solely by the 
Lower House. At this point, however, the Ministry 
came into conflict with an Act of Parliament, that is, 
with the law of the land. The contest continued 
under different forms until a change in public opinion 
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finally led to tlie election of a Lower House which 
could act with the Council. With the result of the 
contest we are not concerned. Three points, however, 
should be noticed. The conflict was ultimately ter- 
minated in accordance with the expressed will of the 
electors; each party during its course jiut in force 
constitutional powers hardly ever in practice exerted 
in England ; as the Council was elective, the Ministry 
did not possess any means of producing harmony be- 
tween the two Houses by increasing the number of 
the Upper House. It is certain that if the Governor 
could have nominated members of the Council, the 
Upper House w'ould have yielded to the will of the 
Lower, in the same way in which the Peers always 
in the last resort bow to the will of the House of 
Commons, 

How is it, again, that all the understandings 
which are supposed to regulate the personal relation 
of the Crown to the actual work of government are 
marked by the utmost vagueness and uncertainty ? 

The matter is, to a certain extent at any rate, 
explained by the same train of thought as tliat which 
we have followed out in regard to the relation 
between the House of Lords and the Ministry. The 
revelations of political memoirs and the observation 
of modern public life make quite clear two points, 
both of which are curiously concealed under the mass 
of antiquated formulas which hide from view the real 
working of our institutions. The first is, that while 
every act of State is done in the name of the Crown, 
the real executive government of England is the 
Ca,binet. The second is, that though the Crown 
has no real concern in a vast number of the trans- 
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Partin, actions wliicli take place under the Royal name, no 
one of the King’s predecessors, nor, it may be 
presumed, the King himself, has ever acted upon 
or affected to act upon the maxim originated by 
Thiers, that “ the King reigns but does not govern.” 
George the Third took a leading part in the work 
of administration ; his two sons, each in different 
degrees and in different ways, made their personal 
will and predilections tell on the government of the 
country. No one reaUy supposes that there is not 
a sphere, though a vaguely defined sphere, in which 
the personal will of the King has under the consti- 
tution very considerable influence. The strangeness 
of this state of things is, or rather would be to any one 
who had not been accustomed from his youth to the 
mystery and formalism of English constitutionalism, 
that the rules or customs which regulate the personal 
action of the Crown are utterly vague and undefined. 
The reason of this will, however, be obvious to any one 
who has followed these chapters. The personal in- 
fluence of the Crown exists, not because acts of State 
are done formally in the Crown’s name, but because 
neither the legal sovereign power, namely Parliament, 
nor the political sovereign, namely the nation, wishes 
that the reigning monarch should be without personal 
weight in the government of the country. The 
customs or understandings which regulate or control 
the exercise of the King’s personal influence are 
vague and indefinite, both because statesmen feel that 
the matter is one hardly to be dealt with by precise 
rules, and because no human being knows how far 
and to what extent the nation wishes that the voice 
of the reignincr monarch should command attention. 
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All that can be asserted with certainty is, that on this Chapter 
matter the practice of the Crown and the wishes of 
the nation have from time to time varied. George 
the Third made no use of the so-called veto which 
had been used by AVilliam the Third ; but he more 
than once insisted upon his will being obeyed in 
matters of the highest importance. None of his 
successors have after the manner of George the 
Third made their personal avUI decisive as to general 
measures of policy. In small things as much as in 
great one can discern a tendency to transfer to the 
Cabinet powers once actually exercised by the King. 

The scene between Jeanie Deans and Queen Caroline 
is a true picture of a scene which might have taken 
place under George the Second ; George the Third’s 
firmness secured the execution of Dr, Dodd. At 
the present day the right of pardon belongs in fact 
to the Home Secretary. A modern Jeanie Deans 
would be referred to the Home Office ; the question 
I whether a popular preacher should pay the penalty 
of his crimes would now, with no great advantage 
to the country, be answered, not by the King, but 
by the Cabinet. 

What, again, is the real effect produced by the The effect 
survival 01 prerogative powers { ing pre- 

Here we must distinguish two different things, 
namely, the way in which the existence of the 
prerogative affects the personal influence of the 
TGn g, and the way in which it affects the power of 
Ithe executive government. 

The fact that all imj^ortant acts of State are done 
in the name of the King and in most cases with the 
cognisance of the King, and that many of these acts. 
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Part III. such, for example, as the appointment of judges or the 
creation of bishops, or the conduct of negotiations 
with foreign powers and the like, are exempt from 
the direct control or supervision of Parliament, gives 
the reigning monarch an opportunity for exercising 
great influence on the conduct of afifair.s ; and 
Bagehot has marked out, with his usual subtlety, the 
mode ill which the mere necessity under which 
Ministers arc placed of consulting Avitli and giving 
information to the King secures a wide sphere for the 
exercise of legitimate influence by a constitutional 
ruler. 

But though it Averc a great error to underrate the 
extent to Avhich the formal authority of the CroAvn 
confers real poAver upon the King, the far more 
important matter is to notice the Avay in which the 
survival of tlie prerogative affects the position of the 
Cabinet. It leiives in the hands of the Premier and 
his colleagues, large powers which can be exercised, 
and constantly are exercised, free from Parliamentary 
control. This is especially the case in all foreign 
affairs. Parliament may censure a Ministry for mis- 
conduct in regard to the foreign policy of the country. 
But a treaty made by the Crown, or in fact by the 
Cabinet, is valid without the authority or sanction of 
Parliament ; and it is even open to question whether 
the treaty-making power of the executive might not 
in some cases override the law of the land.‘ ’ However 

’ See the Parlemeat Beige, 4 P, D. 129 ; 5 P. D. (C. A.) 197. 
“AVhetherthe power” [of the Crown to compel its subjects to obey 
the provisions of a treaty] " does existi^.in the case of treaties of peace, 
“and whether if so it exists equally in the case of treaties akin to a 
“ treaty of peace, or whether in both or either of these cases inter- 
“ ference with private rights can be authorised otherwise than by the 
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this may be, it is not Parliament, but the Ministry, Chapter 
who direct the diplomacy of the nation, and virtually 
decide all questions of peace or war. The founders of 
the American Union showed their full appreciation of 
the latitude left to the executive government under 
the English constitution by one of the most remark- 
able of their innovations upon it. They lodged the 
treaty-making power in the hands, not of the 
President, but of the President and the Senate ; and 
further gave to the Senate a right of veto on 
Presidential appointments to office. These arrange- 
ments supply a valuable illustration of the way in 
which restrictions on the prerogative become re- 
strictions on the discretionary anthority of the 
executive. Were the House of Lords to have con- 
Iferrcd upon it by statute the rights of the Senate* 

'the change in our institutions would be described 
with technical correctness as the limitation of the 
prerogative of the Crown as regards the making of 
treaties and of official appointments. But the true 
effect of the coustitutional innovation would be to 
place a legal check on the discretionary powers of 
the Cabinet. 

Tlie survival of the prerogative, conferring as it 
does wide discretionary authority upon the Cabinet, 
involves a consequence which constantly escapes 
attention. It immensely increases the authority of 
the House of Conimons, and ultimately of the con- 
stituencies by which that House is returned. Minis- 
ters must in the exercise of all discretionary powers 

“legislature, are grave questions upon wliich their Lordships do not 
“find it necessary to express an opinion.” — Walker v. 5aiV(/ [1892], 

A. C. 491, 497, judgment of P. C. 
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Partin, iuevitably obey Llie precloniiiiaul- iuilbority in the 
State. When the King was the chief member of 
the sovereign body, Ministers were in fact no less than 
in name the King’s servants. At periods of our 
history when the Peers were the most influential 
body in the country, the conduct of the Ministry 
represented with more or less fidelity the wishes of 
the Peerage. Now that the House of Commons 
has become by far the most important part of the 
sovereign body, the Ministry in all matters of dis- 
cretion carry out, or tend to carry out, the will of the 
House. When however the Cabinet cannot act except 
by means of legislation, other considerations come 
into play. A law requires the sanction of the House 
of Lords. No government can increase its statutory 
authority without obtaining the sanction of the Upper 
Chamber. Thus an Act of Parliament when passed 
represents, not the absolute wishes of the House of 
Commons, but these wishes as modified by the in- 
fluence of the House of Lords. The Peers no doubt 
will in the long run conform to the wishes of the 
electorate. But the Peers may think that the electors 
will disapprove of, or at any rate be indifferent to, a 
bill which meets with the approval of the House of 
Commons. Hence while every action of the Cabinet 
which is done in virtue of the prerogative is in fact 
though not in name under the direct control of the 
representative chamber, all powers which can be 
exercised only in virtue of a statute are more or less 
controlled in their creation by the will of the House 
of Lords ; they are further controlled in their exercise 
•by the interference of the Courts. One example, 
taken from the history of recent years, illustrates 
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the practical effect of this difference.' In 1872 the chapter 

Mmistry of the day carried a bill through the House L 

of Commons abolishing the system of purchase in the 
army. The bill was rejected by the Lords: the 
Cabinet then discovered that purchase could be 
abolished by Eoyal warrant, ie. by something very 
like the exercise of the prerogative.® The system 
was then and there abolished. The change, it will 
probably be conceded, met with the approval, not 
only of the Commons, but of the electors. But it will 
equally be conceded that had the alteration required 
statutory authority the system of purchase might 
have continued in force up to the present day. 

The existence of the prerogative enabled the Ministry 
in this particular instance to give immediate effect to 
the wishes of the electors, and this is the result which, 
under the circumstances of modern politics, the survival 
of the prerogative will in every instance produce. The 
prerogatives of the Crown have become the privileges 
of the people, and any one who wants to see how widely 
these privileges may conceivably be stretched as the 
House of Commons becomes more and more the direct 
representative of the true sovereign, should weigh well 
the words in which Bagehot describes the powers 
which can still legally be exercised by the Crown 
without consulting Parliament ; and should remember 
that these powers can now be exercised by a Cabinet 
who are really servants, not of the Crown, but of a 

^ On this subject there are remarks worth noting in Stephen’s 
lAfe of Fawcett, pp. 271, 272. 

^ Purchase was not abolished by the prerogative in the ordinary 
legal sense of the term. A ^statute prohibited the sale of offices 
except in so far as might be authorised in the case of the army by 
Royal warrant. When therefore the warrant authorising the sale was 
(’'■ncelled t^be ^^"tl'te too'" Affect 
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Part in. 


'representative chaml)er which in its turn obeys the 
behests of the electors. 

“ I said in this l)ook that it would very much sur- 
“ prise people if they were only told how many things 
“ the Queen could do without consulting Parliament, 
“ and it certainly has so proved, for when the Queen 
“abolished purchase in the army by an act of pre- 
“rogative (after the Lords had rejected the bill for 
“ doing so), there was a great and general astonishment. 

“ But this is nothing to what the Queen can by law 
“ do without consulting Parliament. Not to mention 
“other things, she could disband the army (by law 
“she cannot engage more than a certain number of 
“ men, hut she is not obliged to engage any men) ; 
“ she could dismiss all the officers, from the General 
“commanding-in-chief downwards; she could dis- 
“ miss all the sailors too ; she could sell off all our 
“ships- of -war and all our naval stores; she could 
“ make a peace by the sacrifice of Cornwall, and begin 
“ a war for the conquest of Brittany. She could make 
“every citizen in the United Kingdom, male or 
“female, a peer; she could make every parish in 
“the United Kingdom a ‘university’; she could 
“dismiss most of the civil servants ; she could pardon 
“ all offenders. In a word, the Queen could by 
“ prerogative upset all the action of civil govern- 
“ment within the government, could disgrace the 
“nation by a bad war or peace, and could, by dis- 
“ banding our forces, whether land or sea, leave us 
“ defenceless against foreign nations.”^ 

If government by Parlianjent is ever transformed 
into government by the House of Commons, the 

^ Bageliot, English ConslituHon, Introil;* jip. xxxv. and xxxvi. 
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transformation will, it may be conjectured, ^ be Chapter 
3ffected by use of the prerogatives of the Crown. L 

Let us cast back a glance for a moment at the Conclusion 
results which we have obtained by surveying the 
English constitution from its legal side. 

The constitution when thus looked at ceases to 
appear a “ sort of maze” ; it is seen to cousistjif two 
different parts; the one part is made up of under- 
standings, customs, or conventions which, not being 
enforced by the Courts, are in no true sense of the word 
laws ; the other part is made up of rules which are 
enforced by the Courts, and which, whether embodied 
ill statutes or not, are laws in the strictest sense 
of the term, and make up the true law of the 
'constitution. 

This law of the constitution is, we have further 
found, in spite of all appearances to the contrary, the 
true foundation on which the English polity rests, and 
it gives in truth even to the conventional element of 
constitutional law such force as it really possesses.* 

The law of the constitution, again, is in all its 
branches the result of two guiding principles, which 
have been gradually worked out by the more or less 
conscious efforts of generations of English statesmen 
and lawyers. 

The first of these principles is the sovereignty of 
Parliament, which means in effect the gradual transfer 
of power from the Crown to a body which has come 
more and more to represent the nation.® This curious 

^ See pp. 435-450, ante. 

® A few words may be in place as to the method by which this 
transfer was accomplished. The leaders of the English people in 
their contests with Boy.al ipower never attempted, except in periods 


466 LA iV AND CONVENTIONS OF CONSTITUTION 


Pari nX 


process, by which the personal authority of the King 
has been turned into the sovereignty of the King in 
Parliament, has had two effects : it has put an end to 
the arbitrary powers of the monarch ; it has preserA^ed 
intact and undiminished the supreme authority of the 
State. 

The second of these principles is what I have 
called the “ rule of law,” or the supremacy throughout 
all our institutions of the ordinary law of the land. 
This rule of law, which means at bottom the right of 
the Courts to puni.sh any illegal act by whomsoever 
committed, is of the very essence of English institu- 
tions. If the sovereignty of Parliament gives the 
form, the supremacy of the law of the laud determines 
the substance of our constitution. The English con- 

of revolutionary violence, to destroy or dissipate the authority of 
the Crown as head of the State. Their policy, continued tljrough 
centuries, was to leave the power of the King untouolied, but to 
bind ilowii the action of the Crown to recognised modes of procedure 
whicli, if observed, would secure first the supremacy of the law, and 
ultiuiately the sovereignty of the nation. The King was acknowledged 
to be supreme judge, but it was early established that be could act 
judicially only in and through his Courts ; the King was recognised 
us llie only legislator, hut he could enact no valid law except as King 
in Parliament j the King held in his hands all the prerogatives of the 
executive government, but, as was after long struggles determined, he 
could legally exerci.se these prerogatives only through Ministers who 
were members of his Council, and incurred responsibility for his acts. 
Thus the personal will of the King was gradually identified with and 
transformed into the lawful and legally expressed will of the Crown. 
This transformation was based upon the constant use of fictions. It 
bears on its face tli.at it was the invention of lawyers. If proof of this 
were wanted, we should find it in the fact that the “ Parliaments ” of 
France towanls the end of the eighteenth century tried to use against 
the fully-developed despotism of the Fiench monarchy, fictions 
recalling the arts by which, at a far earlier period, English constitu- 
tionalists had nominally checked th$ encroachments, while really 
diminishing the sphere, of the royal prerogative. Legal statesmanship 
bears everywhere the same character. See Bocquaiii, L’Esprit Etvolu- 
t 'mw’ire nonft !•» n^vnlulinv 


SANCU ION ON LONVENllUNS UN CUNSlll Ui'IUN 467 


stitution ill short, which appears when looked at 
from one point of view to be a mere collection of 
practices or customs, turns out, when examined in 
its legal aspect, to be more truly than any other 
polity in the world, except the Constitution of the 
United States,^ based on the law of the land. 

When we see what are the principles which truly 
underlie the English polity, we also perceive how 
rarely they have been followed by foreign statesmen 
who more or less intended to copy the constitution of 
England. The sovereignty of Parliament is an idea 
fundamentally inconsistent with the notions which 
govern the inflexible or rigid constitutions existing in 
by far the most important of the countries which 
have adopted any scheme of representative govern- 
ment. The “rule of law” is a conception which in 
the United States indeed has received a development 
beyond that which it has reached in England; but 
it is an idea not so much unknown to as deliberately 
rejected by the constitution -makers of France, and 
of other continental countries which have followed 
French guidance. For the supremacy of the law of 
the land means in the last resort the right of the 
judges to control the executive government, whilst 
the separation des pouvoirs means, as construed by 
Frenchmen, the right of the government to control 
the judges. The authority of the Courts of Law as 
understood in England can therefore hai’dly coexist 

' 1 It is well worth notice that the Constitution of the United 

States, 08 it actually exists, rests to a very considerable extent on 
ijndge-made law. Chief-Justice Marshall, as the “ Expounder of the 
Constitution,” may almost be reckoned among the builders if not the 
founders of the American polity. See for a collection of his judgments 
on constitutional questions. The Wniings of John Marshall, late Chi^- 
Jnstice of the United States, lon the Federal Constitution. 
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PaatnL 'ivith the fsvfctem of dfuii <judmlnutr(jAif as it prevails 
iu France. We may perhaps even go so far as to say 
that English legalism is hardly consistent with the 
existence of an official body which hears any true 
j’esemhiance to wliat foreigners call “ the administra- 
tion,” To sav this is not to a-ssert that foreign 

•' O 

forms of government ai-e necessarily inferior to the 
English constitution, or unsuited for a civilised and 
free people. All that necessaiily results from an 
analysis of our institutions, and a comparison of them 
with the institutions of foreign countries, is, that the 
English constitution is still marked, far more deeply 
than is generally supposed, by peculiar features, and 
that these peculiar characteristics may he summed up 
in the combination of Parliamentary Sovereignty with 
the Rule of Law. 
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NOTE I 

RIGIDITY OF FRENCH CONSTITUTIONS 


Twelve constitutions ^ have been framed by French constitution- 
makers since the meeting of the States General in 1789. 

A survey of the provisions (if any) contained in these con- 
stitutions for the revision thereof leads to some interesting 
results. 

First, AA^ith but two exceptions, every French constitution 
has been marked by the characteristic of “ rigidity.” Frenchmen 
of all political schools have therefore agreed in the assumption, 
that the jiolitical foundations of the State must bo placed beyond 
the reach of the ordinary legislature, and ought to be changed, 
if at all, only with consideniblc diflicultj’-, and generally after 
such delay as may give the nation time for maturely reflecting 
oyer any proposed innovation. 

In this respect the Monarchical Constitution of 1791 is note- 
worthy. That Constitution formed a legislature consisting of 
one Assemljly, but did not give this Assembly or Parliament any 
authority to revise the Constitution. The only body endowed 
with such authority Avas an Assembly’- of Ilevision {Assemblde de 
BMsion), and the utmo.st pains were taken to hamper the con- 
vening and to limit the action of the Assembly’ of Eevision. 

^ Viz. (1) 'Jlie Monarchical Con'-titiitioii of ]7P2; (2) the Dcpiililican Con- 
fititutiou of 1793 ; (3) the (’onstitutioii of 1795 (Directoiy), 5 

Friict, An, III. ; (4) the Consular Constitution of the Year VIll. (1799) ; (5) 
the Imperial Coubtitution, 1804 ; (6) tlie Constitution proclaimed by the Senate 
and Ftovi^ional Government, 1814 ; (7) the Constitutional Cliarter, 1814 
(Bestoration) ; (8) the Additional Act (AcCe Atfdiiiojinel), 1815, remodelling the 
Imperial Constitution ; (9) the Constitutional Charter of 1830 (T-ouis Philippe) ; 
(10) the Bepiiblic of 1848; (11) the Second Imperial Constitution, 1852; (12) 
the present Republic, 1870-75. See generally H(*lie,*Zes Consti/i/itonJ de la 
France ; and Buguit et Monnier, LetACmistiiviioiis de la Fiance (Benxieme ed»)* 

It is possible either to lengthen or to shorten the list of French Constitutions 
aecording to the view which the person forming the list takes of the extent of 
the change in the arrangements pf a state necessary to form a new constitution. 

46q 
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The provisions enacted with this ohject were in substance as 
follows : — An ordinary Legislative Assembly was elected for two 
years. No change in the Constitution could take place until 
three successive Legislative Assemblies should have expressed 
their wish for a change in some article of the Constitution. 
On a resolution in f.avour of such reform having been carried in 
three successive legislatures or Parliaments, the ensuing Legis- 
lative Assembly was to be increased by the addition of 249 
members, and this increased Legislature was to constitute an 
Assembly of Revision. 

This Assembly of Revision was tied down, as far as the end 
could be achieved by the words of the Constitution, to debate on 
those matters only which were submitted to the consideration of 
the Assembl}’’ by the resolution of the three precetling legislatures. 
The authority, therefore, of the Assembly was restricted to a 
partial revision of the Constitution. The moment this revision 
was finished the 249 additional members were to withdraw, and 
the Assembly of Revision was thereupon to sink back into the 
position of an ordinary legi.slaturc. If the Constitution of 1791 
had continued in existence, no change in its articles could, under 
any circumstances, have been effected in less than six years. 
But this drag upon hasty legislation was not, in the eyes of the 
authors of the Constibition, a sufficient guarantee against in- 
considerate innovations.^ They specially provided that the two 
consecutive legislative bodies which were to meet after the pro- 
clamation of the Constitution, should have no authority even 
to propo.se the reform of any article contained therein. The 
intended consequence was that for at least ten years (1791-1801) 
the bases of the Fi'ench government should remain unchanged 
and unchangeahle." 

The Republicans of. 1793 agreed with the Constitutionalists 
of 1791 ill placing the foundations of the State outside the 
limits of ordinary legislation, but adopted a different method of 
revision. Constitutional changes were under the Constitution of 
1793 made dependent, not on the action of the ordinary legisla- 
ture, but on the will of the people. Upon the demand of a 
tenth of the primary assemblies in more than half of the Depart- 
ments of the Republic, the legislature was bound to convoke all 
the primary assemblies, and submit to them the question of 
convening a national convention for the revision of the Con- 
stitution. The vote of these Assemblies thereupon decided for 

' A. Tesolvitioii was proposed, tliough 5iot oairied, that the articles of the 
Con<;litution should he imchangeable for a period of thirty years. H41ie, Les 
Constitutions de la France^ p. 302. 

^ See Constitution of 1791, Tit. vli. 
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or against the meeting of a convention, and therefore whether a 
revision should take place. 

Assuming that they decided in favour of a revision, a con- 
vention, elected in the same manner as the ordinary legislature, 
was to be forthwith convened, and to occupy itself as regards 
the Constitution with those subjects only which should have 
caused (oaf notivl) the convention to be assembled. On the 
expressed wish, in short, of the majority of the citizens, a 
legislature was to be convoked with a limited authority to 
reform certain articles of the Constitution.* 

The Republican and Directorial Constitution again, of 1795, 
rested, like its predecessors, on the assumption that it was of 
primary importance to make constitutional changes difficult, and 
also recognised the danger of again creating a despotic sovereign 
assembly like the famous, and hated. Convention. 

The devices by which it was sought to guard against both 
sudden innovations, and the tyranny of a constituent assembly, 
can be understood only by one who remembers that, under 
the Directorial Constitution, the legislature consisted of two 
bodies, namely, the Council of Ancients, and the Council of Five 
Hundred. A proposal for any change in the Constitution was 
necessarily to proceed from the Council of Ancients, and to be 
ratified by the Council of Five Hundred. After such a pro- 
posal had been duly made and ratified thrice in nine years, at 
periods distant from each other by at least three years, an 
Assembly of Revision was to be convoked. This Assembly 
constituted what the Americans now term a “ constitutional 
convention.” It was a body elected ad hoc, whose meeting did 
iu)t in any way suspend the authority of the ordinary legislature, 
or of the Executive. The authority of the Assembly of Revision 
was further confined to the revision of those articles submitted 
to its consideration by the legi.slature. It could in no case sit 
for more than three months, and had no other duty than to 
prepjire a plan of reform (^projd de reforme) for the consideration 
of the primary Assemblies of the Republic. When once this 
duty had been performed, the Assembly of Revision was ipso 
facto dissolved. The Constitution not only carefully provided 
that the Assembly of Revision should take no part in the 
government, or in ordinary legislation, but also enacted that until 
the changes proposed by the Assembly should have been accepted 

the people the existing Constitution should remain in force. 

The Consular and ImperisJ Constitutions, all with more or less 


* Constitution du 5 Fructidor, An. III., articles 336-350, H^lie, pp. 436, 
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directness, made changes in the Constitution depend, first, upon 
a »enatiis consulUm or resolution of the Senate ; and, next, on 
the ratification of the change by a popular vote or plebiscite.^ 
This may be considered the normal Xapoleonic system of consti- 
tutional reform. It makes all changes dependent on the will of 
a body, in eft'ect, appointed by the E.xecutive, and makes them 
subject to the sanction of a p>opnlai' vote taken in such a manner 
that the electors can at best only either reject or, as in fact they 
always have done, affirm the proposals submitted to them b}' the 
Executive. No opportunity is given for debate or for amendments 
of the proposed innovations. We may assume that even under 
the form of Parliamentary Imperialism sketched out in the Addi- 
tional Act of 23rd Aijril 1815, the revision of the Constitution 
was intended to depend on the will of the Senate and the ratifi- 
cation of the people. The Additional Act is, however, in one 
respect very remai-kahle. It absolutely prohibits aii}’^ proposal 
which should have for its object the llestoration of the Bourbons, 
the re-establishment of feudal rights, of tithes, or of an established 
Church {cmUc et dominant), or which should in iiiiy way 

revoke the sale of the national domains, or, in others nords, should 
unsettle tlie title of French landowmers. This attempt to place 
certain principles beyond the influence, not only of ordinarj’ 
legislation hut of coii-stitutional change, recalls to the student of 
English history the Cromwellian Constitution of 1053, and the 
determination of the Protector that certain pidnciples should be 
regarded as “ fundamentals " not to be touched by Parliament, 
nor, as far as would appear, by any other body in the State. 

The Republic of ISiS brought again into prominence the 
di.stinction between laws changeable by the legislature in its 
ordinary legislative capacity, and articles of the Constitution 
changeable only with special difficulty, and by an assembly 
specially elected for the purpose of revision. The process of 
change was elaborate. The ordinary legislative body was elected 
for three years. This body could not itself modify any constitu- 
tional article. It could however, in its third year, resolve that 
a total or partial revision of the Constitution was desii'able ; such 
a resolution was invalid unless voted thrice at three sittings, 
each divided from the other by at least the period of a month, 
unless 500 members voted, and unless the resolution were 
affirmed by three-fourths of the votes given. 

On the resolution in favour of a constitutional change being 
duly carried, there was to be elected an assembly of revision. 
This assembly, elected for three months only, and consisting of a 


' See Helie, Les Const Uulums de la Piunct, pj). 096-698. 
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larger number than the ordinary legislature, vas bound to occupy 
itself with the revision for Avhich it was convoked, but might, if 
necessary, pass ordinary laws. It was therefore intended to bo 
a constituent body superseding the ordinary legislature.’- 

The second Empire revived, in substance, the legislative system 
of the first, and constitutional changes again became dependent 
upon a resolution of the Senate, and ratification by a popular vote.^ 
The existing Republic is, in. many respects, unlike any pre- 
ceding polity created by French statesmanship. The articles of 
the Constitution are to be found, not in one document, but in 
several constitutional laws enacted by the National Assembly 
which met in 1871. These laws however cannot be changed 
by the oi’dinary legislature — the Senate and the Chamber of 
Deputies — acting in its ordinary legislative character. The two 
Chambers, in order to effect a change in the constitutional 
manner, must, in the first place, each separately resolve that a 
revision of the Constitution is desirable. When each have passed 
this resolution, the two Chambers meet together, and when 
thus assembled and voting together as a National Assembly, or 
Congress, have power to change any part, as they have in fact 
changed some parts, of the constitutional laws.® 

I have omitted to notice the constitutional Charter of 1814, 
granted by Louis XVIII., and the Charter of 1830, accepted by 
Louis Philippe. The omission is intentional. Neither of these 
documents contains any special enactments for its amendment. 
An Englishman would infer that the articles of the Charter 
could be abrogated or amended by the process of ordinary legis- 
lation. The inference may be correct. The constitutionalists of 
1814 and 1830 meant to found a constitutional monarchy of the 
English type, and therefore may have meant the Crown and the 
two Houses to be a sovereign Parliament. The inference how- 
ever, as already pointed out,* is by no means certain. Louis 
Xyill. may have meant that the articles of a constitution granted 
as a charter by the Crown, should be modifiable only at the will 
of the grantor. Louis Philippe may certainly have wished that 
the foundations of his system of government should be legally 
immutable. However this may have been, one thing is clear, 
namely, that French constitutionalists have, as a rule, held firmly 
Ito the view that the foundations of the Constitution ought not 
to be subject to sudden changes at the will of the ordinary 
legislature. 

^ See Constitution, 1848, art. III. 

® IhiA. 1852, arts. 31, 32 ; H«ie. p. 1170. 

^ See Constitutional Law, 1873, art. 8. 

■* See pp. 118-120, anU. 
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Secondly, French statesmen have Tievcr fully recognised 
the inconveniences and the perils wliich may arise from the 
excessive rigidity of a constitution. They have hardly perceived 
that the ijower of a minority to place a veto for a period of many 
years on a reform desired by the nation provides an excuse or a 
reason for revolution. 

The authors of the existing Republic have, in this respect, 
learnt something from experience. They have indeed preserved 
the distinction between the Constitution and ordinary laws, but 
they have included but a small number of rules among constitu- 
tional articles, and have so facilitated the process of revision as 
to make the existing chambers all but a sovereign Parliament. 
Whether this is on the whole a gain or not, is a point on which 
it were most unwise to pronounce an opinion. All that is here 
insisted uj^on is that the present generation of Frenchmen have 
perceived that a constitution may be too rigid for use or for 
safety.! 

Thirdly, An English critic smiles at the labour wasted in 
France on the attempt to make immutable Constitutions which, 
on an average, have lasted about ton years apiece. The 
edifice, he reflects, erected by the genius of the first great 
National Assembly, could not, had it stood, have been legally 
altered till 1801 — that is, till the date when, after three consti- 
tutions had broken down, Bonaparte was erecting a despotic 
Empire. The Directorial Republic of 1795 could not, if it had 
lasted, have been modified in the smallest particular till 1804, at 
which date the Empire was already in full vigour. 

But the irony of fate does not convict its victims of folly, and, 
if we look at the state of the world as it stood when France 
began her experiments in constitution-making, there Avas nothing 
ridiculous in the idea that the fundamental laws of a country 
ought to be changed but slowly, or in the anticipation that the 
institutions of France Avould not require frequent alteration. 
The framework of the English Constitution had, if Ave except the 
Union between England and Scotland, stood, as far as foreigners 
could observe, unaltered for a century, and if the English Parlia- 
ment Avas theoretically able to modify any institution AA'hatever, 
the Parliaments of George III. Avere at least as little likely to 
change any law which could be considered constitutional as a 
modern Parliament to abolish the Crown. In fact it Avas not 
till nearly forty years after the meeting of the States General 

* See as to the circumstaaces which expUin the chanuster of the existing Con- 
stitution of France, Lowell, CfovenimefUs and Parties in Continental Europe, i. 
pp. 7-14, and note that the present constitution has already lasted longer than 
any constitution which has existed in France sinct 1789. 
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(1829) Lliat any serious modification was made in the form of the 
government of England. No one in Franco or in England could 
a century ago foresee the condition of pacific revolution to which 
modern Englishmen had become so accustomed as hardly to feel 
its strangeness. The newly-founded Constitution of the United 
States showed every sign of stability, and has lasted more than a 
century without undergoing any material change of form. It was 
reasonable enough therefore for the men of 1789 to consider that 
'a well-built constitution might stand for a long time without 
the need of repair. 

Fourthly, The errors committed by French constitutionalists 
have been, if we may judge by the event, in the main, twofold. 
Frenchmen have always been blind to the fact that a constitu- 
tion may be undermined by the passing of laws which, without 
(nominally changing its provisions, violate its principles. They 
have therefore failed to provide any adequate means, such as 
those adopted by the founders of the United States, for rendering 
unconstitutional legislation inoperative. They have in the next 
place, generally, though not invai’iably, underrated the dangers 
of convoking a constituent assembly, which, as its meeting sus- 
'pends the authority of the established legislature and Executive, 
IS likely to become a revolutionary convention. 

Fifthly, The Directorial Constitution of 1795 is, from a 
theoretical point of view, the most interesting among the French 
experiments in the art of constitution-making. Its authors knew 
by experience the risks to which revolutionary movements are 
exposed, and showed much ingenuity in their devices for mini- 
mising the perils involved in revisions of the Constitution. In 
entrusting the task of revision to an assembly elected ad hoc, 
which met for no other ijurpose, and which had no authority to 
interfere with or suspend the action of the established legislative 
bodies or of the Execirtive, they formed a true constitutional 
convention in the American sense of that term,^ and, if 'WC may 
judge by transatlantic experience, adopted by far the wisest method 
hitherto invented for iirtrotlucing changes iirto a written and r-igid 
constitution. The establishmcirt, again, of the principle that all 
amendments voted by the A.ssembly of Revision must be referred 
to a popular vote, and could not come into force until accepted 
by the people, was an anticipation of the Referendum which has 
now taken firm root in Switzerland, and may, under one shape or 
another, become in the future a recognised part of all democratic 

» 

’ See tlie word "Convention” in t!ie American Encyclopcedia of American 
Science ; and Bryce, American Commonwealth; i. (3rd ed.), App. on Constitutional 
Conventions, p. 667. a 
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polities. It is worth while to direct the reader's attention to the 
ingenuity displayed by the constitution -makers of 1795, both 
because their resourcefulness stands in marked contrast with the 
want of invcntivene.ss which marks the work of most French 
constitutionalists, and because the incapacity of the Directorial 
Government, in the work of administration, has diverted atten- 
tion from the skill displayed by the founders of the Directorate 
in some parts of their constitutional creation. 


NOTE II 

DIVISION OF POWEllS IN FEDERAL STATES 

A STUDENT who wishes to understand the principles which, 
under a given sy.stem of federalism, determine the division of 
authority between the nation or the central government on the 
one hand, and the Strtes ou the other, should examine the 
following points -.—first, whether it is the National Government or 
the States to which belong only “definite” pow'crs, i.e. only tho 
powers definitely assigned to it under the Constitution ; secondly 
whether the cnactinoiits of the Federal legislature can be by any 
tribunal or other authority nullified or trciited as void; thirdly, 
to what extent the Federal government can control the legisla- 
tion of the separate States ; and fourthly, W'hat is the natui'e 
of the body (if such there be) having authority to amend the 
Constitution. 

It is interesting to compare on these iioints the 2 U'ovisions of 
five differont federal systems. 

A. The United Stofes. — 1. The powers conferred by tho Con- 
stitution oti the United States are strictly “definite” or defined; 
the powers left to the seijarate Stiites are “indefinite” or undefined. 
“ The powers not delegated to the United States by the Con- 
“stitiition, nor prohibited by it to the States, arc reserved to 
“ the States rospectivcly, or to the people.” ^ The consequence 
is that the United States (that is, the National Government) 
can claim no power not conferred upon the United States either 
directly or impliedly by the Constitution. Every State in the 
Union can claim to exercise any power belonging to an inde- 
pendent nation which has not be^n directly or indirectly taken 
away from the States by the Constitution. 


* Coiistitutiou of United States, .tnieudnient 10. 
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2. Federal legislation is as much subject to the Constitution 
as the legislation of the States. An enactment, whether of 
Congress or of a State legislature, %vhich is opposed to the Consti- 
tution, is void, and will be treated as such by the Courts. 

3. The Federal government has no power to annul or disallow 
State legislation. The State Constitutions do not owe their 
existence to the Federal government, nor do they require its 
sanction. The Constitution of the United States, however, 
guarantees to every State a Eepublican Government, and the 
Federal government has, it is submitted, the right to put down, 
or rather is under the duty of putting down, any State Con- 
stitution which is not “ l'{e 2 )ublicau,” whatever be the proper 
definition of that tci'iii. 

4. Changes in the Constitution require for their enactment 
the sanction of three-fourths of the States, and it would appear 
that constitutionally no State can be deju’ived of its equal 
suffrage in the Senate without its consent.^ 

B. The Swiss Confederation. — 1. The authority of the national 
government or Federal power is definite, the authority of each 
of the Cantons is indefinite.® 

2. Federal legislation must be treated as valid by the Courts. 
But a law passed by the Federal Assembly must, on demand of 
either 30,000 citizens or of eight Canton.s, be referred to a 
popular vote for approval or rejection. It would appear that 
the Fedei-al Court can treat as invalid Cantonal laws which 
violate the Constitution. 

3. The Federal authorities have no jmw'er of disallowing or 
annulling a Cantonal law. But the Cantonal Constitutions, and 
amendments thereto, need the guarantee of the Confederacy. 
This guarantee will not be given to articles in a Cantonal 
Constitution which are repugnant to the Federal Constitution, and 
amendments to a Cantonal Constitution do not, I am informed, 
come into force until they receive the Federal guarantee. 

4. The Federal Constitution can be revised only by a com- 
bineil majority of the Swiss people, and of the Swiss Cantons. 
No amendment of tlie Constitution can be constitutionally effected 
which is not apjjroved of by a majority of the Cantons. 

C. The Canadian Dominmi. — 1. The authority of the Dominion, 
or Federal, government is indefinite or undefined ; the authority 
of the States or Provinces is definite or defined, and indeed 
defined within narrow limits.® 


^ Constitution of United States, ni’t. 5. 

® See Constitution Fcderale, nrt. 3. 

® See I ritislPNorth America Act, 1867* ss. 91, 92. 
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From a federal point of view this is the fiindiimenttil difference 
between the Constitution of the Dominion on the one hand, and the 
Constitution of the United States or of Switzerland on the other. 

The Dominion Parliament can legislate on all matters not 
exclusively assigned to the Provincial legislatures. The Pro- 
vincial or State Legislatures can legislate only on certain matters 
exclusively assigned to them. Congress, on the other hand, 
or the Swiss Federal Assembly, can legislate only on certain 
definite matters assigned to it by the Constitution ; the States 
or Cantons retain all powei"!, exercised by legislation or other- 
wise not specially taken away from them by the Constitution. 

2. The legislation of the Federal, or Dominion, Parliament 
is as much subject to the Constitution {i.e. the British Xorth 
America Act, 1867) as the legislation of the Provinces. Any 
Act passed, cither by the Dominion Parliament or by a Pro- 
vincial Legislature, which i.s inconsistent Avith the Constitution is 
A'oid, and will be treated as void by the Courts. 

3. The Doniinioii Government has authority to disallow the 
Act passed by a Provincial legislature. This disalloAvaucc may 
be exercised even in respect of Provincial Acts which arc con- 
stitutional, i.e. Avithiii the potvers assigned to the Provincial 
legislatures under the Constitution.* 

4. The Constitution of the Dominion depends on an Imperial 
statute ; it can, therefore, except as provided by the statute 
itself, he changed only by an Act of the Imperial Parliament. The 
Parliament of the Dominion cannot, as such, change any part of 
the Canadian Constitution. It may howes'er, to a limited extent, 
by its action Avhen combined svith that of a Provincial legislature, 
modify the Constitution for the purpose of producing uniformity 
of laws in the Provinces of the Dominion.^ 

But a Provincial legislature can under the British North 
America Act, 1867, s. 92, sub-s. 1, amend the Constitution of 
the Province. The law, however, amending the ProAuncial Con- 
stitution is, in common Avith other Provincial legislation, subject 
to disallowance by the Dominion government. 

D. Tlie Commonwealth of Australia. — 1. The authority of the 
Federal government is definite; the authority of each of the 
States, vested in the Parliament thereof, is indefinite.^ 

2. Federal legislation {i.e. the legislation of the Commonwealth 
Parliament) is as much subject to the constitution as the legisla- 
tion of the State Parliaments. An enactment whether of the 

* See Britisli North America Act, 1867, b, 90 ; and Bourinot, Parliamentary 
Practice and ProeedarCy pp. 76-81. 

® Britifth North America Act, 1867, s, 94. 

® Commonwealth Constitution Act, bs. 51, 52; 106, 107. 
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Commonwealth Parliament or of a State legislature which is 
opposed to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, is void and 
will be treated as such by the Courts. 

3. The Federal or Commonwealth government has no power 
to annul or disallow either directly or indirectly the legislation 
of a State Parliament. 

4. Amendments of the Commonwealth Constitution may be 
effected by a bill passed by the Commoinvealth Parliament, or 
under some circumstances by one only of the Houses of the 
Commonwealth Parliament, and approved of by a majority of the 
voting electors of the Commonw'ealth, and also by a majority of 
the States thereof.^ 

Note however that (i.) many provisions of the Constitution 
may under the Constitution be changed by an ordinary Act of 
the Commonwealth Parliament.® 

(ii.) The Commonwealth Constitution being an Act of the 
Imperial Parliament may be altered or abolished by an Act of 
the Imperial Parliament. 

E. The German Empire, — 1. The authority under the Constitu- 
tion of the Imperial (Federal) power is a2)parently finite or 
defined, whilst the authority of the States making up the 
Federation is indefinite or undefined. 

This statement, however, must be understood subject to two 
limitations : first, the powers assigned to the Imperial govern- 
ment are very large ; secondly, the Imperial legislature can change 
the Constitution.® 

2. Imperial legislation at any rate, if carried through in a 
Ijroper fonn, cannot aiiijareiitly be “unconstitutional,"'* but it 
would appear that State legislation is void, if it conflicts with the 
Constitution, or with Imperial legislation.® 

3. Whether the Imperial goveniment has any power of 
annulling a State law on the ground of unconstitutionality is not 
very clear, but as far as a foreigner can judge, no such jjower 
exists under the Imperial Constitution. The internal constitutional 
conflicts which may arise within any State may, under certain 
circumstances, be ultimately determined by Imperial authority.® 

4. The Constitution may be changed by the Imperial 
(Federal) legislature in the way of ordinary legislation. But no 

* Constitution, s. 128. ® See e.g. Constitution, ss. 7, 10. 

® See Reiehsverfossung, arts. 2 anil 78. 

* See on tlie moot question wlietlier the Eeichsgeriobt and the Courts generally 
can tivat a statute passed by the Dfet (Reichstag) as nuconstitutional, Lowell, 
Governments and Parlies in Continental Europe, i. pp. 282-284. 

° Reicbsrerfassuug, art.' 2 ; and Labaud, Staalsreeht des Deutschen Reiches, 
s. 10. 0 “ Reicbsverfassun°' art. 76. 
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law auietidiiig tlie Constitution «in Ije carried, if opposed by 
fourteen votes in the Federal Council (Bundesrath). This gives 
in effect a “ veto ” on constitutional changes to Prussia and to 
several combinations of other States. 

Certain rights, moreover, are reserved to several States whieh 
cannot be changed under the Constitution, e.vcept with the 
assent of the State possessing the riglit.^ 


NOTE III 

DISTINCTION BETWEEN A PARLIAMENTARY EXECUTIVE AND 
A NON-PARLIAMENTARY EXECUTIVE 

Eepresentative government, of one kind or another, exists at 
this moment in most European countries, as well as in all countries 
which come within the influence of European ideas ; there are few 
civilised states in which legislative power is not exercised by a 
wholly, or partially, elective Ixfdy of a more or less popular or 
representative character. Representative government, however, 
does not mean everywhere one and the same thing. It exhibits 
or tends to exhibit two different forms, or types, which are 
diserhninated from each other by the difference of the relation 
between the executive and the legislature. ■ Under the one form 
of representative government the legislature, or, it may be, the 
elective portion thereof, appoints and dismisses the executive 
which under these circumstances is, in general, chosen from 
among the members of the legislative body. Such an executive 
may appropriately be termed a ‘‘ parliamentary executive.” 

[■■ The Sovlh African Union . — The constitution of tlie Soutli African Union, it 
lias been well suid, “is frankly not in any real sense federal." The Act niider 
wliich it is fi allied “ does not icstrict in any siibstantml inaiiner the Parliament’s 
power to alter the provibioiis of the Constitution. It is especially laid down in 
s. 152 that Parliament imiy by law repeal or alter any of the provisions of the 
Act, provided that no provision thereof for the operation of wliidi a definite period 
of time IS fixed shall be repealed or altered Iwjfore the expiration of such period, 
and also provided that no repeal or alteration of the provisions of the section 
itself, or of ss. 33 and 3 1 relative to the numbers of the members of the Legis- 
lative Assembly, prior to the expiration of ten years, or until the total number of 
inoiiibers of the Assembly has reached 150, whichever occurs later, or of the pco' 
visions of s. 35 relative to the qualifications of electors to the House of Assembly, 
or of s. 1 37 as to the use of languages, shall be valid, unless the Bill containing 
the alterations is passed at a joint sitting of the Houses, and at its third reading 
by not less than two-thirds of the total ‘number of members of both Houses* 
The section is well worded, as it obviates the possible evasion of its spirit by the 
alteration of the section itself." Keith, South African Union, Reprinted from the 
Journal of the Society of Comparative Legislation, pp. 50. 51, See also Braud, 
The Union of South Africa, especially chap, xi J 
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Under the otlier form of representative government the execu- 
tive, whetlier it be an Emijcror and his Ministers, or a President 
and his Cabinet, is not appointed by the legislature.' Such an 
executive may appropriately be termed a “ non-parliamentary 
executive.” As to this distinction between the two forms 
of rejn’esentfitive government, which, though noticed of recent 
times by authors of eminence, has hardly been given sufficient 
prominence in treatises on the theory or the practice of the 
English constitution, two or three points are worth attention. 

Firsts The distinction aflords a new principle for the classi- 
fication of constitutions, and brings into light new points both 
of affinity and difference. Thus if the character of polities be 
tested by the nature of their executives, the constitutions of 
England, of Belgium, of Italy, and of the existing French 
Bepublic, all, it will be found, belong substantially to one and the 
same class; for under each of these constitutions there exists a 
jjarliamentary executive. The constitutions, on the other hand, 
of the United States and of the German Empire, as also the con- 
stitution of France in the time of the Second Republic, all belong 
to another and different class, since under each of these con- 
stitutions there is to bo found a non-i)arliamcntary executive. 
This method of groitping diffei’ont forms of representative 
government is ceitainly not •without its advantages. It is 
instructive to perceive that the Republican democracy of America 
and the Imperial goA'enimeiit of Germany have at least one 
imjAortant feature in common, Avhich distinguishes them no less 
from the constitutional monarchy of England than from the 
democratic Republic of France. ^ 

Secondly, The practical jiower of .a legislative body, or parlia- 
ment, greatly depends upon its ability to apj)oint and dismiss 
the executive ; the possession of this p)OAver is the source of at 
least half the authority ivEich, at the present day, has accrued to 
the English House of Commons. The assertion, indeed, would be 
substantially true that parliamenbiry government, in the full 
sense of that term, docs not exist, unless, and until, the members 
of the executive body hold office at the pleasure of parliament, 
and that, Avhen their tenure of office does depend on the 
iffeasure of lAarliament, parliamentary government has reached 
its full development and been transformed into government by 
pai’liament. But, though this is so, it is equally true that 
the distinction between a constitution Avith a parliamentfiry 
executive and a constitution Avjjth a non-parliamentary executive 
does not square Avith the distinction insisted upon in the body 
of this Avork, betAveen a constitution in Avbich there exists a 
sovereign parliament and ja constitution in Avhich there exists 
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a non-sovereign parliament. The English rarliamcnt, it is 
true, is a sovereign body, and the real English executive — the 
Cabinet — is in fact, though not in name, a parliamentary execu- 
^ tive. But the combination of parliamentary sovereignty with a 
parliamentary executive is not essential but accidental. The 
English Parliament has been a sovereign power for centuries, but 
down at any rate to the Ecvolution of 1689 the government of 
England was in the hands of a non-parliamentary executive. So 
again it is at least maintainable that in Germany the Federal 
Council (Bundesrath) and the Federal Diet (Reichstag) constitute 
together a sovereign legislatiu-e.^ But no one with recent events 
before his eyes can assert that the German Empire is governed 
by a pai’liamentarj' executive. In this matter, as in many others, 
instruction may be gained fi-om a study of the history of parlia- 
mentary government in Ireland. In modern times both the 
critics and the admirers of the constitution popularly identified 
with the name of Grattan, -which existed from 1782 to 1800, 
feel that there is something strange and perplexing in the 
position of the Irish Parliament. The peculiarity of the case, 
which it is far easier for its to perceive than it was for Grattan 
and his contemporaries, lies mainly in the fact that, while the 
Irish Parliament was from 1782 an admittedly sovereign legisla-^ 
ture, and whilst it was probably intended by all parties that the 
Irish Houses of Parliament should, in their legislation for Ireland, 
be as little checked by the royal veto as were the English Houses 
of Parliament, yet the Irish executive was as regards the Irish 
Parliament in no sense a parliamentary executive, for it was in 
reality appointed and dismissed by the English Ministry. It 
would be idle to suppose that mere defects in constitutional 
mechanism would in themselves have caused, or that the most 
ingenious of constitutional devices would of themselves have 
averted, the failure of Grattan’s attempt to secure the parlia- 
mentary independence of Ireland. Bub a critic of constitutions 
may, without absurdity, assert that in 1782 the combination of a 
sovereign parliament with a non-parliamentary executive made 
it all but certain that Grattan’s constitution must either he 
greatly modified or come to an end. For our present purpose, 
however, all that need be noted is -that this combination, which 
to modern critics seems a strange one, did in fact exist during 
the whole period of Irish parliamentary independence. And 
as the existence of a sovereign parliament does not necessitate 
the existence of a parliamentary, executive, so a parliamentary 
executive constantly coexists with a non-sovereign parliament. 
This is exemplified by the constitution of Belgium as of every 

« 

^ See the Iinperial Constitution, Arts 2 and 78. 
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English colony endowed with representative institutions and 
responsible government. 

The difference figain between a parliamentary and a non- 
parlijimentary executive, though it covers, does not correspond 
with a distinction, strongly insisted on by Bagehot, between 
, Cabinet Government and Presidential Government.’- Cabinet 
Government, as that term is used by him and by most writers, 
is one form, and by far the most usual form, of a parliamentary 
executive, and the Presidential Government of America, which 
Bagehot had in his mind, is one form, though certainly not the 
only form, of a non-jiarliamentary executive. But it would be 
easy to imagine a parliamentary executive which was not a 
Cabinet, and something of the sort, it may be suggested, actually 
existed in France during the period when Monsieur Thiers and 
Marshal MacMahon were each successively elected chief of the 
executive irower by the French National Assembly,® and there 
certainly may exist a non-jiarliamentary executive which cannot 
be identified with Presidential government. Such for example 
is at the present moment the executive of the German Empire. 
The Emperor is its real head ; he is not a President ; neither he, 
nor the Ministers he appoints, are appointed or dismissiblc by 
the body which wo may designate as the Federal Parliament. 

Thirdly, The English constitution as we now hnow it presents 
here, as elsewhere, more than one paradox. The Cabinet is, in 
reality and in fact, a parliamentary executive, for it is in truth 
chosen, though by a very indirect jrrocess, and may be dismissed 
by the House of Commons, and its members are invariably 
selected from among the members of one or other House of 
Parliament. But, in apjjcarance and in name, the Cabinet is 
now what it originally was, a non-parliamentary executive ; every 
Minister is the servant of the Crown, and is in form ajrpointed 
and dismissiblc, not by the House of Commons, nor by the 
Houses of Parliament, but by the King. 

It is a matter of curious speculation, whether the English 
Cabinet may not at this moment be undergoing a gradual and, 
as yet, scarcely noticed change of character, under -which it may 
be transformed fi'om a parliamentary into a non-j)arliamentary 
executive. The possibility of such a change is suggested by the 
increasing authority of the electorate. Even as it is, a general 
election may be in effect, though not in name, a popular election 
of a particular statesman to the Premiership. It is at any rate 
conceivable that the time mag come when, though all the forms 
of the English constitution remain tinchanged, an English Prime 
Minister will be as truly elected to office by a popular vote as is 
o 

* Sec Bagehot. English Ct^nsiituiiinx (ed, 1878), I'p. 16 and following. 

^ See Hclle, Lea Conatitutiona de la France^ pp. 1360, 1307. 
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an American President. It should never be forgotten that the 
American President is theoretically elected by electors who never 
exercise any personal choice whatever, and is in fact chosen by 
citizens who have according to the letter of the constitution no 
more right to elect a President than an English elector hiis to 
elect a Prime Minister. 

Fourthly, Each kind of executive possesses certain obvious 
mefits and certain obvious defects. 

A parliamentary executive, which for the sake of simplicity we 
may identify with a Cabinet, can hardly come into conflict with 
the legislature, or, at any rate, with that part of it by which 
the Cabinet is appointed and kept in power. Cabinet go^■ernment 
has saved England from those conflicts between tlie executive and 
the legislative power which in the United States have impeded the 
proper conduct of public affairs, and in France, as in some other 
countries, have given rise to violence and revolution. A par- 
liamentary Cabinet must from the necessity of the case be 
intensely sensitive and amenable to the fluctuations of parlia- 
mentary opinion, and bo anxious, in matters of administration 
no less than in matters of legislation, to meet the wishes, and 
oven the fancies, of the body to which the Ministry owes its 
existence. The “ flexibility,” if not exactly of the constitution 
yet of our -whole English system of government, depends, in 
practice, fpiite as much upon the nature of the Cabinet as upon 
the legal sovereignty of the English Parliament. But Cabinet 
government is inevitably marked by .a defect which is nothing 
more than the wrong side, so to speak, of its merits. A parlia- 
mentary executive must by the law of its nature follow, or tend 
to follow, the lead of Parliament. Hence under a system of 
Cabinet government tbe administration of att'airs is ajrt, in all 
its details, to reflect not only the permanent will, but also the 
temporary wishes, or transient passions and fancies, of a parlia- 
mentary majority, or of the electors from whose good will the 
majority derives its authority. A i)arliamentary executive, in 
short, is likely to become the creature of the parliament by which 
it is created, and to share, though in a modified foi-m, the weak- 
nesses which are inherent in the rule of an elective assembly. 

The merits and defects of a nou-parliamentary executive are 
the exact opposite of the merits and defects of a parliamentary 
executive. Each form of administration is strong where the 
other is weak, and weak where the other is strong. The strong 
point of a non-parliamentary executive is its comparative-inde- 
pendence. Wherever representative government exists, the head 
of the administration, be he an Emperor or a President, of course 
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prefers to be on good terms with and to have the support of the 
legislative body. But tlie German Emperor need not pay any- 
thing like absolute deference to the wishes of the Diet; an 
American President can, if he chooses, run counter to the 
opinion of Congress. Either Emireror or President, if he be 
a man of strong Avill and decided opinions, can in many 
respects give effect as head of the executive to his own views 
of sound policy, even though he may, for the moment, offend 
not only the legislature but also the electors. Nor can it be 
denied that the head of a non-parliamcntary executive may, 
ill virtue of his independence, oceasionalij’ confer great benefits 
on the nation. Many Germans would now admit that the King 
of Prussia and Prince Bismarck did, just because the Prussian 
executive was in fact, whatever the theoiy of the constitution, 
a lion-parliamentary c.vceutive, pursue a policj'^ which, though 
steadily opposed bj’' the Prussian House of llepresentatii’cs, laid 
the foundation of German imwer. There was at least one 
occasion, and probably more existed, on which President Lincoln 
rendered aii untold service to the United States by acting, in 
defiance of the sciitiineiit of the moment, on bis own conviction 
as to the course retpiircd bj' sound policy. But an executive 
which docs not depend for its existence on parliamentary sup- 
port, clearly niaj', and sometimes will, come into conflict with 
parliament. The short histoi-y of the second French Republic 
is, from the election of Louis Napoleon to the Presidency down 
to the C'oiyi d'Etat of the 2ik1 of December, little else than 
the story of the contest between the French executive and the 
French legislature. This straggle, it may bo said, arose from 
the peculiar imsitiou of Louis Napoleon as being at once the 
President of the lleiniblic and the I’epreseiitative of the Napole- 
onic dynastj'. But the contest between Andrew Johnson and 
Congress, to give no other example.s, provc.s that a conflict 
between a noii-parliameiitary executive and the legislature may 
arise where tlierc is no (piestioii of claim to a tlirone, and among 
a jjcople far more given to respect the law of the hmd than arc 
the French. 

Fifilili/, The founders of constitutions have more than once' 
attempted to create a go\'erning body rvliich should combine the 
cliaracteristic.s, and exhibit, as it wjis hoped, the merits without 
the defects both of a parliamentary and of a non-parliamentary 
executive. The means used for the attainment of this end have 
almost of necessity been thp formation under one shape or 
another of an administration which, while created, should not he 
dismissible, by the legislature. These attempts to construct a 
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semi-parliamentary execiitive repay careful study, but have not 
been crowned, in general, with success. 

The Directory which from 1795 to 1799 formed the govern- 
ment of the French Eepublic was, under a very complicated 
system of choice, elected by the two councils which constituted 
the legislature or parliament of the Republic. The Directors 
could not be dismissed by the Councils. Every year one Director 
at least was to retire from office. “The foresight,” it has 
been well said, “ of [the Directorial] Constitution was infinite : 
“ it prevented popular violence, the encroachments of power, and 
“ provided for all the perils which the dift'erent crises of the 
“Revolution had displaj’ed. If an}' Constitution could have 
“become firmly established at that period [1795], it was the 
“directorial constitution.”^ It lasted for four years. Within 
two years the majority of the Directoi'y and the Councils were at 
open war. Victory was determined in favour of the Directors 
by a coup d’etat, followed by the transportation of their opponents 
in the legislature. 

It may be said, and with truth, that the Directorial Consti- 
tution never hud a fair trial, and that at a time when the forces 
of reaction and of revohitiou were contending for supremacy with 
alternating success and failure, nothing but the autliority of 
a successful general could have given order, and no power what- 
ever could have given constitutional liberty, to Franco. In 1875 
France was again engaged in the consti’uction of a Republican 
Constitution. The endeavour was again made to create an 
executive power which should neither be hostile to, nor yet 
absolutely dej)endent upon, the legishituie. The outcome of 
these efforts was the system of Presidential government, which 
nominally still e.xists in France. The President of the Itejmblie 
is elected by the Isational Assembly, that is, by the Chamber of 
Deputies and the Senate (or, as wc should say in England, by 
the two Houses of Parliament) sitting together. He holils office 
for a fixed period of seven ycai-s, and is re-eligible ; he jjossesses, 
nominally at least, considerable powers ; he appoints the Ministry 
or Cabinet, in -whose deliberations he, sometimes at least, takes 
part, and, with the concurrence of the Senate, can dissolve the 
Chamber of Deputies. The Thiixl French Republic, as wc all 
know, has now lasted for thirty-eight years, and the present 
Presidential Constitution has been in existence for thirty-three 
years. There is no reason, one may hope, why the Republic 
should not endure for an indefinite period ; hut the interesting 
endeavour to form a semi-parliamentary executive may alreiidy be 
pronounced a failure. Of the threatened conflict between Marshal 

^ Mignet, French Revolution (English'^ rrauslation) p. 303. 
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MacMahon and tho ABBombly, closed l>y liis resignation, we 
need say nothing; it may in fairness be considered the last 
effort of reactionists to prevent the foundation of a Bepublican 
Commonwealth. The breakdown of the particular experiment 
with which we arc concerned is due to the events which have 
taken place after MacMahon’s retirement from office. Tho 
government of France has gradually become a strictly parlia- 
mentary executive. Neither President Gr6vy nor President 
Carnot attempted to he the real head of tho administration. 
President Faurc and President Loubet followed in their steps. 
Each of these Presidents filled, or tried to fill, the part, not 
of a I’rosidciit, in tho American sense of the word, but of ti 
constitutional King. Nor is this all. As long as the President’s 
tenure of office Avas in practice independent of the will of 
the Assembly, the expectation was reasonable that, whenever a 
statesmanof vigour and reputation was called to the Presidency, the 
office might accpiirc a new character, and the President become, 
as were in a sense both Thiers and MacMahon, the real head of 
the Eo2Jublic. But the circumstances of President Grdvy’s fall, as 
also of President Casimir Pdricr’s retirement from office, show that 
tho President, like his ministers, holds his office in tho last resort by 
tho favour of the Assembly. It may be, and no doubt is, a more 
difficult matter for the National Assembly to dismiss a President 
than to change a Ministry. Still the President is in reality 
disraissiblo by the legislature. Meanwhile the real executive 
is the Ministry, and a French Cabinet is, to judge from all 
ajjijcarances, more comidetely subject than is an English Cabinet 
to tho control of an elective chamber. The plain truth is that 
the scmi-jxirliamcntary executive which the founders of the 
Kepublic meant to constitute has turned out a parliamentary 
executive of a very extreme type. 

The statesmen who in 1848 built uji the fabric of the 
Swiss Confederation have, it would seem, succeeded in an 
achievement which has twice at least baffled the ingenuity of 
French sUitcsmanshiii. The Federal Council * of Switzerland is 
a Cabinet or Ministry elected, but not dismissiblc, by each 
Federal Assembly. For the purpo.se of the election the National 
Council and the Council of States sit together. The National 
Council continues in existence for three years. The Swiss 
Ministry being elected for three years by each Federal Assembly 
holds office from the time of its election until the first meeting 
of the next Federal Assembly. The working of this system is 
noteworthy. Tho Swiss Government is elective, but as it is 

^ As to the character of the Swiss Federal Council, see Lowell, Croveniments 
and J^ariies in Coniinenial lU pp. 191>208. 
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chosea by each Assembly Switzerlaiwl thus escapes the turmoil 
of a presidential election, and each new Assembly begins its 
existence in harmony with the executive. The Council, it is 
true, eannot be dismissed by the legislature, and the legislature 
cannot be dissolved by the Council. But conflicts between the 
Government and the Assembly are unknown. Switzerland is 
the most democratic country in Europe, and democracies are 
supj)osed, not without reason, to be ficklo; yet the Swiss 
executive power possesses a 2>ermanencc and stability which 
does not char.acterise any iiarliamentary Cabinet. An English 
Ministry, to judge by modern exj)eriencc, cannot often retain 
power for more than the duration of one iiarliament ; tho 
Cabinets of Louis Philiinw lasted on an average for about three 
years; under the Kcpublic the lifetime of a French administra- 
tion is measured by months. The members of the Swiss 
Ministry, if we may use the teiin, arc elected only for three 
years ; they are however re-eligible, and re-election is not the 
exception but the rule. The men who make uj) the administra- 
tion are rarely changed. You may, it is said, find among them 
statesmen who have sat in the Council for fifteen or sixteen 
years consecutively. This i>ermancnt tenure of office does not, 
it would scorn, depend upon the possession by piirticular leaders 
of extraordinary personal jpopularity, or of immense political 
influence ; it arises from tho fact that under the Swiss system 
there is no more reason why the Assembly should not re-elect 
a trusted administrator, than why in England a joint-stock 
company .should not from time to time reappoint a chairman 
in whom they have confidence. The Swiss Council, indeed, is — as 
far as a stranger dare form an opinion on a matter of which 
none but Swiss citizens are competent judges — not a Ministry 
or a Cabinet in tho English sense of the term. 'It may be 
described as a Board of Directors app)ointed to manage the 
concerns of the Confederation in accordance with the articles of 
tho Constitution and in general deference to the wishes of the 
Federal Assembly. The business of politics is managed by men 
of business who transact national affairs, but are not statesmen 
who, like a Cabinet, are at once the servants and the leaders of a 
parliamentary majority. This system, one is told by observers 
who know Switzerland, may well come to an end. The 
reformers, or innovators, who desire a change in the mode of 
appointing the Council, wish to place the election thereof in the 
hands of the citizens. Such a revolution, should it ever be 
carried out, would, be it noted, create not a parliamentary but 
a non-parliamentary executive.^ 

See Adams, Saaiss Qmftderalion, cli. iv. 
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NOTE IV 

THE RIGHT OE SELF-DEFENCE 

How far has an individual a right to defend his person, liberty; 
or property, against unlawful violence by force, or (if ive use 
the word “ self-defence ” in a wider sense than that usually 
assigned to it) what are the principles which, under English law, 
govern the right of self-defence? 

The answer to this inquiry is confessedly obscure and in- 
definite, and does not admit of being given with dogmatic 
certainty ; nor need this uncertainty excite surijrise, for the rule 
which fixes the limit to the right of self-help must, from the 
nature of things, he a compromise between the necessity, on the 
one hand, of allowing every citizen to maintain his rights against 
wrongdoers, and the necessity, on the other hand, of suppressing 
private warfare. Discoiirage self-help, and loyal subjects become 
the slaves of ruffians. Over-stinmlate self-assertion, and for the 
arbitrament of the Courts you substitute the decision of the 
sword or the revolver. 

Let it further be remarked that the right of natural self- 
defence, even when it is recognised by the Jaw, “ does not imply 
“a right of attacking, for instead of attacking one another for 
“injuries past or inqjcnding, men need only have recourse to the 
“ proper tribunals of justice," ^ 

A notion is cui'i'ent,^ for which some justification may bo 
found ill the loose dicta of lawyers, or the vague language of 
legal text-books, that a man may lawfully use any amount of 
force which is necessaiy, and not more than necessary, for the 
protection of his legal rights. This notion, however popular, is 
erroneous. If pushed to its fair consequences, it would at 
times justify the shooting of trespassers, and would make it legal 
for a schoolboy, say of nine j^eara old, to stab a hulking bully 
of eighteen who attempted to pull the child’s ears. Some seventy 
years ago or more a worthy' Captain Moir carried this doctrine 
out in piuctice to its extreme logical i-esults. His grounds were 

^ Report of Criminal Code Commission, 1879, pp. 43-16 [C. 2345], Notes A 
and B ; Stephen, GrimimU Digest (6tli ed.), art. 221 ; 1 East, P. C. 271-294 ; 
Foster, Discourse II. es. 2, 3, pp. 270, 271. 

^ Stephen, Commentaries (8th ed.), iv. pp. 53, 54. 

® This doctrine is attributed by the Commissioners, who in 1879 reported on 
the Criminal Code Bill, to Lord St. ’Leonards. As a matter of criticism it is 
however open to doubt whether Lord St. Leonards held precisely tlie dogma 
ascribed to him. See Criniiiiul Code Bill Cominiasion, Report fC. 2345], p. 
44, Note B. , 
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infested by trespassers. He gave notice that he should fire at 
any -wrongdoer -who persisted in the offence. He executed his 
threat, and, after fair warning, shot a trespasser in the arm. The 
■wounded lad -was carefully nursed at the captain’s expense. He 
unexpectedly died of the wound. The captain was put on his 
trial for murder j ho was convicted by the jury, sentenced by 
the judge, and, on the following Monday, hanged by the hang- 
man. He was, it would seem, a well-meaniTig man, imbued with 
too rigid an idea of authority. He perished from ignorance of 
law. His fate is a warning to theorists wiio incline to the legal 
heresy that every right may lawfully be defended by the force 
necessary for its assertion. 

The maintainable theories as to the legitimate use of force 
necessary for the protection or assertion of a man’s i-ights, or in 
other words the possible answers to our inquiry, are, it will be 
found, two, and two only. 

First Theory. In defence of a man’s liberty, person, or pro- 
perty, he may lawfully use any amount of force wdiich is both 
“necessary” — i.e. not more than enough to attain its object — 
and “ reasonable ” or “ proportionate ” — i.e. which does not inflict 
upon the wrongdoer mischief out of jiroportion to the injury 
or mischief which the force used is intended to prevent ; and no 
man may use in defending his rights an amount of force which 
is either unnecessary or unreasonable. 

This doctrine of the “ legitimacy of necessary and reasonable 
force ” is adopted by the Criminal Code Bill Commissioners. It 
had better be given in their own words : — 

“ We take [tliey write] one great principle of the common law to 
be, that tliough it sanctions the defence of a man’s person, liberty, and 
property against illegal violence, and permits the use of force to pre- 
vent crimes, to preserve the public peace, and to bring olfenders to 
justice, yet all this is subject to the restriction that the force used is 
necessary ; that is, that the mischief sought to be prevented could not 
be prevented by less violent means ; and that the mi.scliief done by, or 
which might reasonably he anticipated from the force used is not dis- 
proportioiied to the injury or iniscliief which it is intended to prevent. 
This last principle will explain and justify many of our suggestions. 
It does not seem to have been universally admitted ; and we have 
therefore thought it advisable to give our reasons for thinking that it 
not only ought to be recognised os the law in future, but that it is the 
law at present.” i 

use of the word “necesf-ary” is, it should be noted, 
somewhat peculiar, since it includes the idea both of necessity 


* C. C. B. Commission, Beport, p. 11. 
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and of reasoiuiljlciieHs. When this is taken into account, the 
Commissioners’ view is, it is submitted, as already stated, that 
a man may lawfully use in defence of his rights such an amount 
of force as is needful for their protection and as does not inflict, 
or run the risk of inflicting, damage out of all proportion to the 
injury to be averted, or (if wo look at the same thing from the 
other side) to the value of the right to be protected. This doc- 
trine is eminently rational. It comes to us recommended by the 
high authority of four most distinguished judges. It certainly 
represents the principle towards which the law of England tends 
to approximate. But there is at least some ground for the sugges- 
tion that a second and simpler view more accurately represents 
the result of our authorities. 

Second Thecrry. A man, in repelling an unlawful attack upon 
his person or liberty, is justified in using against his assailant so 
much force, even amounting to the infliction of death, as is 
necessary for repelling the attack — i.e. as is needed for self- 
defence ; but the infliction upon a wrongdoer of grievous bodily 
harm, or death, is justified, speaking generally, only by the 
necessities of self-defence — 1.«. the defence of life, limb, or 
permanent liberty.^ 

This theory may be designated as the doctrine of “the 
legitimacy of force necessary for self-defence.” Its essence is 
that the right to inflict grievous bodily harm or death upon a 
wrongdoer originates in, and is limited by, the right of every 
loyal subject to use the means necessary for averting serious 
danger to life or limb, and serious interference wdth his personal 
liberty. 

The doctrine of the “ legitimacy of necessary and reasonable 
force ” and the doctrine of the “ legitimacy of force necessary for 
self-defence ” conduct in the main, and in most instances, to the 
same practical results. 

On either theory A, when assaulted by X, and placed in peril 


’ See Stephen, Commentaries (14th eil.), i. p. 79 ; in. p. 267 ; iv. pp. 42-46. 
“In the case of justifiahle .self-ilefence the iiijnrcil j)aily ni.iy repel force with 
force in defence of Ins person, h.aliitation, or property, .ng.nn.'it one who manifestly 
intendoth and endcavoureth with ^iolence or surprise to commit a known felony 
upon either. In these cases he is not obliged to retreat, but may pursue his 
adversary ’till he flndeth himself out of danger, and if in a conflict between them 
he happeneth to kill, such killing is justifiable. 

“ Where a known felony is attempted upon the person, be it to rob or murder, 
here the party assaulted may repel force with force, and even his servant then 
attendant on him, or any other penson present, may interpose for preventing 
mischief ; and if death ensneth, the party so interposing will be justified. In this 
case nature and social duty co-operate.” — Foster, Discourse IT. chap. iii. pp. 273, 

274 , 
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of his life, may, if he ca?inot otherwise repel or avoid the assault, 
strike A' dead. On the one view, the force used by A is both 
neces-sary and reasonable j on the other view, the force used by 
A is employed strictly in self-defence. According to either doc- 
trine A is not jiLstified in shooting at X beaiuse A' is wilfully 
trespas-sing on A' a land. For the damage inflicted by A upon 
X — namely, the lisk to .Y of losing his life — is unreasonable, that 
is, out of all projjortioii to the injury done to A by the trespass, 
and A in firing at a ti'espasser is clearly using force, not for the 
purpose of self-defence, but for the purpose of defending his pro- 
perty. Both theories, ag.iin, are consistent with the elaborate' 
and admitted rules which limit a person’.? right to wound or slay 
another even in defence of life or limb.^ The gist of these rules 
is that no man must slay or severely injure another until he has 
done everything lie pos.sibly can to avoid the use of extreme 
force. A is struck by a itillian. A; A ha? a revolver in his 
pocket. lie niuit not then and there fire upon A”, but, to avoid 
crime, must first retreat as far a.? he can. A' pursues ; A is 
driven up against a wall. Then, and not till then. A, if he has no 
other means of repelling attack, may’ justifiably fire at A'. Grant 
that, as has been suggested, the minute provisos as to the cir- 
cumstances under which a man assaulted by a ruffian may turn 
Upon his assailant, belong to a past state of society, and are more 
or less obsolete, the principle on Avhich they rest is, nevertheless, 
clear and most imjiortant. It is, that a person attacked, even by 
a w’roiigdoer, may not in self-defence use force ivhich is not 
“ necessary',” and that violence is not necessary w'hen the person 
attacked can avoid the need for it by retreat ; or, in other words, 
by the temporary surrender of bis legal right to stand in a par- 
ticular place — e./j. in a particular part of a public square, where 
he has a lawful right to stand.- Both theories, in short, have 
reference to the use of “ necessary ” force, and neither countc- 

' See Stephen, (Jiiminvi Iliijesl (6th eil.), ait. 221, hut compare Cmnmenlaries 
(8th od.), iv. pp. 54-.S6 ; and 1 Hale, V. C. 479. The authorities are not precisely 
111 agreeineiit as to the liyht of .1 to wound A' before he has retreated as far as he 
can. But the general principle seem-, pretty clear. Tlie iiiie as to tlie necessity 
for retreat liy tiie person attacked must he always taken in combination with the 
acknowledged riglit and duty of every ni.ni to stop the coiiiiriissioii of a felony, 
and with the fact tiiat rlefciice of a man's house seems to be looked upon by the 
law as nearly equivalent to the defence of his person. “ If a thief assaults a true 
man, either abroad or in his house, to rob or kill him, the true man is not hound 
to give back, but may kill the assailant, and it is not felony.” — 1 Hale, F, C. 
481. See as to defence of house, 1 East, P. C. 287. 

Stephen, Commentaries (14th ed.), iv. pp. 42-46 ; compare 1 Hale, P. C. 481, 
482 ; Stephen, Criminal Digest, art. 222 ; Fdster, Discourse II. cap. iii. It should 
he noted that the rule enjoining that a man shall retreat from an assailant before 
he uses force, applies, it would appear, only to the use of such force as may inflict 
grievous bodily harm or death. 
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nances the use of any force which is more than is necessary for its 
purpose. A is assaulteii by A', he can on neither theory justify 
the slaying or wounding of A', if A can provide for his own 
safety simply by locking a door on A”. Both theories equally 
; well explain how it is that as the intensity^ of an unlawful assault 
.increases, so the amount of force legitimately to be used in self- 
defence increases also, and how defence of the lawful possession 
of property, and especially' of a man’s house, may easily turn into 
the lawful defence of a man’s person. “ A justiKcation of a 
“ battery in defence of ])os.session, though it arose in defence of 
“possession, yet in the end it is the defence of the person.’’ ^ 
This sentence contains the gist of the whole matter, but must be 
read in the light of the caution insisted upon by Blackstone, that 
the right of self-protection cannot be used as a justification for 
atUick.® 

Whether the two doctrines may not under conceivable circum- 
stiinces lead to different results, is an inquiiy' of great interest, 
but in the cases which generally come before the Courts, of no 
great importance. What usually^ requires determination is how 
far a man may lawfully use all the force necessaiy' to repel an 
assault, and for this purpose it matters little whether the tost of 
legitimate force be its “reasonableness” or its “self-defensive 
character.” If, however, it be necessary to choose between the 
two theories, the safest course for an English lawyer is to 
assume that the use of force which inflicts or may inflict griev- 
ous bodily harm or death — of what, in short, may be called 
“extreme” force — is justifiable only for the purpose of strict 
self-defence. 

This view of the right of self-defence, it may be objected, 
restricts too narrowly a citizen’s power to protect himself against 
wrong. 

The -weight of this objection is diminished by two reflections. 

For the advancement of public justice, in the first place, every 
man is legally justified in using, and indeed is often bound to 
use, force, which may' under some circumstances amount to the 
infliction of death. 

Hence a loyal citizen may lawfully interfere to put an end to 
a breach of the peace, which takes jilace in his presence, and use 
such force as is reasonably necessary for the purpose.'’ Hence, 
too, any private person who is present when any felony is com- 
mitted, is bound by law to arrest the felon, on pain of fine and 

A 

* Rolle’.s Al). Trespass, g 8. 

® Blocks. Comvi. iv. pp. 183, 184. 

® See Timollii^ v. fSimjfsou, 1 C. M. & K. 737. 
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imprisonment if he negligently permit him to escape.^ “ Where 
“ a felony is committed and the felon flyeth from justice, or a 
“dangerous wound is given, it is the duty of every man to use 
“ his best endeavours for preventing an escape. And if in the 
“pursuit the party flying is killed, where he ainnot otherwise le 
“overtaken, this will be deemed justifiable homicide. For the 
“pursuit was not barely warrantable; it is what the law 
“requireth, and will punish the wiZ/id neglect of.”- No doubt 
the use of such e.'ctreme force is justifiable only in the case of 
felony, or for the hindrance of crimes of violence. But “ such 
“ homicide as is committed for the prevention of any forcible and 
“ atrocious crime, is justifiable . . . by the law of England . . . 
“ as it stands at the present day. If any person attempts the 
“ robbery or miu’der of another, or attempts to break open a house 
“ in the night-time, and shall be killed in such attempt, either by 
“ the party assaulted, or the owner of the house, or the servant 
“attendant upon either, or by any other person, and interposing 
“ to prevent mischief, the slayer shall be acquitted and discharged. 
“This reaches not to any crime unaccompanied with force — a.s, 
“ for e-tample, the picking of pockets ; nor to the breaking open 
“ of a house in the day-time, unless such entry carries with it an 
“ attempt of robbery, arson, murder, or the like.” ® Acts thei’e- 
foro which would not be justifiable in protection of a person’s 
own property, may often be justified as the necessary means, 
either of stopping the commission of a crime, or of arresting a 
felon. Burglars rob A’s house, they are escaping over his garden 
wall, carrying off A’s jewels with them. A is in !io peril of his 
life, but he pursues the gang, calls upon them to surrender, and 
having no other means of gneventing their escape, knocks down one of 
them, X, who dies of the blow; A, it would seem, if Foster’s 
authority may be trusted, not only is innocent of guilt, but has 
also discharged a public duty."* 

Let it be added that where A may lawfully inflict grievous 
bodily harm upon X — e.g. in arresting him — X acts unlawfully 

* Steplieu, Commentaries (14tli ed.), iv. p. 309 ; Ilawkms, P. C. took ii. 
cap. 12. 

'■* Poster, Discourse II. of Hoiuicide, pp. 271,272, and compare pp. 273, 274. 

The intentional iuiliction of death is not a erliiie when it is done by any 
person ... in order to arrest a traitor, felon, or pirate, or keep in lawful custody 
a traitor, felon, or pirate, who has escaped, or is about to escape from such 
custody, although such traitor, felon, or pirate, offers no violence to any person.” 
—Stephen, Digest (6th ed.), art. 222. 

* Stephen, ComruentaTies (8tli ed.), iv. pp. 49, 50, and compare 14th ed. p. 40. 

* A story told of that eminent man and learned judge, Mr. Justice ’Willes, 
and related by an ear-witness, is to the following effect : — Mr. Justice Willes was 
asked: “If I look into my drawing-room, and see a burglar packing up the 
clock, and lie cannot see me, what ought I to do^* Willes replied, as nearly as 
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in resisting A, iiiid is responsible for the injury caused to A by 
X’s resist iinced 

Every man, in the second place, acts lawfully as long as he 
merely exercises his legal rights, and he may use such moderate 
force as in effect is employed simply in the exercise of such 
rights. 

A is walking along a public path on his way home, X tries 
to stop him ; A pushes A' aside, X has a fall and is hurt. A has 
done no wrong; he has stood merely on the defensive and re- 
pelled an attempt to interfere with bis right to go along a public 
way. X thereupon draws a swoi'd and attacks A again. It is 
clear that if A can in no other way protect himself — e.g. by 
running awa3' from X, or by knocking X down — he may use 
any amount of force necessary for his self-defence. He may 
stun A', or lire at X. 

Here, however, comes into view the question of real diffi- 
culty. How far is A bound to give up the exercise of his rights, 
in this particular instsince the right to walk along a particular 
path, rather than I'isk the maiming or the killing of A' ? 

Suppose, for example, that A knows perfectly well that X 
claims, though without any legal ground, a right to close the 
ptarticular footpath, and also knows that, if A turns down 
another road which will also bring him homo, though at the cost 
of a slightly longer walk, he will avoid all danger of an assault 
by X, or of being driven, in so-called self-defence, to inflict 
grievous hodilj' harm upon X. 

Of course the case for A’s right to use any force necessary 
for his purpose may be put in this way. A has a right to push 
X aside. As X’s violence grorvs greater, A has a right to repel 
it. He may thus turn a scuffle over a right of way into a 
struggle for the defence of A’s life, and so justify the infliction 
even of death upon X. But this manner of looking at the 
matter is unsound. Before A is justified in, say, firing at X or 
stabbing X, he must show distinctly that he comes within one 
at least of the two principles which justify the use of extreme 
force against an assailant. But if he can avoid X’s violence 
by going a few 3'ards out of his way, he cannot justify his 
conduct under either of these principles. The firing at A' is 

may be : “ My advice to you, which I give as a man, as a lawyer, and as an 
English jndge, is as follows ; In the supposed circumstance this is what you have 
a right to do, and I am by no means sure that it is not your duty to do it. Take 
a double-barrelled gun, carefully lodS both barrels, and then, without attracting 
the burglar’s attention, aim steadily at his heart and shoot liim dead.” See 
Saturday Review, Nov. 11, 1893, p. 534. 

^ Foster, Discourse II. p. 2^2. 
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not “reasonable,” for tlio damage inflicted by A upon X in 
wounding him is out of all jn-oportion to the mischief to A 
which it is intended to prevent — namely, his being forced to 
go a few yards out of his way on his road homo. The firing at 
X, again, is not done in strict self-defence, for A could have 
avoided all danger by turning into another path. A uses force, 
not for the defence of his life, but for the vindication of his , 
right to walk along a particuhir pathway. That this is the true ' 
view of A’s position is pretty clearly shown by the old rules 
enjoining a person assaulted to retreat as far as he can before he 
grievously wounds his assailant. 

Reg. V. Hewlett, a case tried as late as 1858, contains judicial 
doctrine pointing in the same direction. A was struck by A', A 
thereupon drew a knife and stabbed A'. The judge laid down 
that “unless the prisoner [^] apprehended robbery or some 
“similar offence, or danger to life, or serious bodily danger 
“ (not simply being knocked down), he would not be justified 
“in using the knife in self-defence.”^ The essence of this 
dictum is, that the force used by A was nob justifiable, because, 
though it did ward off danger to A — namely, the peril of being 
knocked down — it was not necessary for the defence of A’s life 
or limb, or property. The case is a particularly strong one, 
because A” was not a person asserting a supposed right, but a 
simple wrongdoer. 

Let the last case be a little varied. Let X be not a ruffian 
but a policeman, who, acting under the orders of the Commissioner 
of Police, tries to prevent A from entering the Park at the Marble 
Arch. Let it further be supposed that the Commissioner has 
taken an erroneous view of his authority, and that therefore the 
attempt to hinder A from going into Hyde Park at the parti- 
cular entrance does not admit of legal justification. X, under 
these circumstances, is therefore legally in the wrong, and A 
may, it woidd seem,* push by X But is there any reason for 
saying that if A cannot simply push X aside he can lawfully use 
the force necessary — e.g. by stabbing X — to effect an entrance? 
There clearly is none. The stabbing of X is neither a reason- 
able nor a self-defensive employment of force. 

A dispute, in short, as to legal rights must be settled by legal 
tribunals, “ for the King and his Courts are the vindices vnjurmnm, 

^ Foster k Finloson, 91, per Crowder J. 

® It is of course assiimecl in this imaginuy case that Acta of Parliament are 
not in force empowering the Commissioner ^of Police to regulate the use of the 
right to enter into the Park. It is not my intention to discuss the effect of the 
Metropolitan Police Acts, or to intimate any opinion as to the powers of the 
Oonini *f>n*»r of Pnli^’* 
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“and will give to the party wronged all the satisfaction ho 
“deserves”;! no one is allowed to vindicate the strength of 
his disputed rights by the force of his arm. Legal controversies 
are. not to be settled by blows. A bishop who in the last cen- 
tury attempted, by means of riot and assault, to make good his 
claim to remove a deputy registrar, was admonished from the 
Bench that his view of the law was erroneous, and was saved 
from the condemnation of the jury only by the rhetoric and the 
fallacies of Erskine.^ 

From whatever point therefore the matter he approached, we 
come round to the same conclusion. The only undoubted justi- 
fication for the use of extreme force in the assertion of a man’s 
rights is, subject to the e.vceptions or limitations already men- 
tioned, to be found in, as it is limited by, the necessities of strict 
self-defence. 


■SrOTE V 

QUESTIONS CONNECTED WITH THE RIGHT OF PUBLIC MEETING 

Four important questions connected with the right of public 
meeting require consideration. 

These inquiries are : first, whether there exist any general 
right of meeting in public places ? secondly, what is the meaning 
of the term “ an unlawful assembly ” ? thirdly, what are the 
rights of the Crown or its servants in dealing wdth an unlawful 
assembly ? and fourthly, what are the rights possessed by the 
members of a lawful assembly when the meeting is interfered 
with or dispersed bj’ force 1 

For the proper understanding of the matters under discussion, 
it is necessary to grasp firmly the truth and the bearing of two 
indisputable but often neglected observations. 

The first is that English law docs not recognise any special' 
right of public meeting either for a political or for any other 
purpose.® 

The right of assembling is nothing more than the result of 
the view taken by our Courts of individual liberty of person and 
individual liberty of speech. 

Interference therefore witji a lawful meeting is not an invasion 

* Steplien, Com.me7itaries'{\it\\ eil. ), iv. p. i4. 

“ The Bidwp of Bavgof's Case, 2B St. Tr. 4(i3. 

^ See chap, vj., ante. 
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of a public right, but fin attiick upon the individual rights of 
A or B, and must generally resolve itself into a number of 
assaults upon definite persons, members of the meeting. A 
wrongdoer who disperses a crowd is not indicted or sued for 
breaking up a meeting, but is liable (if at all) to a prosecution 
or an action for assaulting A, a definite member of the crowd.' 
Hence further the answer to the question how far persons 
present at a lawful meeting may resist any attempt to disperse 
the assembly, depends at bottom on a determinatioii of the 
methods prescribed by law to a given citizen. A, for punishing 
or repelling an assault. 

The second of these preliminary observations is that the 
most serious of the obscurities which beset the law of public 
meetings arise from the difficulty of determining how far a citizen 
is legally justified in using force for the protection of his person, 
liberty, or property, or, if we may use the word “ self-defence ” 
in its widest sense, from uncertainty as to the true principles 
which govern the right of self-defence.® 

The close connection of these introductory remai’ks with the 
questions to be considered will become apparent as we proceed. 

I. Does there exist any general rigid of meeting in jnMic 2'>laces? ' 

The answer is easy. No such right is known to the law of 
England. 

Englishmen, it is true, meet together for political as well as 
for other purposes, in parks, on commons, and in other open 
spaces acces.sible to all the world. It is also true that in England 
meetings held in the open air are not subject, as they are in other 
countries — for instance, Belgium — to special restrictions. A 
crowd gathered together in a public place, whether they assemble 
for amusement or discussion, to see an acrobat perform his somer- 
saults or to hear a statesman explain his tergiversations, stand 
in the same position as a meeting held for the same purpose in a 
hall or a drawing-room. An assembly convened, in short, for a 
lawful object, assembled in a place which the meeting has a 
right to occupy, and acting in a peaceable manner which inspires 
no sensible person with fear, is a lawful assembly, whether it be 
held in Exeter Hall, in the grounds of Hatfield or Blenheim, or 
in the London parks. With such a meeting no man has a 
right to interfere, and for attending it no man incurs legal 
penalties. 

But the law which does not prqhibit open-air meetings does 

* See Bedford v. Birley, 1 St. Tr. (n. s.) 1017. 

* See Note IV., ante. 
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not, speaking generally, provide that there shall be spaces where 
the public can meet in the open air, either for political dis- 
cussion or for amusement. There may of course be, and indeed 
there are, s2Jecial localities which by statute, by custom or other- 
wise, are so dedicated to the use of the public as to be available 
for the purpose of public meetings. But speaking in general 
terms, the Courts do not recognise certain spaces as set aside for 
that end. In this respect, again, a crowd of a thousand peojile 
stand in the same position as an individual person. If A wants 
to deliver a lecture, to make a siieech, or to exhibit a show, he 
must obtain some room or field which he can legally use for his 
purpose. He must not invade the rights of private property — i.e. 
commit a trespass. He must not interfere with the convenience 
of the public — i.e. create a nuisance. 

The notion that there is such a thing as a right of meeting 
in public places arises from more than one confusion or erroneous 
assumption. The right of public meeting — that is, the right of all 
men to come together in a place where they may lawfully assemble 
for any lawful purpose, and especially for political discussion — is 
confounded with the totally different and falsely alleged right of 
every man to use for the purpose of holding a meeting any place 
which in any sense is open to the public. The two rights, did they 
both exist, are essentially different, and in many countries are regu- 
lated by totally different rules. It is assumed again that squares, 
streets, or roads, which every man may lawfully use, are necessarily 
available for the holding of a meeting. The assumi^tion is false. A 
crowd blocking up. a highAvay will jirobably be a nuisance in the 
legal, no less than in the popular, sense of the term, for they 
interfere with the ordinary citizen’s right to use the locality in the 
way permitted to him by law. Highways, indeed, are dedicated 
to the public use, but they must be used for j^assing and going 
along them,' and the legal mode of use negatives the claim of 
politicians to use a highway as a forum, just as it excludes the 
claim of actors to turn it into an open-air theatre. The crowd 
who collect, and the persons who cause a crowd, for whatever 
purpose, to collect in a street, create a nuisance.® The claim on 
the part of persons so minded to assemble in any numbers and 
for so long a time as they please, to remain assembled “ to the 
“ detriment of others having equal rights, is in its nature irrecon- 
“ cilable with the right of free passage, and there is, so far as we 
“ have been able to ascertain, no authority whatever in favour of 

' Vovastmi v. Payne, 2 Hy. Bl. 527. 

® Rex V. CarlSe, 6 C. & F. 628, 636 ; tlie Tramways Case, the Times, 7th 
September 1888. 
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“ it.” ^ The geneml public cannot make out a right to hold meet- 
ings even on .t, common.- The gi-oiind of popular delusions as to 
the right of public meeting in open places is at bottom the prevalent 
notion that the law favours meetings held for the sake of political 
discussion or agitation, combined with the tacit iissumption that 
when the law allows a right it provides the means for its exercise. 
No ideas can be more unfounded. English law no more favours 
or piovides for tlie holding of political meetings than for the 
giving of public concerts. A man has a right to hear an orator 
as he has a right to hear a band, or to eat a him. But each 
right must bo exercised subject to the laws against trespass, 
against the creation of nuisances, agiiinst theft. 

The want of a so-called forum may, it will be said, prevent ten 
thousand worthy citizens from making a lawful demonstration of 
their political wishes. The remark is true, but, from a lawyer’s 
point of view, irrelevant. Every man has a right to see a Punch 
show, blit if launch is exhibiting in a theatre for money, no man 
can see him who cannot provide the necessary shilling. Every man 
has a right to hear a band, but if there be no place wliere a band 
can perform without caitsing a nuisance, then thousands of o.vcel- 
lent citizens must forgo their riglit to hear music. Every man has 
a right to worship God after his own fashion, but if all the land- 
owners of a parish refuse ground for the building of a 'Wesle3'an 
chapel, parishioners must forgo attendance at a RIethodist place 
of worship. 

II. Unml i.s ilif. meaning of ihe term “an iinlawfnl as^rmlly” ? 

' The expression “ unlawful assembly ” does not signify any 
'meeting of which the purpose is unlawful. ' If, for example, five 
cheats meet in one room to concoct a fraud, to indite a libel, or 
to forge a bank-note, or to work out a scheme of perjury, they 
assemble for an unlawful purpose, hut they can hardly he said to 
constitute an “ unlawful assembly.” These words are, in English 
law, a term of art. This term has a more or less limited and 
definite signification, and has from time to time been defined by 
different authorities * with %'arying degrees of precision. The 

’ Sx parle Lewis, 21 Q. B. D. 191, 197 ; Curiam. 

“ liailej/ V. IVitliaMsoiL, Ij. 11. 8 Q. B. 118; De Morgan v. Metropolitan 
BtMrd of Works, 5 Q. B. D. 155. 

“ See Hawkiai, P. C. book i. cap. 6.5, ss. 9, 11 ; Blackatoiie, iv. p. 146 ; 
Stephen, Cennmenlaries (14th ed.), iv. p. 174 ; Stephen, Criminal Digest, art. 75 ; 
Criminal Code Bill Commission, Draft Code, sec. 84, p. 80 ; Rex v. Pinney, 
5 C. & P. 254 ; Rex v. Hunt, 1 St. Tr. (n.s. P’171 ; Itedford v. Birley, ibid. 1071 ; 
Rex V. Morris, ibid. 521 ; Reg. v. ViiieetU, 3 St. Tr. (ii. s.) 1037, i082 ; Beatty 
V. Oillbanks, 9 Q. B, D. 308 ; Reg. v. M'Hanghtnu (Irish), 14 Cov, C. C. 576 ; 
O' Kelly V. Harvey (Irish), 15 Co^, C. C. 435. ' 
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definitions vary, for tlio most part, rather in words than in 
substance. Such differences as exist have, however, a twofold 
importance. They show, in the fii'st place, that the circumstances 
which may render a meeting an unlawful assembly have not been 
absolutely determined, and that some important questions with 
regard to the necessary characteristics of such an assembly are 
open to discussion. They show, in the second place, that the 
rules defining the right of public meeting are the result of 
judicial legislation, and that the huv w’hich has been created may 
be further developed by the judges, and hence that any lawyer 
bent on determining the character of a given meeting must 
consider carefully the tendenej’, as w'cll as the words, of reported 
judgments. 

The geneial and jirominent characteristic of an unlawful 
assembly (however defined) i.s, to any one who candidly studies 
the authorities, clear enough. It is a meeting of persons who 
either intend to commit or do commit, or who lead others to 
entertain a reasonable fear that the meeting will commit, a breach 
of the peace. This actual or threatened breach of the peace is, 
so to speak, the essential chanicteristic or “ property ” connoted 
by the term “unlawful assembly.” A careful examination, 
however, of received descrqjtions or definitions and of the 
authoritative statements contained in Sir James Stephen’s Digest 
and in the Draft Code drawn by the Criminal Code Commis- 
sioners, enables an inquirer to frame a more or less accurate 
definition of an “ unlawful assembly.” 

v/It may (it is submitted) be defined as any meeting of three 
or more persons w'ho 

(i.) Assemble to commit, or, when assembled do commit, a 
breach of the peace ; or 

(ii.) Assemble with intent to commit a crime by open 
force ; or 

(iii.) Assemble for any common purpose, -whether lawful or 
unla-wfnl, in such a manner as to give firm and 
courageous persons in the neighbourhood of the 
assembly reasonable cause to fear a breach of the 
peace, in consequence of the assembly ; or 
[(iv.) Assemble with intent to incite disaffection among the 
Crown’s subjects, to bring the Constitution and 
Government of the realm, as by law established, into 
contempt, and generally to carry out, or preijare for 
carrying out, a public conspiracy.^] 

^ O Kelly V. Harvey I.** Cox, C. C. 435. The portion of this ileliuition 

contained in brackets must ]>Jrhaps be considered os, in England, of doubtful 
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Tho following points rapu'rc notice : — 

1. A meeting is an unlawful assembly which either disturbs 
the peace, or inspires reasonable persons in its neighbourhood 
with a fear that it will cause a breach of tho peace. 

Hence the state of public feeling under which a meeting is 
convened, the class and the number of tho persons who come 
together, the mode in which they meet (whether, for instance, 
they do or do not carry arms), the place of their meeting (whether, 
for instance, they assemble on an open common or in the midst 
of a populous city), and various other circumstances, must all be 
taken into account in detei-mining whether a given meeting is 
an unlawful assembly or not. 

2. A meeting need not be the less an unlawful assembly 
because it meets for a legal object. 

A crowd collected to petition for the release of a prisoner or 
to see an acrobatic performance, though meeting for a lawful 
object, may easily be, or turn into, an unlawful assembly. Tho 
lawfulness of the aim with tvhich a hundred thousand people 
assemble may affect tho reasonableness of fearing that a breach 
of the peace will ensue. But the lawfulness of their object docs 
not of itself make tho meeting lawful. 

3. A meeting for an unlawful purpose is not, as already 
pointed out, necessarily an unlaivful assembl 3 ^ 

The test of tho character of the assembly is whether the 
meeting does or does not contemplate the use of unlawful force, 
or does or does not inspire others with reasonable fear that 
unlawful force will be used — i.e. that the King’s peace will be 
broken. 

4. There is some authority for the suggestion that a meeting 
for the purpose of spreading sedition, of exciting class against 
class, or of bringing the constitution of the country into contempt, 
is ipso /acio an unlawful assembly,* and that a meeting to pro- 
mote an unlawful conspiracy of a public chai’acter, even though 
it does not directly menace a breach of the peace, is also an 
unlawful assembly. 

This is a matter on which it is prudent to speak with reserve 
and hesitation, and to maintain a suspended judgment until tho 

authority (see, however, Rtg. v. Mmeet Jones, 6 St. Tr. (n. s.) 783, 816, 817, 
summing up of Wilde, C. J., and Reg. v. FussM, ibid. 723, 764, summing up of 
Wilde, C. J,), but would, it is conceived, certainly hold good if the circumstances 
of the time were such that the seditious proceedings at the meeting would he 
likely to endanger the public peace. 0 

* See Redfoi^ v. Birley, 1 St. Tr. (n. s.) 1071 ; Rex v. ITnnl. ibid. 171 ; Rex 
V. Morris, ibid. 521 ; R^. v. M'Nauyhton (Irish), 14 Cos. C. C. 572 ; (f Kelly 
V. Harvey (Irish), 15 Cox, C. C. 485 ; Reg. v. Burns, 16 Cox, C. C. 355 j Reg. v, 
Brnest Jones, 6 St. Tr. (n. s.) 783 ; Reg. v, FussM, ibid, 723. 
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point suggested has come fairly before the English Courts. The 
true rule (possibly) may be, that a meeting assembled for the 
promotion of a purpose which is not only criminal, but also if 
carried out will promote a breach of the peace, is itself an 
unlawful assembly. 

5. Two questions certainly remain open for decision. 

Is a meeting an unlawful assembly because, though the 
meeting itself is peaceable enough, it excites reasonable dread 
of future disturbance to the peace of the realm ; as where 
political leaders address a meeting in terms which it is reason- 
ably supposed may, after the meeting has broken up, excite 
insurrection ? 

The answer to this inquiry is doubtful.^ 

Need again the breach of the peace, or fear thereof, which 
gives a meeting the character of illegality, be a breach caused by 
the members of the meeting 1 

To this inquiry an answer has already been given in the body 
of this treatise.® 

The reply is, in general tei-ms, that, on the one hand, a 
meeting which, as regards its object and the conduct of the 
members of it, is jjerfeotly lawful, does not become an unlawful 
assembly from the more fact that possibly or probably it may 
cause wrongdoers who dislike the meeting to break the peace,® 
but, on the other hand, a meeting which, though perhaps not in 
strictness an unlawful assembly, does from some illegality in its 
object, or in the conduct of its members, cause a breach of the 
peace by persons opposed to the meeting, may thereby become an 
unlawful assembly,^ and a meeting which, though in every way 
perfectly lawful, if it in fact causes a breach of the peace on 
the part of wrongdoers who dislike the meeting may, if Ihe peace 
can he restored hy no other means, be required by the magistrates or 


' Seo Rex v. Hunt, 1 St. Tr. (n. . 1 .) 171 ; Rex v. Dewhm'st, ibid, 530, 599. 
‘Upon the bulijuot of tc'iTor, there may he cases in which, from the general 
• appearance of the meeting, there could be no fear of immediate mischief pro- 
‘ diiced before that assembly should disperse ; and I am rather disposed to think 
‘ that the probabdity or likelihood of immediate terror before the meeting should 
‘ disperse is necessary in order to fix the charge upon that second count to which I 
‘have drawn your attention. But if the evidence satisfies you there was a present 
‘ fear produced of future rising, which future rising would bo a terror and alarm 
‘to the neighbourhood, I should then desire that you would present that as your 
‘ finding in the shape of what I should then take it to be, a special verdict ” : per 
Bailey, J. See also Reg, v. Jirnest Jones, 6 St. Tr. (n. s.) 783 ; Reg. v. Fussell, 
ibid. 723. 

* See chap, vii., ante. ** 

* Beatty v. Oittbanks, 9 Q. B. D. 308 ; Reg. v. Justices of Londonderry, 28 
L. B. Tr. 440, pp. 461, 462, judgment of Holmes, J. 

* Wise V. Dunning [1902].^ 1 K. B. 167. 
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other persons in authority to break up, and on the members of 
the meeting refusing to disperse, becomes an unlawful assembly.^ 

III. IVlmt are ilie rights of the Crown or its servants in dealing 
with an unlawful assemUg ? 

1. Every pei'son who takes part in an unlawful assembly is 
guilty of a misdemeanour, and the Crown may therefore prosecute 
every such person for his offence. 

Whether a given man A, who is present at a particular 
meeting, does thereby incur the guilt of “taking part” in an 
unlawful asseinblj’', is in each Ciise a question of fact. 

A, though present, may not be a member of the meeting ; he 
may be there accidentall 3 f ; he may know nothing of its character ; 
the crowd may originally have assembled for a lawful purpose ; 
the circumstances, e.g. the production of arms, or the outbreak 
of a riot, which render the meeting unlawful, may have taken 
place after it began, and in these transactions A may have taken 
no part. Ilcuce the importance of an official notice, e.g. by a 
Secretary of State*, or by a magistrate, that a meeting is con- 
vened for a criminal object. A citizen after reading the notice 
or proclamation, goes to the meeting at his peril. If it turns out 
in fact an unlawful assembly, he cannot plead ignorance of its 
character as a defence against the charge of taking part in tlie 
meeting.'^ 

2. Magistrates, policemen, and all loyal citizens not only are 
entitled, but indeed arc bound to di-sperse an unlawful assembl}', 
and, if necessary, to do so by the use of force ; and it is a gross 
error to suppose that they arc bound to wait until a riot has 
occurred, or until the Riot Act ha,s been read.'* The jirovalence 
of this delusion was the cause, during the Gos’dou liiots, of 
London being for days in the h.ands of the mob. The mode 
of dispersing a crowd when unlawfully assembled, and the 
extent of force which it is reasonable to use, difl'er according 
to the circumstances of each ciise. 

3. If any assemblj'^ becomes a riot — i.e. has begun to act in a 
tumultuous manner to the disturbance of the peace — a magistrate 
on being informed that twelve or more persons are unlawfully, 
riotously, and tumultuously assembled together to the disturbance 
of the public peace, is bound to make the short statutable pro- 
clamation which is popularly known as “ reading the Riot Act.” * 

* On this ]ioint see especially Humphries v. Connor, 17 Tr. C. L. R. 1. 

® Bex V. Fursey, 6 C. & P. 81 ; 3 St. Tr*v(n. s.) .'i43. 

’ llei). V. Nade, 9 C. & P. 431 ; Burdel v. AUtol, 4 Taunt. 401, 449. See 
p]>. 285, 286, ante. 

* 1 Oeo. I. stut. 2, cap. 5, s. 2. 
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The consequences arc .as follows : first, that any twelye 
rioters who do not disperse within an hour thereafter, are guilty 
of felony ; and, secondly, that the magistrate and those acting 
with him may, after such hour, arrest the rioters and disperse tho 
meeting by the employment of any amount of foi’ce necessary for 
the”j^fl30se, and are protected from liability for hurt inflicted or 
3eath caused in dispersing the meeting. The magistrates arc, in 
short, empowered by the liiot Act to read the proclamation before 
referred to, and thereupon, after waiting for an hour, to order 
troops and constables to fire uiion the rioters, or charge them 
sword in hand.^ It is particularly to be noticed that the powers 
given to magistrates for dealing with riots under the Eiot Act 
in no way lessen the common law right of a magistrate, and 
indeed of every citizen, to put an end to a breach of the peace, 
and hence to disperse an unlawful assembly.^ 

IV. Wliat are the riijhts possessed hy the meinlers of a lawful 
assembly when the meeting is interfered with or dispersed by force 1 
The Salvation Army as.scmble in a place where they have a 
right to meet, say an open piece of land placed at their disposal 
by the owner, and for a lawful purpose, namely, to hear a 
sermon. Certain persons who think the meeting either objection- 
able or illegal attempt to break it up, or do break it up, by force. 
What, under those circumstances, are the rights of the Sah'ationists 
who have come to listen to a preacher ? This in a concrete form 
is the problem for consideration.® 

An attempt, whether successful or not, to disperse a lawful 
assembly involves assaults of more or less violence upon the 
persons A, B, and G who h.ave met together. The wrong thus 
done by the assailants is, as already pointed out, a wrong done, 
not to the meeting — a body which has legally no collective 
rights — but to A, B, or C, an individual pushed, hustled, struck, 
or otherwise assaulted. 

Our problem is, then, in substance — What are the rights of 
A, the member of a meeting, when unlawfully assaulted i And 
this inquiry, in its tui'ii, embrsices two different questions, which, 
for clearness sake, ought to be carefully kept apart from each 
other. 

^ See Steplien, Hist. Orim. Law, i. 20S ; Criminal Code, Bill Conimission, 
Draft Code, ss. 88, 99. 

* Rex V. Fursey, 6 C. & P. 81 ; 3 St. Tr. (n. s.) 543. 

* Tor the sake of couveiiieuce, I have taken a meeting of the Salvation Army 
as a typical instance of a lawful pliblic meeting. It should, howev'er, be con- 
stantly remembered that the rights of the Salvationists are neither more nor less 
than those of any other crowd lawfully collected together — e.g. to hear a band 
of uni 
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First, What are the remedies of A for the wrong done to 
him hy tlie assault ? 

The answer is easy. A h<is the right to take civil, or (subject 
to one reservation) criminal proceedings against any person, be 
he an officer, a soldier, a commissioner of police, a magistrate, a 
policeman, or a private ruffian, who is responsible for the assault 
upon A. If, moreover, A be killed, the person or persons by 
wffiom his death has been caused may be indicted, according to 
circumstances, for manslaughter or murder. 

This statement as to A’s rights, or (what is, however, the 
same thing fi’om another point of view) as to the liabilities of 
A's assailants, is made subject to one reservation. Thei'o exists 
considerable doubt as to the degree and kind of liability of 
soldiers (or possibly of policemen) who, luulcr the oi'dors of a 
superior, do some act {/'.g. arrest A or fire at A) which is not on 
the face of it unlawful, but which turns out to bo unlawful 
because of some circumstance of which the subordinate was not 
in a position to judge, as, for example, because the meeting was not 
technically an unlawful assembly, or because the officer giving 
the order had in some way c.xceedcd his authority. 

“ I hope [says Willes, J.] I may never have to dutennino that 
difficult (question, how far the orders of a superior ofiicor arc a 
justification. "Wero I compelled to determine that cpiestion, I should 
probably hold that the orders are an absolute justification in lime of 
actual war — at all events, iis regards enemies or foreigners — and, I 
should think, even with regard to Englisli-bom subjects of the Crown, 
unless the orders were sucli could not legally be given. I believe 
that the better opinion is, that an officer or soldier, acting under tlie 
orders of his superior — not being necessarily or imuiirestly illegal — 
would be justified by his orders.” i 

A critic were rash who questioned the suggestion of a jiirist 
whose dicta are more weighty than nio.st considered judgments. 
The words, moreover, of Mr. Justice Willes enounce a jirinciple 
which is in itself pre-eminently reasonable. If its validity be 
not admitted, results follow as absurd as they are unjust : every 
soldier is called upon to determine on the spur of the moment 
legal subtleties which, after a lengthy consultation, might still 
perplex experienced lawyers, and the private ordered hy his 
commanding officer to take part in the suppression of a riot runs 
the risk, if he disobeys, of being shot hy order of a court-martial, 
and, if he obeys, of being hanged under the sentence of a judge. 

' KeigMy v. BeU, 4 F. & F. 763, 790, per Willes, J. See also Note VI. p. 
612, post, Duty of Soldiers called upon to dtsperfe an Unlawful Assembly. 
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Let it further be carefully noted that the doctrine of Mr. Justice 
Willes, which is approved of by the Criminal Code Commissioners,^ 
applies, it would seem, to criminal liability only. The soldier or 
policeman who, without full legal justification, assaults or arrests 
A incurs (it is submitted), even though acting under orders, full 
civil liability. 

Secondly, How far is A entitled to maintain by force against 
all assailants his right to take part in a lawful public meeting, 
or, in other words, his right to stand in a place where he 
lawfully may stand — e.y. ground opened to A by the owner, for 
a piu'posc which is in itself lawful — e.g. the hearing of an 
address from a captain of the Salvation Army ? 

In order to obtain a correct answer to this inquiry we should 
bear in mind the principles w'hich regulate the right of self- 
defence,- and should further consider what may be the different 
circumstances under which an attempt may be made Avithout 
legal Avarraiit to disperse a meeting of the Salvation Army. The 
attack upon the meeting, or in other Avords upon A, may be made 
either by mere Avrongcloers, or by persons Avho believe, hoAvever 
mistakenly, that they are acting in exercise of a legal right or in 
discharge of a legal duty. Let each of these cases be examined 
separately. 

Let us suppose, in the first place, that the Salvationists, and 
A among them, are attacked by the so-called Skeleton Army or 
other roughs, and let it further be supposed that the object of the 
assault is simply to break up the meeting, and that therefore, 
if A and others dispei'se, they are in no peril of damage to life 
or limb. 

A and his friends may legally, it AA’-ould seem, stand their 
ground, and use such moderate force as amounts to simple 
assertion of the right to remain Avhere they are. A and 
his companions may further gnm individual members of the 
Skeleton Army in charge for a breach of the peace. It 
may, hoAveA^r, haijpen that the roughs are in largo numbers, 
and press upon the Salvationists so that they cannot keep 
their ground Avithout the use of fireaims or other weapons. 
The use of such force is in one sense necessary, for the Salva- 
tionists cannot hold their meeting Avithout employing it. Is the 
use of such force legal 1 The strongest Avay of putting the case 
in favour of A and his friends is that, in firing upon their 
opponents, they are using force to put doAvn a breach of the 
peace. On the whole, hoAvcjver, there can, it is submitted, be 


^ See C, C. B. r’oiiiiinssioii, "nraft Code, ss. 49-53. 
- Sfci Note IV. i». 489, miU, 
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BO doubt that the use of firearms or other deadly -weapous, to ^ 
maintain their right of meeting, is under the circumstances not 
legally justifiable. The principle on which extreme acts of self- 
defence against a lawless assailant cannot be justified until the 
person assaulted has retreated as far as he can, is applicable to 
A, B, 0, etc., just as it would be to A singly. Each of the 
Salvationists is defending, under the supposed circumstances, not 
his life, but his right to stand on a given plot of ground. 

Next, suppose that the attempt to disperse the Salvationists 
is made, not by the Skeleton Army, but by the police, who act 
under the order of magistrates who hold hon& jide, though 
mistakenly,' that a notice from the Home Secretary forbidding 
the Army to meet, makes its meeting an unlawful assembly. 

Under the.se circumstances, the police are clearly in the 
wrong. A policeman who assaults A, B, or C, does an act not 
admitting of legal justification. Nor is it easy to maintain that 
the mere fact of the police acting as servants of the Crown in 
supposed discharge of their duty makes it of itself incumbent 
uijon A to leave the meeting. 

The position, however, of the police differs in two important 
respects from that of move wrongdoers. Policeman A', when he 
tells A to move on, and compels him to do so, does not put A 
ill peril of life or limb, for A knows for certain that, if he leaves 
the meeting, he will not be further molested, or that if ho allows 
himself to be peaceably arrested, he has nothing to dread but 
temporary imprisonment and appearance before a magistrate, 
who will deal with his rights in accordance with law. Policeman 
X, further, asserts hon&Jide a supposed legal right to make A 
withdraw from a place where X lielieves A has no right to stand ; 
there is a dispute between A and A* as to a matter of law. This 
being the state of affairs, it is at any rate fairly arguable that 
A, B, and C have a right to stand simply on the defensive,* and 

’ See Beatli/ v. Otllhanhs, 9 Q. B. D. 308. 

® The legality, however, of even thi*. amount of resistance to the police is 
iloiihtfiil. “ Any man who atlrises a jinlilic assenihly wlicii the police come there 
to rVuperie them, to stand their ground shoulder by .shoulder, if that means to 
lesist the police, althoiigli it might not mean to resist hy striking tlicni ; yet if it 
meant to resist the poliee and not to disperse, tliat was illegal advice. If the 
police had interfered with them, they were not at liberty to resist in any such 
circumstances j they ought to have dispersed by law, and have sought their 
remedy against any unjust iiijerference afterwards. . . . This is a body of police 
acting under the respoii-sibility of the law, acting under the orders of those who 
would 1)0 responsible for the orders which they gave, charged with the public 
peace, and who wonid have authority to disperse when they received those 
orders, leaving those who shonld give them a deep responsibility if they should 
improperly interfere with the exercise of any such public duties. . . . Gentlemen, 
till" peaceable citizens aivi not in the performance of their duty if tlicy stand 
shoulder to .shoulder, and when the police come, and order the assembly to dis- 



QUESTIONS AS TO RIGHT OF PUBLIC MEETING 509 


remain where they are as long as they can do so without inflict- 
ing grievous bodily harm upon X and other jmlicemcn. Suppose, 
however, as is likely to be the fact, tliat, under the pressure of a 
large body of constables, the Salvationists cannot maintain their 
meeting without making use of arms — e.g., using bludgeons, 
swords, pistols, or the like. They have clearly no right to make 
use of this kind of force. A and his friends are not in peril of 
their lives, and to kill a policeman in order to secure A the 
right of standing in a particular place is to inflict a mischief out 
of all proportion to the importance of the mischief to A which 
he wishes to avert.^ A, therefore, if ho stabs or stuns X, can 
on no theory plead the right of self-defence. A and X further 
are, as already pointed out, at variance on a question of legal 
rights. This is a matter to be determined not by arms, but 
by an action at law. 

Let it further be noted that the supposed case is the most 
unfavourable for the police which can be imagined. They may 
well, though engaged in hindering what turns out to be a lawful 
meeting, stand in a much better situation than that of assailants. 
The police may, under orders, have fully occiqn’ed and filled 
up the ground which the Salvationists intend to use. When 
the Salvationists begin arriving, they find there is no place 
where they can meet. Nothing but the use of foi’ce, and 
indeed of extreme force, can drive the police aivay. This force 
the Salvation Army cannot use ; if they did, they would be using 
violence not on any show of self-defence, but to obtain possession 
of a particular piece of land. Their only proper course is the 
vindication of their rights by proceedings in Court. 

Of the older cases, Avhich deal with the question how far it is 
justifiable to resist by violence an arrest made by aji officer of 
justice Avithout due authority, it is difficult to make much use 
for the elucidation of the question under consideration,- for in 
these cases the matter discussed seems often to haA'e been not 
AA'hether A’s resistance AA^as justifiable, but Avhether it amounted 
to murder or only to manslaughter. There are, hoAvever, one or 
two more or less recent decisions Avhich have a real bearing on 
the right of the members of a public meeting to resist by force 
attempts to disperse it And these cases are, on the whole. 


peise, they do not disperse, hut insist on remaining, they are not in the peaceahie 
execution of any right or duty, bnt the contrary, and from that moment they 
become an illegal assembly.” — Reg, y, Ernest Jones, 6 St. Tr. (11. s.} 783, 811, 
summing np of AViUle, C. J. 

* Rec V. Fursey, G C. & P. 81 ; 3 St. Tr. (n. s.) 543. 

® See, e.g., Dixon's Case, 1 East, P. C. 313 ; Borthwick's Case, ibid . ; Withen's 
Case, 1 East, P. C. 233, 309 ; ’’’fioley's Case, 2 Lord Raymond, 1296. 
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when properly understood, not inconsistent with tlic inferences * 
already drawn from general principles. The doctrine laid down 
in JJcy. V. Hewlett,^ that A oiight not to inflict grievons bodily 
harm even upon X a wrongdoer unless in the strictest self- 
defence, is of the highest importance. Ilex v. Fnrse;/,- a decision 
of 183.1, has direct reference to the right of meeting. At a 
public meeting held that year in London, A carried an American 
flag which was snatched from him by A', a policeman, ivhereupon 
A stabbed X He was subsequently indicted under 9 Geo. T. 
c. 31, s. 12, and it appear.? to have been laid down by the judge 
that though, if the meeting was a legal one, A' had no right to 
snatch away A’s flag, still that even on the supposition that the 
meeting was a lawful assembly. A, if A' had died of his wound, 
would have been guilty cither of mau-slaughter, or very possibly 
of murder. Quite in keeping ivitli Ilex v. Furseij is the recent 
case of Reg. v. Harrison.^ Some of the expressions attributed, 
in a very compressed Tiewsp,aper report, to the learned judge 
who tried the ease, may bo open to criticism, but the principle 
involved in the defendant’s conviction, namely, that a rnffiiiu 
cannot assert his alleged right to walk down a particular street 
by stunning or braining a policeman, or a good citizen who is 
helping the policeman, is good law no less than good sense.^ 

Nor does the claim to assert legal rights by recourse to 
jristols or bludgeons receive countenance from two decisions 
occasionally adduced in its support. 

The one is Bee.ltg v, Gillbnnks.^ This case merely shows that 
a lawful meeting is not rendered an unlawful assembly simply 
because ruffians try to break it up, and, in short, that the breach 
of the peace which renders a meeting unlawful must, in general,® 
be a breach caused by the members of the meeting, and not by 
Avrongdoers who tvish to prevent its being held.'^ 

The second is M'Olemghati v. JFaters.^ The case may 
certainly be so explained as to lay down the doctrine that the 

M F. & F. 91. 

® 3 .St. Tr. (ii. s.) 543, and compare Criminal Code Coinniihbion Report, 
pp. 43, 44. 

® The Times, 19tli Deconihor 18iS7. 

* “Well, if any heads .arc liroken hefoie [after?] men .arc ordered [Uy the 
police] to dispense .and refuse to disperse, those who break their head.s will find 
their own heads in a very bad situation if they are brought into a court of law to 
answer for it. No jury would hesitate to convict, and no court woald hesitate to 
punish.” — Reg, v. Ernest Jones, 6 St. Tr. (n. b.) 783, 811, 812, summing up of 
Wilde, C. J. 

' 9 Q. B. D. 308. 

See p, 502, ante. 

^ As alrewly pointed out, the principle maintained in Beatty v. Gillbanks is 
itself open to some criticism. 

“ The Times, 18th July 1882. 
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police when engaged under orders in dis2)ersing a lawful meeting 
are not engaged in the “execution of their duty,” and that 
therefore the members of the meeting may persist in holding it 
in spite of the opposition of the police. Whether this doctrine 
be absolutely sound is open to debate. It does not necessarily, 
however, mean more than that a man may exercise a right, 
even though he has to use a moderate amount of force, against a 
person who attempts to hinder the exercise of the light. But 
M'Clenitfihan v. irafeis ccrtiiinl3' does not decide that the member 
of a lawful assembly may cxcicise whate^-er amount of force is 
necessaiy to lu-evcnt its Ijcing dispersed, and falls far short of 
justifying the proceedings of a Salvationist who brains a 
policeman rather than surrender the so-called light of public 
meeting. It is, however, doubtful whether M‘Ckmghan v. 
JFaters really supports even the doctrine that moderate resist- 
ance to the police is justifiable in order to jirevcnt the dispersing 
of a lawful assembly. The case pnrjiorts to follow Beaity v. 
Gillbaiilcs, and therefore the Court cannot be taken as intentionally 
going beyond, the principle laid down in that case. The question 
for the opinion of the Court, moreover, in M'Cleitmjliati v. Waters 
was, “ whether upon the facts stated the police at the time of 
“their being assaulted by the aiiiielhuits (Salvationists) ivere 
“legally justified in interfering to jirevent the ])rocession from 
“ taking place ” ; or, in other words, whether the meeting of the 
Salvationists was a lawful assembly 1 To this question, in the 
face of Beatty v. Gitlhanhs, but one rcidj' was possible. This 
answer the Court gave : they detenniued “ that in taking part 
“ in a procession the aiq»oIlants were doing only an act strictly 
“ lawful, and the fact tluit that act was believed likely to cause 
“othere to commit such as were unlawful, was no justification for 
“interfering with them.” Whether the Court determined any- 
thing more is at least open to doubt, and if they did detei'mine, 
as alleged, that the amount of the lesistance oft'ered to the 
police w'as lawful, this determination is, to say the least, not 
inconsistent with the stern punishment of acts like that com- 
mitted by the prisoner Tlan-isoii. 

No one, however, can disjiute that the lino between the 
forcible exercise of a right in the face of opposition, and an 
unjustifiable assault on those who oppose its exercise, is a fine 
one, and that many nice problems concerning the degi’ce of 
resistance which the members of a lawful meeting maj’ oiler to 
persons who wish to break it up .arc at present unsolved. The 
next p.atriot or niflian who kills or maims a policeman rather 
than compromise the right of public meeting will try what, from 
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a speculative point of view, may be considered a valuable legal 
experiment which promises results most interesting to jurists. 
The experiment will, however, almost certainly be tried at the 
cost, according to the vigour of his proceedings, of either his 
freedom or his life.^ 


NOTE VI 

DUTY OF SOLDIKRS CALLED UPON TO DISPERSE AN UNLAWFUL 

AS.SEMBLY 

On 7th September 1893 Captain Barker and a small number of 
soldiers were placed in the Ackton Colliery, in order to defend it 
from the attack of a mob. A body of rioters armed with sticks 
and cudgels entered the colliery yard, and with threats demanded 
the withdrawal of the soldiers. The mob gradually increased, 
and broke the windows of the building in which the troops 
were stationed and threw stones at them. Attempts were 
made to burn the building, and timber was actually set on fire. 
The soldiers I'etreated, but were at last surrounded by a mob of 
2000 persons. The crowd was called upon to disperse, and the 
Eiot Act read. More stones were hurled at the troops, and it 
was necessary to protect the colliery. At last, Ijefore an hour 
from the reading of the Riot Act, .and on the crowd refusing to 
disperse. Captain Barker gave orders to fire. The mob dispersed, 
but one or two bystanders were killed who were not taking an 
active part in the riot. Commissioners, including Lord Justice 
Bowen, afterwards Lord Bowen, were appointed to report on 
the conduct of the troops. The following passage from the 
repoi’t is an almost judicial statement of the law as to the duty 
of soldiers when called upon to disperse a mob : — 

“We pass ne.\t to the consideration of the all-important qiie-stion 
whether the conduct of the troops in firing on the crowd was 
justifiable ; and it becomes essential, for the sake of clearness, to 
state succinctly what the Jaw is which bears upon the subject By 

’ The whole summing up of AVihle, C. J., in Reg. v. Ernest Jones, 6 St. Tr. 
(n. s. ) 783, 807-816, merits particular attention. His language is extremely .strong 
ainl if it be taken os a perfectly correct exposition of the law, negatives the right 
to resist by force policemen who mth the bonH Jide intention to discharge their 
duty, disperse an asseiidily whicli may idtiiiintely turn out not to liave been an 
uiil.iwfnl assembly. ' ^ 
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jthe law of this country every one is bound to aid in the suppression 
of riotous assemblages. The degree of force, however, which may 
lawfully be used in their suppression depends on the nature of each 
riot, for the force used must always be moderated and jiroportioned 
to the circumstances of the case and to the end to be attained. 

“The taking of life can only be justified by the necessity for 
protecting persons or proper!}' against various forms of violent crime, 
or by the neceissity of dispei'siug a riotous ci’owd which is dangerous 
unless dispersed, or in the case of jjersons whose conduct has hcconie 
felonious through disobedience to the provisions of the Eiot Act, and 
who resist the attempt to disjieivse or apprehend them. The riotous 
crowd at the Ackton Hall Collieiy wiis one whose danger consisted in 
its manifest design violently to .set fire and do serious damage to the 
colliery property, and in pursuit of that object to assault those upon 
the colliery premises. It was a croud accordingly which threatened 
serious outrage, amounting to felony, to property and persons, and it 
became the duty of all peaceable subjects to assist in preventing this. 
The necessary prevention of such outrage on person and property 
justifies the guardians of the peace in the emidoymcnt against a 
riotous crowd of even deadly weapons. 

“ Officers and soldiers are under no special privileges and subject 
to no special responsibilities as regards this principle of the law. A 
soldier for the purpose of establishing civil order is only a citizen 
armed in a particular manner. He cannot because he is a soldier 
excuse himself if without necessity he takes human life. The duty of 
magistrates and peace officers to summon or to abstain from summoning 
the assistance of the military depends in like manner on the necessities 
of the case. A soldier can only act by using bis arms. The weapons 
he carries are deadly. They cannot bo employed at all without 
danger to life and limb, and in these days of improved rifles and 
perfected ammunition, without some risk of injuring distant and 
possibly innocent bystanders. To call for assistance against rioters 
from those who can only interpose under such grave conditions ought, 
of course, to be tbe last expedient of the civil authorities. But when 
the call for help is made, and a necessity for assistance from the mili- 
tary has arisen, to refuse such assistance is iu law a misdemeanour. 

“The whole action of tbe military wlien once called in ought, 
from first to last, to be based on the principle of doing, and doing 
without fear, that which is absolutely nece.ssary to prevent serious 
crime, and of exercising all care and skill with regard to what is 
done. No set of rules exists which governs every instance or defines 
beforehand every contingency that may arise^ One salutary practice 
is that a magistrate should accompany the troops. The pre.sence of a 
magistrate on such occasions, although not a legal obligation, is a 
matter of the highest iniportanJe. The military come, it may be, 
from a distance. They know nothing, probably, of the locality, or of 
the special circumstances. They find themselves introduced suddenly 
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on a field of action, and they need the counsel of tlio local justice, who** 
is presumably familiar with the details of the case. But, although 
the magistrate’s presence is of the highest value and moment, his 
absence does not alter the duty of the soldier, nor ought it to paralyse 
his conduct, but only to render him doubly careful as to the proper 
steps to be taken. No officer is justified by EnghVli law in standing 
by and allowing I'elonious outrage to be committed merely because of 
a magistrate’s aliscnce. 

“ The ipicstiou whether, on. any occasion, the tnoment has come for 
filing upon a mob of rioters, depends, as we have said, on the 
necessities of the case. Such firing, to he lawful, must, in the case of 
a riot like the present, he necessaiy to stoj) or prevent such serious 
and violent crime as we luive alluded to ; and it must he couducted 
without recklessness or negligence. IVhen the need is clear, the 
soldier’s duly is to fire witli all reasonable caution, so as to produce no 
further injury than' wbat is al«»lutely wauled for the purpose of 
protecting person and property. An order from the magistiate wlio is 
present is reipiired by military regulations, and wisdom and discretion 
are entirely in favonr of the observance of such a jjracliee. But the 
order of the magistrate has at law no legal ed’ect. Its presence does 
not justify tlie firing if the magistrate is wrong. Its absence does not 
e.\ciHe tliG odicer for declining to fire when the necessity e.'cists. 

“With the above doctrines of English haw the Riot Act does not 
interfere. Its effect is only to make the failure of n crowd to disperse 
for a whole hour after tlio proelainatioii has been read a felony j and 
oil this ground to alfonl a statutory jn-tification for dispersing a Icloiiious 
assemblage, even at the ri-k of taking life. In the case of the Aekton 
II.ill Collierig an lioiir had not elapsed after what is popularly called 
the reading uf tlie Riot Act, before the military fired. No jii.slilication 
for their firing can therefore he rested on the provisions of the Riot 
Act itself, the Inrlher consideration of v/hich may indeed be here 
dismissed from the case. But the fact that an hour liad not expired 
since its reading did not incapacitate the troops from acting when 
outrage had to be prevented. All their common law duty as citizens 
and soldiers remained in full force. Tbe justification of Captain 
Birker and his men must .stand or fall entirely by the common law. 
Was what they did necessary, and no more than was necessary, to ])ut 
a .stop to or prevent felonious crime ? In doing it, did they exercise 
all ordinary skill and caution, so as to do no more liarm than could 
he reasoniiblj' avoided ? 

“ If these two conditions are made out, the fact that innocent people 
liave sulTered does not involve the troops in legal responsibility. A 
guilty ringleader who under such conditions is shot dead, dies by 
justifiable homicide. An innocent person killed under such conditions, 
where no negligence has occurred, dies by an accidental death. The 
legal reason is not that the innocent person has to thank liimself for 
what has happened, for it is conceivable (thoueli not often likely) that 
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’he niey liii\o hecii iiiicoiiieioiis of any Juii"ci’ and iniiucent of all 
iiiijtnidence. The reason is that the soldier who fired has done nothing 
except «hat was his strict legal duly. 

“In nieiisiiriiig with the aid of siilj'fqnent evidence the exact 
necessities of the case as they cxi-tcd at the time at Ackton Hall 
Collier^', we have I'oinied a clear view that the troojis were in a position 
of great eiiibarrassment The vvithdravv'al of half their original force to 
Nosiell Colliery hail reduced tlicni to so small a iiuiiiljer as to render 
it difticiilt for them to defend the colliery premises effectively at night- 
time. The crowd for some hours hud been familiarisid with their 
jiresence, and had grow n defiant. All efforts at conciliation had failed. 
Darkness had meanwhile supcivened, and it was difficult for Cajitain 
Barker to estim.ite the exact number of his assailants, or to what 
extent he was being suriouiidcd and outflanked. Si.v or seven ajipeals 
had been made by the niagictrate to the crowd. The liiot Act had 
been read without result. A chaige had been made without avail. 
Much valuable colliery jiroperty was already blazing, and the tioops 
were with difliculty keeping at bay a mob armed with sticks and 
bludgeons, which was refusing to disiierse, pressing where it could 
into the collieiy premises, stoiimg the fiie-engine on its ai rival, and 
keeping up volleys of mi.'-siles. To ]irevent the colliery from being 
ovenuii ami themselves sui rounded, it was essential forllum fo lemain 
as close as ])usaihlc to the Green Lane entrance. Otherwise, theiioters 
would, under cov er of the darkness, have been aide to enter in force. 
To witlidraw from their position was, as we have alieady intiiiiiitcd, 
to abandon the collieiy offices in the rear I0 aison and violence. To 
hold the jiosition was not i>ossible, except at the risk of the men being 
seriously hurt and their force crijipled. Assaulted by mis.'-ilcs on all 
sides, we think that, in tlic events which had hajipeiied, Captain 
Barker ami his troops had no alternative left but to fire, and it teems 
to us that Mr. H.irtley was bouml to ixqiiire them to do so. 

“It cannot he expected that this view shouhl he adoptul by many 
of the crowd in Giecii Lane who were taking no attive pint in the 
riotou.s proceedings. Such jiersoiis had not, at the lime, Ihe means of 
'judging of the danger in which the troojis and the colliery stood. But 
no sympathy felt by us for the iiijui-ed bystanders, 110 sense which we 
entertain of regret that, owing to the smallness of the military force at 
Featlierstoiie ami the ]iroloiiged absence of a magistrate, matters bad 
drifted to sucli a pass, can blind ns to the fact lliat, as tilings stood at 
the supreme moment when the soldiers fired, tlieir action was nccessaiy. 
We feel it right to express our sense of the steadiness and discipline of 
the soldiers in the circumstances. We can »find no gimiiid for .any 
suggestion that the firing, if it was in fact necessary, wa.s conducted 
with other than reasonable skill and care. The darkniss rendered it 
impossible to take more piecautiou than had been already enijiloyed 
to discriminate between the lawless and the peaceable, and it is to be 
observed that even the first sliols fired produced little or no effect ujior 
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the crowd in inducing them to withdraw. If our conclusions on these' 
points be, as wc believe them to be, correct, it follows that the action 
of the troops was justified in law,” t 


NOTE VII 

THE MEANING OE AN “UNCONSTITUTIONAL” LAW 

The expression “ unconstitutional ” has, as applied to a law, 
at least three dilfercnt meanings varying according to the nature 
of the constitution with reference to which it is used : — 

(i.) The expression, as applied to an English Act of Parlia- 
ment, means simply that the Act in question, as, for instance, the 
Irish Cliurch Act, 18G9, is, in the opinion of the speaker, 02 )posed 
to the spirit of the English constitution ; it cannot mean that 
the Act is either a broach of law or is void. 

(ii.) The expression, as applied to a law jiassoil by the 
French Parliament, moans that the law, e-fj. c-xtending the 
length of the President’s tenure of office, is ojijioscd to the 
articles of the constitution. The expression does not neces- 
sarily moan tliat the law in question is void, for it is by no 
means certain that an}' French (Jourt will refuse to enforce a 
law because it is unconstitutional. The word would jirobably, 
though not of necessity, be, when emjdoyed by a Frenchman, a 
term of censure. 

(iii.) The expression, as ajiplied to an Act of Congress, 
means simply that the Act is one beyond the power of Congress, 
and is therefore void. The word does not in tliis case necessarily 
import any censure whatever. An American might, without any 
inconsistency, say that an Act of Congress was a good law, that 
is, a law calculated in his opinion to benefit the country, but that 
unfortunately it was “unconstitutional,” that is to say, ultra vires 
and void. 

^ Report of the committee appointed to inquire into the circumstances con- 
nected with the disturbances at Featheretone on the 7th of September 1893 
[C.— 7234]. 
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NOTE VIII 

SWISS FEDERALISSI 1 

The Swiss Federal Constitution may appear to a sup»erficial 
observer to be a copy in miniature of the Constitution of the 
United States ; and there is no doubt that the Swiss stsitesmon 
of 1848 did in one or two points, and notably in the formation 
of the Council of States or Senate, intentionally follow American 
precedents. But for all this, Swiss Federalism is the naturiil 
outgrowth of Swiss history, and bears a peculiar character of its 
own that well repays careful study. 

Three ideas undci'litj the institutions of modern Switzerland. 

The first is the uiicontestcd and direct sovereignty of the 
nation. 

In Switzerland the will of the peoide, when expressed in the 
mode provided by the Con.stitution, is admittedly supreme. 
This supremacy is not disputed by any political party or % any 
section of the community. No one dreams of changing the 
democratic basis of the national institutions. There does not 
exist in Switzerland any faction which, like the reactionists in 
Fiance, meditates the ovcrtlirow of the Jiepiiblic. There does 
not exist any section of the community which, like the 
Bohemians in Austria, or like the French in Aksaco, is, or may 
bo supposed to bo, disloyal to the central govcrnincnt. But in 
Switzerland not only the sujiremacy but the direct authority of 
the nation is, piactically as well as theoretically, acknowledged. 
The old idea of the opposition between the government and the 
people has vanished. All jiarts of tlie government, including in 
that teim not only the Executive but also the Legislative 
bodies, are the recognised agents of the nation, and the peojile 
intervene directly in all important acts of legislation. In 
Switzerliind, in short, the nation is sovereign in the sense in 
which a powerful king or queen was sovereign in the time when 
monarchy rvas a predominant power in European countries, and 
we shall best understand the attitude of the Swiss nation toivards 
its representatives, whether in the Executive or in Parliament, 
by considering that the Swiss people 9 ccupies a position not 
unlike that held, for example, by Elizabeth of England. How- 
ever great the Queen’s authonty, she was not a tyrant, but she 

* See Lovrell, Governments and ParUesin Continental Europe, ii., Sivitzerland, 
pp. 180-336 ( Orelli, Das Staatsrecht der Schweizerisehen Eidgenossenschaft ; 
Hanjuardsen’s I/aiidiuc/i des OtiTentlihen liechts, iv. i, 2, 
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really in the last resort governed the country, and her ministers 
were her servants and carried out her policy. The Queen did 
not directly legislate, but by her veto and by other means she 
controlled all imiiortant legislation. Such is, si)eaking roughly, 
the position of the Swiss people. The Pederal E-'cccutive and 
tlie Tederal Parliament pursue the lines of policy approved by 
the poojjle. Under the name of the llefercndiim there is 
exercised a popular veto on laws passed by the Legislature, and 
of recent 3’cars, under the name of the Initiative, an attempt 
has beeti made at more or less direct legislation by the peop'e. 
"Whatever be the merits of Swiss institutions, the idc'a which 
governs them is obvious. The nation is monarch, the Executive 
and the members of the Legislature arc the people’s agents or 
ministers. 

The .second idea to which Swiss in.stitutioiis give c.vprcssion 
is that jiolitics arc a matter of bu-sincss. The s\stcm of Swiss 
government is business-like. The afl’.iirs of the nation are 
transacted by men of capacitj', who give efl’cet to the will of the 
nation. 

The last and most original Saiss conception is one which it 
is not easy for foreigners bred up under other constitutional 
systems to gra.sp. It is that the existence of political parties 
does not nccc.ssitate the adoption of party government. 

Those are the iirinciples or conceptions embodied in Swiss 
institutions ; thoj^ are closely' inter-connected, they pervade and 
to a great extent explain the operation of the different parts of 
the Swiis Constitution. Many of its features are of course common 
to all federal governments, but its special characteristics are due 
to the prcdomin.mco of the three ideas to which the reader’s 
attention has been directed. That this is so will be seen if 
we e.xamiiie the ditrereiit parts of the Swiss Constitution. 

I. The. Ftulnal Council. — ^I'liis body, which wo shoidd in 
England call the MiiiisLiy, consists of seven persons elected at 
their first meeting by' the two Chambers which make up the 
Swiss I’cclcral Assembly or Coiigrc.s.s, and for this purpo.sc 
sit together. The Councillors hold office for three years, and 
being elected after the first meeting of the Assembly^, which 
itself is elected for three years, keep their places till the next 
Federal Assembly meets, when a new election takes place. The 
Councillors need not bej but in fact are, elected from among the 
members of the Federal Assembly, and though they lose their 
seats on election, yet, as they cat take part in the debates of 
each House, may for practical purposes be considered members 
of the Assembly or Parliament The powers confided to the 
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Council me wide. The Council is the Executive of the Con- 
fetleracj’ inul pos.scisscs tiie autliority iiiiturally l>eloiigiiig to the 
iiiitioiiiil gnvcnimeut. It discharges also, strange as this may 
aiipear to Englishmen or Americans, many judicial functions. 
To the Council are in many cases rcfericd questions of 
“administivitive law,” and also certoin classes of what English- 
men or Ameiieans consider stiictly legal questions. Thus the 
Council ill etl'cct detcriniiicd some jears ago uhat were the 
rights as to meeting in public of the Sahation Aimy, and 
whether and to what extent Cantonal legislation conlcl prohibit 
or regulate their lueetiiig-s. The Council again gives the required 
sanction to the Constitutions 01 to alteratii'iis in the Constitu- 
tions of the Cantons, and detci mines uhether clauses in siicli 
Constitutions are. or arc not, inconsistent vith the aiticles of 
the Federal Constitution. The Council is in fact the centre of 
the whole Swiss Federal system ; it is called upon to keep up 
good relations between the Cantons aiicl the Federal or National 
government, and geneially to provide for the preservation of 
Older, and nltiniivtoly for the maintenance of the law ihronghout 
the whole coiiiitiy. All foreign aflairs fall under the Council’s 
supervision, and the conduct of foreign iclations must, under 
the circumstancc.s of Switzerland, always foini a most important 
and difficult jiait of the duties of the goveinmeiit. 

Though the Councillois are elected they are not dismissiblo 
hy the Assembly, and in so far the Council may be eonsidered 
an independent body ; but from another point of view the 
Council has no indepeudciiee. It is c.xpcctccl to cany out, and 
does carry ont, the policy of the Assembh’, and nltimately the 
policy of the nation, just as a good man of business is expected 
to carry ont the orders of his employer, klniiy mutters which 
are practically detenniiied by the Conneil might constitutionally 
be decided by the Aa.scmbiv itself, which, howcAer, ns a ride 
leaves the transaction of affiiir.s in the hands of the Council. 
But the Council makes icpoits to the Assembly, and were tlie 
Assembly to express a distinct resolution on any siil'ject, effect 
would be given to it. Nor is it expected that either the 
Council or individual Conncillors should go out of office because 
proposals or laws presented by them to the Assembly are 
rejected, or because a law ]>assed, with the approv.al of the 
Council, by the Chambers, is vetoed on being referred to the 
people. The Council, further, though as the members thereof, 
being elected by the Federai Assembly, must in general agree 
with the sentiments of that body, does not represent a Parlia- 
mentary majority as does an English or a Fi'cncli Ministry. The 
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Councillors, though elected for a term of three years, are re- 
eligible, and as a rule are re-elected. The consequence is that 
a man may hold office for sixteen yeai’s or more, and that the 
character of the Council changes but slowly ■, and there have, it 
is said, boon eases in which the majority of the Parliament 
belonged to one party and the majority of the Council to another, 
and this want of harniony in general political views between the 
Parliament and the Government did not lead to inconvenience. 
In truth the Council is not a Cabinet but a Hoard for the 
management of business, of wdiich Board the so-called President 
of the Confederation, who is annually elected from among the 
members of the Council, is merely the chairman. It may fairly 
be compi'-red to a Board of Directors chosen by the members of 
a large joint-stock company. In one sense the Board has no 
independent power. The majority of the shareholdcis, did they 
choose to do so, could always control its action or reverse its 
policy. In anotlicr sense, as we all know, a Board is almost free 
from control. As long as things are well, or even tolcrabl)’', 
managed, the sharcholdci's have neither the wish nor practically 
the power to interfere. They know that the directors possess 
knowledge and e.vperieiico ■which the shareholders lack, and that 
to interfere witli the Board’s management would imperil the 
welfare of the association. So it is with the Federal Council. 
Its dopendenee is the source of its strength. It does not come 
into conflict with the Asscrahly; it therefore is a permanent 
bod}', which carries on, and cames on with marked success, the 
admiiiisti-ation of public affairs. It is a body of men of business 
who tramsact the l)usinc.s.s of the State. 

It is worth while to dwell at some length on the constitution 
.and character of the Swiss Council or Board, because it gives ns 
a kind of Executive differing both from the Cabinet government 
of England or France, and from the Presidential government of 
Americ.a. The Council does not, like an English Cabinet, repre- 
sent, at any rate directly .and immediately, a jircdominant 
political p.arty. It is not liable to be at any moment dismissed 
from ofbcc. Its members keep their seats for a period longer 
than the time during which cither .an English Ministry or an 
Amoi'ican President can hope to retain office. But the Council, 
though differing greatly from a Cabinet, is a Parliamentary 
or semi-P.arliamentary Executive.^ It has not, like an American 
President, an independent authority of its own which, being 
derived from popular election, may transcend, and even he 
opposed to, the authority of the Legislature. The constitutional 


* See Note III. p. 480, xnte. 
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history of Switzerland since 1S48 has exhibited none of those 
conflicts between the Executive and the legislative body which 
have occurred more than once in the United States. The 
position of the Council may. if we seek for an historical parallel, 
he compared with that of the Council of St.ate under the 
Cromwellian Instrument of Government, and indeed occupies very 
nearly the position which the Council of State would have held 
had the Instrument of Government been, in accordance with the 
wishes of the Parliamentary Opposition, so modified as to allow 
of the frequent re-election by Parliament of the members of the 
Council.^ If we desire a modern parallel wo may perhaps find 
it in the English Civil Service. The members of the Council are, 
like the ])eim.inent heads of the English Government offices, 
officials who have a permanent tenure of office, who are in strict- 
ness the servants of the State, and who are expected to ciirry 
out, and do carry out, measures which they may not have 
framed, and the policies of which they may not approve. This 
comparison is the more in.strnctiA’e, because in the absence of an 
elaborate Civil Service the members of the Council do in efl'ect 
discharge rather the duties of permanent civil servants than of 
ministers. 

II. The. Federal — This Parliament is certainly 

modelled to a certain extent on the American Congress. For 
several purposes, however, the two clianihers of which it consists 
sit together. As already ])oiiited onb when ihu.s combined they 
elect the Federal Council or Ministry. The Assembly, moreover, 
is, unlike any representative assembly to which the English 
people arc accustomed, on certain atlministnitive matters a final 
Court of Appeal from the CVmncil. The main function, however, 
of the Assembly is to receive reports from the Council and to 
legislate. It sits hut for a short period each year, and confines 
itself pretty closely to the transaction of business. I^aws passed 
by it may, when refei'red to the jHiople, he vetoed. Its members 
are pretty constantly re-elected, and it is apparently one of the 
most orderly and husiiicss-like of Parliaments. 

The Assembly consists of two chambers or houses. 

The Council of States, or, as wc m.ay more eonvcniontly call 
it^ the Senate, represents the Cantons, each of which as a rule 
sends two members to it. 

The National Council, like the American House of Eejire- 
sentatives, directly represents the citizens. It varies in iiiunbors 

o 

* See the “Constitutional Bill of the First Pnrlininent of the Proteetornte,” 
cap. 39 ; Gardiner, OonstUutional DocmneiUs of the I’nriUm liei'olutwii, pp. 366, 
367. > 
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with the growth of the popuhitioii, and each Canton is repi'o- 
eented in proportion to its population. 

In one important respect the Federal Assembly differs from 
the American Congress. In the United States the Senate has 
hitherto been the more influential of the two Houses. In 
Switzerland the Council of States was expected by the founders 
of the Constitution to wield the sort of authority which belongs 
to tlie Amcricjiii Senate. This expectation has been disappointed. 
The Council of States has played quite a secondary jsart in the 
working of the Constitution, and possesses niueh less power than 
the National Council. Tfic reasons given for this are various. 
The members of the Council are paid by the Cantons wliicli they 
represent. The time for which they hold office is regulated by 
each Canton, and has generally been short. The Council has 
no special functions such as has the Aineiican Senate, and the 
general result has been that Icailing statesmen have sought for 
scats not in the Council of State, but in the National Council. 
One cause of the failure on the part of the Council of States 
to fulfil the expectations of its creators seems to have escaped 
Swiss attention. 'J’ho position aiul functions of tlic Federal 
Council or Jlinisiry, its permanence and its relation to the Federal 
Parliament, make it imiiossiblo for the chamber wliicli represents 
the Cantons to fill the place winch is occu[)iod in America, by 
the House which represents the States. The inferior position 
of the Swiss Clouneil of States deserves notice. It is one of 
the pirts of the Constitution which w.as suggested by the 
experience of a foreign country, .md for this a cry reason has, 
it may be suspected, not fitted in with the native institutions 
of Switzcil.ind. 

III. The Faleral Tribunal } — ^This Court was constituted by 
statesmen who knew the weight and authority which belongs to 
the Supreme Court of the United States ; but the Federal 
Tribunal was from the beginning, and is still, a very different 
body from, and a much less powerful body than, the American 
Supreme Court. It is composed of fourteen judges, and as many 
substitutes elected for six years by the Federal Assembly, which 
also designates the President and the Vice-President of the 
Court for two years at a time. It possesses ciiminal jurisdiction 
in cases of high treason, and in regard to what wo may term 
high crimes and misderacanours, though its powers as a criminal 
Court are Kiroly put into operation. It has jurisdiction as 
regards suits between the Confederation and the Cantons, and 
between the Cantons themselves, and generally in all suits in 


1 Liwcll, ii. II. 21') ; Orelli, ,ap. 38-44. 
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whicli Uiu ConCuduiiiUDii or a Clinton is ii jKirtj'. It also 
determines all matters of pulilic law, and has by degrees, m 
coiisequcDce of fedcial legislation, liceii made vii-tiially a general 
Court of Appeal fiom the Cantonal tribunals in all eases arising 
under federal laws where the amount in dispute exceeds 3000 
francs. Add to this that the Court entertains complaints of the 
violation of the constitutional rights-of citizens, and this whether 
the right alleged to be violated is gnaranteed by a Federal or 
by a Cantonal constitution. The primary object for which the 
Court was constituted was the giving decisions, or rather the 
making of judicial declarations where points of public law arc 
in dispute; and its civil jurisdiction has, under the stress of 
circumstances, been increased bc 3 'ond the limits witbiii which the 
founders of the Swiss Constitution intended it to he restrained. 
Blit the Federal Ti'ihiiiial, though po.sscssed of a wide and some- 
what indefinite jurisdiction, wields nothing like the power 
possessed hy the Supreme Court of the United States. It has 
no jurisdiction whatever in controversies with reference to 
“ administrative law ” ; those are reserved for the Federal 
Council, and ultimately for the Federal Asscmbl}’,^ and the term 
“administrative controversies” has heen given a very extensive 
signification, so that the Court ha.s been excluded “from the 
consideration of a long list of subjects, sneb as the right to carry 
on a trade, commercial trcatic.s, consumption taxes, game laws, 
certificates of pi'ofcssiomd capacity, iactory acts, bank-notes, 
weights and measures, primary public schools, saiiitaiy police, 
and the v.iliditj' of cantonal elections,” ^ which would jnimCi fade 
seem to fall witliin its competence. Tlie- Trilanial, moreover, 
though it can treat cantonal laws as unconstitutional, and there- 
fore invalid, is bound by the Constitution to tieat all federal 
legislation as lah’d.® 

The judges of the Federal Tribunal arc a])])oiiitcd by the 
Federal Assembly, and for short teims. The Tribunal stands 
alone, instead of being at the head of a national judicial 
system. It has further no oflicinls of its own for the enforce- 
ment of its judgments. They are executed primarily by the 
cantonal authorities, and ultimately, if the cantonal aiillioritics 
fail ill their duty, by the Fideral Council.^ The control, more- 
over, exerted by the Federal Tribunal over the acts of Federal 
officials is incomplete. Any citizen may sue an official, hut, as 
already pointed out, administrative controversies arc excluded 

e 

^ See Swiss Constitution, Art. 85, s. 12, and Ait. 113. ^ T.owcIl, p. 218. 

* See Swiss Constitution. Art. 113 ; Briutoii Coie, Judicial Power and 
UncnnstUulinnal Legislatiou, p. Sfi. 

* See Adams, Swiss ConfedMittun, pp. 74, 7."*. 
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from the Court’s jurisdiction, and in case there is a conflict of ' 
jurisdiction between the Federal Council and the Federal 
Tribunal, it is decided not by the Court but by the Federal 
Assembly, which 02 ie would expect to support the authority of 
the Council. The Federal Tribunal, at any rate, cannot as 
regards such disputes fix the limits of its own competence.^ 
Under these circumstances it is not surprising that the Tribunal 
exorcises less authority than the Supreme Court of the United 
States. What may excite some surprise is that, from the very 
nature of federalism the jurisdiction of the Federal Tribunal 
has, in S 2 >ite of all disadvantages under which the Court suffers, 
year by year increased. Thus until 1893 cpiestions relating to 
religious libert}', and the rights of different sects, were reserved 
for the decision of the Federal Assembly. Since that date they 
have been transferred to the jurisdiction of the Federal Tribunal. 
This very transfer, and the whole relation of the Tribunal, the 
Council, and the Assembly resiiectively, to questions which 
would in England or the United States be necessarily decided by 
a law court, serve to remind the reader of the imj>CT'foct recog- 
nition in Switzerland of the “rule of law,” us it is iniderstood 
in England, and of the sei>aratiori of powers as that doctrine is 
understood in many continental countries.® 

IV. The Iteferend nm .^ — If in the constitution of the Federal 
Tribunal atid of the Council of Stiites wo cun ti'uce the influence 
of American examples, the referendum, .as it exists in Switzerland, 
is an institution of native growth, wliieh has received there a fur 
more comidete ajid extensive develojmient thiin in any other 
country. If we omit all details, and de.al with the referendum .as 
it in f.act exists under the Swiss Federal Constitution, we may 
describe it as an ai’rangcment by which no alteration or .amend- 
ment in the Constitution, and no federal law which any large 
number of Swiss citizens think of importance, comes finally into 
force untd it has been submitted to the vote of the citizens, and 
h.as been s<anctioned by .a m.ajority of the citizens who actually 
vote. ) It m.iy be added that a change in the Constitution thus 
referred to the people for sanction cannot come into force unless 
it is approved of both by a m.ajority of the citizens who vote, 
and by a majority of the Cantons. It must further be noted 
that the referendum in different forms exists in all but one of 

' See Lowell, p. 220. B Lowell, pp. 218, 219. 

■' See Lowell, ii. cli.ap. xli. j Adams, .SJiuss Confederation, eli.ap. vi. Tlie 
refercnilum, thoiigli not under that name, exiits lor many purposes in the 
iliirerent States of the American Union. There is no trace of it, oi‘ of any 
iustitiition corresponding to it, in the Constitution of the United States. Com- 
pare Oberlioltzer, Referendain. in A inerica 
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tho Swiss CiiiitOTiR, iuul may therefore now he cojisidered an 
essential feature of Swiss constitution.'ilism. The referendum is 
therefore in ellbct a nation’s veto. It gives to the citizens of 
Switzerland exactly that j)owcr of arresting legislation which is 
still in theory and was in the time, for example, of Elizabeth 
actually possessed by an English monarch. A bill could not 
finally become a law until it had obtained the consent of the 
Crown. In 23opular language, the Crown, in case the monarch 
dissented, might be said to veto the bill. A more accurate way 
of describing the Crown’s action is to say that tho King threw 
out or rejected the bill j\ist as did the House of I.ords or the 
House of Commons when either bodj^ refused to 2 )ass a bill. 
This is in substance the jwsition occupied bj' the citizens of 
Switzerland when a law jjassed by tlic Federal Assembl}’" is 
submitted to them for their approlxition or I'ejection. If they 
give their assent it becomes the law of the land ; if they refuse 
their assent it is vetoed, oi', speaking more accurately, the pwo- 
posed law is not allowed to ])ass, i.e. to become in reality a law. 

The rcf'erctidum has a ptirely negative ell'cct. It is in many 
of the Cantonal Constitutions, and in the Federal Constitution 
to a certain extent, supplemented by what is called tho Initiative 
— that is, a device by wliich a ccrtiiin number of citizens can jjro- 
pose a law and re(iniro a i) 0 ]>uhir vote upon it in siiitc of the refusal 
of the legislature to adopt their views.^ The Initiative has, under 
the Federal Constitution at any rate, received as yet hut little 
trial. "Whether it can be under any circumstances a successful 
mode of legislation may be doubted. All that need here be 
noted is that while the introduction of the Initiative is neither 
in theory nor in fact a iiecessjuT consequence of tlie maintenance 
of the referendum, both institutions arc examides of the way 
in which in Switzerland the citizens take a direct part in 
legislation. 

The referendum, tah’eu in combination with the other pro- 
visions of the Constitution, and with the general character of 
Swiss federalism, tends, it is conceived, to jjioduce two eftects. 

(i It alters, in the fii-st place, tlic jwsitioji both of the Legislature 
and of the Executive. The Assembly and the Focleral Council 
become obviously the agents of tho Swiss people. This state 
of things, while it decreases the power, may also increase the 
freedom of Swiss statesmen. A memhdr of the Council, or the 
Council itself, proposes a law which is passed by the Legislature. 
It is, we will suppose, as hfcs often happened, refen’cd to the 
people for aijproval and then rejected. The Council and the 


I ' fjowell, p. 280. 
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Assembly bow without" any discredit to the popular decision., 
There is no reason why the members either of the Council or of 
the Legislature should resign their seats ; it has frequently 
happened that the electors, whilst disapproving of certain laws 
submitted for their acceptance by the Fcdei'al Assembly, have 
re elected the very men whose legislation they have refused to 
accept. Individual politicians, on the other hand, who advocate 
particular measures just because the failure to pass these measures 
into law does not involve resignation or c.vpulsion fiom oflSce, 
can openly e.vprcss their political views even if these views 
dilfer from the opinions of the people. The referendum, in 
the second place, discouniges the growth of party govcininent. 
The electors do not feel it necessary that the Oonncil, or even 
the Assembly, should strictly represent one party. Where the 
citizens themselves can veto Icgi.dation which they disapprove, it 
matters comparatively little that soiiio of their lepresentatives 
should entertain political opinions which do not at the inomeut 
commend themselves to the majority of the electorate. The 
habit, moreover, acquii'od of taking part in legislation must prob- 
ably accustom Swiss citizens to consider any i)roposod law more 
or less oil its merits. They are at any rate less prone than are 
the voters of most countries to support a party program nio which 
possibly does not as to every one of its provisions command the 
assent of any one voter. It may, of course, on the other hand, 
be maintained that it is the incomplete development of jiarty 
government in Switzcrl.ind which favouis the adoption of the 
referendum. TTowever this may be, there can bo little doubt 
tliat the existence of the most peculiar of Swiss institutions has 
a close connection with the condition of Swiss ])artics. 

Swiss Fcdcrali.sm has been, as we have already pointed out, 
considerably Influenced liy American Fuderali.sin, and it is almost 
impossible for an intelligent student not to com])are the most 
sncce.ssriil federal and democratic government of the New World 
with the most successful federal and democratic government of 
Europe, for the hi-,tory and tlic institutions of America and of 
Switzerland exhibit just that kind of likeness and niilikeiicss 
which excites compari-soii. 

■,.^'Tlie United States and Switzerland are both by nature 
federations; neither country could, it is pretty clear, prosper 
under any but a federal constitution ; both countries are, at the 
present day at any rate, by nature democracies. In each 
country the States or Cantons have^sxisted before the federation. 
In each country state patriotism was originally a far stronger 
sentiment than the feeling of national unity. In America and 
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in Ftvit 7 .crl:i)nl national niiitj- lias been llie gi-owtli of neecsitr. 
It is also prt"liable that the sentiment of iiatiomil unity, now that 
it has been once evolcecl, will in the long run triuin]>h ovw the 
feeling of State rights or State sovereignty, Tn a very nnigh 
manner, moreover, there is a certain likeness Iwttveon what may 
be called the fedenil history of lotli countries. In America and 
in Switzerland there existed for a long time causes which prt*' 
vented and ihretttened fiiuilly to arrest the progress towaixls 
national unity. Slavery i>layod in the Uiiilwl St.-itos a part 
which resembled at jttiy rale the pirt played in Swiss history 
by religious divis'ons. In America and in Switzerland a less 
progressive, but united and warlike, minority of States held for 
a long time in check the influence of the richer, the more 
civihs' d, and the less united Slates. Constant disputes .as to the 
area of slavery bore at tiny rate an analogy to the disputes abont 
the common territories which at one time divided the Cntholie 
and Protestant Cantons. Secession was aiuieipjitod by the 
Sondorbund, and the triumph of finvnt was not more complete 
than the triumpit of Dufour. Jsor is it at all certain that the 
military genius of the American was greater than the military 
genius of the Swiss general. The 'W.ar of Seces.«ion and the \I'nr 
of the Sonderbund had this further quality in common. They 
each absolutely concluded the controversies out of which they 
had arisen ; they each so ended that vietors ami vanquished 
alike soon became the loyal citizens of the same Eepublic. 
Each country, lastly, may attribute its piosperity, with plausi- 
bility at least, to its institutions, and these institutions bear in 
their general fcatvircs a marked similaritj'. 

The unlikcncss, however, helwccn American .■uid Swiss 
Fedi'ralism is at least as remarkable as the likeness. America is' 
the Iarge.st as Switzerland is the smallest of Confederations; 
more tlian one American State c.xceeds in size and poi>ul!ilion 
the whole of the Swiss Confedersicy. The American X’nion is 
^"0111 every ]ioint of view a modern state; the hcioie ago of 
Switzerland, as far as military glory is concerned, had dosed 
before a single European had set foot in America, and tho in- 
dependence of Swit/.eiland Wiis acknowledged by Euitapo more 
than a century before the United States began their jioliticnl 
existence. American institutions are tho direct outgrowth of 
English idcfas, and in the main of the English ideas Avliieh pre- 
vailed in England during the democratic movement of the 
seventeenth century ; AmeA'can society wns never nmler tho 
influence of feudalism. The democracy' of Switzerlaml i.s imbued 
in many respects rvith continental ideas of govcrninctit, atid till 
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the time of the great Fi'encli Revolution, Swiss society was- 
filled with inequalities originating in feudal ideas. The United 
States is made up of States which have always been used to 
representative institutions ; the Cantons of Switzerland have 
been mainly accustomed to non-representative, aristocratic or 
democratic government. Under these eircumstanccs, it is 
naturally to be e.xpectcd that even institutions which possess a 
ccrtiiin formal similarity should display an essentially different 
character in countries which differ so widely as the United 
States and Switzerland. 

These dilferences may be thus roughly summed up : American 
Federalism is st!-ong where Swiss Federalism is weak; where 
American Federalism is weak, Swi.ss Federalism is strong. 

The Senate and tlie Judiciar}' of the United States have 
lightly cveited more admiration than any other part of the 
American Constitution. They have each, been, to a certain 
extent, imitated by tbe founders of the existing Swiss Republic. 
But in neither instance has the imitation been a complete 
success. The Council of States has not the authority of the 
Senate ; the Federal Tribunal, though its power appears to be 
on the increase, cannot stand comparison with the Supreme 
Court. The judicial arrangements of Switzerland would .appear, 
at any rate to a foreign critic, to be tlie least satisfactory 
of Swiss institutions, and the exercise by the Federal Council 
and the Federal Assembly of judici.al powers is not in unison 
with the best modern idea.s as to the due administr.ation of 
justice. 

The fe.aturc^ in Americ.an institutions which receive very 
qualified approval, if not .actual censure even from favourable 
critics, are the mode in which the President is appointed, the 
relation of the Executive Government to the Houses of Congi’ess, 
the disastrous dc^'elopmenE of party organis-ation, and the waste 
or corruption which are the consequence of the predominance of 
pai’ty managers or wirepullers. 

The Federal Council, on the other hand, forms as good an 
Executive as is possessed by any country in the world. It 
would appear to a foreign observer (though on such a matter 
foreign critics are singularly liable to delusion) to combine in a 
rare degree the advantages of a Parliamentary and of a non- 
Parliamontary government. It acts in uniform harmony with 
the elected representatives of the people, but though appointed 
by the legislature, it enjoys a permanent tenure of office un- 
known to Parliamentary Cabinets or to elected Presidents. 
Though p.arties, again, exist, and p.arty spirit occasionally runs 
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high in Switzerland, party government is not found there to be 
a necessity. The evils, at any rate, attributed to government 
by party are either greatly diminished or entirely averted. 
The Caucus and the “Machine” are all but unknown. The 
country is freed from the unwholesome excitement of a Presi- 
dential election, or even of a general election, which, as in England, 
determines which party shall have possession of the government. 
There is no notion of spoils, and no one apparently even hints at 
corruption. 


NOTE IX 

^ AUSTRALIAN FEDERALISM ^ 

The aim of Australian statesmen has been to combine in the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth ideas borrowed from the 
federal and republican constitutionalism of the United States, 
or, to a certain extent, of Switzerland, with ideas derived from 
the Unitarian- and monarchiavl constitutionalism of England. 
They have also created for the Commonwealth itself, and retained 
for each of the several States thereof, the relation which has for 
years existed between England and the self-governing colonies 
of Australia. 

Hence the Commonwealth exhibits four main characteristics : 
iirst, a Federal form of Government; secondly, a Parliamentary 
Executive ; ihirdh/, an effective Method for amending the Con- 
stitution ; fomihhj, the maintenance of the liclation which exists 
between the United Kingdom and a self-governing colony. 

A. Federal Government 

The Commonwealth is in the strictest sense a federal 
government. It owes its birth to the desire for national unity 
which pervades the whole of Australia, combined® with the 
determination on the part of the several colonies to retain as 
States of the Commonwealth as large a measure of independence 

I The Coniniomvealth of Austr^ia Constitution Act, 63 & 64 Viet. 0 . 12. 
Quick and Giirran, The Annotated Conutitwtimi qf the Australian Common- 
wealth, Moore, The Commonwealth of Australia. Bryce, i. Studies in History 
mud Jurisprudence, Essay VIII. 

® See p. 135, ante. ^ ® See pp. 136-139, ante. 
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as may l>e found compiitiljlo with the recognition of Anslraliiin < 
nationality. The creation of a true federal governnieiit has 
been achieved mainly bj^ following, without however copying 
in any servile spirit, the fundamental principles of American 
fedemlism. As in the United States so in the Australian 
Commonwealth the Constitution is (subject of course to the 
sovereign power of the Imperial Parliament) the supreme law 
of the land;^ the Constitution itself in the Australian Common- 
wealth, as in the United States, fi.ves and limits the spheres of 
the federal or national govermnciit .and of the States respect- 
ively, and morever defines these spheres in accordance with the 
jn’incii)le that, while the powers of the national or federal 
government, including in the term government both the Kxccutivi) 
and the P.irliament of the Commonwealth, are, though wide, 
definite and limited, tlio powers of the separate States are 
indefinite, so that any power not iossigned by the Constitution to 
the federal government remains vested in each of the several 
States, or, more accurately', in the P.u-luimeiit of each State.- 
In this point Aitstraliaa statesmen liave followed the example, 
not of Can ul.i, hut of tin* United Suites and of Switzerland. 
The methods again for keeping the governmonb of the Common- 
wealth on the one side, and the States on the other, within 
their proper spheres h.ive been suggested in the main hy 
American e.xpoiioiice. The Parliament of the Commonwealth 
is so constituted as to gnar.intco within rcasonahlc limits the 
maintenance of State rights. For whilst the House of Itrprc- 
sontatives I’eprc-eiits mimher.s, the Senate represents the States 
of the ConimonwcalLli, an I each of tlio Original States is 
entitled, irrespective of its size and pojmlation, to an orpial 
number of .senators.-'’ The Constitution, lurther, is so framed as 
to secure respect for the Senate ; the longer term for which the 
Senators are olect,--d and the scheme of retirement by rotation, 
which will, in general, protect the Senate from a dissolution, are 
intended to make the Senate a more permanent, and therefore 
a more experienced, body than the Ilonse of f!eprosciitatives, 
which can under no circumstances e.xist for more than three 
years, and may very uell be dissolved before that period has 
elapsed ; then too the senators will, as the Constittition now 
stands, represent the whole of the State for which they sit.^ 
The States, again, retain a large amount of legislative inde- 

' Constitution, ss. 51, 103. n “ Ibid. ss. 106, 107. 

Ihi i. s. 7. Sucli experience however ns c.m lio snpplieii by tlio events of 
eight years shows, it is sahl, that the Senate is alisoiiitely hostile to the inniiiteii- 
oiioB of Stste rights, .sml far more so than the Hon.se of Representatives. 

•* Ih-'t - 7 
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pendencc. Neither the Executive nor the Parliainent of the 
Commonwealth can either directly or indirectly veto the legisla- 
tion, e.g., of the Victorian Parliament. Lastly, the law Courts, 
and especially the Federal Supreme Court, are, as in the United 
States, the guardians of the Constitution, for the Courts are 
called upon, in any case which comes before them for decision, 
to pass judgment, should the point be raised, upon the con- 
stitutionality, or, in other words, upon the validity under the 
Constitution of any Act passed either by the Parliament of the 
Commonwealth or by the Parliament of, c.g., Victoria. That 
this duty is laid upon the Courts is not indeed expressly stated 
in the Constitution of the Commonwealth, any more than in 
the Constitution of the United States; but no English law3er 
can doubt that the Courts, and ultimately the Federal Supremo 
Court, are intended to be the intcrprctcri5, and in this sense the 
protectors of the Constitution. They are, be it noted, in no 
way bound, as is the Swiss Fedei-al tribunal, to assume the con- 
stitutionality of laws passed by the federal legislature. 

The founder.s, then, of the Commonwealth have, guided in 
the main by the example of the United State."!, created a true 
federal goverimicnt ; but they have, we shall find, as far as is 
compatible with the existence of federalism, imported into the 
Constitution ideas borrowed, or nither inherited, from England. 
This is specially visible in 

B. The rarhamenlarg Executive 

The Executive of the Commonwealth is a parliamentary 
Cabinet, such as has long existed in England, and as exists in 
all the self-governing Biitish colonics. 'J'he authors indeed 
of the Australian Constitution have, true to English jji'c- 
cedent, never made use of the word cabinet ; tbuy'^ have not 
even in so many words enacted that the executive shall be a 
body of ministers responsible to the federal Parliament; but no 
one who has the least acipiaiiitaucc with the history' of the 
English constitution, or of the working of the constitutions 
which have been conferred upon the self-governing colonics of 
Australia, can doubt that the federal executive is intended to 
be, as it in fact is, a parliamentary ministry, which, though 
nominally appointed by the Govcrnoi*-Gcnci-al, will owe its 
power to the suppoi't of a parliamentary majority, and will 
therefore, speaking broadly, ’Consist in general of the leaders of 
the most powerful parliamentary pirty of the day'. This cabinet 
possesses the most peculiar among the attributes of an English 
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miiiistry, namely, the power, in many cases at any rate, to 
dissolve Parliament, and thus appeal from the body by whom 
the ministry was created to the people, or in other words to the 
electors, of the Commonwealth, We should here also observe 
that the powers of’ the Australian executive exceed in one 
respect the authority of an English ministry; an English 
cabinet may often dissolve the House of Commons, but can 
never dissolve the House of Lords. But an Australian cabinet 
can under certain circumstances cause, indii-ectly at any rate, 
the dissolution of the Senate. In studying indeed the Constitu- 
tion of the Commonwealth grcjit attention should bo paid to 
this existence of the riglit or power to dissolve Parliament ; it 
is not ])ossosscd by the Prc.sidcnt of the United States or by the 
Executive Council of the Swiss Confederation, and it is granted 
under the constitution of the e.\'isting Preneh Keimblic onl}’' in 
a very limited degreo to the French Pi-csideiit ; nor is there 
anything to niaho it certain that the President, even if being 
sure of the assent of the Senate he has the power to dissolve the 
Chamber of Deputies, will exert his authority at the rcfiucst of 
the ministry.^ Tlio iKiiiit to be specially noted is that the 
Federalists of Australia have almost as a matter of course 
placed tlio executive jiowcr in the hands of a parliamentary 
cabinet ; they liave neither adopted the American plan of an 
elected Pi-esidont, whereby the administration of affairs is placed 
in the hands of a non-parlianicntary executive, or tho Swiss 
scheme of creating a seini-parliamcntary executive, which, while 
elected by tlio federal Parliament, cannot be dismissed by it. It 
is true that it niiglit have been fouinl difficult to adjust the 
relations between a nun-parliamentary or a semi-parliamcntary 
executive and tlie English cabinet or the Imperial I’arliament. 
But the dillicidty' is not one w^hieh need necessarily be insuper- 
able. The true reason, it may bo conjectured, why Australia has 
decisively adliered to the system of cabinet government is tliat 
a Parliamei Italy cafiinet is the only form of executive to which 
the statesmen citlier of Australia or of England are accustomed. 
In one point, indeed, the executive of Australia may appear to 
boar ail even more parliamentary character than does an English 
cabinet, for whilst, in theory at least, a statesman might be the 
'member of an English ministry, though he were not a member 
'of cither House of Parliliment, no Australian minister can hold 
office, i.e. in effect be a member of the cabinet for more than 
three months, unless he becomes auenator, or a member of the 
House of Eepresontatives.® But here Australian statesmanship 

^ Esmein, Droit ConstUulionnd, pp, 5S5-S63. 

’ Coiistitntioii, s. Cl. 
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has follo^ved the conventions rather tluin the law of the English 
constitution, for in juactice an English cabinet always consists 
of men who are members or will become members cither of the 
House of Lords or of the House of Commons. Indeed it is 
worth remark that in several instances where the Australian 
Constitution deviates from that of England, the deviation is 
caused by the desii'e to follow the spirit of modern English 
constitutionalism. Thus the elaborate and ingenious -[ilan for 
avoiding in ease of disagreement between the two Houses a 
parliamentary deadlock' is simply an attempt to ensure by law 
that deference for the voice of the electorate which in England 
constitutional conventions enforce in the long run iqjon both 
Houses of the Imperial Parliament. 


C. Amemlnvnt of the Constitution 

A federal constitution must of necessity be a “rigid” con- 
stitution ; but the constitutions of each of the Australian self- 
governing colonics, e.ff. of Victoria, have been in substance 
“ flexible ” constitutions of which the colonial Parliament could 
change the articles as easily, or nearly as easily, as any other law. 
Now the people of Australia have, we may safely assume, no 
desire to forego the advantages of a flexible constitution or to 
adopt a federal polity wdiich should lend itself as little to amend- 
ment as docs the Constitution of the United States, or should, 
like the Constitution of the Canadian Dominion, be amendable 
only by the action of the Imperial Parliament. Hence Australian 
Federalists were forced to solve the problem of giving to the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth as much rigidity as is required 
by the nature of a federal government, and at the same time 
such flexibility as should secure to the people of Australia the 
free exercise of legislative authority, even as regiirds articles of 
the Constitution. 

Their solution of this problem is ingenious. 

The Constitution of the Commonwealth is, looked at as a 
whole, a rigid constitution, since it cannot be fundamentally 
altered by the ordinary method of parliamentsiry legislation. 

But this rigidity of the constitution is tempered in three 
different ways. ' 

First . — The Parliament of the Commonwealth is endowed 
with very wide legislative authority; thus it can legislate on 
many topics which He beyond the competence of the Congress 
of the United States, and on some topics which lie beyond the 

^ Constitntinu, s. S7. 
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coiiipctciicc of the Piu-liiunciit of the Ciiiiacliaii Dominion ; ' and 
it is here worth notice that the extension of the powers of the 
Commonwealth Parliament is facilitjited hj' the fact that on 
many topics the federal legislature and. the State Parliaments 
have concurrent legislative authority, though of course where a 
law of the Commonwealth conflicts with the law of a State, the 
federal law, if within the competence of the Commonwealth 
Parliamcn t, pro vails.® 

Setoiidli/. — A l.irgc nundier of the firtielcs of the constitution 
remain in force only “until Parliament otherwise provides”; 
they can therefore be changed like any other law hy an Act of 
Parliament passed in the ordinary manner ; in other words, the 
constitution is as to many of its jirovisions flexible.® 

Thiidbj. — The constitution provides the means for its own 
alteration •* and embodies the princijdc, though not the name, of 
the Swiss institution known as the referendum. The proce.ss 
of constitiuiouul amendment is broadly and nonnally as fol- 
lows : A law changing the constitution must be pas.sed by an 
absolute majority of each House of Parliament ; it must then bo 
submitted to the cloetor.s of the Commonwealth for their 
approval ; if iii a majority of the Stiitos a majoi'ity of tho electors 
voting approve tho law and also a majority of all the electors 
voting ap[)rovo the law, it must bo submitted to the Govornor- 
Goiicral for the King’s assent, ainl on receiving the due assent 
become.s, like any other bill, an Act of Parliament. The iirinciplo 
of the whole pi'oceoding is that the constitution can bo changed 
by a vote of the federal Parliament, ratified by the ai)prov:d 
both of the niajoiity of the Slates and of tlie majoiity of tho 
Commonwealth electorate. 

It should howc\'er be noted that under certain circumstances 
a law for changing the constiintioii which has been passed by 
an absolute majority of one House of Parliament oiilj’-, .and 
cither is rejected by the other House or not passed by an 
absolute majority thereof, must be submitted to the electoi's for 
their approval, and if ajiproved in the manner .already stated, 
becomes, on the assent of the Crown being duly given, an Act 
of Parliament. 

Add to this that there are a few changes, e.g. an .alteration 
diminishing tho proportionate representation in any State in 
either House of Parliament, which cannot be carried through 

^ Compare Comnioiiwealth Constitntion, 51, 52, with Constitution of C. S.i 
art. 1, ss. 1 and 8. and British jS^orth America Act, 1S67 (30 & 31 VIct. c. 3), S8. 
01, 92. 

“ See Constitution, s, 1C9. 

“ ]bnh s. 51, suh. s, xxxvi. compared e.f?. with ss. 3, 29, 31, ptc. 

* R 
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unless the majority of the electors voting in that State approve 
of the change.' 

What may he the working of new institutions no one will 
venture coiiKclently to pi-edict; hut a critic of constitutions 
may entertain the hope that Australian statesmanship has 
accomplished the feat of framing a polity which shall have the 
merits both of a rigid and of a ttexihle constitution, which 
cannot hastily be changed, hut j-et admits of easy amendment, 
whenever alteration or reform is demanded by the deliberate 
voice of the nation. 

D. Maintenance oj the Uelatum with the United Kingdom 

The founders of the Commonwealth have admittedly been 
influenced at once by a growing sense of Australian nationality, 
and by enduring, or even increasing loyalty to the mother- 
country. The one sentiment has been satisfied by the union 
of the Australian colonies under a federal government which 
secures to the people of Australia as complete power of self- 
government as is compatilde tvith the position of a colony that 
desires to form part of the llritish Empire. The other sentiment 
has been satisfied by pl.icing the Commonwealth itself as regards 
the inotlior-couiitry in the position of a self-governing colony, 
and also by leaving the relation between each State of tho 
Commonwealth and the United Kingdom as little disturbed as is 
compatible with the cioaliouof the Australian Commonwealth. 
Each point is worth notice. 

The Commonwealth of Australia itself is, as regards tho 
Crown and the Imjierial Parliament, nothing but a large self- 
governing colony. Thus the Governor-General is appointed by 
tho Crown, i.e. by the Eiigli.sh miinstry, and fills substantially 
the same position as, before the fonnation of the Commonwealth, 
was occupied by tho Governor, e.g., of Victoria. A hill passed 
by the Parliament of the Commonwealth, whether it be an 
ordinary law or a law which, because it aflects the constitution, 
lias been submitted to tlio electors for tlieir approval, requires in 
order that it may^ become an Act the assent of the Crown,® 
and the Crown can negative or veto hills ]iussed by tho 
Parliament of the Commonw^ealth just as it could, and still can, 
veto bills passed by the Parliament, 'c.y., of Victoria. The 
Imperial Parliament, again, li.os the admitted right, though it is 
a right which, except at the >» ish of tho Australian people, would 
most rarely be cxeiciscd, to legislate for Australia, or oven to 

^ Constitution, s. ?8. 

^ CoiistiiRitioii, 1, 58, 59, aikI 128. 
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modify the constitution of the Australian Commonwealth. Anr 
appeal further lies on most subjects from the decisions of the 
federal Supreme Court to the English Piivy Council, and even 
the limitations placed on such appeals when certain questions as 
to the Commonwealth constitution are raised are themselves 
subject to some qualifications.^ The broad result therefore is 
that as regards the Commonwealth the connection with the 
United Kingdom is I'ctained, and the sovcrcigntj- of the Imperial 
Parliament is untouched. 

The j)osition of any State of the Common-wealth in regard to 
the United Kingilom remains pretty much what it -was when the 
State, e.g. Victoria, rvas still merely a self-governing colony. 
The Governor of Vietoiia is now, as then, appointed by the 
Crown, i.c. by the English ministry. A bill passed by the 
Victorian Parliament still, in order that it may become an Act, 
requires the assent of the Crown. The Government of the 
Commonwealth possesses no power of putting a veto on bills 
passed by the Victorian Parliament. The right of appeal from 
a Court of Victoria to the English Privy Council stands, in most 
matters at any rate, substantially -where it did before the passing 
of the Australian Commonweivlth Act, excei)t indeed that 
there is an alternative right of appeal to the High Coui-t of 
Australia, for “ the Constitution grants a new right of appeal 
“from the State Courts to the High Court, hut does not take 
“away the existing right of appeal from the State Courts to 
“the Privy Council, wliich therefore remains uuimpaii-ed.”® 

The peculiarities of Australian federalism receive illustration 

' See Coiiilitiitioii, .-s. 71, 73, 74. 

® Quick !iiul Unmiii, Aiui"taU\f CoitstHvlion, p. 733. Tims .vii ajipeiil lies 
from the Sujjremo Court of uacli ol tlie Stotes to the I’nvy Couiieil fioiii any 
decision of their Courts ; as of riKht in circnrastances dctincil iu the several 
instruments consiitutiug tlic Courts; hy special leave fioin tl\o Privy Council 
ill .all c.Ties vritlioiit cxueptioii. Thi.s rule applies to tlie exert ise ol any jtirisdie- 
tioii, vvhetlier State or letieral. v-estetl in tlie State Courts, hut the State Courts 
have not full feileral juristliotion Fiom tln-ir power .are evcepteil all cases 
involving the relutioii inler se of the .States, and the States ami the Coiiiinon- 
wcaltli. 

Appeals lie also from the State Courts to the High Court of Anstr.alia in 
matters hotli of Slate and federal jiirindietioii on tciiiis detiiicd in the Judicature 
Act, 1903, of tlie t'omnionvvealth I'arlianient. Tlie appellant lias of course the 
choice of appeal. Theie is nothing to prevent an appeal from such Courts to 
decide wiietlier any particular case falls under sec. 74 of the constitution or not. 
Nor is there any mode of preve.ntiiig contradictory decisions on matters other than 
questions arising a.s to the limits inter ae of the constitutional powers of the 
Commonwealth and those of .any State or States, or to the limits inter se of the 
constitutional powers of any two or-more Slates which cannot reach the Privy 
Council. The High Coui-t further is not bound to accept the rulings of the Privy 
Council as superior to its own except in those cases where an actual appeal is 
succe.ssfully brought not from the Superior Court of a State, but from the High 
Court to the Privy Council. 
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from a comparison between the constitution of tlie Canadian 
Dominion^ and the constitution of the Australian Common- 
Avealth. 

The Dominion is from one point of view more, and from 
another point of view less, directly subject to the control of the 
Imperial Parliament than is the Commonwealth. The Dominion 
is more completely subject than the Commonwealth, becau.se the 
greater part of the Canadian constitution ° can be amended only 
by an Act of the Imperial Parliament, whilst the Australian con- 
stitution can be amended by the people of the Commonwealth ; 
this distinction, it is well to add, sounds more important than it 
is in rejility, since avc may feel moi-ally certain that the Imperial 
Parliament would introduce any amendment into the constitution 
of the Dominion which was delihemtely desired by the majority 
at once of the people and of the Provinces of the Dominion. 
The Dominion of Canada, on the other hand, is less subject to 
the Imperial Piirliamcnt than is the CommoiiAvealth, because the 
Provinces of the Dominion are in a sense less directly connected 
with the Imperial Government and Parliament than are the 
States of the Commoinvealth. 

Here however avo come across the most important distinction 
betAveen Canadian federalism and Australian federalism, namely, 
the difference of the relation of the federal poAver to the Stat^ 
or, as in the case of Canada thej' are called, the Provinces, of 
the federation, The Dominion poissesses all the residuary powers 
Avhich are not under the Constitution conferred exclusively upon 
the Provinces ; the ConimonAA'ealth possesse.s only those jjowers 
Avhich are conferred ujjoii it by the Constitution, whilst all the 
residuary poAvers not conferred ujjoii the CommoiiAvealth belong 
to the States. 

The government of the Dominion, again, can exereisc A-ery 
considei’able control over the legislation of the Provincial legis- 
latures and OA'cr the admiiiistnition of the ProA-inces ; the 
government of the Dominion can in all cases jiut a \-eto upon 
laAvs passed by the Provincial Parliaments; the government of 
the Dominion appoints the judges of the State Courts; the 
government of the Dominion, lastly, can appoint and dismiss 
the Lieutenant-Governor of any Province, who therefore is 
neither an Imperial official nor a Provincial official, but a 
Dominion official. * 

^ See SlniiTo, ConsHtutiori of Canada. 

® But certain important tliougli ihnited powers are under tlie constitution itself, 
i.e. the British North America Act, 1867, given to tlie Boniiiiion Parliament and to 
the Provincial legi.slatnres, enabling tlicin from time to time to amend their «hj- 
stitutioiis (Munro, ConstitiUion qf Canada, p. 229). See e.g. B.N.A. Act, 1S6T, 
BS. 35, 41, 45, 78, 83, 84. « 
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NOTE X 

MAETIAL LAW IN ENGLAND DURING TIME OF WAR 
OR INSURRECTION 

The question fi)r our consideration is, on ivliat principle, and 
witliin what limits, docs armed resistance to the authority of 
the Crow2i, either on the part of an invading arm}^ or on the 
pai’t of rebels or rioters, afford a legal justification for acts done 
in England by the Crown, its servants, or loyal citizens, which, 
but for the existence of war or insurrection, would be breaches 
of law ? 

In considering this question two preliminary observations 
must be borne in mind. 

The fii'st is that this note does not treat of several topics 
which are often brought within the vague term, martial law. 
It does not refer to Military Law, i.e. the rules contained in the 
Army Act and the Articles of AVar for the government of the 
Army and of all persons included Avitliin the term “persons 
subject to military law”; it has no reference to the laws that 
govern the action of an English General and bis solilicrs when 
carrying on war in a foreign cotuitry, or in their treatment of 
foi’oign invaders of England ; it has no reference to transactions 
taking place out of England, or to the l.aw of any other country 
than England. It does not refer, e.g., to the law of Scotland oi- 
of .Tersey. 

The second observation is that, in I'cgai'd to the subject of 
this note, we must constantly bear in mind the broad and 
fundamental principle of Englisli law that a Eritish subject must 
bo presumed to possess at all times in England his ordinary 
common-law rights, and especially his right to personal Irecdom, 
unless it can bo conclusively shown, as it often may, that he is 
under given circumstances deprived of them, either by Act of 
Parliament or by some well-cstiibli.-.hed principle of law. This 

* See Law Qiiaiterly Ri-\iew, \»iii, IToliKwoitli, iltnlinl T.mc IfhtoricaUy 
Considered, lU). 117-1'iZ; lU. liaiil.-v, Murtud Lmr, dod. pp. 13^-1-12; I’ollock, 
Wtuit is Martial Latoi ibid. pp. 152-168 ; Dodd, I’he Case of Marais, ibid. pp. 
143-151. The Case of Ship Money, 3 St. Tr. 826 ; IVall’s Case, 28 St. Tr. 51 ; 
Kc parte D. F. Marais [1U02]* A. C. 109 ; ForsytU, Cases and Opinions, ch. vi. 
p. 18S ; Clode, Military Forces of the Ormon, ii. cli. xviii. 

Ex parte Milligan (Am.), 4 Wall. 2, and Thayer, Cases on Constitutional 
Lav>, i\. p. 2376. This, and the other Aintncnn cases on martial law, though 
not iinthorities in an English Court, contain nn exposition of llie common law in 
regard to martial law which deserves the most rarefiil attention. 

See also Note IV., Right of Self-Defence ; Note V. , Right of Ptihlic Meeting ; 
Note VI., Soldiers and Uidawful Meeting, ante. 
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presimiptioii in favour of Icgalily is an essential jiait of that rule 
of law ’ which is the leading feivtme of English institutions. 
Hence, if any one contends that the existence of a war in Eng- 
land deprives Englishmen of any of their common-law rights, e.g. 
by estixblisliing a state of martial law, or by exempting military 
officers from the jurisdiction of the civil Courts, the burden of 
proof falls distinctly upon the ijcrson putting forward this con- 
tention. 

Our topic mr.y he considered under three heads ■, first, the 
nature of martial law ; secondly, the inferences which may ho 
drawn from the nature of martial law; thirdly, certain doctrines 
with reg.ard to m.n tial law which arc inconsistent with the view 
propounded in this note. 

A. Xuiure of .Vartiul Law 

‘•Martial law,” in the sense in nliieh the e.vpicssion is here 
used, means the jiower, light, or duty of the Ciown and its 
servants, or, in other voids, of the Oovcrnnient, to maintain 
public order, or, in technical language, the King’s peace, at what- 
ever cost of blond or properly may be in strictness nccessarjT 
for that purpose. Hence maitial law comes into c.xistciice ini 
times of itnasiori or insurrection when, where, and in so far as 
the King’s iioace cannot be m.'iintniiied by ordinary means, and 
owes its existence to urgent and paramount necessity.- ’i'his 
power to maintain the peace by the exertion of any .mount of 
force strictly necessary for the jmrjiose is sometimes dcscriliod 
as the prerogative of the Crown, but it ma)- more correctly be 
considei'od, not cuily as a power necc.ssarily possessed by the 
Crown, but also :is the power, right, or duty possessed by, or 
incumbent upon, every loyal citizen of preserving or restoring 
the King’s jieace in the case, whether of invasion or of rebellion 
or generally of armed opposition to the law, by the it.se of imy 
amount of force whatever iiccc-sary to jireserve or restore the 
peace. 'Iliis power or right aiiscs from the very nature of 
things. No man, v liatever liis opinions as to the limits of the 
prerogative, can question the duty of loyal subjects to aid, 
subject to the command of the Crown, in resistance, by all 
necessary means, to an invading army.® Nor can it be denied 

^ See cimp. iv., ante, ^ 

® See Kent, Comm. i. p. 341, and opiuiou of Sir Jolin Ciinipbell nntl Sir 1?. M, 
Kolfe, Forsyth, Opinions on Constilutionifl pj>. IfiS, 199. 

* See especially the Case of Ship Monnf, 3 St Tr 860, 905, 974, 975, 1011- 
1013, 1134, 1149, 1162, and |214. 
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tliat acts, otlier^vise tortious, aro lawful when necessary for the , 
resistance of invaders.'- 

“ When enemies come against the realm to the sea coast, it is 
“ lawful to come upon my land adjoining to the same coast, to 
“ make trenches or bulwarks for the defence of the realm, for 
“ every subject hath benefit by it. And, therefore, by the 

“ common law, every man may come upon my land for the 
“ defence of the realm, as appears 8 Ed. IV. 23. And in such 
“ case or such extremity they may dig for gravel for the making 
of bulwarks : for this is for the public, and every one hath 
“ benefit by it. . . . And in this case the rule is true, Princejjs et 
“ respiMiai exjtisfn cuim possmt rein mmm aujerre.”'^ 

So to the same effect counsel for the defence in the Case of 
Shi]} MollC3^ 

“My Lords, in these times of w'ar 1 .shall admit not only His 
“ Majesty, but likewise every man that hath power in his hands, 

“ may take the goods of any within the realm, pull down their 
“ houses, or burn their corn, to cut off victuals from the enemy, 

“ and do all other things that conduce to the safety of the king- 
“ dom, witliout respect had to any man’s property.” “ 

And tliough those authorities refer, as is worth noticing, to 
interferences with rights of proiJcrty and not to interferences 
with personal freedom, between which there e.xist considerable 
difforenC(ss, it will not (it is submitted) bo disputed that, in case 
of invasion, a goner.d and his soldiers acting under the authority 
of the Crown may lawfully do acts which would otherwise be 
an interference with the personal liberty, or even, under con- 
ceivable circumstances, which may cause the death of llritish 
subjects, if those acts are a necessary part of milit:iry operations. 
The point to be borne in mind is that the power to exercise 
martial law, w’hich is not ill-describcd by an expression known 
to the American Courts, viz. the “war ix)wer,” as it originates 
in, so it is limited by, the necessity of the case.' 

On thi.5 matter note the opinion of Sir J. Campbell and Siri 
E. M. Eolfe that “ martial law is merely a cessation from neces- 
“ sity of all municipal law, and what necessity requires it 
“ justifies ” ; ® and this description of the circumstances which 
justify martial law also implies the limits within which it is 

' See 1 Dyer, 366. * 12 Eep. 12. 

^ Case of Ship Monerp, 3 St. Tr. 826, 906. Coinpiire especi.illy the language 
of Holborne in the same cose at p. 975, and’ laiigii.age of Bnller, J., in British 
Cast Plate Manufacturers v. Meredith, i T. R. at p. 797. 

-* See espeoiaily opinion of Henley and Yorke, Forsyth, pp. 188, 189 ; 
opinion of Hargrave, ihid. pp. 189, 190; opinion of Sir John Campbell and Sir 
E. M. Uolfe, ibid. pp. 198, 199. ® Forsyth, p. 201. 
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justifiable ; these h.ave been stated with truth, if not with the 
precise accui'iicy of legal argument, by Sir flames hlackintosh. 

“ The only principle on which the law of Eiiglaud tolerates 
“ what is called Martial Law is necessity ; its introduction can 
“be justified onl}' by necessity; its continuance rerpiires jire- 
“ cjsely the same justification of necessity ; and if it survives the 
“ necessity on which alone it rests for a single minute, it becomes 
“ instantly a mere exercise of lawless violence. When foreign 
“ invasion or Civil AFar renders it impossible for Couils of Law 
“ to sit, or to enforce the execution of their judgments, it 
“becomes neccssaiy to find some rude substitute for them, and 
“ to employ for that purpose the Militaiy, which is the only 
“ remaining Force in the community. AA'hile the laws are silenced 
“by the noise of arms, the nilers of the Armed Force must 
“punish, as equitably as they can, those crimes wliich tlireaten 
“ their own safety and that of society; but no longer." ^ 

The existence of mai'tial law thus understood, taken in com- 
bination with the rules of the common law as to the duty of 
loyal .subjects, gives very wide authority in England to all 
persons, and of course above all to a general engaged in repelling 
an invasion. He holds the armed forces completely under his 
control ; they arc governed by military law ; ^ so too are all 
citizens who, though not in strictness soldiers, fire persons subject 
to military law ; and in this connection it must be remembered 
that the King find his servants liave a right to call for the help 
of eveiy loyfd suljjoct in resisting an invasion, “ whence it follows 
that the number of persons subject to military law may be 
greatly, indeed almost indefinitely, increased. A general again 
is clearly ciitillcd to use or occui>y any hind which lie requires 
for the purpose of military operations and may, if he see fit, 
erect fortifications thereon, and generally he has the right to nsc 
land or 11113^ other jiroperly which is required for the conduct of 
the war. It is agfiin his right, and indeed his diit}', when the 
necessity arises, to inflict instant punishment upon, and even, if 
need he, put to death, persons aiding and abetting the enemy or 
( refusing such aid to the English army as can fairly be required 
of them. It is indeed difficult to picture to one’s self any 
legitimate warlike operation or measure which, while war is 
raging in England, a general cannot carry out without any breach 
of the law whatever. Let it too be noted that what is true of 
a general holds good of ejery loyal subject according to his 
situation and the authority which he derives from it, e.g. of a 

* ^ Cited Clodc, Military Forces of the CroxvHj ti. p. 486. 

See ehaps, Tiii. and ix., ante. 
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siibordinjite officer, of a magistr.ile, or even of a private citizen 
wlio is helping to resist an invader. Real obvious necessity in 
tlii.s Ciise not only compels but justifies conduct which would 
otherwise be wrongful or criminal. To this add the consilient 
tion, whicli has been strongly insisted uiion by ses'eral able 
writers, that the conditions of mo'lcrn warfare, sin-h as the 
e.-tisteiiee of the telegraph, whereby acts done, cjj., in London 
may affect military operations, e.g., in Northumberland, greatly 
extend the area of necessity, and may, conceivably at least, make 
it legally allowable, when war or armed insurrection exists in the 
north of England, to interfere summarily and without waiting for 
leg-il process with the freedom of persons icsiding in London or 
Bristol. However this may be, it is clear that the existence of 
the necessity ivhich justifies the use of so-called martial law 
must dej)end on tlie circum-tances of each case. 

The fact that necessity is the sole justification for martial 
law or, in other words, for a temporary suspension of the 
ordinary rights of ICnglish citizens during a period of war or 
insurrection, does however place a very real limit on the lawful 
exorcise of force by the Crown or by its servants. The presence 
of a foreign army or the outbreak of an insurrection in the north 
of England, in ly conaeivably so affect the state of the whole 
country as to Jiulify measures of e.xtra-legal force in eveiy part 
of England, Imt neither war nor insurrection in one part of 
the country piiiita facia suspends the action of the law in other 
parts thereof. The fact that the Pretender’s aimy had advanced 
with utihroken s'icccss to Derby did not deprive the citizens of 
London of the ordinary rights of Biitish subjects. No one has 
ever suggested that it would have ju->li lied the summary execu- 
tion at Tyburn of an Englishman thcie found guilty of treason 
by a eoiirt-niartial. It is not easy to believe that, witlio.it a 
brcich of the law of England, an Englishman imprisoned in 
London on a charge of high treason could have been taken to a 
part of tbo coiintiy where in 174.5 ww was raging, in order that 
he might there be tried and executed under the authority of a 
court-inarti.'il.^ Nor does the consideration that the summary 
execution of i-cbels, whose crimes could bo puiiishcd by the 
ordinary course of law, may check the spread of treason, show 
that their execution is necessary or legal. We need not, more- 


' If llie IftWKaago in ttie Cliavse of Blockbui-p, J., Her) v. E.i/rc, p 84, be cite<l 
ill support of the ponsible lugiility of siirh a traiisactinii, it must be Teiiienibereil 
that BlarkbiiTii’e bypothetical ajiology for Governor Eyre was based on certain 
statutes passcil by the 4ef?isl!iture of Jamaica, and that the whole teiideney of the 
(’liarge of Onekbiirii, C. J., in liej/. v. Ndsnn, is to show tliat the execution of 
Cionldii \v"s 1 
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over, I :iiifnjc cair oljservation to cases of pimishment. It is easy to 
imagine cncnnstances uiiiJcr -whicli the airest and iniprisonment 
on susjiitiLU if persons xTho are not gniltv, or eannot be ].roved 
guilty Lif e;in.e, may be salutary and expedient, but such arrest or 
impidsoDincnt. cannot be legally justified unless it be a matter of 
necessity,’ If it be urged, ih.it the respect due in England to 
die ordinary law of the land pl.tccs resirietii ns which may he 
incouTenieiit or e\on nuxioiis tin the exercise of the authority of 
the Crown and its sciv.-mts, the tmth of the obsci\iiiion may he 
admitted. The reply to it is twofold: fimt, that the mainten- 
ance of the legal light? of iiu7ens is itself a matter of the 
highest expediency : secomily. th.it ■whcne\er at a period of 
national d.inger a breat h of l.rvv is demanded, if not by absolute 
necessity, yet by considerations of political expediency, the 
lawbreaker, whether be be a general, or any other ser\ant of the 
Crown, who acts honu jule aial solely with .a ^iew to the public 
interest, may confidontly count on the inolctlion of an Act of 
Indemnity. 

5<or is it iirclevant at this ]ioiiii to note the striking analogy 
between the right of .an inditidnal to exercise force, c^en to the 
extent of causing death, in self-defence, and the right of a 
general or other loyal citizen to exercise an,\’ force whatever 
necessary for the dotenec of the loalin. In cither case the right 
arises from necessity. An individual maj’ use any amoutit of 
force necessary to a\crt death or gr’evons boiiily liaim at the 
hands of .a wrongdoer,- but, if he kills a rnfll.an, he nin.st to justify 
his condtict show the necessity for llie foiv'c employed in sclf- 
Ijrotection. So a general, vvlio under maitial law imprisons or 
kills British subjects in England, must, if lie is to csraiio punish- 
ment, justifj' his conduct by pioving its necessity. Tlio analogy 
between the two cases is not absolutely complete, but it is sug- 
gestive and lull of instriiition. 

Observe, fiiither, that tbe. prineiplo wliiih del ermines the 
limits of martial law is the principle which also dcloimincs the 
rights and diUic.s of niagi.'-tiates. of constable.?, and of lojal 
citizens generally vvben called upon to di.speise or prevent 
unlawful as.scmblies or to .suppress .a riot. Is’o doubt tlio degree 
ant^the area of the authoiity exercised by a gciicial when 
resisting an invading army is far greater than the degree and the 
area of the authority exercised by a maysr, a inagislrate, or a con- 
stable when called upon to restore the peiico of a town disturbed 
by riot, luit the .vtilliorily Jliough tlilieriiig in degree has the 
same object and has the same source. It is exercised for the 

’ See specially Inugiiagc of TTollionir, Case of Shi/i ilone>i, 3 St. Tr. p. 07C. 

- Sec A]ip., Note 11^, The Itiglil of Self-Defence, p. 480, ante. 
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maintenance of the King’s peace ; it is justified by necessity. So„ 
true is this, that, when you need to fix the limits of niai tial law, 
you are compelled to study the case of ii. v. Pinnei/,^ which refers 
not to the power and authority of a general in command ol 
soldiers, but to the duty of the Mayor of Biistol to suppress 
a riot. 

In every case in which the legal right or duty arises to maintain 
the King’s peace by the use of force, there will be found to exist 
two common features. The legal right, e.g. of a general or of 
a mayor, to override the ordinary law of the land is, in the first 
place, always correlative to his legiil duty to do so. Such legal 
right or duty, in the second place, always lasts so long, ami so 
long only, as the circumstances exist which necessitate the 
use of force. Martial law exists only during time of war; 
the right of a mayor to use force in putting an end to a riot 
ceases when order is restored, just as it only begins when a 
breach of the peace is threatened or has actually taken place. 
The justification and tlie source of the exercise in England of 
extraordinary or, as it may be termed, extra-legal power, is 
always the necessity for the preservation or restoration of the 
King’s peace. 


I>. Comiusions 

From the nature of martial law ^ follow four concluf-ions : — 

Pint. — Mnifial law cannot cht in time of peace. 

This is on all hands admitted.^ 

What, then, is the test for determining whether a state of peace 
exists at a given time, in a given part of England, say London 1 

The answer is that no unfailing test is to be found ; the 
existence of a state of peace is a question of fact to he determined 
in any case before the Courts in the same way as any other such 
question.^ 

According, indeed, to a number of old and respectable 
authorities, a state of war cannot exist, or, in other words, a 
state of peace always does exist when and where the ordinary 
Courts are open. But this rule cannot, it would seem, be laid 
down as anything like an absolute principle of law, for the'fact 
that for some purposes some tribunals have been permitted to 

’ 3 St. Tr. (n. s.) 11, ^^ith wliich compare Blackburn’s Cliarge in 11. v. Eyre, 
pp. 58, 59. 

‘ Cockbuni’s Charge, Ren. v. Nelson, p. 8o. 

’ Compare Ex parte D F. Marais [1902], A. C. 109 ; Ex parte Milligan, 4 
W.ill. 2 (Am.). 

■* Whether the Courts may not take judicial notice of the existence of a state 
of " '1 1 ? 
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pursue their ordinary course in a district in whicli martial law 
• has been proclaimed, is not conclusive proof that war is not there 
ragingd Yet the old maxim, though not to be accepted as a 
.rigid rule, suggests, it is submitted, a sound principle. At a 
time and idace where the ordinary civil Courts are open, and 
fully aird freely exercise their ordinary jurisdiction, there exists, 
presumably, a state of peace, and where there is peace thero 
cannot be martial law. 

“If, in foreign invasion or ciril war, the Courts are actuall3’' 
“closed, and it is impossible to admiiristcr criminal justice 
“ according to law, then, on the theatre of active military 
“operations, whei-e war reallj' prevails, there is a necessitj' to 
“furnish a substitute for the civil authority, thus overthrown, to 
“preserve the safety of the ainiy and societj’' ; and as no power 
“ is left but the militaiy, it is allowed to govern bj' mai-tial nilc 
“until the laws can have their free course. As necessit}’ creates 
“ the rule, so it limits its duration ; for, if this government is 
“ continnc<l after the Courts arc reinstated, it is a gross usurpation 
“ of power. IMartial rule can never exist where the Courts are- 
“open, and in the proper ami unobstructed exercise of their 
“jurisdiction. It is also confined to the locality of actual 
“war.” 2 

Second!//. — 'The e.vUirnce of martial law dor.t not in any way 
depend vpon tin- jicoclamaiion of martial law. 

I The in’oclamation of martial law does not, unless under some 
statutory provision, add to the power or right inherent in the 
Government to use force for the repression of disorder, or for 
resistance to invasion. It docs not confer upon the Government 
any ijower which the G(»vernmcnt would not have possessed 
without it. The object and the effect of the proclamation can 
only bo to give notice, to the inhabitants of the place with 
regard to which martial law is proclaimed, of the course which 
the Government is obliged to adopt for the purpose of defending 
the country, or of restoring tramiuillitj".* 

' Thirdly. — The CourU hare, at any rale in time of peace, juriadic- 
tion ill reapect of acts which liace been done hy military authorities 
and others d urine/ a state of war.* 

“The justification of any particular act done in a state of war 


* Ex parte D. F. Marais [1902], A. C. 109. m 

“ Ex parte Millii/aii, 4 W.all. 2 ; Thayer, Oases on Constitutional Lair, pmt 
iv. p. 2390. 

“ i3ec opinion of Canipliell and lUlfe, Forsyih, p. 198. 

* See Coelibnni’.s Chai'i'c, Itei/. v. Nelson ; Bl.aukl>urii’s t'liargr, Eeg, v. Eyre ; 
Ex pifrie Milliijtiii, 4 W.-ill. 2 ; and compare Wall's I'tue, 28 St. Tr. 61. 
Wriffhf V. Fil-jjerahl, 27 St. Tr. 759. 

* T 
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“ ia ultimately examin.ablo in the ordinary CourLa, and the prior 
“ question, -whether there -was a state of -war at a given time and ' 
“place, is a question of fact.”*^ 

The truth of this statonient of the law is almost self-evident. 
A sues X in the High Court for assault and for false imprison- 
men ; A' justifies the alleged assault on the ground that A' was 
at the time of the act complained of the colonel of a regiment, 
and that the alleged assault was the arrest and im2Jrisonment of 
A by A' under the orders, say, of the Commander-in-Chief, 
during a time of war and after the ijroclamatiou of martial law. 
The defence may or may not bo good, but it ia certain that the 
Courts have, at any rate after the restoration of j^eace, jurisdic- 
tion to impure into the facts of the case, and that one of the 
necessary inquiries is whether a state of war did exist at the time 
tvhen A was ari-ested, though it is quite iiossible that the exist- 
enee of a state of war inaj' be <'i fact of which the Courts take 
judicial notice. Expressions, indeed, have been used in a recent 
case ® which, if taken alone, might seem to assert that the ordinary 
Courts have no juiisdiction in respect of acts which have boon 
done by military authorities in time of Avar. But the very width 
of the language ttsed by the Privy Council in !!!.>• 2>K'>'te I). F. 
Marais Avarns us that it must lic limited to the circumstances oi 
the particular ciiso. It does not necessarily assert more, and as 
regards transactions taking jdace in England, cannot be taken to 
mean more than that the Courts Avill not, as indeed they in 
strictncs.s cannot, interfere AA'ith actual military operations, oi', 
Avhilst AA'ar is actually raging, entertain pi’oceedings against 
militaiy men and others for acts done under so-called martini 
law. The judgment of the PriAy Council, in short, Avhatever 
the apjDlication of its jirinciirlcs to England, asserts nothing as to 
the jurisdiction of the Courts Avhen peace is restored in respect 
of acts done during time of aaw, and eminent lawyers have held 
that even in time of Avar the exercise of juiisdiction hy the 
ordinary Courts is rather rendered impossible than suiicrscdcd. 
“The question, hoAv far martial laAA% Avlien in force, super- 
“sedes the ordinary tribunals, c.an never . . . arise. Martial 
“hiAV is stated by Lord Hale to ho in truth no laAA% but somc- 
“ thing ratlier indulged than alloAved as a laAV, and it can oidy 
“ be tolerated because, by reason of open rebellion, the enforcing 
“ of any other laAV has become impossible. It cannot be said in 
“strictness to supersede the ordinary tribunals, inasmuch as it 

t 

* Sir F. Pollock, TI7in< is Martial Law! L.Q.R xviii. pp. 156, 157. 

® J!.c parte D. F. Marais [1902,] A. C. 109, 114, 115, judgment ofiPrivy 

Oiilr "il 
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“only exists l^y reason of those tribunals having been already 
’ “ practically’ superseded.” ^ 

Fonrthli/. — The protection of militanj men and others against 
actions or prusrcutions in respect of unlawful arts done during a time ' 
of war, bond fide, and in the serrice of the counfrif, is on Act of 
Indemnity.^ 

An Act of Indemnity is a statute the object of which is to 
make legal transactions which, when they took place, were 
illegal, or to free individuals to whom the statute applies from 
liability for havijig broken the laiv. Statutes of this description 
have been invariably, or almost invariably', passed after the 
determination of a period of civil war or disturbance, e.g. after 
the Rebellions of 1715 and of 174.'),® and their very object has 
been to protect officials and others who, in the interest of the 
country, have in a time of danger pursued an illegal course of 
conduct, e.g. have imprisoned citizens whom they' had no legal 
authority to imprison. For our present purpose it is absolutely' 
essential to appreciate the true character of an Act of Indemnity'. 
Such a statute has no application to conduct which, however severe, 
is strictly lawful. A magistrate who, under proper circumstances, 
causes an unlawful assembly to be dispersed by force, or an 
officer who, under proper circumstances, orders his troops to 
fire on a mob and thereby', in dispersing the mob, uounds or 
kills some of the crowd, neither of them require to he indemni- 
fied. They are sufficiently protected by the common -law 
justification that in discharge of their duty they used the force, 
and no more than the force necessary to maintain the King’s 
peace. A general, an ofliccr, a magistrate, or n constable, on 
the other hand, who, whether in time of war or in time of peace, 
does without distinct legal justification, any act which injures 
the property or interferes with the liberty of an Fnglishman, 
incurs the penalties to which every man is liable who commits a 
breach of the law. The law-breaker’s motives mav be in the 
highest degree patriotic, his conduct may ho politically sagacious, 
and may confer great benefit on the public, hut all this will not, 
in the absence of legal justification, save him from liability to an 
action, or, it may be, to a prosecution ; he needs for his pro- 
tecti^ an Act of Indemnity'. On this point note the words of 
a judge of the highest reputation, who was by no means inclined 
to minimise the authority of the Crown and its servants. 

“Where the inquiry is, whether an officer is guilty of 

) 

' Joint opinion of Sir J. C.iiiipbcU and Sir R. M. Rolfe, cited Forsyth, p. 199. 

* See pp. 47, 228, ante. 

” See'Uiode, Militory Forces qf the Croton, ii. pp. 164, 165 j 1 Geo. I. St. 2, 
c. 39, and 19 Geo. II. c. 20. 
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“ iDisdemea,iiour from an excess beyond his duty, the piinciido 
“ is very much the same, or rather it is the complement of that 
“laid down in the case of Rex v. Pinneij. If the officer does 
“ some act altogether beyond the power conferred upon him by 
“ law, so that it could never under any state of circumstances have 
“been his dut}' to do it, he is responsible according to the 
“ quality of that act ; and even if the doing of that illegal act 
“ was the sah-ation of the country, that, though it might be a 
“ good ground for the Legislature afterwards passing an Act of 
“ Indemnity, would be no bar in law to a criminal prosecution ; 
“ that is, if he h is done something clcarl3' beyond his power. 
“But if the act which he has done is one which, in a proper state 
“ of circumstances, the officer was authorised to do, so that in 
“an c.xtreme case, on the principle laid down in JL v. Finney, 
“he might be criminally' punished for failure of duty for not 
“ doing it, then the case becomes very different.” ^ 

This passage from Blackburn’s charge suggests further the 
proper answer to an objection which is sometimes raised against 
the view of martial law maintained in this treatise. 

How, it is urged, can it be reasonable that a man should be 
liable to piinislimeiit, and therefore need an indemnity for having 
done an act (c.y. having by' the use of force dispersed the mob) 
which it was his duty to do, and for the omission to do which 
he might have incurred severe punishment 1 

The answer is, that the supposed difficulty or dilemma cannot 
in reality arise. The apparent or alleged unreasonableness of 
tlio law is created by the ambiguity' of the word duty, and by 
confusing a man’s “legal duty” with his “moral duty.” Now, 
for the non-pcrforraancc of a man’s legal duty, he may, of course, 
be punished, but for the performance of a legal duty he needs no 
Act of Indemnity. For the performance, on the other hand, of 
any moral duty, which is not a legal duty, a man may uii- 
doubtcdly, if he thereby infringes upon the rights of his felloAv- 
citizens, expose himself to punishment of one kind or another, 
and may therefore need an Act of Indemnity' to pi’otect him 
from the consequences of having done what is legally' wrong, 
though, under the peculiar circumstances of the case, morally 
right. But then, for the non-performance of a merely moral 
duty, he will not incur the risk of punishment. If the Mayor 
of Bristols omits, by ths use of the necessary force, to put down 
a riot, this omission undoubtedly exposes him to punishment, 
since he neglects to ])erform a legs' duty j but if ho does perform 
his duty, and by the use of a proper amount of force puts down 


^ Blactbuni's Cliar^e, Heif. v. Eure, p. 58. 
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the not, he incurs no Icgtil liability to punishment, and needs no 
Act of Indemnity for his pi-otection. If, on the other hand, 
at a period of thre.atcned invasion or rebellion, a niagistiate, 
without any legal aiithoi'ity, arrests and imprisons on suepicion a 
number of poisons whom he holds to be disloyal, he may be 
perfonning a moral duty, and, if his view of the state of things 
turns out right, may have rendered a great service to the 
country; but he assuredly needs an Aet of Indemnity to protect 
him from actions for false iniprisoimient. But, and this is the 
point to note, if our magistrate be a man of more prudence than 
energy, and omits to arrest men whom ex, h/pothed he has no 
legal right to arrest, his conduct may incur the blame of patriots, 
but cannot bring him before the Courts. A man, in short, may 
be punished for having omitted to do an act which it is his legal 
duty to perform, but needs no Act of Indemnity for having done 
his legal duty. A man, on the other hand, wlio does a legal 
wrong, whilst performing a nioival which is not a legal duty 
does require au Act of Indemnity for his protection, but then a 
man will never incur punishment for the simple omission to 
perform a merely moral duty. 

C. Ollier Doctrines with regard to Marlial Law 

In opposition to the view of martial law upheld in this 
treatise, which may conveniently be termed the “doctrine of 
immediate necessitj',” three other doctrines aie, or have been 
maintained. Of these the first bases the use of martial law on 
the royal prerogative ; the second on the immunity of soldiers 
from liability to proceedings in the civil Courts as contrasted 
with the military Courts for any act bona fide done in the carrying 
out of military operations ; and the third (which extends very 
widely the meaning of the tenn necessity) on political necessity 
or expediency. 

(1) The Doctrine of the rrerogutive . — It is sometimes alleged, 
or implied, that the Crown may, by virtue of the prerogative, in 
time of war pi-ocl:iim martial law, and suspend or override the 
ordinary law of the land, and this view is snpposi d to derive 
support from the consideration that the Petition of liight does 
noccondemn martial law in time of war. 

The fatal objection to this doctrine, ip so far as it means any- 
thing more than the admitted right of the Crown and its 
servants to use any amoun*; of force necessary for the mainten- 
ance of the peace or for repelling invasion, is that it utterly lacks 
legal authority, whilst to the inference suggested from the 
lan$>u<i£:c of the Petition of Right no better reply can be given 
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than that supplied by tiie words of lllachburn, namely, “It 
“ would be an exceedingly wrong presumption to say that the 
“ Petition of Eight, by not condemning martial law in time of 
“ war, sanctioned it,” though, as he cautiously adds, “ it did not 
“ in terms condemn it.” 

(2) Tlie Doctrine of Immunity ? — ^This doctrine, it is conceived, 
may be thus stated. An officer in command of an army must of 
necessity, in carrying out military operations against an invader, 
override ordinary rights whether of property or of personal 
liberty. Decisive authorities may be produced* in support of 
the proposition that he may lawfully violate rights of pfoj)erty, 
e.g. can, without incurring any legal liability, do acts which 
amount to trespass. But all legal rights stand on the same level ; 
and if an officer can lawfully occupy an Englishman’s land, 
or destroj' his property, he can also lawfully, whilst hona fide 
carrying on war against a public enemy, imprison Englishmen, 
inflict punishment upon them, or even de]U’ive them of life, and, 
in short, interfere with any of the rights of Englishmen in so far 
as is recpiired for the carrying out of military operations. The 
soundness of this view is, it is urged, confirmed by the admitted 
inability of a civil Court to judge of the duo discharge of 
military duties, and by the consideration that no Court would, 
or in fact could, during a jtcriod of warfare interfere with a 
general’s mode of conducting the war, or with any act done by 
him or by soldiers acting under his orders, whence, as it is 
alleged, it follows that acts hona fide done in the course of 
military operations fall outside the jurisdiction of the ordinary 
Courts, not otdy during war time, but .also after the restoration 
of j)eace.'* To put this doctrine of immunity in what appears to 
me to be its most plausible form, the outbre.alc of war is to be 
regarded as a suspension of the ordin.ar)’^ l.aw of the land, as 
regards, at any rate, officers in command of troops and engaged 
in resisting invaders. Oil this view a general ivould occupy, 
during the conduct of war, a position an.alogous to that of a judge 
when engaged in the discharge of his judicial functions, and no 
action or other proceeding in the Courts of Common Law would 
lie ag<ainst an officer for acts hona fide done as a part of a 
military operation, just as no action lies against a judge foi^^ts 
done in discharge of his official duties. 

' Blackburn’s Charge, it. %. Eyre, p. 73, with which 'shouW ho road pp. 
69-73, which suggest the reasons why the authors of the Petitiou of Bight may 
have omitted all reference to martial law in time of war. 

® See for a very able statement of the theory here criticised, H. Erie Kicharcls’ 
MaHial Law, 1. Q.B. xviii. p. 133. 

’ See pp. 510, 041, ante. 
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, Tliis doctrine of immunity is, however, open, it is submitted, 
to tlie very strongest objections. ]Most of the undoubted facts 
on which it rests, e.g. the right of a general when resisting an 
invasion to use freely the land or other property of Englishmen, 
are merely applications of the principle that a loyal citizen may 
do any act necessary for the maintenance of the King’s peace, 
and especially' for the defeat of an invading army. Eut for the 
broad inferences based on this fact and similar facts there appears 
to exist no sufficient ground. 

In support of the doctrine of immunity there can bo produced 
no direct authorit}', whilst it appears to be absolutely incon- 
sistent, not only with the charge of Cockburn, C.J., in li. v. 
Nelson, but also ivith the principles or assumptions which are laid 
down or made in the charge of Blackburn, J., in li. v. Erjre. The 
doctrine, further, is really inconsistent with the constant passing 
of Acts of Indemnity tvith a view to covering deeds done in the 
course of civil war or of rebellion. Kor is it easy to follow the 
line of reasoning by which it is assumed that if the Courts 
have no power to interfere with the acts of a general or his 
soldiers whilst war is raging, the Courts have no juiisdiction to 
entertain during peace proceedings in respect of acts done by a 
general and his soldiers during a time of war. Here, at anyrato, 
we apparently come into contradiction with some of the best 
known facts of legal history. The Courts, not only of England, 
but also of the United States, have noxor entertained the least 
doubt of their jurisdiction to iiiquii’o into the character of any 
act done during war time which was prima fade a breach of 
law. 

(3) The Dodrine of Political Necessity or E.rpediency } — The 
existence of war or invasion justifies — it is maintained by eminent 
lawyers, whose opinion is entitled to the highest inspect — the 
use of what is called martial law to this extent, namely, that, 
e.g. during an invasion, a gcncuil, a mayor, a magistrate, or 
indeed any loyal citizen, is legally justified in doing any act, 
even tliough prima facie a tort or a crime, as to which he can 
prove to the satisfaction of a jury that he did it for the ymblic 
service in good faith, and for reasonable and probable cause. 
TfiS doctrine, which for the sake of convenience I term the 
doctrine of political expediency, manifestly justifies from a legal 
point of view many acts not dictated" by immediate necessity. 
The scope thereof may be best understood from an example 
which I give in the words of its ablest and very learned 
advocate, Sir Frederick Pollock : — 


^ See Pollock, WlJat is Mailial Lawt L.Q.II. xviii, p. 162. 
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“An enemy’s army has landed in force in the north, and is „ 
“ marching on York. The peace is kept in London and Bristol, 
“and the Courts are not closed. It is known tliat evil-disposed 
“ persons have agreed to land at several ports for the purpose 
“of joiniiig the enemy, and giving him valuable aid and in- 
“formation. Bristol is one of the suspected ports. What shall 
“ the Lord JMayor of Bristol do ? I submit that it is his plain 
“ moral duty as a good citizen (putting aside for a moment the 
“ question of strict Jarv) to prevent suspected persons from land- 
“ing, or to arrest and detain them if found on shore; to assume 
“ control of tho railway traffic, and foi’bid undesirable passengers 
“ to proceed northward, and to exei-cise a strict censorship and 
“inquisitorial power over letters and telegrams. All these things 
“are in themselves trespasses (except, probably, foi-bidding an 
“alien to land); some of them may perhaps be justifiable under 
“ tho statutory powers of the Postmaster-General, but summary 
“ restraint by way of prevention must be justified by a common 
“law power aiising from necessity, if at all. Observe that I 
“say nothing for the present about trial or punishment. Tho 
“popular (and sometimes official) notion that martial law ncces- 
“sarily means trial by court-martial has caused much confusion. 
“Summary punishment may or may not be necessary'. In that 
“respect tho ilayor’s authority would bo like that of the master 
“of a ship. 

“Now, if the Lord hlayor of Bristol falls to do those things, 
“he will surely find himself in a.s much trouble as his predecessor 
“[Mr. Pinney] in the time of the Bri.stol riots. And I do not 
“ think he will improve his defence by pleading that the peace 
“ was still kejit in Bristol, and the Courts were open, and there- 
“ fore he thought he had no power to do anything beyond the 
“ ordinary process of law. Nor yet will he mend matters if he 
“says that he was waiting for an Order in Council which was 
“ never issued, or never came to his knowledge. At best it 
“ will be a topic of slight mitigation.” ^ 

The objections to a view which at bottom differs essentially 
from what I have termed “the doctrine of immediate necessity” 
arc these : The theory under consideration rests on little legal 
authority, except the case of Ji. v. Pmraey;* but that case, rfitfen 
its circumstances are examined, does not justify the inferences 
apparently grounded upon it. The charge against Mr. Pinney 
was in substance that, being the magistrate specially respon- 
sible for the maintenance of order' in the town of Bristol, ho 


’ Pollock, ir/tni IS Martial L.Q.R. xviii. pp. IS:"), 156. 

“ 3 St. Tr. (ii.s.) 11. 




MAKiIAL LAW 


553 


neglected to talce tlie ja-opcr steps to prevent the outbreak 
of a riot, tiiid after the King’s peace had been openly violated 
by rioteiv, tins prison broken open, and the liishoii’s Pn'aco 
and other liouses burned down, he did not take adetjuate 
steps to arrest offenders or to restore order. It is im- 
possible to imagine a case under which there could exist a more 
urgent and stringent necessity for the use of force in the restora- 
tion of order. If the chaiges brought by the Ciown could 
have been made out, ilr. I'liiin-y woiilil have been guilty' of 
its patent a neglect of duty as could have been coininitted 
by any' public official placed in a position of high authority. 
I’hat he acted feebly can hardly’ be doubted ; yet, in spite of 
this, he was, with the appiirent approval of the Judge, held 
innocent of any’ crime. The point, however, sjiecially to be 
noted is that, iii Pinney’s Cjise, no question what ever u as raised 
as to the possible justification for acts which were prima facie 
tortious, but were done by a magistrate on reasoriitble grounds 
of public expediency, though lying quite outside the scope of his 
ordinary authority'. How, in short, the case of kJr. Pinney, which 
at most establishes only' that a magistrate who fails to make duo 
efforts to maintain the peace is guilty of a crime, can he supposed 
to justify' the action of the imaginary Way’or of Bristol, who 
because an invasion is taking place feels it to bo his right cr 
his duty to override, in a town where peace prevails, all the 
ordinary' rules of tlic common law, many lawyers will find it 
difficult to explain. Still harder will they find it to jioint out 
why a mayor, under the circumstances so graphically' desenbed 
by Sir Fredeiick Pollock, should fear that his failure to show 
despotic energy should expose him to the legal charges brought 
against Mr. Pinney. But if Pinney s case does not go far enough 
to sustain the doctrine oF political expediency, 1 know of no 
other case which can be produced in its support. 

This doctrine, however, is open to the finther objection, of 
which its able advocate recognises the force, that it is inconsistent 
with the existence of Acts of Indemnity. “It may,” writes Sir 
Frederick Pollock, “be objected that, if the vietv now propounded 
“ is correct, Acts of Indemnity are superfluous. But this is not so. 
‘6i&n Act of Indemnity is a measure of prudence and grace. Its 
“office is not to justify unlawful acts ex post facto, but to quiet 
“ doubts, to provide compensation for innocent persons in respect 
“of damage inevitably caused by justifiable acts which would 
“ not have supported a legill claim." ^ 

The attempt to meet Ibis objection is ingenious, but the 

O 

^ Pollock, is Martial Law ? L.Q.K. xviii, p. 157* 
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endeavour rests on a very inadequate description of an Act of 
Indemnity. Such a statute may no douht be in part a measure * 
of prudence and grace, but it is usually far more than this. 
The Indemnity Acts, whatever their formal language, which for 
a century or so protected Nonconformists from penalties in- 
curred year by year through the deliberate breach of the Test 
and Corporation Acts, the Acts of Indemnity passed after the 
Eebellions of 1715 and of 1745, the Act of Indemnity passed 
by the Irish Parliament after the Eebellion of 1798 which was 
not wide enough to protect Mr. T. Judkin Fitzgerald ^ from 
actions for acts of cruelty dona by him in the suppression of 
the Rebellion, the further Act filially 2 )assed wliich apparently 
was wide enough to place him bey'ond the reach of punishment, 
and the Act of the legislature of Jamaica which was successfully 
pleaded by the defendant in Phillips v. Eyre, were, it is sub- 
mitted, all of them enactments intended to protect men from 
the consequences of a breach of the law. An Act of Indemnity 
in short is, as is insisted upon throughout this treatise, the 
legalisation of illegality, and is constantly intended to iirotect 
from legal penalties men who, though they have acted in the 
supposed, or even real discharge of a political duty, have broken 
the law of the land. This is a iioint on which it is necessary 
to insist strongly, for the determination of the question at issue 
between the supporters of the “doctrine of immediate necessity ’’ 
and the advocates of the “doctrine of political necessity,” turns 
upon the answer to the inquiry. What is the true nature of an 
Act of Indemnity ? If such an Act is essentially the legalisation 
of illegality, the doctrine of political necessity or expediency 
falls, it is submitted, to the ground. 

Two circumstances give an apparent but merely apparent 
impressiveness to the doctrine of political expediency. The first 
is the parado.x involved in the contention that action on behalf 
of the State which is morally right maj^ be legally wrong, and, 
therefore, be the proper object of an Act of Indemnity'. This 
paradox however is, as already pointed out, ajiparent only', and 
after all amounts merely' to the assertion that a man’s ordinary 
duty is to keep within the limits of the law, and that, if he is 
at any moment compelled, on grounds of public interest, to trsass- 
gress these limits, he must obtain the condonation of the sovereign 
power, i.e. the King in Earliament. The second is the current 
idea that, at a great crisis, you cannot have too much energy. 
But this notion is a popular delusidU. The fussy activity of a 
hundred mayors playing the part of public-spirited despots 

* Wright V. Fitagerald, 27 St. Tr. 759 ; Lecky, History of K'ngla.nd tii 
Eighteenth Century, viii. pp. 22-27. 
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, would increase tenfold the miseries and the dangers imposed 
upon the country by an invasion. 


NOTE XI 

COXSTITL'TION OF THE TRILUSAt DES COXFLITS^ 

The Conflict CoiuT consists of the following persons : — 

I. A President, the Minister of Justice {Garde des sceaux),^ 
He rarely attends, though he may attend, preside, and vote. 

II. Eight elected judges, namelj' : — 

(a) Three judges of the Court of Cassation {Conseillers h la 
Cour de Ctissah'iii) elected for three yetirs by their colleagues, f.«. 
by the judges of the Court ot Cassation. 

(b) Three members of the Council of State (Coiweillers d’dlat 
en service (rrdiiunre)-^ elected for three years by their colleagues 
(t.«. by the Cunseillers d’etat en. service ordinaire). 

(c) Two other persons elected by the foregoing six judges of 
the Conflict Court, entimerated under heads («) atid {!>). 

These two other persons ought in strictness to be elected 
neither from the judges of the Court of Cassation nor from the 
members of tlie Council of State, but they are in general elected 
one from the Court of Cassation, the other from the Council 
of State. 

These eight iiersons, who arc rc-eligible and usually re-elected, 
or, if ve include the Minister of Justice, these nine persons, 
constitute the judges of the Conflict Court. 

Then there aie two substitutes (siipplcanls) elected by the 
judges coming under the heads (n) and (f>) who act only when 
one of the judges of the Conflict Court cannot act. 

There are further ttvo so-called Commissioners of the Govern- 
ment {Commissaire^ du Gouvernement)* jtppointed for a year by 

’ See BciUii-leiiiy, TinitC EUinaitnire de Droit Administndif fSth oii.l, pp. 8S0, 
881 ; Cljardoii, L'Admintshation dc fa FuincCi p. 411. 

3 A Vice-Prchideiit, y\\io generally preside, elected by nud from lUe eight 
ele ctp^ juclges of the Coutlict Conrt. 

^ Conseillers d'iiat en service ordinuire we pcrmuncut nienibei's of tlio Council 
of State. They are contrasted with Conseillers en service. e.r/mo7t?wrt*/c, who 
are temporarv nienibers of the Council, for the discharge of some special duty. 
See Bertheleniy, p. 126. ^ . . . j i t t 

^ Tlie name way be misleading. coiiiniissioiiers are* it is said* absolutelj 

free from pressure by the Goverumeut. Tliey are reprctociitatives of the law* they 
are not strictly judges, the opinions which they express often disagree with the 
opinioipof the representative of the Government, vii. the prefect, who has raised 
the couHict, i,e, has brought before the Court the question whether a judicial 
court has exceeded its jurisdict^n by dealing with a question of administrative law- 

T3 
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tho President of the Republic ; the one for a year from the „ 
Masters of Requests {Maitres des reqiiHes), who belong to tlie 
Council of State, the other from the class of public prosecutors, 
belonging to tlie Court of Cassation (avocats gfhic'raux a la Cour de 
Cassation). 


NOTE XII 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CROWN 

Technically it is impossible under English law to bring an 
action against the Crown, and this impossibility is often said 
to bo based on the principle that the Crown can do no -wrong. 
Hcncc well-informed foreign critics, and perhaps some English- 
men also, often think that there is in reality no remedy against 
the Crown, or in other words, against the Government, for 
injuries done to individuals by either, 

(1) The breach of a contract made with the Crown, or with 
a Government department, or 

(2) A wrong committed by the Crown, or rather by its 
servants. 

Thus idea is however in substance erroneous. 

As to Breach of Contract 

For the breach of a contract made with a Government doiiart- 
raont on behalf of the Crown a Petition of Right will in general 
lie, which though in form a petition, and requiring tho sanction 
of tho Attorney-General (which is never refused), is in reality 
an action. 

Many Government departments, further, such for instance as 
the Commissioners of Works, who have the general charge of 
2 iublic buildings, are corporate bodies, and can be sued as such. 

Contracts made with Government departments or their 
representatives are made on the express or implied terms of 
payment out of monies to be provided by Parliament, but the 
risk of Parliament not providing the money is not one i^ch 
any contractor takes into consideration. 


As to fFrjngs 

Neither an action nor a Petition of Right lies against the 
Crown for a wrong committed by its servants. 

Tho remedy open to a person injured by a servant of the 



PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CROHN 


5S7 


Crown ill tlie course of his service is an action ngniiist the 
person wlm has actually done or taken part in doing the wiong- 
ful act which has caused damage. But, speaking generally, no 
injustice rcaiilts from this, for the Ciown, i.e. the Government, 
usually pays damages awarded agiiinst a servant of the State for 
a wrong done in the course of his service. jVetions, for instance, 
have been constantly brought against officers of the Iloyal Navy 
for damage done by collisions with other shijjs caused bj' the 
negligence of such officer.^. The damage recovered against the 
officer is almost invariably jiaid bj' the Admiralty. 

It would be an amendment of the law to enact that a 
Petition of Right .should lie against the Crown for torts 
committed by the servants of the Crown in ihc course of their 
service. But the technical immunity of the Crown in respect 
of such torts is not a snhjcet of public complaint, and in pi'actice 
n’orks little, if any, injustice. 

It should be further remembered that much business which 
in foreign countries is canied on by persons who are servants 
of the State is in England transacted hy corporate bodies, e.ff. 
railway companies, municipal corporations, and the like, which 
are legally' fully responsible for the contracts made on their 
behalf or 'wi'ongs committed by their officials or servants in 
the course of their service.' 


NOTE XIII 

PARLIAMENT ACT, 1911 
[1 & 2 Geo. 6. Cli. 13.] 

An Act to make provision with respect to the powers of the 
House of Lords in i elation to those of the House of Commons, 
and to limit the duration of Parliament. 

[18 th August, 1911.] 

Whereas it is expedient that provision should be made for 
regulating the relations between the tw'o Houses of Parliament : 

And whereas it is intended to substitute for the House of 
Lords as it at present exists a Second, Chamber constituted on 
a popular instead of hereditary basis, but such substitution 
cannot be immediately brought into operation : 

And whereas provision will require hereafter to he made by 
Parliament in a measure effecting such substitution for limiting 

^ See Lowell, The government of England^ ii» pp. 490*494. 
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and defining the powers of the new Second Chamber, but it is 
expedient to make such provision as in this Act appears for ' 
restricting the existing powers of the House of Lords : 

Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia- 
ment assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

1. — (1) If a Money Bill, having been passed by the House 
of Commons, and sent up to the House of Lords at least one 
month before the end of the session, is not passed by the House 
of Lords without amendment within one month after it is so 
sent up to that House, the Bill shall, unless the blouse of 
Commons direct to the contrary, be presented to His Majesty 
and become an Act of I’ailiament on the Eoyal Assent being 
signified, notwithstanding that the House of Lords have not 
consented to the Bill. 

(2) A Money Bill means a Public Bill which in the opinion 
of the Speaker of the House of Commons contains only jii'ovisions 
dealing with all or any of the following subjects, namely, the 
imposition, repeal, remission, alteration, or regulation of taxation ; 
the imposition for the payment of debt or other financial purposes 
of charges on the Consolidated Fund, or on money provided by 
Parliament, or the variation or repeal of any such charges; 
supply; the appropriation, receipt, ciistod}', issue or audit of 
accounts of public money ; the raising or guarantee of any loan 
or the repayment thereof ; or suboidinate matters incidental to 
those subjects or any of them. In this snliscction the expres- 
sions “ taxation,” “ public money,” and “ loan ” re.spectively do 
not include any taxation, money, or loan raised by local 
authorities or bodies for local purposes. 

(3) Tlicre shall be endorsed on every Money Bill when it 
is sent up to the House of Lords and when it i.s presented to 
His Majesty for assent the ccrtificfite of the Speaker of the 
House of Commons signed by him that it is a Money Bill. 
Before giving his certificati*, the Speaker shall consult, if 
practicable, two members to Isc appointed from tbo Chairmen’s 
Panel at the beginning of each Session by the Committee of 
Selection. 

2. — (1) If any Public Bill (other than a Money Bill or a 
Bill containing any pro'>ision to extend the maximum duration 
of Parliament beyond five years) is passed by the House of 
Commons in three successive sessions (whether of the same 
Parliament or not), sind, having sent up to the House of 
Lords at least one month before the end of the sessidn, is 
rejected by the House of Lords in each of those sessions, that 
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Bill shall, on its rejection for the third time by the House of 
Lords, unless the House of Commons direct to the contrary, bo 
presented to His Majesty and become an Act of Parliament on 
the Koyal Assent being signified thereto, notwithstanding that 
the House of Lords have not consented to the Bill : Provided 
that this provision sliall not take effect unless two years have 
elapsed between the date of the second reading in the first of 
those sessions of the Bill in the House of Commons and the date 
on which it passes the House of Commons in the third of those 
sessions. 

(2) When a Bill is presented to His Majesty for assent in 
pursuance of the provisions of this section, there shall be 
endorsed on the Bill the certificate of the Speaker of the House 
of Commons signed by him that the jiro visions of this section 
have been duly complied witb. 

(3) A Bill shall be deemed to bo rejected by the House of 
Lords if it is not passed by the House of Lords cither without 
amendment or with such amendments only as may bo agreed to 
by both Houses. 

(4) A Bill shall be deemed to be the same Bill as a former 
Bill sent up to the House of Lords in the preceding session if, 
when it is sent up to the House of Loivls, it is identical with the 
former Bill or contains only such alterations as are certified by 
the Speaker of the House of Commons to be necessary owing to 
the time wdiicli has claiDscd since the date of the foi’mer Bill, or 
to represent ariy amendments ■which have been made by the 
House of Lords in the former Bill in the preceding session, and 
any amendments -which are certified by the Speaker to have 
been made by the House of Lords in the thiul session and 
agreed to by the House of Commons shall be inserted in the 
Bill as presented for Koyal Assent in pursuance of this section ; 

Provided that the House of Commons may, if they think fit, 
on the passage of such a Bill through the House in the second 
or third session, suggest any further amendments -without 
inserting tlie ameiidinents in the Bill, and any such suggested 
amendments shall be considered by the House of Lords, and, if 
agreed to by that House, shall bo treated as amendments made 
by^e House of Lords and agreed to by the House of Commons ; 
but the exercise of this power by the^House of Commons shall 
not affect the operation of this section in the event of the Bill 
being rejected by the Hous) of Lords. 

3. Any certificate of the Speaker of the House of Commons 
given under this Act shall be conclusive for all purposes, and 
shall not be questioned in any court of law. 

4. — (1) In every Bill presented to His Majesty imder the 
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preceding provisions of this Act, the words of enactment shall 
be as follows, that is to say : — 

“ Be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Commons in this present Parliament 
awernbled, in accordance with the provisions of the Pailiament Act, 
1911, and by authority of the same, as follows.” 

(2) Any alteration of a Bill necessary to give effect to tliis 
section shall not be deemed to bo an amendment of the Bill. 

5. In this Act the expression “Public Bill ” does not include 
any Bill for confirming a Provisional Order. 

6. Noiliing in this Act shall diminish or qualify the existing 
rights and privileges of the House of Commons. 

7. Five years shall be substituted for seven years as the 
time fi.xcd for the maximum duration of Parliament under the 
Septennial Act, 1715. 

8. This Act may be cited as the Parliament Act, 1911. 
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Bagehot, Ixxiv, Ixxvi, 0 ; English 
Conslilvlion, Ixix vole 1, civ note 
1 ; quotation from, cii ; as a 
political thcoiist, 19 ; English 
ConstHnlion bj', 19 ; on powers 
legally exercised by the Crown, 
463 ; on Cabinet and Presidential 
Governments, 483 
Bankruptcy Act, 1883, xxviii 
Beaconsfield, I.oid, xlix, 1 note 1 
Belgium, Constitution of, in com- 
parison with the English, 4, 80, 
122 note, 124, 131 ; the Courts 
of, and Parliamentary enact- 
ments, 153 ; rights of individuals 
in, 192, 196 ; articles of the Con- 
stitution, 200 ; personal freedom 
under, 202 ; the law of, in relation 
to the liberty of the Press, 234, 
243 ; rules of the Constitution as 
to right of public meeting, 266; 
administrative law in, 335 note 
Bentham and Benthamites, Izii 
xBill of Rights, the, 27 


Bills, procedure with regard to, 
XXI, xxii ; difficulty of amending, 
under Parliament Act, xxii 

Blackburn on martial law, 547-548 

Blackleg, the, xl 

Blackstone, 5, 0 ; Constitutional law 
not defined by, 7 ; on the royal 
prerogative, 7 ; on moral law, 
59 

Blackstono’s Commentaries,' confu- 
sion of terms in, 7 ; iiiisstateinents 
in, 9 ; quoted on the authority of 
Parliament, 39 

Board of Trade, the, under the 
Jlerchant Shipping Act, 1876, 392, 
393 

Boiitmy, Mons., Hlndes de Droit 
Conslilutionvel, 6 nole 1 ; division 
of the English constitutional law 
by, 6 note 

Bradlaugh, Charles, actions in con- 
nection with, 32 

Brand, The Union of South Africa, 
480 nole 1 

Bright, Ivi 

British Empire, benefits conferred 
by, XXXV 

British North America Act, 1807, 
161-163 and notes 

British Buie and JurisdieJion beyond 
the Seas, Sir H. .lenkyns, 51 note, 
100 note 

British subjects, political rights of, 
xxxvii vole 1 

Bryce, Professor, 87 ; American 
Commonwealth by, 134 note, 151 
note 

Budget, effect of Houso of Lords’ 
rejection, Iviii 

Burke, liii, Ixvi ; Letter to the Sheriffs 
of Bristol, x.xiiinofe 1 ; Conciliation 
with America, xxvi nole 1 ; Corre- 
spondence, Ixvi note 1 ; on the 
necessity of the study of the English 
Constitution, 1, 3; on the House 
of Commons, 82 ; opposition of, to 
Democracy, 431 

Bute, Lord, 453 

Butler, The Passing of the Great 
Beform Bill, 1x1 note 1 

tm. 

Cabinet, the English, 8; power of, 
increased by Parliament Act, Iv ; 
subject to the will of the House 
of Commons, 152 ; position of, 
e& affected by the survival of the 
Prerogative, 469 ; a parliamentory 
executive, 481, 482 ; merits and 
defeats of, 483, 484 ; possibility 
of a change in character of, 483 
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■^binet Government and Preai- 
dential Government, forms of, 483 
t-'-'tobinet members and partisanship, 
Ivii Tio/c 1 

Oampboil, Sir J., on martial law, 
640, 546 

Canada, the Dominion of, 94 ; pns i- 
tion of the Parliament in renard 
tU lilli mges lii the iJonstitiitiop . 
100 ‘lUiriTj instances of Veto on 
Sets passed in, 1 14 ; in relation 
to the Imperial Parliament, 117 ; 
the Dom inion of, an evainnl e. of 
TSdernlism ,^34, 148 note; the 
BrlttSET^orth America Aet, 1867, 
161-163 and nol(>.9 ; tho Cons^tu- 
tion of, 162 and «o ftr~C^mpaSl 
\rith that of the Australian 
Commonwealth, 637 ; power of 
Dom inion Governm ent. teClCI, 
** Case-law ” or “ iudgo-iuacl5^aw,” 
369 : rapid growth of, 378 , 

Caste in India, teason for tolerating. 
Is 

Censorshij) of tho Press, absence of, 
in England, 244, 248 ; in Prance, 
252, 233, 261, 202, 204; under 
the Star Chamber, tho Common- 
wealth, and tho Itostoration, 256 ; 
disoontinuanco of tho Iiioonsing 
Act, 237, 259 ; the contrast 
between England and Prance as 
to, 201. 205 

Censure, the Vote of, action of tho 
Ministry under, 435, 443 
Channel Islands, tho, and Acts of the 
Imperial Parliament, 51 note 
Charles I., 10 ; tho personal and tho 
legal will of tho King, 10 
Charles 11., Rhode Island under 
charter of, 101 

Chatham, Lord, attempt of, to 
legislate by Proclamation, 51, 430, 
431 

\,JI8itffch, tho, and tho Act of Union, 
63 ; the Irish Church Act, 1869, 
64 ; position of tho clergy with 
regard to tho Courts, 306 note 
Citizens, duty of, in oases of riot, 
284 

GhNkenship of British subjects 
throughout the Empire, xxviii, 
xzxvi, xxxvii, Ixxxi Tiote 1, 
Ixxxv, xci note 1 

Civil servants and the Law Cqurts, 
xlviii ' 

Clergy, the, and lawlessness, xli; 

as subject to tho Courts, 306 note 
Closure, the, li 
Coalition, Pitt and tho, 449 


Cobdon, Ivi ; and tho Proo Traders, 
l-x.vi 

Coercion Act (Ireland), 1881, power 
of the Irish executive under, 227 
Coke, iSir Edward, 10, IS, 305, 366 ; 
on the power and jurisdiction of 
Parliament, 39 ; on private rights 
and parliamentary authority, 46 
Colonial Acts, tho .sanction of tho 
Crown to, 99 ; limit to powers of, 
99 note, 117 

Colonial Bills, tho right of Veto, as 
exorcised by a Governor, 111 
“ CWonial Laws Validity Aet, 1865,”, 
the text of, 101, 105 
Colonial legislatures, and the right of 
Veto, 109, 111 and note% 112, 113 
Colonial Parliaments, limit to powers 
of, 09 and note ; ns “ constituent 
bodies,” 103 ; authority of, in 
regard to changes in Articles of 
Constitutions, 100 note ; con- 
trolled by tho Imperial Parlia- 
ment, 108; the liberty of, in 
relation to Imperial Sovereignty, 
108; power of tho Governor as 
to assent to Bills, 111 
Colonial policy in 1914, xxxii 
Colonies, the, in 1884, xxxiv; and 
growth of Imperialism, xxxiv; 
Act limiting riuht of Parliament 
to tax, 1778, 64, 78; power of, 
as to Treaties, 115; policy of the 
Imperial Government toward, 115 
Oolomes, Laws relating to. Tarring, 
104 note 

Commitment for contempt, instance 
of Parliamentary, 54, 56 note 
Common, or “ unwritten ” law, 27 
Commons, tho House of, resolutions 
of, not law, 52; Mr. Justice 
Stoplicn on, 53 ; powers of, 54 
Commonwealth Act, xviii note 8 
Oompti-oller and Auditor General, 
position and powers of, 315; 
instance of the power in 1811, 317 
Conciliation with America, xxvi 
?iole 1 

Confederation, tho Articles of, 15 
Conforonocs with Dominions, xxxi 
GonOict Court, the, in Pr.iuoo, xliv, 
xlv, 360, Appendix, Note XI., 
656-557 

Oong!®ss, Acts of, 146 ; powers of, 
compared with powers of English 
railway companies, 147 ; limited 
power of, 148 ; Act of 24th 
September 1789, 157 ; the 

Supreme Courts of tho United 
States and, 157, 159 
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Conscientious objectors anil law- 
lessness, xli 

Conseil d'£lat, xliv, 331 ; the func- 
tions of, 371 ; a real tribunal of 
Droit Adminhiralif, 372 

Conservatism, tendency of Tedcral- 
isin to, 1C9 

onsolidated Fund, the, 313 
onstitution, the, the division of, 
between history and law, 22; 
rights part of the law of, 25 ; rules 
belonging to the conventions of, 
26 ; the law of the, three prin- 
ciples of tlio study of, 34 ; Federal 
States subject to, 140, 142 note ; 
the fifth Article of the United 
States, 143 ; Federal (lovern- 
ments under, 1 43 and note ; 
Federal, legislature under, 145, 
,, 147, 105 

w'Constitution, the, the Law of, and 
the Conventions of, xlviii, 413 ; 
probable changes in, xlviii; the 
legal and the conventional ele- 
ments in, 414 ; based on the law 
of the land, 466 

y Constitution of Commonwealth of 
Australia, 135 note, 136 note, 148 
note, 150 note, and Appendix, 
Note IX., 629-537 ; amendment 
of, 533 

Constitution of France, 118 ; 
Toequevillo on, 118 ; rigidity of, 
122 ; revolutionary instances in, 
129 ; the existing, 129 

Constitution of the German Empire, 
143 note, 144 note 

Constitution of the United States, 
the Articles of, 4 ; in comparison 
with the English, 4, 134 ; Kent’s 
and Story’s work on, 5 ; preamble 
of, 139 ; the judges in relation to, 
154 ; in comparison with the 
Canadian, 102 and note 

Constitutional freedom, confusion 
as to the origin of, 17 

Constitutional historians, in con- 
trast with legal constitutionalists, 
15 

Con.stitutii?nal history, research in, 
in relation to modem constitq.-. 
tional law, 14 

Constitution idea, development of 
now, Iviii 

Constitutional Law, the true nature 
of, 1 ; modem origin of the term, 
6 ; Mons. Boutmy’s division of 
the English, 6 note ; sources of 
work in, 6; as considered by 
Blackstone, 7 ; study of the oon- 


stitiitional historians in connee 
tion with, 11 ; antiquarian study 0 
unnecessary to the study of, 14 ; 
indefinilcncss of, 21 ; characlcr 
of rules of, 23 ; rules of, as en- 
jorced, 23 ; rules as conventions, 
23 ; the legal and conventional 
elements of, 27, 28 ; importance 
of, to the lawyer, 29 ; different 
character of rules of, 30 ; in 
general the result of ordinary laws, 
191 

Constitutional laws, 84; no legal 
distinction between, and other 
laws, 87 

Constitutional maxims, the observ- 
ance of, 451 

Constitutional Monarchy, of Louis 
Philippe, 118 

Constitutional understandings, 414 ; 
Frcem.in’s Qroivih of the English 
Constitution, quoted as to, 414; 
examples of, 416 ; common char- 
aetciistics of, 418 ; the aim of, 
424 ; not rules enforced by tlic 
Courts, 435 ; how disoljeyod, 436 ; 
variability of, 451 
Constitution.alism, difference be- 
tween English and French, 121 
note ; comparison necessary to 
the study of, 201 

Constitutionalists, legal, in contrast 
with constitutional historians, 15 
Constitutions, Burke and Hallam on 
the study of tho English, 1 ; past 
ideas and views of, 2 ; modern 
view and study of, 3; diffioiiltios 
in the study of, 4, 6 ; difference 
between tho state of the govern- 
ment and the theory, 9 note ; of 
England, contr.istod with tint 
of Franco, 4, 118, 1 8(1 ; (iexilile, 
122; rigid, 12.1, 12 1 and mole, 
169 ; tho form ition of foreign, 
192; of tho United Stvtes, 195 
and note ; main provisions of tho 
English, 199 ; rigidity of tho 
French, Appendix, Note I., 469- 
476 ; classification of, 480 
Constitutions, of Belgium, in com- 
parison with the English, 4*’^h 
contrast with the English, 86; 
flexible and rigid, 87, 123 note 
Constitutions, the Swiss and tho 
“.guaranteed ’’ rights of, 160 
Contracts, law in relation to, 21 
Conventions of the Constitution, 
xlviii ; recent important ehijngcs 
in, xlviii ; the lawyer in relation 
to, 29; and the Ministry, 30: 



INDKX 


S6S 


Ministers under, 321 ; and Law 
’ Df the Constitution, 413 ; nature 
of Conventions, 413 ; and exer- 
cises of the prerogative, 410 ; and 
Parliamentaiy nrivilegc, 423 ; 
those strictly obeyed, 437 ; how 
obedience ensured to, 440 ; obedi- 
ence to, enforced by lav/, 441 
V^onventions, enacted, 1 ; necessity 
for Parliament observing, Ivii 
l^Xonventions, "mere,” xlix; as 
affecting Disraeli, Gladstone, and 
Peel, xlix ; effect on parties and 
officials, 1 ; inconvenience and 
danger of violating, Iviii 
Corporations, as non-sovercign law- 
making bodies, 90 ; Municipal, 
147 no/fl 

Correspondence, Burke’s, Ixvi note 1 
Courts, the, and Acts of Parliaiiient, 
38 ; and Parliamentary resolu- 
tions, 52 ; Mr. Justice Stephen on, 
53 ; and Parliainentarj- aiitlioritj', 
58-151 ; and the electors, 71 ; 
and the bye-laws of Baihvay Com- 
panies, 02 ; and Colonial Acts, 
104 ; under the Ini)ierial P.trha- 
ment and under Fedevali.sni. 152; 
the authority of, 153 ; the Belgian 
and Frenfh, 153; of the United 
States, 1,54, 155, 157 ; Canadian, 
164; Swiss, 105; of the United 
States, 170, 171 note, 172; jxisi- 
tion of officials under, 189 ; as 
the foundation of tho Kuglish 
Constitution, 193 ; and the 
Ilahects Corpus Act, 212, 210, 218, 
219, 224 ; and tho Press, 2-Ui ; 
and the right of public meeting, 
271, 272, 274 note ; and Courts- 
martial, 298 ; and military law, 
303, 544-547 ; and State matters 
in Prance, 335, 359-301 ; and 
Droit Adniinisliahf, 347, 395, 
399 ; English Crown servants as 
siilncct to, 391, 392; and Parlia- 
ment, 405 and note 
Courts, Federal, 14S 
Courts of Australia, as interpreters 
the Constitution of tho Com- 
monwcalth, 531 

Courts of India, the, and tho Acts of 
tho Legislative Council, 9.7, 97 ; 
power of, a.s to Acts paH.scd by the 
Council, 98 5 

Courts of Jiusticc, Black.stonc’8 
statement os to lloyal power in 
csnncctiuii with, 9 
Courts-martial, and tho Civil Courts, 
298, 303, 301 


Crisis of Liberalism, The, xoi note 2 
Criticism, fair and libellous, 238 
Crown, the, power of veto in'- 
Dominion affairs, xxx ; moral 
inffuenco of, ei ; theory of tho 
prerogative of 1785, 9 note ; 
unreality of oxpro.ssions in connec- 
tion with, 11 ; and responsibility 
of Jlinistors, 24 ; law regulating 
the descent of, 27 ; tho descent 
of, fixed under the Act of Settle- 
ment, 41 ; legislivtion by pro- 
clamations under, 48 ; in relation 
to proclamations, 51 ; sanction of, 
to Colonial Acts, 100; and the right 
of Veto, 1 10 and note ; hereditary 
revenue of, 308 ; responsibility of 
Ministers as to Acts of, 321 ; pre- 
rogative of, as anterior to tho 
power of tho House of Commons, 
421 ; position of, in case of a 
conflict between tho Lords and 
the Commons, 427 ; tho personal 
infliicnco of, uncertain, 457 ; 
the survival of the prerogatives of, 
459; B.agcbot on powers legally 
exoroisod by, 463 ; ptoccedings 
against the, Appendix, Note XIl., 
556-657 

Crown servants in England, powers 
of, 382 

Davis, American Const itiUions, 173 
note 

De Berry, Duclicssc, and her at- 
tempt to raise civil war in La 
Vendee, 349 
Dc Blossoville, 326 
Decentralisation par service, xivi ; 

as affecting the Post Office, xIvi 
D’Eon, the Chevalier, 187 
Do Lolnio on the limit of English 
Parliamentary power, 41, 83 
Declaration of the Bights of Man, 
freedom of discussion and liberty 
of the press under. 234 
“ Declaration of the iState of Siege,” 
tho, 283 ; French law as to, 288 ; 
under the Reptiblio of Franc-o, 289 
Dentists Act, tho, 141 ‘ 

Despotism, instances of, 18S and 
note 

Discii.ssion, tho Bight to ]'’iccdoin of, 
2.34 ; under foreign constitutions, 
234 ; under English law, 23.5, 242 
and note 

Dissolution of Parliament, tho rules 
asto, 42S; of 1784 and 1834, 429; 
right of, in relation to Parliament- 
ary soveroiimty, 433 ; tho ri^ht 
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of, as the right of appeal to the 
people, 434, 4o2 

Documents, Public, necessary signa- 
tures to, 322 

Dodd, Dr., execution of, 459 

“ Dominions,” meaning of term, 
xxiv, XXV ; each a self-governing 
colony, xxiv; and Acts of Im- 
perial Parliament, xxix ; and 
treaties, xxix ; and war, xxix ; 
powers to legislate, xxix ; extent 
of independence, xxx ; right to 
raise military and naval forces, 
xxx ; right of appeal, xxxi ; 
conferences with the Mother 
Country a moral right, xxxi ; 
relations of Dngland and the, in 
1884 and 1914, xxxii ; and Eng- 
land ill early A'lctorian ora, xxxii, 
xxxiii ; willingness to share cost 
of defence of the Empire, xxxvi 

Uroit Adminhtrntif, eomiiarcd with 
present official law of England, 
xliii; ciitieal exiiminatioh of, 
xlvi; contrasted with the Rule 
of Law, 324 ; the term, 326 ; 
Tocquovillc on, 32(1, 327 and note, 
352, 353 note ; definition of, 328 ; 
position of officials and others 
under, 329, 337-344, 349-362, 354, 
380 ; fundainontal ideas perma- 
nent, 329; liistoiical develoii- 
meiit, 330 ; leading piineiplos, 
332 ; Vivien on, 332 note ; char- 
acteristics, 334 ; foundations laid 
by Napoleon, 336-337 ; conflicts 
of jurisdiction, 339 ; protection of 
officials, 341, 342, 349; the Coun- 
cil of State under Napoleon, 344 ; 
during the Woiiarchical perioel 
(1830-1870), .340 ; and the Third 
Republic, 365 ; deci.sion.s of tlie 
Council of iStato bccomo judg- 
ments, 300 ; creation of independ- 
ent Coriflict-eourt, 360 ; evolution 
of, 302-304, 371 ; com])anson 1x*- 
tween, and the Rule of Law, 304 ; 
not opjio.'cd to English ideas 
current in the sixteenth and 
seventeehth centuries, 364 ; "case- 
law ” or “ judge-made law,” 369, 
378 ; the Conseil d’Stat a real 
tribunal of, 372 ; felt by French- 
men to be beneficial, 377 ; de- 
velopment of, between 1800 and 
1908, 379 ; not to bo identified 
with any part of the law of Eng- 
land, 380 ; not the law of the 
Civil Service, 380, 381 ; compared 
with the law of Equity, 381 ; 


rests upon ideas foreign to English > 
law, 383 ; not in reality intro- 
dneed into the law of England, 
383 ; no foothold in England, 385 ; 
its merits, 389, 393 ; its defects, 
389, 396 

Dubs, Dr., on the Swiss Federal 
Court, 165 

Duguit, Traiti de Droit Constitv,- 
tionnel, xlv note 1, xlvi note 3, 253 ; 
Manuel de Droit Public Frangais, 
60 note, 119 note ; on the position 
of officials under Droit Adndnis- 
tratif, 399 note 

Edward VI., repeal of the Statute 
of Proclamations in the reign of, 
49 

Electorate, the true sovereign power, 
xli.x ; power of the, Iv ; as the 
politic.vl power of the State, 423, 
424 ; in relation to dissolution of 
Pai-liament, 428 

Electors, position of, in the United 
Statc.s, 28 : Parliamentary, posi- 
tion of, 67 ; the Courts and, 71 ; 
power of, politically, 73 

Elizabeth, Queen, xou 

Ellcnborough in England, 244 

Empire, British, benefits oonfeTred 
by, XXXV ; citizenship of British 
subjects throughout, xxviii, xxxvi, 
xxxvii, Ixxxi note 1, Ixxxv, xoi 
note 1 ; secures peace to Britain 
and the colonies, Ixxx ; and cost 
of Imperial defence, Ixxx ; pride 
in, Ixxxi 

England, the King of, Blackslono on 
the power of, 7, 9 

England, Tocqueville on the respect 
for law in, as eomiiarcd with 
Switzerland in 1836, 180; the 
Press laws of, 236, 243, 247, 248 ; 
law of, as to right of public meet- 
ing, 266 

English Cabinet, the, 8 

Kngihh CoHslUulian, Ixix note 1, 
civ note 1, cii 

English Constitution, the, Burke and 
Hallam on the study of, 1 ; 
views and ideas of, 2 ; modern 
view and study of, 3 ; difficulties 
connected with the study of, 4, 
6;_ Paley quoted, on actual state 
and theory of government, 9 note ; 
TooqueviUe on, 21, 84 ; unwritten 
character of, 86 ; ideas of the 
Royal prerogative in the seven- 
teenth century, 365 

English Constitutional law, 6 ; Mona. 
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Boutmy’s division of, 6 note; 
sources of work in, 6 j as treated 
by Blaokstone, 7, 141 
Euglisli Parliament, the, character- 
istic of, 402, 403 no/e ; tho ap- 
pointment of the Prime Minister. 
404 

English Prime Minister, as head of 
tho English Cabinet, 8, 404 
Enlistment, power of tho Civil 
Courts ns to, 303, 304 and no/es ; 
tho Poreign Act, 408 
Equity, tho law of, in England, 37(1, 
378 j compared with Droit Ad- 
mhiistratif, 381 

Esmys in J ni isprudence and Elkics, 
Pollock, 38 note 

hludes de Droit ConstiliUionnet, 
Mons. Boutmy, 6 note 
Executive, distinction hotweon a 
parliamentary and a non-parlia- 
montary, Appendiri, Note 111., 
480-488 

Extradition Acts, foreign criminals 
under, 220 and note ; powers 
under, 408 

Eyre, Governor, and tho Jamaica 
rebellion, 1866, 233, 542 note. 

Factory legislation in England, 381 
Feathorstono Commission, Report 
of, 284 note, and Appendix, Note 
VI., 512-510 

Federal Assemblies, the Swiss, 57 
Federal Constitution, Icgislaturo 
under, 145, 147, 105 
Federal government, loading charao- 
tori.stics of, Ixxv ; requirements 
for success, Ixxv ; in tho United 
States, Ixxvi ; in Switzerland, 
Lxxvi ; what it means, l.xxi.x ; in 
relation to Imperial Federation, 
Ixxx ; characteristics of, in rela- 
tion to Home Rule all round, 
Ixxxvii ; instances of, 134 ; aims 
of, 13C ; necessary conditions to 
the formation of, 136 and nolee 
Federal States, division of Powers 
in. Appendix, Note II., 476-480 
Federalism, Ixxiii ; and nationalism, 
■“Bexvi ; a weak form of govern- 
ment, Ixxvii; incompatible with 
English ideas, Ixxviii ; divides 
allegiance, Ixxviii ; not to be 
confounded with nationnlism, 
Ixxix ; tho dream of many 
Englishmen, Ixxx ; objections to 
the creed of, Ixxxi ; a peril to 
the British Empire, Ixxxii ; diffi- 
I'ul ' in thi I United States, 


l.xxxii; its effect if applied to 
India, Ixxxiii, Ixxxv ; what would 
become of the old Imperial Parlia- 
ment, Ixxxiv ; new prestige gained 
by, Ixxxvii ; of United Kingdom 
and divided allegiance, xo ; foreign 
to English constitutionalism, xe ; 
would affect loyalty of colonies, 
xci note 1 ; and Parliamentary 
sovereignty, 134 and note ; Swiss, 
135 note, and Appendix, Note 
VIlI., 465-467 ; tho foundations 
of, 136 ; tho sentiment of, 137 ; 
the aim of, 139 ; of tho United 
States, 139 the leading charac- 
teristics of, 140 ; in relation to 
Constitution, 140 ; sovereignty 
under, 144 ; distribution of 
powers under, 147 ; limitations 
under, 148 and note, 149 ; in com- 
parison with Unitarian govern- 
ment, 151 and notet the Law 
Courts under, 152 ; the meaning 
of, 153 ; individual character of 
Swiss, 164 J in comparison with 
Parliamentary sovereignty, 167 ; 
weakness of Swiss, 167 and note, 
176 J and Conservatism, 100 ; tho 
legal sjiirit of, 170 ; .sueooss of, 
in tho United States, 175 ; Aus- 
tralian, Appendit, Note IX., 
529-537 ; distinction between Can- 
adian and Australian, 537 

Field, J., on the right of public 
meeting, 271 

Firth, Cromwell’s Army, 293 note 

“ Flexible ” Constitutions, tho Eng- 
lish, an example of, 122, 123 note 

Foreign Enlistment Act, powers of 
the Ministry under, 408 

Foreign Lcgislaturo.s, non-sovereign, 
117 

Fox, support of Parliamentary sove- 
reignty by, 430 

France, Constitution of, in compari- 
son with the English, 4 ; 'Pocqiie- 
ville on the oonstitiition of, 1 18 ; 
the Republic of 1848, 120 ; tho 
authority of tho present Republic, 
120; tho Coup d'St'tt of 1851, 
125, 485 ; the Revolutionary 
constitutions of, 129 ; the existing 
constitution of, 129; the Courts 
of in relation to the National 
Assembly, 153 ; lawlo.ssness in 
past administrations, 187 and 
note ; the Press law of, 248 note ; 
literature under the Anoien Re- 
gime, 251 ; under the Revolution, 
252 ; under the First Empire and 
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the Bcpuhlic, 252, 204 jie/e ; the 
law of, afa to the “ Declaiation of 
the State of Siepe,” 2S7, 288; 
Droit Adiiiinislxitij m, 324 et wq. ; 
tho “ iSeparatjon of powers,” ,‘133 ; 
limit of jurisdiction of law courts, 
335; judicial and adniinistrathc 
courts constituted hy Napoleon, 
335, 336 and note ; acts of State, 
341, 386 ; officials under Art. 75 
of Constitution of Year VIII., 
343, 331 ; Tribunal d&s ConJIUs, 
359, Appendix, Note XI., 556- 
657 ; tho Consetl d'Etut, 371, 372 ; 
the National Assembly, 405, 486, 
487 ; Directorial Constitution of, 
48.5, 486 ; President of Republic, 
election and pow cr of, 486, 487 ; 
in relation to National A.sscniblv, 
487 

Prederiek tho Gieat, 80 
Free Traders, l.\i,i 
Freeman, E. A., 6, 16; Gtouih of 
the English ConsMiilion by, 12; 
quoted on constitutional under- 
standings, 414 ; on appeal to 
precedent, 18 

French in Canada, their loyalty, 
Ixxix 

French Constitutions, Rigidity of, 
Appendii, Note 1., 4(i!)-47(i 
French National Assembly of 1871, 
76 

French Republic, the, oflicials under 
Art. 75, Year 1111., 343, 351 
Fundamental lau.s and con.stitu- 
tional laws, 85, 141 and note 

Ganjon, Code Penal, 343 note 
Gardiner, Mr., 16 ; on Racon’s writ 
De non procedendo Pege inamsullo, 
367 

George II., 459 

George III., 1, 2, 9 ; public expemses 
as chaiped in the reign of, 312; 
dissolution of Farhanicnt by, as a 
constitutional act, 429 ; view of 
Parliamentary soveieianty, 431 ; 
cxcicise of personal will in matters 
of policy, 458 

George and creation of peers, Ui 
German Emperor, real head of ex 
eoutiro, 4M ; independent a^.tion 
of, 485 

German Empire, the. Constitution 
of, 143 note, 144 note, 429 ; an 
example of federal government, 
134 ; executive of, 482, 483 
Gladstone, Mr., xlix, 1 note 1 
Gneist, 83 


Goldsmith’s Citizen of the World, 2 
note 

Goidon Riots, the, 1780, 286 
Gomnanee of England, The, Iv note 

I, xei note 2 

Clovcrnniciit, jiosition of publishers 
of libel on, 239 ; in relation to tho 
Press, 243 ; and the right of public 
meeting, 277 

Government of England, Iv note 1, xci 
note 2, o note 1 

Government of Ireland Act and 
Home Rule, Ixxxvii note 1 
Grant, General, thud candidature 
of, as President, 28 
Grattan’s Constitution, 482 
Great Reform Act, xx 
Gregoirc quoted, 350 note 
Grenville, Lord, action of, in opposi- 
tion to Parliament. 1811, 317 
Groicth of the English Constitution, 
Freeman, in relation to constitu- 
tional law, 12 ; quoted, 17 
“Guarantee,!” rights o£ tho Swiss 
Constitution, 150 
Oiiillotino, the, li 

'Habeas Corpus Acts, tho, 27, 193, 
195 ; suspension of, in comparison 
with foreign “ suspension of eon 
stitutional guaiantces,” 197, 200 ; 
tho Writ of, 209 ; tho issue of the 
Writ of, 211 ; power of the Courts 
as to, 212; the Acts of Charles 

II. .and George III., 212 : rights 
of the individu.al under, 213; 
provisions of, 214, 216; the 
authority of the judges under 
Wt it of, 218 ; case of aliens under, 
220, the biinpen.sion of, 224 and 
note ; charge of High Treason 
under, 225 and note ; the Suspen- 
sion Act, as an Annual Act, 220 ; 
the Mini.stry and, 226 ; and Act 
of Indemnity, 228, 232 ; position 
of otlicial under, 229 ; arrest 
under, 229 

Ilail,siii, Middle Ages, 2 note 
Hailain, on tho prosperity of Eng- 
land traceable to its laws, 1, 

12 ; on the Septennial Act, 43^ 
Hamilton, opinions of, in relation to 
the constitutional articles of tho 
United States, 15 
Hastings, W'aiTen, 439 
Hauriou, on the position of officials 
undo Droit Adminisiratif, 400 and 
note o 

Hearn, Professor, 0 ; Government of 
England, by, referred to, 18, 26, 
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427 note ; as a political theorist, 
19 

Henry VIII., the Statute of Pro- 
clninations m the reign of, 48 
High Treason, charges of, under the 
Babeas Corpus Acts, 22S and note ; 
under the Coercion Act (Ireland), 
1881, 227 

Historians compared ndth lawyers, 
16 

Hobson, J. A., Tha Crisis of Liberal- 
ism, xci Hole 2 

Holland’s Jurisprudence, 22 note 
Home Hule, what has stimulated 
interest in, Ixxxvii ; whj’’ not a 
benefit if applied all round, 
Ixxxviii 

Home Hule Bill, history of, xxii ; 

as viewed by the electors, liii 
■’House of Conimons, the, its powers, 
XX, xxii ; jcalou-sy of judiciai 
interference, xxxix ; and obstruc- 
tion, li ; and freedom of discus- 
sion, Ivi ; not a debating society, 
Ixix ; parties in, Ixxi ; Burke 
on, 82 ; powers of, in 1 elation to 
the Ministry, 152, 429 ; and the 
Licensing Act, 257 ; in relation 
to the House of Lords, 454 
House of Lords, its powers, xx, xxi, 
xxii notes 1, 2, xxiv ; and Money 
Bills, XX ; veto of, xx ; legislation 
delayed by, xx, xxi ; in relation 
to tlic House of Commons, 427, 
451 ; instances of opposition to 
the Common.s, 454, 455 
ffow France is Gocerned, xliv 710/e 3 
Hume on Sovereign power, 75 
Humphrcj's, Ft opoi lional Sepre- 
senialion, Ixvi note 2 

Immigrants Ecstriotion Act, 1907 
(Transvaal), 110 note 
Impeachment, 438 ; disuse of, 450 
Imperial Government, the, right of, 
to veto Colonial Bills, 113 ; action 
of, toward the Colonies, 115 
Imperial Parliament, and self-gov- 
erning colonies, XXV ; and taxc.s, 
.0 .5™ > advantages of powers of 
fegislation by, xxvii ; relation of, 
to self-governing colonies in 1884, 
xxvii ; in 1914, xxix j and Islo 
of Man, xxvii note; and New 
Zealand, xxv ii Q 

Imperialism, growth of, in colonies, 
xxxiv ; definition of term; xxxiv ; 
rdvantagos of, xxxvi ; disappoint- 
ments ill connection with, xxxvii 
Imperialists, what tlie-v aim at. 


Izxxii ; what they ought to keep 
in view, Ixxxvi 

Income Tax, the, Act as to, aimual. 
311 

Indemnity, Acts of, objects of, 47, 
647-549, 563, 664 ; an instance of 
Parliamentary power, 51, and the 
Habeas Corpus Suspension Act, 
228, 230, 231 ; officials under the 
Act of 1801, 232 ; the Ministry 
under Act of, 408 
India, British, the Legislative Coun- 
cil subordinate to the British 
Parliament, 95 ; the Acts of the 
Council and the Courts of India, 
96, 97, 98 

Inland Kevenue Office, tho daily 
routine of, as to receipts, 312 
International law. Acts of Parlia- 
ment and, 59 

Ireland, and the Act of Union relat- 
ing to tho United Church, 63 ; tho 
Coercion Act of 1881, 227 j the 
Prevention of Crime Act, 1882, 
227 

Irish Church Act, 1869, the, 64, 170 
Irish Parliament of 1782, on ad- 
mittedly sovereign legislature, 
482 ; power of English ministry 
over executive, 482 

Jaclison, President, 173 
Jamaica, tho rebellion of, 1865, 233 
James 11. as an instance of tho limit 
of sovereign power, 76 
Jenks’s Government of Victoria, 106 
note 

Jenkyns, Sir H., British Buie and 
Jurisdiction beyond the Seas, 61 
note, 100 note 
Johnson, Hr., Ixxxix 
.Judge, primary duty of, xxxix 
“ Jiidgo-made law,” 369, 370 
Judges, English, in relation to tho 
Imperial Parliamont, 152 ; Bcl- 
gi.an and French, 153 ; of tho 
United States m relation to the 
Constitution, 154, 155, 174 ; and 
the Writ of Habeas Corpus, 218 ; 
position of, in tho seventeenth 
century, 223, 224 note ; instance 
of tho power of, in the case of 
Wplfe Tone, 289, 290 ; salaries of, 
under George III., 312 ; po.sition 
of, in France, as to matters of tho 
State, 335 ; in relation to English 
Acts of Parliamont, 403 ; in rela- 
tion to tho Houses of Parliament, 
405 ; and Parliamentary laws, 
409 
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Judges and Courts, public distrust 
of, xl ; and Trade Unions, xl 

Kangaroo, tlie, li 

Keith, Eesjmnsible Government in ike 
Dominions, xxix note 2, xxx notes 
1, 3 ; on South African Union, 480 
Kenny, Outlines of Criminal Law, 
279 note 

Kent, Commentaries of, on the Con- 
stitution of the United States, 
4 ; lines of woi-k, 5 
King, the, S ; loj’alty to and im- 
perial position of, xxxv, xei note 
1, ci ; veto of, xxii note 1 ; the 
recognised representative of the 
whole Empire, li ; lilackstono on 
the authority of, 7, 9 ; ordinances 
and proclamations of, 4S ; and 
the ministry, 422, 483 ; the per- 
sonal will and influence of, 408, 459 
“King in Parliament,” the, 37, 424 
King’s speech, 1 note 2 
lutchencr. Lord, declaration on 
taking office, Ivii note 1 

Landesgemcinden of Uri, the, 14 
Law, the lliilo of, xxxviij deolino 
in Tovorence for, xxxviii 
Law as the basis of English civilisa- 
tion, 18 

Law, constitutional, 21 ; rules of, 
23 ; an “ unconstitutional,” moan- 
ing of. Appendix, Note VII., 616 
Law of the Constitution, position of 
a Mmistiy in regard to, 30 ; the 
three principles of, 34 ; and Con- 
ventions of the Constitution, 413 
Law Courts, authority of, diminished 
by recent Acts, xxxviii ; and 
civil servants, xlviii ; and the 
powers of the Premier, 20 ; and 
Acts of Parliament, 38 
Law of the Pi ess, Eislicr and Stralian, 
23G note 

Lawlcs.<.no.ss, xli ; new doctrine as 
to, xli ; English clergy and, xli ; 
paiisivo resistors and, xli ; con- 
scientious objectors, xli ; militant 
suffragettes and, xli ; explanation 
of zeal fok, xli ; dciiiooratio senti- 
ment and, xlii 

Laws, and contracts, 21 ; constitu- 
tional and fundamental, >85 ; 
fundamental, 141 and note 
Lawyers, in comparison with his- 
torians, 16 ; and the rules of 
constitutional law, 30 
Lee, General, Ixxix 
Legal authority liable to prosecution 
in cases of excess, 33 


Legal constitutionalists in contrast 
with constitutional historians, 13 
Legal rules of constitutional law, 
30 ; the Peers and Commons 
under, 30-31 

Legal sovereignty, limit of, 76 ; and 
political sovereignty, the distinc- 
tion between, 425 
Legalism, Federalism as, 170 
Legislation, what it must aim at, 
lx ; judicial, and the supremacy 
of Parliament, 58 ; safeguards 
against unconstitutional, 126 
liCgislative authority, of Parliament, 
48, 07, 08 ; in Franco, 50 and note 
Legislative bodies, limited power of, 
in the United States, 132 
Legislatures, Foreign non-sovereign, 
117 

Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol, xxiii 
note 1 

Libel, the law of, 230 and note ; posi- 
tion of individuals under, 230-239 ; 
ns to Governinent, 239 j blas- 
phemy under, 240 ; in England, 
241 ; under the Belgian Constitu- 
tion, 243 

Liberty of individuals, in England, 
193, 190 ; in Belgium, 193, 190 
Lilierty of the Press, foreign and 
English ideas as to, 235 ; the law 
of libel, 230, 247 ; control of, 
under French Governments, 251 
Licensing Act, tlio, of the Press, 257, 
roa.sons tor the discontinuance of, 
257, 204 

Limitations on right of Public 
Meeting, 273 ; really limitations 
on individual freedom, 275 
Limitations on sovereignty of Parlia- 
ment, alleged, 58, 5!) note, 08 ; in 
the Colonics, 64 ; Todd on, 05 and 
note ; actual, 69, 74 ; external, 74, 
75, 79 ; internal, 77, 79 ; Leslie 
Stephen on, 78 

Limitations under Federalism, 147, 
149 

Literature, in England and France, 
249, 250 ; penalties connected 
with the production of forbidi^lU 
works, 250 ; under the Ancien 
Begime, 251 and note ; under the 
Kepublic of 1848, 263 ; license and 
un.ishment under the Star Cham- 
eiC- 256 
Local and Private Acts, 47 
Louis XIV., an instance of the limit 
of Boveieign power, 76, 78 <- 

Louis XV., 187 
Louis XVLi'187 
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Louis Philippe, the Cunstitutionul 
' monai’chy of, 118, 125, 347 
Louis Naiioleon, 80. 125, 485 
Low, r/ie Goneninnce oj England, 
Iv 7iolc 1, xci 7iote 2 
Lowell, Public Oj)inion and Popular 
Government, xlii note 1, Ixvi note 
2, xei note 2, e note 1 ; Government 
of England, Iv note 1, xei note 2, 
0 note 1 

Lyndhurst, Lord, in opposition to 
measures of the Hoii.se of Com- 
mons, 455 

Macaulay on the Press Licensing 
Act, 257-258 
Macclesfield, LokI, 439 
Maeluntosh, Sir James, on martial 
law, 541 

Maine, Sir Henry, Ixxiv ; on demo- 
cracy, xcv ; Popular Government, 
Ixxiv, xcv 7wte 1 

Mansfield, Lord, on the liberty of the 
^ Press, 243 

■^laitinl law, 32 note, 280 ; liability 
of soldiers as citizens, 282 ; and 
the “ Hcclaration of the State of 
Siege," 283 ; how recognised in 
England, 284 ; the proclamation 
of, 287 ; trial of Wolfe Tone, 289, 
290 ; in England during time of 
war or insurrection. Appendix, 
Hote XIL, 538-555 
Maxims belonging to the Conven- 
tions of the Constitution, 25, 26 
and note ; not “ laws,” 20 ; con- 
stitutional, 452 

May, Sir Thomas, as a constitutional 
historian, 12 
Melville, Lord, 439 
Members of Parliament, increase in 
number of speakers among, Ivi ; 
authority of, Ivi 

Merchant Shipping Act, 1876, the, 
392, 393 

Mignot, French Sevolulion quoted, 
486 

Militia, the, 291 ; in comparison 
witli the standing army, 292 
Mill, Ixiii, Ixix ; quoted, on political 
iifbtitutionB, 191 

Ministers, responsibility of, under the 
Buie of Law, 321 ; as subject to 
the Buie of Law, 323 
Ministry, the, position of, ur ler 
defeat, 30; power of, regarding 
the Habeas Corpus Act, 228 ; 
powers of, under the Alien Act, 
1848, 228; action of, in case of 
tumult or invasion, 408; dis- 


missal of, by the King, 429, 431 ; 
resignation of, under Vote of Cen- 
sure, 435, 445 ; and the Mutiny 
Act, 448 ; the withdrawal of con- 
fidence in, 452 
Money Bills, xx, xxi 
Montesquieu, Esprit des Lois referred 
to, 185, 333 

Moral law. Acts of Parliament in 
relation to, 50 ; Blackstone on, 
59 ; and libel, 240 
Moral Philosophy, Palcy, quoted, 9 
note, 22 note 

Morley’s Life of Diderot, 186 
Jkluir, Bamsay, Iv ; Peers and 
Bureaucrats, xxxviii note 2, xliii 
note 2, Iv note 1 

Municipal corporations, 147 note 
Mutiny Act, the, 1689, preamble of, 
295 ; an annual Act, 305 ; in 
relation to the annual meeting of 
Parliament, 443 note 

Mapoleon Bonaparte, the founda- 
tions of modern Droit Adminis- 
traiif laid by, 330, 335-337 ; and 
ordinary judges, 337 ; Council of 
State under, .344 
Napoleon, Louis, 80, 125, 486 
Natal, xxiv note 1 
National danger the tost of national 
greatness, civ 

National Debt and Local Loans 
Act, 1887, 313 ; the interest on, 
313 

National Insurance Acts, xviii note 8 
National Bevenuo, the, 309 
Naturalization Act, 1870, the, 419 
Newcastle, the Duke of, 453 
Newspapers, position of publishers 
and writers, 244 ; offences treated 
by the ordinary Courts, 240 and 
note; under the First Empire, 
252 ; under the Bcpiiblic of 1848, 
253 

New Zealand, the Su]u'enie Court 
and the Foreign Offenders Appre- 
honsion Act, 1863, 100 note ; the 
Deceased Husband’s Brother Act, 
1900, 115 note ' ^ 

Now Zealand Parliament, 99 and 
note; a non-sovereign legislating 
body, 100 and note ; liable to the 
authority of the Courts and the 
Imperial Parliament, 100 ; laws 
of, opposed to English common 
law, 103 and note; valid and 
invalid acts, 103, 104 ; laws of, 
as affecting other colonies, 104 ; 
authority of, to change Articles 
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in the f'nnstitiilion, 106 and notf, 
103 ; power ol the (lovumor to 
aF^^ciit to Bilix, 111, 112 
\i"htinfCTlc', Klorcnce, lx\' 
Noii-‘'ovcr<;igii law-making bodies, in 
contrast with Jegiblative bodies, 83; 
characteristics of, 8" ; meaning of 
the term, 88 and note ; the Indian 
Council, 95 ; the New Zealand 
Parliament, 105-107 ; Foreign, 117; 
the French Chamlx-r, 120, 121 
Nottingham, Lord, 376 

O’Connell and the Repealers, Ixx, 
Ixxi note 1 ; and Fcderaliam, xc 
Odgers, Libel and Slander, quoted, 
2'3G 

Official Secrets Act, 1SS9, 391 
Officials, State, duty of, xxxix; 
position of, under the Habeas 
Corpus Snspen'-ion Act, 229; 
protected by Ac-t of Indemnity, 
230-232 ; limited protection of, 
under the Act of 1801, 232 ; jiosi- 
tion of, under ordinary law, 281 ; 
position of, under Droit Adminis- 
irati/, 329, 337-344, 349-352, 354 ; 
powers of the English Crown, 382 ; 
appointment of the J^rime minister 
and the Cabinet of ICngland, 404 
Ordinances, Roj'al, 48 
Orton, Arthur, Lxxii 

Paley’s Moral Philosophy, the actual 
state and theory of governii,ent 
considered in, if note; quoted, 22 
note 

Palmer, Rounrieil, Ivi 
Palmerston, Lord, I ; career of, ei ; 
action of, under vote of censure, 
430 

■Parliament, sovereignty of, xviii, 
c ; what constitutes, xviii ; 
powers of, xviii, xix ; under the 
legal rules of coii'-titutioiial law, 
30 ; the constitution of, 37 ; law- 
making power of, 38 ; Acts of, 
and the Law Courts, 38 ; un- 
limited legislative authority of, 
39 ; T/e J.oliiiu on the limit of 
power of, 41 ; the passing of the 
Sc|itcnnial Act, 42 ; position of, 
in regard to private rights, 46 ; 
rules under Acts of, 50 and note ; 
the Courts in relation to the 
Resolutions of, 62 : the legislative 
authority of, 68 ; and preceding 
Acts, 02 ; and the Acts of Union, 
62 ; and the Colonies, 78 ; power 
of, to change any law, 84 ; other 


bodies in relation to, 87 ; the 
Legislative Council of India sub- 
ject to, 95 ; the Colonial, of New 
Zealand, t)9 ; powers of, 99 ; the 
sanction of the Crown in Acts of, 
100 ; the “ Colonial Laws Validity 
Act, 1865, • 101 ; valid and in- 
valid Acts, 103 ; tho legal 
supremacy of, as to Colonial 
legislation, 108 ; the Imperial, 
compared with the National 
Asscnihly of France, 120; tho 
f’ourts in relation to, 152 ; tho 
Ministry subject to tho will of 
the Hous-o of Commons, 152; 
rules as to the dissolution of, 428 ; 
tho dissolutions of 1784 and 1834, 
420 ; non-a.ssembly of, a breach 
of constitutional practice, 442 ; 
the Army Act in relation to tho 
annual meetina of, 442 ; the 
refusal of supplies, 450 note ; tho 
Victorian, conilict between the 
Upiier and Lower Houses, 1878 
and 1879, 450; a sovereign body, 
482 

Parliament, French, duration of, 
Ini 

Parliament Act, xix note 3 ; Ap- 
pendix, Note XIII., 557 ; .state of 
thing.s before jjassing of, xx ; 
direct effects of, xxi-xxiv; in- 
direct effects of, li ; as introduc- 
ing written constitution, li; as 
abolishing necessity for emergenoy 
creation of peers, lii ; and the 
duration of Parliament, lii ; en- 
ables Hou.«e of Parliament to over- 
rule will of electors, Iiii ; effect on 
Sficakcr, xxxviii, liv; increases 
power of the majority and the 
Cabinets, Iv 

Parliamentary author ity, instanced 
in tho Septennial Act, 44, 45 ; and 
the power of tho Courts, 59, CO 
Parliamentary executive and a non- 
jjarliainentary executive, distinc- 
tion between. Appendix, Note 
III., 480-488 

Parliamentary leaders, powers of, Iv 
Parliamentary power, exemjffi&ed 
by Acts of Indemnity, 61 ; in 
relation to tho Law Courts, 64; 
electors in connection with, 57 
Pafliamentary privilege and con- 
stitutional conventions, 423 
Parliomentaiy procedure, as con- 
ventional law, 27 ,, 

Parliamentary sovereignty, the 
nature, of, 37 ; recognised by the 
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law, 39; and the Act of Settle- 
' nioiit, 41 ; tho Septennial Act a 
proof of, 45, 73, 433; and tho 
Law Courts, 58 ; limitations on, 
58 ; the Irish Church Act, 1800, 
64 ; limitation of, in respect to 
tho Colonics, 04, 65 and note ; 
Austin on, 68 ; political and legal 
senso_ of, 70 ; external limit on 
exercise of, 75, 79 ; internal limit 
on, 77, 79 ; tho two limitations of, 
81 ; characteristics of, 83, 85 ; 
Tooquovillo on, 84, 85 ; and 
Federalism, 134 and iio/e; in 
comparison with Federalism, 167 ; 
and the llulo of Law, 402, 406 ; 
George tho Third’s view of, 430 ; 
relation of tho right of dissolution 
to. 433 

Parnell and “ Ireland a Nation,” xe 
Party government, disadvantages 
of, xciii 

Party system in England, Iv 
Passing of the Great Reform BiU, 
The, Ixi note 1 

Passive resistors and lawlessness, xU 
Payment of JLP.’a, ofEoot of, liii 
Pool, 1 ; and tho Dissolution of 1834, 
420 

Poors, emergency creation of, lii; 
the House of, resolutions of, not 
law, 52 ; powers of, 5t ; tho 
creation of now, in case of conflict 
of tho Lords and Coramoni, 427 
Peers and Bureaurrals, xxxviii note 
2, xliii note 2, Iv ?io/e 1 
Personal Freedom, the Right to, 
202 ; under tho Ilolgian Constitu- 
tion, 202 ; ns secured in England, 
202 ; redress for arrest, 204 ; 
wrongful imprisonment, 208 ; the 
Habeas Corpus Acts, 209; the 
securities for, 216 

Pitt, 1 ; and tho Dissolution of 1784, 
429 ; the Vote of Censure, 1783, 
445 ; and the Coalition, 449-450 
Pitt, Life of, 2 note 2 
Poincare, How France is Governed, 
xliv note 3 

l^litical Sovereignty and Legal 
Sovereignty, the ^stinction be- 
tween, 425 

Political theorists, Bagehot and Pro- 
fessor Hearn as, 19; questions 
for, 20 I 

Pollock’s Essays in Jurisprudence 
and Ethics, 38 note ; Science of 
Cgfie Law referred to, 58 
Pollock, Sir F., on martial law, 546, 
652, 553 


Poor Law of 1834, Ixi 
Pope, the, in relation to reforms, 78 
Popular Government, Ixxiv, xcv 
note 1 

Precedent, frequency of appe^ to, in 
English history, 18 
Premier, the, power of, to dissolve 
Parliament, liii ; power of, to 
curtail freedom of discussion, Ivi ; 
and tho Courts of Law, 20 
Prerogative of tho Crown, 61 ; the 
term, 420 ; as anterior to the 
power of the House of Commons, 
421 ; survival of, 459 ; in relation 
to tho Cabinet, 460 ; as increasing 
the authority of the Commons, 461 
President of the United States, tho, 
election of, 28, 175, 483 ; position 
of tho Federal Judiciary in con- 
nection with, 152 ; iudopondont 
action of, 485 

President of French Republic, elec- 
tion and powers of, 480, 487 ; in 
relation to National Assembly, 
487 

Presidential Government and Cabi- 
net Governmout, forms of, 482; 
tho former nominally still existing 
in Franco, 486 

Press, tho. Prevention of Crime Act 
(Ireland), 1882, in relation to, 
228 ; liberty of, under tho De- 
claration of tho Rights of Man, 
234 ; Belgian law as to, 234 ; the 
law of libel, 236 ; the Govern- 
ment in relation to, 243 ; present 
position in England, 243 ; absence 
of censorship in England, 244 ; 
tho Courts and, 246 ; under tho 
Commonwealth, 246 note ; tho 
law of, in France, in comparison 
with that of England, 248 ; under 
the laws of France, 250 ; in 
England in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, 255; of 
England, under tho Star Chamber, 
256 ; law of England and of 
Franco in contrast, 257, 259 ; end 
of tho Licensing Act, 257 
Prevention of Crime (Ireland), 
1882, 227 ; powers of the Irish 
Executive under, 227 
Priestjey, opinion of, on the Sep- 
tennial Act, 46 

Prime Minister, the, as head of the 
English Cabinet, 8 ; tho appoint- 
ment of, 404 

Printing-presses, tho control of tho 
Star Chamber over, 266 ; tho 
University, 266 
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Private member, impatieiioo of, to 
carry Bill, Ivi 

Private Itiglits, Parliament in re- 
gard to, 46 ; Coke on, 46 

Privy Council, the, power of, in rela- 
tion to Acts of Parliament, SO and 
nola ; jurisdiction of, in the six- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries, 
374, 375 

Proclamations, tho Statute of, 48 ; 
repeal of, 49; Iteyal, in relation 
to common law, 51 ; modern 
instances of, 51 and note. 

Proportional rcptesentalian, tho case 
for, Ixvi ; fosters log-rolling, Ixx, 
Ixxii j in 1870 and 1914, Ixxiii 
Tiole 1 

Proportional licpreaeiitatioji and 
British Politics, Ixvi note 2, Ixviii 
notes 1, 2 

Proporlionalists, object of, Ixxi 

Public Accounts Committee, the, 3(8 

Public Authorities Protection Act, 
1893, 384 note 

Public Bill, xxi 

Public Doouraonts, tho formality of 

signing, 322 

Public Meeting, Eight of, 32 note ; 
questions oonnoetod with, 32, 266 ; 
in Belgium and in England, 266 ; 
tho Courts of England in rela- 
tion to, 267 ; unlawful assembly 
under, 268-209 ; decisions in 
cases of, 270-272 ; limitations on 
right of, 273-270 ; power of the 
Government as to, 277 ; condi- 
tions as to, 278-279 ; Append! v, 
Note V., 497-512 

Publio Opinion and Popular Oovern- 
ment, xlii note 1, Ixvi note 2, xci 
note 2, c note 1 

Publishers of libel, position of, 238 ; 
on Government, 239 

Railway Companies, as non-sovo- 
rcigu law - making bodies, 90 ; 
power of, to make byo-laws, 91 ; 
functions of tho Courts with re- 
gard to, 92 ; instances of illegal 
bye-law., 'to 

BobeUion, armed, xliii 

Beeves, author of History oj English 
Law, trial of, 420 

Boferondnm, the, xci ; definition as 
applied to England, xci; tho 
“ people’s veto,” xoii ; what it 
may bo applied to, xoii note 1 ; 
causes of demand for, xoii ; main 
argument against, xciv ; as 
viewed by Socialists, xov ; power 


of veto might work for ill as well 
as good, xevi ; main argument in • 
favour of, xcvii ; the strength ol, 
xcvii ; its tendency to lessen the 
evils of tho party system, xcviii 
Reform Bill, the, of 1882, Ivi, 126 
Reform Biots, the, of 1831, 285 
Religion, the law of libel in relation 
to, 240 

Representation, proportional, Ixvi 
Representative government, causes 
leading to the foundation of, 81 ; 
two dilforent forms of, 480 
Bepublio, the, of Eranco, 120 ; posi- 
tion of tho President, 120; tho 
existing constitutions of, 129 ; 
Art. 75 of tho Year VIII., 351 
Republican electors, in tho United 
■States, 28 

Resignation of Ministry, how en- 
forced, 446 

Resolutions of Parliament, Mr. 

Justice iStephen on, 53 
Responsible Clovenfiient in the Do.- 
minions, xxix note 2, xxx notes 
1, 3 

Revenue, the, 308 ; souroo of tho 
public, 308 ; horcdiUry, of the 
Crown, 309 ; under permanent 
and annual Acts, 310; tho 
authority for expenditure, 311, 
312; the ‘‘Consolidated Eund," 
313 ; security for the proper 
expenditure of, 314, 315; position 
of tho Comptroller General with 
regard to, 316; Lord Grenville 
in opposition to tho Parliament in 
matter of, 1811, 317 ; the Public 
Accounts Committee, 318 ; main 
features of control and audit, 319 
note ; as governed by law, 320 
Bovolution of 1830, 253 
Bhodo Island, under charter of 
Charles II., 161 

Bight of Public Meeting, tho, ques. 
fioiis connected with. Appendix, 
Note Y., 497-512 

Right of iSelf-defonce, tho. Appendix, 
Note IV., 489-497 
" Rigid ” Constitution, Belgium and 
Prance mfamplos of, 123 and^ofe, 
124, 142, 169 

Rigidity of French Constitutions, 
Appendix, Note I., 469-476 ; of 
(^institution of Australian Com- 
monwealth, 633 

Riot Act, the, substance of, 286 
Riots, duties of citizens in cases of, 
284 ; the Reform, of 1831, 285 ; 
the Gordon, 1780, 286 
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. Kocbnck, ^vi 
j llolanJ, Maclaine, Ixii no/e 3 
Bolfe, Sir R. M., on martial law, 
540, 54(5 

Roman Einpiro and Greece, Ixxxix 
Royal Prerogative, Ideas as to, in the 
aovontoenth century, 3(i5, 308 
Royal Proclamations, in relation to 
common law and Acta of Parlia- 
ment, 51 ; modem instances of, 
51 and »o/e 

Royalty, Engljali, in sympathy with 
British people, 1 

Rule of Law, the natnro and applica- 
tions of, 179-201 ; Tooqncville’s 
comparison of Switzerland and 
England under, 1 80 ; three mean- 
ings of, 1 83 ; personal seennty 
under, 183 ; Continental authority 
under, 184, 185 and no/e; ns a 
characteristic of England, 189 ; 
England and France in contrast, 
190 ; in the United States, 195 ; 
equalitj' under, 198 ; and the 
leading provisions of Constitution, 
]99 ; Right to Personal Freedom, 
202-233 ; Right to Freedom of 
Discussion, 234-205 ; Right of 
Public Mooting, 200-279 \ Slartial 
liiiw, 280-290 ; the Army, 291- 
307 ; the Revenue, 308-320 ; ro- 
sponaibility of Ministers, 321-323 ; 
Slinistcrs as subject to, 323 ; in 
contrast with Ihoii Admimslralif, 
324-401; its merits, 389 ; defects, 
390 ; relation between Pnrlia- 
mentaiy sovereignty and, 402- 
409 : tendency of foreign assem- 
blies to support, 405 
Rules, legal, of Constitutional law, 
30 ; as enforced, 23 ; as conven- 
tions, 23, 25 
Russell, Lord John, 1 

Scotch Universities in relation to the 
Act of Union, 63 

Scotsmen, their objection to use of 
terra England for Great Britain, 
Ixxxix 

Scott, General, Ixxix 
S*ot^ Sir Walter, IxxxN 
Seals necessary to the completion of 
Acts,* 322 

Secretary of State, the, position of, 
under ordinary law, 281 ■ 

Self-defence, the Right of, Appeimix, 
j Note IV., 489-497 
-J Septennial Act, the, 42 ; HoUamand 
lK»d Stanhope on, 43 ; opinion of 
Priestlev and others on, 45; a 


proof of Parliamentary sove- 
reignty, 40, 73, 433 
Sidgwick, Prof., Elements of Politics, 
68 note, 171 note 

Slavery, the War of Secession in re- 
lation to the abolition of, 79 
Soldiers, liability of, as citizens, 282 ; 
under the Jliitiny Act, 294 ; rights 
of, as citizens, 295 ; civil liability 
of, 297, 298 ; under charges for 
crime, 298 and note ; Mr. Justice 
Stephen on, in relation to their 
oQlcers, 300 ; liabilities under 
military law, 302 ; duty of, when 
called upon to disperse unlawful 
assembly, Ap'pendix, Note VI., 
512-516 

Sommorsett, James, ease of, referred 
to, 216 

South Africa, wars in, xxxvi 
South African Union, Keith on, 480 
Sovereign power, Hume on, 75 ; 
limits to, in the case of absolute 
rulers, 75, 77 ; illustrations of the 
limit of, 75; under Federalism, 
145 

Sovereignty, the limit of legal, 76 ; 
legal, of the United States, 145 ; 
legal and political, the distinction 
between, 425 

Sovereignty of Parliament, xviii, 
37-176, 58 note ; modification of, 
xix ; and of King, xxiv ; change 
in the area of, xxiv ; in relation 
to Colonial Acts, 100-104, 113, 
465 7io/e 

■Speaker of House of Commons, 
as affected by Parliament Act, 
xxxviii, liv ; not the servant of a 
party, liv 

Speaker of U.S. House of Repre- 
Bcntativcs, Iv 

Standing Army, the, of England, in 
comparison with the Militia, 202 ; 
the institution of, 292 ; legislation 
as to, 297 

Stanhope, Lord, Life of Pill, 2 note 
2 ; on the Septennial Act, 43 
Star Chamber, the, control of 
printing-presses li ol'L^ bY. 266 ; 
obolition of, 1(341, 2037 375 
State officials, position of, under 
the Habeas Corpus Suspension 
Act* 229, 230; gander the In- 
demnity Act of 1801, 231, 232 
Statesmen as afieoted by mere con- 
ventions, 1 

Stationers’ Company, the, formation 
of, 256 

Statute or “ written law,” 27 
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Statute of Proclamations, legislation 
under, 48 ; repeal of, -19 
Stephen’s Commenlancs, 8, 370 
J Stephen, Hr. Justice, on the resolu- 
tions of the Commons and the 
judgment of the Courts, 53 ; on 
tho relation of soldiers to their 
officers, 300 

Stephen, Leslie, on the limitations 
of Parlianient, 78 ; Life of Faw- 
cett, 403 note 

Story, Com menlaries of, on the Con- 
stitution of the United States, 4 ; 
lines of work, 5 ; Connnentariea on 
the Conflict of Laws, 370 
Stubbs, Br. (Bishop of Oxford), as a 
constitutional historian, 12, 10 
Sulfragcttes and lawlessness, xli 
Supplies, tho refusal of, 450 and 
note 

Supreme Court, the, of the United 
States, Anicriean rovercnco for, 
l.x.vviii ; formation and power of, 
154-158 ; case of Alarhnry v. 
Madiean decided by, 101 ; as 
“ master of the Constitution,” 171 
note; restraints on, 171 note; 
case of Munn v. Illinois, 173; 
alleged weakness of, 173 ; source 
of power of, 174 
Suttee, lx 

Swiss Confederation, the, 71 note; 
an example of Federalism, 134, 
135 note, 104, 105 ; dc.soription of, 
487, 488 

Swiss Constitution, the, 140, 148 
note ; “ guaranteed ” rights of, 

150 ; serious ilaw in, 100 
Swiss Federalism, Appendix, Note 
VIIL, 517-529 

Switzerland, the electorate of, 57 ; 
tho Federal Assembly in relation 
to tho Courts, 105, 172 ; weakness 
of Federalism, 107, 108, 170 ; 
Tocquevillc’s comparison of law 
of, with that of England in 1836, 
180 ; Federal Council of, 487 

Tardo's Lois de Vimitation referred 
to, 378 . : 

Tarring, Laws relating to the Colonies, 
104 note 

Taxation, how levied, 310 ; perma- 
nent and annual Acts of; 310; 
Income tax, 311 
Territorial Force, 305-307 
Thier-s, M., 350 

Tooqucville, A. de, on tho English 
Constitution, 21 ; on the English 
Parliament, 84, 85 ; on the Con- 


stitution of France, llg, 119 and 
note ; on tho influence of law in 
Switzerland and England, 17(!, 
180; on Droit Ailminisirittif and 
the institutions of the Union, 327 
and note, 331 and 7iolc, 352, 353 
note, 387, 388 ; on Art. 75, Year 
VIII. of the llepublio, 351-352 
Todd, on Parliamentary power, 05 ; 
on the passing of Colonial Bills, 
112 

Tone, Wolfe, the trial of, 1798, 289, 
290 

Tories and Whigs, Ixx 
Trade, the Board of, under the Mer- 
chant Shipping Act, 1876, 392 
Tiadc Unions and judges, xl ; and 
“ peaceful picketing,” xl 
Traite de Droit Constitulionnel, xlv 
note 1, xlvi note 3, 253 
Transvaal Legislature, Immigrants 
Restriction Act, 1007, 116 note 
Treaties, power of tho Colonics as to, 
115 

Trial by Jury, 397 
Tribunal des Conflils, tho, tho func- 
tions of, 359, 300, Appendix, 
Note XI., 55, 5-550 

“ Unconstitutional ” Law, meaning 
of an, Appcyidtx, Note VII., 516 
Union, tho Acts of, 42 ; the Scotch 
Universities and, 63 ; the fifth 
Article of (Ireland), 04, 433 
Union, the Act of, Ixi ; as Subject to 
repeal (, Scotland), 1-11 
Union of South Africa, The, 480 
note 1 

Unitarian government, and Federal- 
ism, 151 and note ; the meaning 
of, 153 

Unitarianism in contrast with Feder- 
alism, 144 

United State.s, the. Constitution of, 
in comparison with tho English, 
4 ; Kent and Story’s Comment- 
aries on, 4 ; an instance of re- 
lationship of constitutional liis- 
torians and legal constitutional- 
ists, 15 ; law of tho constitution 
and conTintional rules in, 28,; 
position of electors i^, 28; Uon- 
stitution of, 71 note; the aboli- 
tion of slavery, 79; limited power 
cf legislative bodies in, 132 ; the 
Federalism of, 134 and note; the 
constitution in comparison with 
tho English, 135 ; tho union of 
ideas as to institutions in, a-od in 
Eni’land, 136 ; iireamblo of tho 
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ConstittltLon of, 139 ; tho suprem- 
acy of tno Constitution, 14U ; tho 
■War of Secession, 142 and noJe ; 
the fifth Article of tho Constitu- 
tion of, 143 ; the legal sovereignty 
of, 145 ; legislature of, 140 ; Acts 
of Congress, 140, 107 ; the 
President of, 148; the Peclcral 
Courts of, 148 ; limit of power 
\n individual states, 149 ; tho 
authority of tho Courts of, 154, 
170 ; tho Supremo Court of, 155- 
158, 172, 173 ; tho Constitution 
of, in comparison with that of 
Canada, 102 ; success of tho 
Federal system in, 175 ; tho Con- 
stitution of, 105 and »o/e; rule 
of law in, lOG ; institutions of, in 
contrast with Droit Admhiiatrntif, 
32G ; the President in relation to 
the Senate, 4G1 ; the Constitution 
of, 457 and note ; tho rulo of law 
in, 4C7 

Universities, the, legislation of Par- 
liament as to, 170; ostalilishinont 
of printing-jirosscs at, 250 

Unlawful assembly, 209, 272 note, 
273, 274 ; duty of soldiers when 
called upon to disperse, Appindix, 
Note VI, 612-510 

Veto, of Crown and Colonial legis- 
lation, xxviii, XXX ; the meaning 
of, 25 note ; tho right of, in con- 
nection with the Crown and 
Colonial legislatures, 110-113 and 
notes ; instances of, in Canada and 
Australia, 114 ; non-evistent in 
tho French Chamber, 120 

Victoria, Queen, 1, 461 

Victorian (Colonial) Parliament, the, 
and laws altering tho constitution, 
105 note ; the striigglo between 
the Upper and Lower Houses of, 
1878 and 1879, 455 

Vindication of the Hights of Women, 
Ixii note 3 


Vivien, on DroU Administraiif, 332 
Voltaire, iinprcssioiis of England, 
180 ; imprisonment and exile of, 
185, 186 

Vote of Censure, action of the 
Ministry under, 435, 445 
Vox populi vox Dei, revival of faith 
in, Ixii 

Walpole and the passing of tho Sep- 
tennial Act, 45 

War of Secession, the, and tho 
abolition of slavery, 79 ; tho 
pica for, 142 

Ward, Sir .Joseph, and his plan for 
Imperial Council, l.vxiv note 1 
Washington, in connection with tho 
constitutional articles of the 
United States, 15 

Wellington and the Dissolution of 
1834, 429 

Westlake’s Private International Law 
referred to, 370 
Whigs and Tories, Ixx 
Wilkes, John, 32, 430 
William HI, 459 

William IV. and creation of peers, 
lii ; and the Dissolution of 1834, 
431 

Williams, Fisher, Proportional Re- 
presentation and British Politics, 
ixvi note 2, Ixviii notes 1, 2 
Witenagemdt, the, 14 
Wollstonecraft, Mary, V indication 
of the Bights of Women, Ixii note 3 
Woman suffra^, Ixii ; woman’s 
claim to a vote, Ixii ; causes of 
strength of tho niovomont, Ixiii ; 
arguments for and against, Ixiv ; 
and proportional representation, 
Ixvi; John Mill’s argument for, 
Ixix 

Writ of Habeas Corpus, tho, 209, 210 
and note; the issue of, 210; in- 
stance of power under, 216 ; au- 
thority of tho Judges under, 218 ; 
case of aliens under, 220 


THE END 


Prtt ' ' irOntif/Jit/attiSyV s-R.Ci/"'- 





